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PREFACE 


Many players consider the Alekhine Defence to be incorrect and not 
deservedly so. I have spent hundreds of hours analysing it and have come to 
the conclusion that it can be played quite reliably in the tournament practice. 
Well, Black cannot obtain in it mathematical equality, like for example in the 
Berlin variation of the Ruy Lopez, but there arise double-edged positions in 
which Black preserves chances of seizing the initiative. 


The Alekhine Defence is particularly applicable in encounters against 
players who are inferior in class, as well as in games with a short time- 
control. This opening is not used so often in the tournament practice, so your 
opponent might lose plenty of time in order to recollect the opening theory 
and that might prove to be a very negative factor for him in the forthcoming 
fight. 


Black tried to reply with Nf6 on his first move against White’s opening 
with his king’s pawn even before the future World Champion played like that 
in the year 1921. Still, it was mostly to the efforts of Alexander Aleknine, 
who contributed greatly to the development of the main lines of this opening, 
that it was named after him and was universally acknowledged. 


In the Alekhine Defence, contrary to the classical methods of playing 1n the 
opening, Black does not fight for the centre with his pawns, but begins to 
exert immediate pressure against White’s central pawn. Black’s knight on f6 
attacks the pawn on e4 and if it advances, then Black’s d-pawn joins into the 
attack against it. During the 20ies of the past century, when the pawn-control 
over the centre used to be considered as absolutely obligatory, such a 
treatment of the opening seemed to be revolutionary. White made frequent 
attempts just to refute this opening, but his efforts were in vain. 


The Alekhine Defence was often played by Richard Reti, Savely 
Tartakower, Salo Flohr and later by David Bronstein, Vassily Smyslov, 
Rafael Vaganian, Bent Larsen, Vlastimil Hort, Jan Timman etc. Vladimir 
Bagirov contributed greatly to the development of this opening and besides 
playing it in tournaments, he published a monograph on this opening in the 
year 1987. It attracted the attention of numerous players. Nowadays, the 
Alekhine Defence is often used by Hikaru Nakamura, Vassily Ivanchuk, Gata 
Kamsky and many other grandmasters. 


I hope that many players are going to include the Alekhine Defence in their 
opening repertoire, having read this book. 


The author wishes to express sincere gratitude to Ekaterina Smirnova for 
her invaluable help in the work over this book. 


Alexei Kornev, 
city of Vyazniki, February 2019 
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Part 1 
1.e4 Nf6 
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In the first part of our book we will analyse variations for White in which 
he refrains from the strongest and most logical move 2.e5. This does not 
mean however that Black should ignore studying all these lines. The point is 
that after them there often arises transposition to other openings and that 
happens often in versions, which are not so favourable for White. Therefore, 
the players who use only the Alekhine Defence must be well prepared for the 
arising of pawn-structures, which are not so typical for this opening in the 
middle game. 

In the first chapter of our book we will deal with some seldom played lines 
for White on move two, when he either ignores the protection of his central 
pawn, or defends it not in the best possible way.... 


In Chapters 2 and 3 we will analyse systems for White in which he is trying 
to play in the “Indian” style 2.d3. Black can counter that with 2...d5, after 


which he must consider the possibility for his opponent to occupy additional 
space with the move e4-e5, or to choose the more reliable response 2...e5 
(Chapter 3), transferring immediately to the Open games, but in a very 
favourable version for him. 


In Chapters 4 and 5, we will deal with the system 2.Nc3 d5, which has 
become familiar in the opening theory as Scandinavian system due to its 
similarity with the Scandinavian Defence. 


Chapter 1 
1.e4 Nf6 
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2.Bc4 

This is not a pawn-sacrifice, since White has protected indirectly his central 
pawn with his last move, but it is well known that the central pawns are much 
more valuable in the middle game than the flank pawns. In addition, Black 
obtains the two-bishop advantage. 


Following 2.Nf3 Nxe4, White would not have sufficient compensation for 
his sacrificed central pawn. 3.d3 Nf6 4.Nc3 c5!?y Now, before playing Ncé6, 
Black advances his pawn. 


2.d4. This move has the same defect as 2.Nf3. 2...Nxe4 3.Bd3 d5 4.Ne2, 
Tavares — Nicholls, Argentina 1998 (Following 4.Bxe4 dxe4 5.Nc3 Bf53, 
even if White manages to regain his pawn on e4, Black would have the 
advantage thanks to his bishop-pair; 4.Nf3 c5 5.Nbd2 Nxd2 6.Bxd2, Vesely — 


Voll, ICCF 2005, 6...cxd4!?u White has sacrificed one of his central pawns 
and Black has exchanged the other one. Therefore, White would be helpless 
in the middle game against Black’s pawn-mass in the centre.) 4...Nd6!? This 
is the simplest move for Black. Now, he does not need to consider the 
consequences of the move Bxe4. In addition, with his last move he prepares 
Bf5, in order to trade the active enemy bishop on d3. 


2.Qf3?! This early queen-sortie is obviously inadequate, because White 
deprives his own knight of the natural f3-square for its development. Later, 
his queen may come under an attack by Black’s pieces. 2...Nc6!3 Black’s 
second knight joins in the fight for the centre. His prospects already seem 
preferable and after White’s rather slow line: 3.c3?! d5 4.exd5, Black can 
develop his bishop with tempo, after which his lead in development would 
increase. 4...Bg¢4!? 5.Qd3 Nxd5p He has brought into the actions three of his 
minor pieces, while almost the entire White’s army remains idle on the first 
rank. 


2.Qe2. This move may seem a bit better than 2.Qf3, nevertheless; it would 
be again White who would fight for equality. 2...Nc6 3.Nf3 (3.e5 Nd5=) 
3...e5. There has arisen transposition to the Open games. It is quite obvious 
that the placement of White’s queen on e2 impedes the development of his 
bishop to the c4-square. Therefore, later he will need to lose another tempo in 
order to prepare the development of his bishop on f1. 
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About 4.d3 Bc5 5.c3 d5 — see 4.c3. 

4.d4?! This desperate pawn-break in the centre only worsens White’s 
situation, since Black is obviously better prepared for the opening of the 
position. 4...Nxd4 5.Nxd4 exd4 6.e5 Nd5 7.Qe4 c6 8.Bc4 Bc5! Black ignores 
the protection of his extra pawn. 9.Bxd5 cxd5 10.Qxd5 (10.Qg4. White 
refrains from restoring the material balance. Still, his counterplay against the 
g7-square will not be successful, because Black is better developed. 10...Kf8. 
He is not afraid of losing his castling rights. 11.Qf3 d6 12.exd6 Qe8+. Now, 
White must either lose his chance of castling, or trade the queens. 13.Kd1 
Qc6yp Foote — De Blois Figueredo, ICCF 2008. In the next few moves Black 
will win the enemy pawn on d6, which has been cut off from the rest of his 
forces and after that he will have a material advantage as well as a bishop- 
pair.) 10...d6. Black has the two-bishop advantage, so he must open the 
position as quickly as possible. 11.exd6 Qxd6 12.Qxd6 Bxd6? In the arising 
endgame, White cannot exploit the weakness on d4, because with his next 
several moves Black will exert powerful pressure against the pawn on c2 
(Bf5, Rc8), so White will not have sufficient compensation for his opponent’s 
bishop-pair. 

Following 4.c3 d5 5.d3 Bc53, Black’s pieces are more harmoniously 


— 


deployed and White’s attempt to win the enemy central pawn with the line: 
6.64 Bb6 7.65 Ne7 8.Nxe5?! and then 8...0-0 9.h3 Re8p, would lead to a 
situation with an overwhelming lead in development for Black, Auschkalnis 
— Berrou, Frankfurt 2000. 

4.g¢3.This is White’s most precise move. He wishes to fianchetto his bishop 
as quickly as possible, in order to be able to evacuate his king away from the 
centre should any danger appear. 4...Bc5 5.Bg2 d6 6.d3 h6. Black not only 
avoids the pin of his knight, but also plans to prepare f5 after retreating his 
knight to the h7-square. 7.Nbd2 a5!? He begins to occupy space on the 
queenside. 8.Nc4, Antipov — Ivanchuk, Berlin 2015, 8...b5!? 9.Ne3 0-0= 
There arises a complicated fight with mutual chances in the middle game in 
which both sides have their trumps. 
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2...Nxe4! 

Black is not afraid of losing his castling rights. 

3.Bxf7+ Kxf7 4.Qh5+ Kg8! 

This move seems to be more precise than 4...g6, because Black does not 
intend to develop his bishop to the g7-square anyway. 


Black’s attempt to preserve his extra piece would lead to a catastrophe, 


because such a risky king-sortie to the centre of the board at an early stage of 
the game would end inevitably to a crush for him. 4...Kf6? 5.Qf3+ Ke5? 
Black could have avoided this road to hell, but White would have been better 
anyway. 6.d4+! He opens the diagonal of his bishop with tempo. 6...Kxd4 
7.Nc3. White wishes to exchange his opponent’s only developed piece. 
7...Nxc3 8.bxc3+ Ke5 9.Nh3 h6. Now, Black must lose a tempo in order to 
cover the g5-square against the sortie of the enemy knight. 10.0-0 d5 11.Bf4+ 
Ke6 12.Rfel+ Kd7 13.Qxd5+ Ke8 14.Qh5+ Kd7 15.Qb5+ White could have 
won the enemy queen here, but his last move is more precise, because it leads 
to a checkmate by force. 15...c6 16.Rad1+ Ke8 17.Qh5+ g6 18.Qxg6# 


5.Qd5+ e6 6.Qxe4 d5 
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7.Qe2 
White is forced to lose a tempo for the retreat of his queen. 


After 7.Qe3 e5!, he will be faced with a rather unpleasant choice. He must 
either comply with the fact that his opponent will occupy the centre with his 
pawns, or after capturing on e5, he would suffer due to his serious lag in 
development. 8.Ne2 (8.Qxe5 Nc6 9.Qe3 Qf6!? This is Black’s most precise 


move. He develops his queen to an active position and prevents d2-d4. His 
later plans include the transfer of his rook from a8 to e8. 10.d3 Bg4 11.f3 

Bd7 12.Qf4 Re8+ 13.Kd1 Qe6 14.Bd2 Bd6 15.Qh4 BeS5p) 8...Nc6 9.0-0 Bf5y 
Foust — Arnold, ICCF 2008. Black has a powerful pawn-centre and the two- 
bishop advantage. His only problem — the safety of his king, can be solved 
easily with the moves h7-h6 and Kh7. 


7...NC6!? 


It also seems good for Black to opt here for 7...e5!?, after which there arises 
transposition to a line, which we have already analysed. About 8.Qxe5 Nc6 — 
see 7.Qe3, or 8.d3 Nc6 9.Nf3 — see 7...Nc6. 


7...c5. This is the most popular move for Black, but we do not recommend 
it, because after 8.Nf3 Nc6 9.0-0, he must continue with 9...Qf6!? (The move 
9...Bd6 weakens Black’s control over the important central d5-square and 
White can exploit this immediately with the move 10.c4!?,,) 10.d3 Bd7? 
Black still has some edge thanks to his powerful bishop-pair, but it has 
become obvious that he could have achieved much more in this position. 
Later, his minimal advantage is likely to diminish even more. 


8.Nf3 e5! 
This move is energetic and strong. 


ae ae ee a ee a 


9.d3 
Now, White must defend passively, since capturing the pawn loses by 
force. 


9.Nxe5? Nd4 10.Qd3 (10.Qh5 g6 11.Nxg6 hxg6—+ Vospernik — Sklyarov, 
Pattaya 2011) 10...Qg5. This is a quite concrete way for Black to win this 
position (It is also possible for him to choose here the more prosaic move 
10...Bc5—+, creating the threat Bf5.). 11.Qxd4 Qxg2 12.Rf1 Bh3 13.Qd3 Bd6 
14.f4 Bxe5S 15.fxe5 Rf8 16.Rxf8+ Kxf8. White has an extra piece, but the 
outcome of the game is quite obvious, since his queenside is not developed at 
all. 17.Nc3 Qg1+ 18.Ke2 Bfl—+ 

9...Bg¢4 10.c3. White defends against Nd4. 10...Qf6 11.Be3, Buektas — 
Wyder, ICCF 2007. 
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Here, Black can obtain an advantage after the routine capturing on f3, 
compromising his opponent’s kingside pawn-structure, but can also increase 
the positional pressure: 11...Bd6!?p1, followed by Rf8. White will have to 
defend long and hard an inferior position without any good prospects. 


Chapter 2 
1.e4 Nf6 2.d3 
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With this move White wishes to show his opponent that he plans to focus 
on the fight in the middle game. 

After 2.d3, as a rule, there arise positions with colours reversed, which are 
more typical for the King’s Indian Defence, or the Philidor Defence. It all 
depends on where White will develop later his light-squared bishop. 

2...05 

Black inflicts an immediate strike against the enemy centre, but enables his 
opponent to play e4-e5. 

His most reliable move 2...e5 will be analysed in the next chapter. 

3.e5 

About 3.Nd2 e5 — see the next chapter. 


After 3.Nc3, Black’s simplest response would be 3...dxe4 and no matter 
how White would recapture, there would arise an approximately equal 


endgame on the board. 
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4.Bg5?! This pawn-sacrifice does not seem to be justified. 4...Bg4 5.Qd2 
h6!? Black does not hold on to his material advantage and is happy to have a 
bishop-pair in an open position. 6.Bxf6 exf6 7.Qf4 Be6 8.dxe4 Bb4? It is well 
known that one of the advantages of having a bishop-pair is often the 
possibility to exchange one of the bishops advantageously for an enemy 
knight. Now, White must consider permanently the trade Bxc3, after which 
his queenside pawn-structure would be compromised. 

4.Nxe4 Nxe4 5.dxe4 Qxd1+ 6.Kxd1 Nd7!?= This is Black’s simplest road 
to equality. He wishes to play NcS, attacking the enemy pawn on e4. If White 
prevents this with Be3, then Black follows with e7-e5 and then BcS, 
managing to exchange the powerful enemy bishop. 

4.dxe4 Qxd1+ 5.Kxd1 e5 6.Nf3 Bd6 7.Bc4 0-0 8.Bg5 Nbd7 9.Ke2 h6 
10.Bh4 a6= Black prevents the enemy knight-sortie to the b5-square, Heretis 
— Eleftherakis, Anogia 2013. White’s game is a bit freer, but he has not 
achieved anything meaningful, since Black has no pawn-weaknesses in his 
position. 
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3.exd5. Giving up the centre is not in the spirit of the position for White. 


3...Qxd5!? Now, there arises a position from the Scandinavian Defence, but 
with the move d2-d3, which 1s definitely not in favour of White. 4.Nc3 Qd6 
5.Nf3 Nc6 6.Be2 Bf5 7.0-0 a6. Black must control the b5-square not to allow 
his queen to come under an attack. 8.Bg5 0-0-0. He has chosen a very 
aggressive plan, connected with castling queenside. Black refrains from 
advancing his e-pawn for the moment to be able later to push it either once, 
or two squares forward. 9.Rel h6 10.Bh4, Kostelansky — Valko, Liptovsky 
Mikulas 2017, 10...e5!? This move is played with the idea to restrict the 
mobility of the enemy bishop. 11.Nd2 g5 12.Nc4 Qe6 13.Bg3. White wishes 
to organise counterplay against the e5-square. Accordingly, it is essential for 
Black to counter that by fortifying this pawn. 13...Ne8!? 14.Bf3 f6? Now, 
White must consider the possibility of Black advancing his kingside pawns. 


3...Nfd7 
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Here, White can play A) 4.Nf3, or fortify more reliably his centre with the 
move B) 4.f4. 


About 4.Qe2 c5 5.Nf3 Nc6 — see 4.Nf3. 


About 4.d4 c5 5.c3 Nc6 6.Nf3 (6.f4 cxd4 — see 4.f4) 6...cxd4 — see 4.Nf3. 


After the pawn-sacrifice 4.e6, White will hardly obtain sufficient 
compensation. 4...fxe6 5.c4, Shirazi — Patsia, La Fere 2005, 5...g6!? Black’s 
subsequent plan is quite simple: Bg7, c7-c5, Nc6, establishing control over 
the central squares. 6.h4 Bg7 7.h5 c5 8.Nc3 Nc63 Now, White must comply 
with the fact that his position is worse and refrain from regaining his pawn 
9.cxd5?!, because after 9...exd5 10.Nxd5 Nde5 11.Ne3 Nd4n, it would 
become quite clear that Black would seize completely the initiative. 


A) 4.Nf3 ¢5 
Here, before developing his knight with Nc6, Black advances at first his 
pawn. 
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5.g3 
White wishes to develop his bishop on g2, since on the e2-square it would 
stand in the way of his major pieces to protect the pawn on e5. 


5.Qe2 Nc6 6.Bf4, Galdunts — Afek, France 2003 (6.g3 g6 — see 5.g3) 
6...g6!23 Later, Black will follow with Bg7, Nf8, Bg4 and he will not only 


activate his light-squared bishop, but will also increase maximally his 
pressure against the enemy pawn on eS. 


5.Nc3. This move looks a bit premature, because Black can win tempi for 
his pawn-offensive on the queenside with the move b5-b4. 5...Nc6 6.Bf4 e6 
7.23 (7.Qe2 b5%) 7...Be7 8.h4 b5. He does not need to lose time for the 
protection of his b-pawn, since if White captures it, he would lose his knight. 
9.Bg2 b4. Black seizes additional space on the queenside with tempo. 
10.Nb1. Now, it has become obvious that White’s early knight-sortie has led 
to the loss of two important tempi for him. 10...a5. It is quite typical for 
similar positions that Black is not in a hurry to castle kingside, but improves 
maximally his position on the queenside instead. 11.0-0 Ba6 12.Re1 hé6. It is 
useful for him to have control over the g5-square. 13.h5 Qb6 14.Nbd2, 
Grosse — Albrecht, Berlin 2004, 14...0-0? Black’s achievements on the 
queenside seem to be much more important than White’s success on the other 
side of the board. 


5.c3. White is preparing the move d3-d4, in order to protect his e5-pawn. 
5...Nc6 6.d4 (If he refrains from the move d3-d4, for example with 6.Bf4, 
then Black will prepare an attack against the pawn on e5 with f7-f6: 6...e6 
7.g3 Be7 8.h4 f6 9.exf6 Bxf6 10.Bg2 e5 11.Be3, Markovic — Gajic, Nis 2016, 
11...Be7!?=) 6...cxd4!? This is Black’s most reliable move with which he can 
fight for the advantage. He delays the pawn-advance e7-e6, which would lead 
to a French type of pawn-structure and would make his bishop on c8 “bad”. 
7.cxd4 Nb6. The knight frees a square for the bishop. This move would have 
been impossible before, since the c5-pawn would be hanging. 8.Be2 Bf5 9.0- 
0 e6. Now, Black can play this move, because his bishop has been developed 
to an active position. 10.Nc3 (10.Bg5 Be7 11.Bxe7 Qxe7= Finkel — 
Skripchenko, Holon 1995) 10...Be7= Black’s prospects do not seem to be 
worse in the forthcoming fight. If White tries to play too actively, he might 
end up in an inferior position, for example: 11.Ne1?! Yates — Nimzowitsch, 
London 1927, 11...Rc8!? This is Black’s most accurate move. He plans to 
counter f2-f4 with capturing Nxd4. 12.g4 Bg6 and White cannot play 13.f4?, 


in view of 13...Nxd4p 


5...Nc6 
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6.Qe2 


Following 6.Bf4, Black can play 6...g5!? exchanging a flank pawn for the 
enemy central pawn. 7.Bxg5 (White’s hasty attack 7.c6? gxf4 8.Ng5 can be 
easily parried by Black with 8...Nf6 9.exf7+ Kd7—+ Jepsen — Thuesen, 
Denmark 1991.) 7...Ndxe5 8.Nxe5 Nxe5+ Black dominates in the centre and 
this may be an important factor in the middle game. 


6...26!? 

This is his most energetic response. Black wishes to fianchetto his bishop in 
order to increase his pressure against the enemy e-pawn. 

7.Bg2 


7.c3, Vidarsson — Gretarsson, Iceland 1999. White’s attempt to fortify his 
e5-pawn with the move d3-d4 would not solve all the problems for him. 
7...Bg7!? 8.d4 cxd4 9.cxd4 f6! Black plans to trade the pawn on e5 and to 


begin an attack against his opponent’s other central pawn. 10.exf6 Nxf6 
11.Bg2 Bg4. He intends to exchange an important defender of the pawn on 
d4. 12.Qe3 Bxf3 13.Qxf3 0-0 14.Qd1 Ne4. White lags horribly in 
development and will fail to hold the material balance. 15.Be3 Qa5+ 16.Nd2 
Bxd4p Black has an extra pawn and more actively deployed pieces. 


7...Bg7 8.Bf4 h6 9.h4 
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The inclusion of these moves with the rook pawns is in favour of Black, 
because now White will be incapable of ousting the enemy bishop on g4 with 
the move h2-h3. 9...Nf8! 10.Nbd2 Bg4 11.c3 Ne6p Galinsky — Shishkin, 
Kiev 2000. Black has seized completely the initiative, moreover that White’s 
bishop cannot avoid the attack of the enemy knight, because of the loss of the 
pawn one5. 


B) 4.f4 ¢5 
Black prepares Nc6. 
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5.Nf3 


5.Be2 Nc6 6.Bf3, Stepovaia — Khagurov, Krasnodar 1998 (about 6.Nf3 e6, 
or 6.c3 e6 7.Nf3 b5 — see 5.Nf3). If White wished to organise pressure 
against the enemy pawn on d5, he had better do that with the help of the 
moves g3, Bg2. Now, Black can play 6...Nd4!?+, emphasizing the defects of 
the plan chosen by White. 7.Bxd5?! He must comply with presenting the 
opponent with the two-bishop advantage, because he is obviously not well 
prepared for the opening of the game in the centre. 7...Nxe5? 


5.Nc3. White’s knight is not so well placed here, since it may come under 
an attack after b5-b4. 5...e6 6.Nf3 b5!? 7.a3. He must lose a tempo to prevent 
the further advance of the enemy b-pawn (7.Nxb5? Qa5+ 8.Nc3 d4—+). 7...a6 
8.24 Nc6=, followed by Bb7, Be7, Qb6, Garcia — Reis, Albacete 1994. Now, 
Black has the option to castle on either side of the board. 


5.g3. White wishes to fianchetto his bishop on f1 without determining yet 
the future placement of his king’s knight. 5...Nc6 6.Bg2 (6.Nf3 e6 — see 
5.Nf3) 6...e6. Black protects reliably his d5-square, but his bishop on c8 


remains cramped inside his own camp. 
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About 7.Nf3 b5, or 7.c3 Be7 8.Nf3 b5 — see 5.Nf3. 

7.Nh3. White leaves the f3-square for his other knight, but the manoeuvre 
Nd2-f3 seems rather slow. 7...Be7 8.0-0 0-0 9.Nd2 b5 10.Nf3 (The pawn- 
advance 10.c4 does not look so logical, because Black wishes himself to open 
the position in the centre in order to avoid the forthcoming enemy attack on 
the kingside. 10...bxc4 11.dxc4 Nb6? Vasiukov — A.Zaitsev, Tula 2018. 
White’s knight is isolated at the edge of the board and is incapable of joining 
in the fight for the central squares.) 10...Bb7 11.Qe2, Pedersen — Tolstrup, 
Denmark 2001, 11...Nb6!?+ Black has completed the development of his 
pieces. Later, he will begin a pawn-offensive on the queenside. 

7.Nd2 Be7 8.Ne2. Now, just like when White develops his knight on h3, he 
leaves the f3-square for his other knight. Still, it is well-known that in 
positions of the King’s Indian type a knight on e2(e7) is usually not so well 
placed. (8.Ngf3 b5 9.0-0 Qb6 10.c3 a5+ Martin Fuentes — Sevilla Subiza, 
Padron 2008; 8.Nh3 b5 9.0-0 0-0 — see 7.Nh3; 8.Ndf3, Vorobiov — 
Kuljasevic, Trieste 2012, 8...b5!?+) 8...65+ Hennigan — Knott, Birmingham 
2000. Black is not in a hurry to castle, because his king may come under an 
attack there and wishes at first to develop his queenside pieces. 


7.c4. White’s pressure against the d5-square would hardly create any 
serious problems for the opponent. 7...Nb6 8.b3 Be7 9.Nc3 0-0 10.Nf3 £5!? 
This is a multi-purpose move. At first Black applies some prophylactic 
against White’s possible kingside attack and secondly, Black prepares d5-d4, 
after which White would be incapable of retreating with his knight to the 
centre of the board. 11.0-0 d4 12.Ne2 Bd7 13.Qel a5,,, followed by Nb4, a5- 
a4, Zhdanenia — Nowak, LSS 2013. Black’s active queenside actions will 
deflect White from organising an attack against the enemy king. 


5.c3. White is preparing d3-d4, so that later he would not need to worry 
about the possible undermining of the e5-pawn by his opponent. 5...Nc6 6.d4 
(6.Nf3 Nb6, or 6.Be2 e6 7.Nf3 b5 — see 5.Nf3) 6...cxd4. Now, in order to 
solve the problem with the development of his bishop on c8, Black must play 
Nb6, so he has to exchange the pawns before that. 7.cxd4 Nb6 
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8.Bb5. The threat of the exchange on c6 is not dangerous for Black, 
because he would obtain the two-bishops advantage and good prospects on 
the light squares. 8...Bf5 9.Nf3 e6= Peschen — Jarecki, Email 2012. 
After 8.Nf3, Black can develop his light-squared bishop not only on f5, but 
also on the g4-square. 8...Bg4 9.Be2 Rc8 10.Nc3 e6= His prospects are not 


worse at all. Still, he must play very accurately. For example White’s natural 
move 11.Be3?! would enable Black to seize the initiative after 11...Bxf3 
12.Bxf3 Nc4. He wins an important tempo to develop his queen on b6. 
13.Bcl Qb6. Now, White is incapable of protecting simultaneously on d4 and 
b2. 14.Ne2 Nxb2 15.Bxb2 Qxb2p Varga — Krizsany, Sarospatak 1995. 

8.Nc3 Bf5 9.Nf3 e6 10.Bd3 Bg4!? Black wishes to trade his bishop for the 
enemy knight, which protects the pawn on d4. 11.Be3 Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 
13.0-0, Leisebein — Doderer, Email 2013. Black lags a bit in development, 
but after 13...Bb4!?=, he will evacuate his king away from the centre with his 
next move and will obtain an acceptable position. 


5...Nc6 
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We will analyse now: B1) 6.Be2 and B2) 6.g3. 

6.Nc3 Nb6. Black prepares the development of his bishop on ¢4. 7.h3. 
White prevents his opponent’s plan in a straightforward fashion. 7...h5. Now, 
White cannot play g2-¢4. The development of Black’s bishop on g4 is 
impossible, so he wishes to place it on f5. 8.g3, Hort — Herbrechtsmeier, 
Germany 1982, 8...Bf5!? 9.Nh4 g6. He is not afraid of the exchange on f5, 
because his knight would be stronger than the enemy bishop in this closed 
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position. 10.Bg2 e6 11.0-0 Be7= 


6.c3 Nb6 7.h3, Cherniaev — Korneev, Moscow 2012 (If White does not 
prevent the development of his opponent’s bishop on g4, Black would obtain 
a very comfortable game after that: 7.,Be2 Bg4 8.Nbd2 e6= Korzubov — 
Guseinov, Tallinn 1983.) 7...d4!?. Black seizes space and is not afraid to 
weaken the e4-square. 8.c4 f5. This is the point. He takes the central square 
under control and prevents White’s plan, connected with Nd2-e4. 9.g3 e6 
10.Bg2 Be7 11.0-0 0-0= White can hardly organise any active actions on the 
kingside. In addition, Black can organise himself some active actions there 
after Bd7-e8, h6, g5. 


B1) 6.Be2 
White’s bishop is not so active here as on the long diagonal. 
6...€6 
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Black wishes to develop his pieces as quickly as possible and to prepare the 
undermining move f7-f6. 
7.0-0 


About 7.Nc3 Be7 8.0-0 0-0, or 7.c4 Be7 8.Nc3 Nb6 9.0-0 0-0 — see 7.0-0. 


7.c3. White takes the central d4-square under control, but creates a target 
for his opponent on the queenside. 7...b65 8.Na3, Korzubov — Dvoirys, Vilnius 
1984 (About 8.0-0 Be7 — see 7.0-0; the move 8.a3, Antipov — S.Ivanov, 
Stockholm 2017, would not prevent b5-b4, because after 8...a5!?+, Black 
would advance b5-b4 anyway, after playing Rb8, or Bb7.) 8...b4!? He wins a 
tempo for the development of his initiative by attacking White’s knight. 
9.Nc2 a5 10.0-0 Be7~=, preventing Ng5. Later, Black does not need to be in a 
hurry to castle. He should better complete the development of his queenside 
pieces by playing Ba6, Qb6 and after that, depending on White’s actions, 
decide where to castle. 


7...Be7 
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8.c3 


8.Nc3 0-0 9.Qel f6!? White’s pawn on e5 cramps Black’s pieces, so he 
should exchange it. 10.exf6 Bxf6+ 11.f5?! This is a pseudo-active move, 
which presents Black with the e5-square for his pieces and helps him to get 


rid of his weak e6-pawn. 11...Nde5 12.fxe6 Bxe6p Latreche — Kosteniuk, 
Teheran 2017. Black’s pieces are obviously much more active. 


8.c4. The attack of the d5-square cannot create any serious problems for 
Black. 8...0-0 9.Nc3 Nb6 10.Kh1 (After 10.Qe1, Black has a good response — 
10...Nd4= Kiik — Kosmo, Naantali 2003.) 10...f5!?=, increasing the control 
over the e4-square, Kogan — Kanep, Puhajarve 2017. He plans to continue 
with d5—d4, ousting White’s knight from its active position. 


8...b5!? 
This move is played with the idea to attack the pawn on c3 with b5-b4. 
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9.d4 
9.a3, Dyjukic — Kanmazalp, Skopje 2016, 9...a5!?= 
9.Na3 b4 10.Nc2 bxc3 11.bxc3, Welling — I.Sokolov, Gibraltar 2009, 


11...Ba6!?+ Now, if White advances d3-d4, then Black would exchange 
favourably the light-squared bishops. 


9.Be3 Rb8 10.Nbd2 a5 11.d4 b4,, Kovalev — Ganguly, Riadh 2017. Black 
plays actively on the queenside with the idea to deflect his opponent from his 
kingside offensive. 


9...Qb6. Black increases his pressure against the d4-square. 10.Na3. White 
plans to transfer his knight to c2, increasing his control over the d4-square. 
10...b4 11.Nce2 bxc3 12.bxc3 0-0 13.Kh1 Ba6. Black has less space, so the 
exchange of some minor pieces would be in his favour. 14.Bxa6 Qxa6 15.5, 
Ziska — Holm, Reykjavik 2012, 15...cxd4!? 16.cxd4 Qa4+ Black prevents 
the transfer of the enemy knight to e3 (which would force the trade of the 
queens...) and also increases his pressure against the d4-square, squeezing the 
enemy queen with the necessity to protect the knight on c2. 


B2) 6.g3 e6 
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7.Bg2 


About 7.c3 b5 8.Bg2 Be7 — see 7.Bg2. 
It does not seem good for White to play here 7.c4, because Black is better 


prepared for the fight for the centre. 7...Nb6 8.Be3. White covers the d4- 
square against the penetration of the enemy knight. Now however, Black can 
play d5-d4 with tempo. 8...Be7 9.Nbd2 0-0 10.Be2. White must give up the 
idea to fianchetto his bishop, because then his pawn on d3 would remain 
defenceless. 10...d4 11.Bf2 Nd7. After Black has closed the centre, his knight 
on b6 has become misplaced 12.0-0 f6 13.exf6 Nxf6? McShane — Zhang, 
Tiayuan 2005. The weakness of the pawn on e6 is irrelevant, because Black 
can always get rid of it with the moves Ng4 and e6-e5. The absence of the 
bishop on g2, after White has already played g2-g3, weakens considerably his 
king. 


7.Bh3. White exerts pressure against the pawn on e6 and wishes thus to 
prevent his opponent’s pawn-advance f7-f5. Accordingly, Black should 
forget about an attack on the kingside and concentrate instead on active 
actions on the queenside. 7...b5 8.0-0 Be7 9.Qe2, Piskunov — Fyodorova, 
Moscow 2012, 9...0-0!9= 


7...b5!? 

Black begins an immediate offensive on the queenside. 
8.0-0 

About 8.c3 Be7 9.0-0 — see 8.0-0. 

8...Be7 


Now, White must choose a plan for his further actions. 
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9.Nc3 
His plan, connected with Ne2, 4, Ng3 seems a bit too slow. 


9.Rel, Movsziszian — Garcia Miracle, La Pobla de Lillet 2003. White 
wishes to impede the enemy pawn-advance f7-f6, but his rook is better placed 
on fl if we have in mind the organisation of his eventual kingside attack. 
9...0-0!2= 


9.Be3. White bring his bishop into the control over the central squares. 
9...0-0 10.Nbd2, Ionescu — Popescu, Baile Tusnad 2000, 10...a5!?. Now, 
before playing Ba6, Black advances his pawn. 11.c3 Ba6+ Later, White must 
play very carefully not to allow the opening of the game in the centre and on 
the queenside after d5-d4, or b5-b4. 


9.c4. White opens the game in the centre and forgets about the plan 
connected with a kingside attack. 9...bxc4 10.dxc4 Nb6 11.cxd5 (It is 
obviously bad for White to begin defending 11.Na3 Ba6? Espinosa Aranda — 
Castellanos Gomez, La Roda 2018.) 11...exd5 12.Nc3 0-0 13.Nel1, Kiselev — 
Ulybin, St Petersburg 1993. White has managed to create pressure against the 


enemy d5-pawn. Still, Black has at his disposal a very promising pawn- 
sacrifice. 13...Rb8!? 14.Nxd5 Nxd5 15.Qxd5 Nd4 16.Qxd8 Rxd8. His pieces 
are very active and White can hardly complete the development of his 
queenside pieces, preserving his extra pawn. 17.Rf2 Nf5. Black is threatening 
Rd1. 18.Rd2 Rxd2 19.Bxd2 Rxb2= He has managed to restore the material 
balance. 


9.c3 a5 10.Be3, Hickl — Studer, Switzerland 2013 (Following 10.d4, Black 
can deploy quickly his bishop on the fl-a6 diagonal. 10...b4 11.Be3, Berg — 
Pedersen, Aalborg 2000, 11...Ba6!? 12.Rf2 0-0° He has seized the initiative 
on the queenside.) 10...Ba6!?+ Both sides have their trumps and there will 
arise a complicated fight in the middle game with mutual chances. 


9...b4 10.Ne2 Bb7 
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11.Be3 
11.c3 0-0 12.Be3 a5+ Safar — Cotic, Sveti Filip 1 Jakov 2017. 


It is quite likely that before transferring his knight to the g3-square, White 


should take care about some prophylactic on the queenside. 11.c4 Nb6 12.b3 
0-0 13.g4, Castaneda — Vasquez Ramirez, Brazil 2000, but even then, Black 
can organise effective counterplay, preparing opening of the a-file: 13...a5!? 
14.Ng3 a4 15.Rb1 axb3 16.axb3 Raz2,, 


11...0-0 12.¢4 Qc7. Black does not wish to wait until White organises an 
attack against his king and prepares the move f7-f6. There would appear a 
weak pawn on e6 after that, but Black would protect it reliably with his rook 
on e8. 13.Ng3, Moltsanov — Tolstikh, Pardubice 2010, 13...f6!? 14.exf6 Bxf6 
15.Rb1 Rae8? Black’s very active pieces more than compensate the slight 
weakness of his e6-pawn. 


Chapter 3 
1.e4 Nf6 2.d3 e5 
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This position is reached much more often in the Open games when White, 
after the moves 1.e4 e5, does not develop his bishop in the typical way for the 
Open games on bS, or c4, but leaves it closed inside his own camp after 2.d3, 
while Black replies with 2...Nf6. Now, the prospects of the bishop on fl 
would remain rather modest. White can develop it on e2, or fianchetto it to g2 
after the preliminary move g2-g3. 


3.Nf3 
About 3.Be2 d5 4.Nd2 Nc6 — see 3.Nd2. 


3.g4?! This flank attack may be original, but not strong... 3...h6. At first 
Black prevents the further advance of White’s pawn (g4-g5) and then, 
according to the classical principles, will counter it with a strike in the centre 
(d7-d5). 4.Nc3, Mrva — Konopka, Czech Republic 1996, 4...d5!?3 


It seems too slow for White to choose here 3.h3 d5 4.Nd2, because Black 
can advance at first his c-pawn, before developing his queen’s knight: 4...c5 
5.exd5 Nxd5 6.Nc4 Nc6 7.Nf3 f6? Kempinski — Matuszewski, Ketrzyn 2007. 
He has managed to build a beautiful centre of pieces and pawns. 


The move 3.Bg5 looks premature. 3...h6 4.Bh4 (After 4.Bxf6 Qxf63, White 
does not have compensation for his opponent’s two-bishop advantage.) 
4...d5! Black is not afraid of the weakening of his kingside pawn-structure. 
5.exd5 Qxd5 6.Bxf6 gxf6? Ziechaus — Hnilicka, ICCF 2007. The position has 
been opened and Black’s bishop-pair has turned into powerful force. 

3.c3. White wishes to fortify his pawn on e4 with the move Qc2. 3...d5 
4.Qc2 (4.Nd2 Nc6 — see 3.Nd2) 4...c5 5.Nf3 Nc6. Black has occupied the 
centre with his pawns and despite the fact that White does not have pawn- 
weaknesses in his position, he must already fight for equality. 6.Be2 Be7 7.0- 
0 0-0 
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After the waiting move 8.a3, Zhuravliov — Cherevko, Ozery 1997, Black 
can also play a move with his rook-pawn: 8...h6!?3, preventing the 
development of the enemy bishop to g5. 
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8.Rel. White wishes, after the exchange on d5, to play Bfl and to create 
pressure against the e5-square. Black can simply close the centre with 8...d4, 
thwarting his opponent’s plans. 9.Nbd2. This is the beginning of a rather slow 
plan with the transfer of the knight to the g3-square. 9...Be6 10.Nf1, Podinic 
— Markus, Kragujevac 2015, 10...h6!? Black intends to continue with Re8, 
Bf8, so that White would not obtain the two-bishop advantage after the move 
Ng3-f5. So, it would be useful for Black to prevent Ng5 and Bg5. 11.Ng3 
Re8? White’s position is solid, but rather passive. 

8.Nbd2. He finally manages to develop his queen’s knight. 8...Qc7!? Black 
fortifies his e5-pawn and frees the d8-square for his rook. 9.Rel (9.a3. White 
is preparing b2-b4, but Black is well prepared for the opening of the game on 
the queenside thanks to his space advantage. 9...Be6!? 10.b4 cxb4 11.cxb4 
Rac8? Black is not in a hurry to push d5-d4, since he is waiting for the move 
Bb2. He will close the centre only after that and will restrict thus the mobility 
of the enemy bishop.) 9...Rd8 10.a3, Luetke — D.Gurevich, Groningen 1996, 
10...h6!? This is useful prophylactic. Now, after the move Be6, White will 
not have the knight-sortie to the g5-square. 11.b4 a6, preventing b4-b5. 
Later, Black will play Be6, Rac8 and will occupy additional space in the 
centre with the move d5-d4 at an opportune moment. 


3.c4. After this move there arises on the board a position from the English 
Opening, but not in a good version for White, because he has weakened the 
d4-square. 3...c6!? This is Black’s simplest reaction. He 1s preparing a strike 
in the centre with the move d7-d5. 
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4.Nc3. White increases his control over the d5-square, but his knight can be 
attacked there after d5-d4. 4...d5 5.cxd5 cxd5 6.exd5 (White should not allow 
d5-d4: 6.Bg5 d4 7.Nce2, Rosicki — Klementys, Chorzow 2008, 7...Qb6!?y 
Black has a space advantage and the powerful threat against the pawn on b2, 
moreover that White must consider permanently the possibility Bb4+.) 
6...Nxd5 7.Nf3 Nc6 8.Be2 Bb4. Black develops with tempo his dark-squared 
bishop. 9.Bd2 0-03 Bratina — Mihelj, Nova Gorica 2010. White does not have 
compensation for the vulnerability of his pawn on d3. 

Following 4.Nf3, Black has an interesting pawn-sacrifice — 4...Bb4+ 5.Nc3 
0-0!? 


Y 


ary 
x vy 


“yy Zs, 
“ee 
Y 
Yttili, "fy, Zl a 
Ga ete 


Rel R lB lie ee, 


abcdefgh 

6.Nxe5. It is tremendously risky for White to accept this gift... 6...d5 7.cxd5 
cxd5© He has an extra pawn indeed, but lags horribly in development. 

6.a3 Bxc3+ 7.bxc3 d5 8.Nxe5 Re8 9.f4 dxe4° Hertneck — Bruehl, 
Altenkirchen 2001. Black has better development and a superior pawn- 
structure, so this compensates with an interest White’s two-bishop advantage. 

6.Qb3. White’s queen is not well placed on this square. 6...Ba5!? 7.Bd2, 
Hort — Rukavina, Brno 1975, 7...d6!?+ At first Black protects reliably his 
pawn on e5 and then will transfer his knight to c5, winning a tempo by 
attacking the enemy queen: Na6(d7)-cS. 

6.Be2 d5 7.cxd5 cxd5 8.0-0 d4% Laag — Metzler, Wolfstein 2017. White has 
no compensation for his cramped position. 


The move 3.Nd2 leads as a rule to transposition of moves. 3...d5 
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About 4.Nef3 Nc6, or 4.exd5 Qxd5 5.Ngf3 Nc6, or 4.c3 Nc6 5.Ngf3 a5, or 
5.Be2 Bc5 6.Ngf3 a5, or 4.Be2 Nc6 5.Nef3 BcS, or 5.c3 BcS 6.Ngf3 a5 — see 
3.Nf3. 

4.¢3 Bc5 5.Bg2. White fianchettoes his bishop, but not under the most 
favourable circumstances. Now, after 5...dxe4, he will have problems. 6.Nxe4 
(6.dxe4?! Ng4. Here, in order to protect his pawn on f2, White must develop 
his knight to the edge of the board. 7.Nh3 Nc6 8.0-0 a5!?up, Black seizes 
space on the queenside.) 6...Nxe4 7.Bxe4 0-0 8.Bg2 Nc6? Panov — 
Skatchkov, Tomsk 2002. He is better developed and the pawn on e5 promises 
him dominance in the centre. 


3.23 d5 
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About 4.Nd2 Bc5 — see 3.Nd2. 

4.exd5. Giving up the centre does not look good for White. 4...Qxd5!? 
Black wishes to exploit the weakening of the hl-a8 diagonal. 5.Nf3 (5.Qf3?! 
Qc5!? He avoids the early exchange of the queens in order to make use later 
of the misplacement of the enemy queen on the f3-square. 6.Nc3 Nc6p, 
followed by Bg4, or Nd4, Luethke — Meyer, Germany 1994.) 5...Bg4 6.Bg2 
e4. Black has a superior development, so the opening of the game would be 
in his favour. 7.Qe2 (7.Nc3? exf3 8.Nxd5 fxg2 9.Nxf6+ gxf6—+) 7...Nc6 
8.dxe4 Qxe4 9.Qxe4+ Nxe4f The queens have been traded and there has 
arisen a transfer to an endgame; nevertheless, White will hardly manage to 
neutralise his opponent’s initiative. 

4.Bg2!? White complies with a transfer into an endgame after 4...dxe4 
5.dxe4 Qxd1+ 6.Kxd1, but he would not be worse in it. 6...Nc6 7.f3. Now, 
Black does not have the possibilities, connected with Ng4. 7...Bc5 8.c3. 
White covers the d4-square, but weakens the d3-square. 8...Be6 9.Bh3, 
Kireev — Labedz, Karvina 2012, 9...Bc4!? Black is reluctant to trade the light- 
squared bishops. 10.Nd2 Bd3 11.Bfl 0-0-0+ White does not have pawn- 
weaknesses in his position, but still, he would hardly manage to neutralise his 
opponent’s initiative. 


3.Nc3 d5 
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About 4.Nf3 Nc6, or 4.exd5 Nxd5 5.Nf3 Nc6, or 5.g3 Be6é 6.Bg2 Nc6 
7.Nf3 Qd7 — see 3.Nf3. 

4.Bg5. This pin is not dangerous for Black. 4...dxe4 5.dxe4 Nbd7. He 
prevents the doubling of his pawns. 6.Bc4 c6+. Black takes the d5-square 
under control and plans later a pawn-offensive: b7-b5 and a7-a5. 7.Nge2 b5 
8.Bb3, Schmidt — Lindinger, Bargteheide 2011, 8...a5!? 9.23 Ba6? Black will 
advance b5-b4, after which his bishop will exert powerful pressure against 
the enemy position on the a6-f1 diagonal. 


3.f4. White plays in the spirit of the King’s Gambit. Later however, he will 
miss badly a bishop on c4 in order to be able to attack the f7-square. 3...exf4. 
Black should better give up immediately the e5-square and concentrate on 
advancing d7-d5. 4.Bxf4 Nc6 
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It is obviously bad for White to play here 5.e5?, because Black’s knight 
retreats and threatens the enemy bishop. 5...Nd5p, joining in the attack 
against the e3-square. 

Following 5.Nc3 Bb4 6.a3, Black can compromise his opponent’s pawn- 
structure. 6...Bxc3+ 7.bxc3 d5 8.e5 Ng4 9.d4. White’s pawn on e5 cramps 
Black’s position, so he should better undermine it immediately. 9...f6 10.e6!? 
White is reluctant to open the position, because his lag in development might 
quickly become a decisive factor. 10...f5. Black organises an attack against 
the pawn on e6 11.Bd3 0-0 12.Nh3 Bxe6, followed by Nf6-e4. White’s 
bishop-pair cannot compensate his lack of material. 

5.Nf3 d5 6.e5. If White delays this pawn-advance, he might pay a dear 
price for that. (6.Nbd2 Bc5 7.e5 Ng4 8.Qe2 Bf2+. Now, White’s king will 
remain stranded in the centre for a long time. 9.Kd1 Nd4 10.Nxd4 Bxd4 
11.Nf3 Nf2+ 12.Kcl Bg4. Black is not in a hurry to capture on hl, since he 
has the material advantage anyway. 13.Rg1 Bxf3 14.Qxf3 Nxd3+ 15.Bxd3 
Bxgl—+ Tiller — Antoniewski, Davos 2003) 6...Nh5. His knight retreats with 
tempo. 
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After 7.Qd2, Black obtains the two-bishop advantage. 7...Nxf4 8.Qxf4 Be7 
9.d4, Pancevski — Bogdanovski, Skopje 2015, 9...g5!? This move is energetic 
and strong. Black’s plan includes the undermining move f7-f6, but before that 
he wishes to oust the enemy knight from the f3-square in order to deprive the 
pawn on e5 of its important defender. 10.Qe3 g4! 11.Nfd2 Bg5 12.Qf2 fop 
The position is opened and Black’s prospects are obviously preferable thanks 
to his superior development and the two powerful bishops. 

Following 7.Be3 d4 8.Bf2, Black activates his knight, which is presently at 
the edge of the board. 8...Nf4 9.c3 dxc3 10.bxc3, Juhar — Kantorik, Slovakia 
2008, 10...f6!? Black must strive to open the position; otherwise, White will 
complete his development and will maintain an edge thanks to his pawn- 
superiority in the centre. 11.Bg3 fxe5 12.Nxe5. White restores the material 
balance, but now Black can simplify advantageously the position. 12...Nxe5 
13.Bxf4 Ng6 14.Be2 Nxf4 15.Qa4+ Bd7 16.Qxf4 Bd6 17.Qe4+ Qe7? Black’s 
bishops are tremendously powerful in this open position. 

7.Bg5 Be7 8.Bxe7 Qxe7 9.d4 Bg4. White is incapable of holding his centre 
without material losses. 
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After 10.Nc3, there begin tactical complications which are very 
advantageous for Black. 10...Bxf3 11.Qxf3 Nxd4 12.Qxh5 Nxc2+ 13.Kd2 
Nxal 14.Bd3, Olesen — B. Hansen, Denmark 2008. Black’s knight is doomed 
on the al-square, but White will hardly manage to preserve his pawn on e5. 
14...g6!? 15.Q¢4 0-0 16.Qf4 Qe6 17.Rxal Rae8. White will lose his central 
pawn and after that Black will have a rook and three pawns for White’s two 
minor pieces. 18.b4 Qxe5 19.Qxe5 Rxe5p Black must gradually realise his 
material advantage in this endgame. 

10.Bb5, Sremanak — Kantorik, Brno 2013, White pins the enemy knight on 
c6, which attacks the important central squares d4 and e5, but ignores the 
protection of his pawn on b2. 10...Qb4+!? Black is not afraid of ghosts and 
captures immediately the pawn on b2. 11.Nc3 Qxb2 12.Bxc6+ bxc6 13.Ne2 
Bxf3 14.gxf3 Rb8p The pawn-structures of both sides have their defects, but 
Black still has an extra pawn, despite its being doubled. 


3...Nc6 
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Black develops his knight, protecting his pawn in the process. He plans to 
continue with d7-d5 on his next move. 
Now, we will analyse in details: A) 4.c3, B) 4.¢3 and C) 4.Be2. 


If White prevents the pawn-advance d7-d5 with 4.c4, then he will reach a 
version of the English Opening, but it would not be advantageous for him. 
4...Bc5. Black emphasizes the vulnerability of the d4-square. 5.Be2 (5.h3 0-0 
6.Be2 d6 7.0-0 h6. This is a prophylactic move against Bg5, Nc3-d5. 8.Nc3 
Bd7 9.Be3, Fries Nielsen — Smith, Gothenburg 2015, 9...Re8!?= This is 
Black’s most reliable move. He deprives his opponent of the tactical motifs, 
connected with Nxe5 Nxe5 d3-d4.) 5...d6 6.Nc3 Bg4 
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The evaluation of the position will not be changed after the inclusion of the 
moves 7.a3 a5 8.Rb1, Vijayalakshmi — Ganguly, Calicut 2007, 8...0-0!?= 

The move 7.h3 only helps Black’s plan, connected with the occupation of 
the d4-square. 7...Bxf3 8.Bxf3, Schoewel — Panchenko, Germany 1996, 
8...Nd4!?= 

It is not good for White to play here 7.Bg5, since following 7...h6, it would 
not be good for him to exchange on f6. He will not only present his opponent 
with the two-bishop advantage, but will also lose an important defender of 
the d4-square. 8.Be3 0-0= The manoeuvres of White’s bishop have lost a 
tempo for him, although it would be still too early to evaluate the position as 
preferable for Black. 9.Bxc5?! dxc53 Gil — Ortin Moros, Mallorca 1993. After 
White’s unfavourable exchange of the bishops, Black has good prospects to 
attack the pawn on d3. White will fail to place a barrier on the d-file with the 
move Nd5, because Black will oust it from there with his pawn after the 
removal of his knight from c6. 

7.0-0 0-0 8.Bg5 h6 9.Be3, Fine — Adams, New York 1936. White should 
better bring his bishop back in order to protect his d4-square. (After 9.Bh4 
Bxf3!? 10.Bxf3 Nd43, Black seizes firmly the initiative. His subsequent plans 
include c7-c6, depriving the enemy knight of the d5-square and then g7-g5, 


restricting White’s bishop.) 9...Re8!?= Black prevents again the tactical strike 
ones. 


4.Nbd2 d5 5.exd5. After White gives up the centre, he becomes the 
defending side. In addition, his last move does not seem logical, because his 
move 4 turns out to be senseless. (About 5.c3 a5 — see 4.c3; 5.g3 Bc5 — see 
4.¢3; 5.Be2 BcS, or 5.h3 Bc5 6.Be2 0-0 — see 4.Be2.) 5...Qxd5!? Now, Black 
makes use of the fact hat his opponent cannot play Nc3 and develops his 
queen to an active position. 6.Be2. White’s bishop will not be so active here 
as on the long diagonal (He is reluctant to waste a tempo for 6.g3?!, since 
after 6...Bg4 7.Bg2 0-0-0!?3, Black would seize completely the initiative.). 
6...Bc5 7.0-0 0-0 8.Ng5 Nd4+ Zaderman — Alburt, New York 1991. White 
does not have pawn-weaknesses in his position, but his defence is not easy at 
all. Black can at least capture simply on e2 obtaining the two-bishop 
advantage. 


After 4.Bg5 d5!? 5.exd5, Black does not need to worry about the 
weakening of his kingside pawn-structure, because he not only obtains the 
two-bishop advantage, but would also have good attacking prospects on the 
semi-open g-file. (5.Nc3 Bb4 — see 4.Nc3) 5...Qxd5 6.Nbd2 Bg4 7.Be2 h6 
8.Bxf6 gxf6?, followed by 0-0-0, Rg8, f7-f5 and later Bc5, e5-e4, Petrushin — 
Ivlev, Krasnodar 1997. 


4.Nc3. White’s knight is more active here than on the d2-square. 4...d5 
5.exd5. Black’s threat to occupy space with tempo (d5-d4) forces White to 
exchange voluntarily on d5. (5.Bg5 Bb4. Black pins the enemy knight and 
makes the threat d5-d4 even more dangerous. 6.exd5 Qxd5 7.a3 Bxc3+ 
8.bxc3 Bg43, followed by 0-0-0 and e5-e4. It is now very difficult for White 
to parry the increasing initiative of the enemy pieces.) 5...Nxd5 
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About 6.g3 Be6 7.Bg2 Qd7!? — see variation B. 

6.Bd2. After the exchange on c3, White wishes to preserve the flexibility of 
his pawn-structure. 6...Be6 7.Be2 Be7 8.Nxd5. White has less space, so the 
exchanges would be in his favour. Still, he would fail to reach complete 
equality. 8...Bxd5 9.0-0 0-0 10.Bc3. Black parries easily the attack against his 
pawn on e5. 10...Qd6? Mezioud — Al Hamadi, Casablanca 2002. White’s 
position is solid, but somewhat passive. 

6.Be2 Bb4. Black develops his bishop with tempo to an active position. 
7.Bd2 0-0 8.0-0 (It is possible that White should have already thought about 
reaching equality and tried to simplify the position by trading pieces: 8.Nxd5 
Bxd2+ 9.Nxd2 Qxd5 10.0-0 Nd4= Martinovic — Vukanovic, Becici 1993.) 
8...Nxc3 9.bxc3 (9.Bxc3 Bxc3 10.bxc3 Be6 11.Rel Re8? Paneque — Sariego, 
Cuba 1993) 9...Bd6 10.Rb1 £5! White’s position is cramped and he has 
problems finding an active plan for his actions. For example the pawn-break 
in the centre 11.d4?! would only increase his difficulties. 11...e4 12.Bc4+ 
Kh8 13.Ng5 Qe8. Black parries easily the threats against his king. 14.Rel 
Qg6p Bunjac — Zeleznjak, Croatia 2011. White’s attack has reached its dead 
end and he is forced to begin a long and laborious defence. 


A) 4.¢3 

White is not in a hurry to develop pieces and takes control over a central 
square, preparing eventually the pawn-advance b2-b4. 

4...d5 
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5.Qc2 


It is bad for him to opt here for 5.Bg5?!, because after 5...dxe4, White will 
have to exchange his strong dark-squared bishop. 6.Bxf6 Qxf6 7.dxe4 Bc5 
8.Be2 Qg6!?3 Black’s pieces exert powerful pressure against the enemy 
position. 


5.Qe2. White protects his e4-pawn, but impedes the development of his 
bishop on f1. 5...Bc5 6.Bg5 Be6!?3 He must play very carefully in the 
forthcoming battle, because Black has a clear lead in development. 


5.exd5?! After this exchange the pawn on d3 becomes weak. 5...Qxd5 
6.Be2 Bf5!. Black creates immediate pressure against his opponent’s weak 
pawn. 7.0-0 0-0-0 8.Nel. White’s knight is forced to retreat to the edge of the 
board, but he cannot protect his pawn on d3 in any other way. 8...h5! Black is 


preparing a pawn-offensive on the kingside. 9.Qb3 Qd7p1 Chattah — Koch, 
Buenos Aires 2004. 


5.Qa4. This pin of the knight is not dangerous for Black. 5...Bd6. He not 
only protects the e5-square, but prepares castling as well. 6.Be2 (6.Bg5 Be6) 
6...Be6 7.0-0, Komliakov — Dimukhametov, Nabereznye Chelny 2008 7...0- 
0+ Black’s pieces are much more harmoniously deployed. 


5.Nbd2 a5 


ar ane me 


Vs 
A 


OG 


Y 


oo: Mla el A 


-_ "5 Cc = e 7 - = 

About 6.Be2 Bc5, or 6.a4 Bc5 7.Be2 0-0, or 6.63 Bc5 7.Be2 0-0 8.0-0 Re8& 
— see variation C. 

6.exd5, Jobava — Inarkiev, Gjakova 2016. This exchange is obviously bad, 
since it enables Black to create pressure against the pawn on d3 — 6...Qxd5!?3, 
followed by Bf5, Rd8. 

6.g3 dxe4 7.dxe4 Bc5 8.h3. White prevents the sortie of the enemy knight 
to the g4-square. (8.Bg2 Qd3 9.Bfl. Here, Black does not need to repeat the 
position, but can play 9...Qd6%, preparing the doubling of his major pieces on 
the d-file.) 8...0-0+ Czebe — Solomon, Budapest 2010. He has a superior 
development and his prospects in the forthcoming fight are not worse at all. 


5...a5 

This is Black’s most reliable move. Now, if he develops his bishop to the 
c5-square, he does not need to consider the possibility b4-bS. 

6.Be2 


About 6.Nbd2 Bc5 7.Be2 0-0 — see variation C. 
6.a4. White prepares the further advance of the enemy a-pawn and provides 


his knight with the possibility to be developed to a3. 6...Bc5 7.Be2 (7.Bg5 
Be6? Kurajica — Ivkov, Belgrade 1978) 7...0-0 8.0-0 h6 
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9.h3 Be6 10.Rel Re8?. 

White should better play here 9.Nbd2 Re8 10.h3 Be6 — see variation C. 

9.Na3. His knight is headed for the b5-square, but it would not be stable 
there, since in the middle game, after Black removes his knight from c6, he 
would be able to oust it with the move c7-c6. 9...Re8. He simply improves his 
position, without determining the pawn-structure in the centre. Later, his plan 
includes the moves Be6, Qe7(d7) and Rad8. 10.h3 (10.Nb5 Be6!?3) 10...Be6 
11.Rel Qe7 12.Nb5 Rad8 13.Bfl dxe4. Now, before sending his knight on 


the route Nh5-f4, it would be advantageous for Black to stabilise the pawn- 

structure in the centre, in order to deprive his opponent of the possibility exd5 

and d3-d4. 14.dxe4, Fedorov — Nguyen, Czech Republic 2018, 14...Nh5!?3 
6...Bc5 7.0-0 


Following 7.Bg5 dxe4 8.dxe4, Black has a clear cut plan for actions, 
connected with the reduction of the mobility of the enemy bishop on g5: h6, 
g5, NhS. 8...h6 9.Bh4 0-0 10.Nbd2 Qe7 11.0-0, Maiwald — Pelletier, 
Germany 2005, 11...g5!? 12.Bg3 Nh5S+ 


7...0-0 
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8.Bg5 
About 8.a4 h6 — see 6.a4. 
8.Nbd2 Re8& — see variation C. 


8...dxe4 9.dxe4 h6 10.Bh4, Aleksic — Korneev, Assisi 2003, 10...¢5!? 
11.Bg3 NhS5? Black’s pieces have been much more actively deployed, while 


White’s bishop is misplaced on the g3-square. It would not work for him to 
play 12.Bxe5?, in view of 12...g4—+ 


B) 4.g3 d5 
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5.exd5 


White clarifies the pawn-structure in the centre. 


After 5.Nbd2 Bc5 6.Bg2, Black can exchange 6...dxe4!? 7.dxe4 0-0. His 
subsequent plans will be connected with the transfer of his bishop on the f1- 
a6 diagonal and active actions on the d-file. 8.0-0 (8.Qe2 b6 9.0-0 a5, or 8.h3 
a5 9.0-0 a4 — see 8.0-0) 8...a5 
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9.c3. This move leads to the weakening of the d3-square and Black can 
exploit this immediately. 9...Qd3!? 10.Nb3 Qxd1 11.Rxd1, Plutecki — 
Przedmojski, Zgierz 2017, 11...Ba7!?y, followed by Ng4, f7-f5. 

9.a4 Qe7 10.c3 b6 11.Nh4 Ba6é 12.Nf5 Qe6 13.Rel, Bravo Barranco — 
Fernandez Garcia, Barcelona 2000, 13...Rad83 

9.h3. White does not prevent the further advance of the enemy a-pawn, so 
Black can seize space on the queenside with 9...a4!? 10.a3, Lazic — Petronic, 
Ulcinj 1997, 10...Qd6? His position 1s freer. 

9.Qe2 b6 10.Nb3 Ba6é. Black is threatening to win the exchange and forces 
the weakening of the d4-square. 11.c4 Bd6 12.a4 Qe7 13.Bg5, Horn — 
Oberbarnscheidt, Ruhrgebiet 1998, 13...h6!? 14.Bxf6 Qxf6p Black has the 
two-bishop advantage, while White will have problems to cover the weak d4 
and b4-squares against the penetration of the enemy pieces. 


5...Nxd5 
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6.Bg2 
About 6.Nbd2 Bc5 7.Bg2 0-0 — see 6. Bg2. 


6.Nc3 Be6 7.Bg2 Qd7!? 8.0-0 0-0-0 9.Rel f6. Black has a clear cut plan for 
actions on the kingside: g5, h5-h4. 10.Nxd5. White plays in the centre with 
the idea to deflect his opponent of his planned attack on the kingside. (10.Bd2 
g53 Dudas — Hera, Budapest 1998) 10...Bxd5 11.Be3 Be6!? This is the only 
way for Black to fight for the opening advantage. (It would be premature for 
him to try here 11...g5, since after 12.c4 Be6, White can exploit the 
insufficient protection of the enemy bishop on e6 and accomplish the freeing 
pawn-break in the centre. 13.d4= Bancod — Gonzales, Manila 2008.) 12.d4 
Bg4? White has managed to advance d3-d4, but has not reached complete 
equality, because the pin of his knight on f3 is rather unpleasant. 


6...Bc5 
Black develops his knight to an active position. 
7.0-0 


About 7.Nbd2 0-0 8.0-0 Bg4 — see 7.0-0. 


7...0-0 
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8.Nc3 


The attempt to simplify the position in the centre with 8.Nxe5? can be 
refuted tactically by Black. 8...Nxe5 9.d4 Nb4! This is the point. White 
cannot regain immediately the piece, because of the vulnerability of the c2- 
square. 10.c3. He wishes to oust Black’s knight, but this leads to the 
irrevocable weakening of the d3-square. 10...Bg4. This is an important 
intermediate move. Black forces a weakening of the gl-a7 diagonal. 11.3 
Bf5 12.Na3 Bb6 13.cxb4 Nd3 14.h4 Qxd4+ 15.Kh2 Rfe8 16.65 Rad&8—+ 


It would be too slow for White to choose here 8.a3 Bg4 9.h3 Bh5=+ Schmitz 
— Pruijssers, Netherlands 2007. 


8.c3 Bg4 9.h3 Bh5 10.Nbd2 a6!? This is a useful prophylactic move against 
the future possibility b4-b5. 11.Rel f6 12.b4 Ba7 13.Bb2, Zvjaginsev — 
Matlakov, Moscow 2016, 13...Qd7!? 14.a3 Rad8+ Black has more space and 


his pieces are quite active. 


8.Nbd2 Bg4. Black pins the enemy knight and prevents his opponent’s 
attack against the pawn on e5. 9.h3 Bh5 10.Nb3 Bd6. This is the right move! 
(Black’s attempt to preserve his bishop on the a7-g1 diagonal 10...Bb6?! can 
be countered by White with 11.c4+) 11.c4 Nf6 12.g4 Bg6. White ousts the 
enemy minor pieces from their active positions, but weakens his pawn- 
structure in the process. 13.Nh4 a5!? White’s knight on b3 controls the 
important central d4-square, so Black wishes to oust it from there with the 
move a5-a4. 14.Be3 Nd7. It is still too early for Black to play a5-a4, because 
then White’s knight will go to c5. 15.Nxg6 hxg6 16.d4, Zvjaginsev — 
Jakovenko, Antalya 2017, 16...a4!? Black cannot postpone this move any 
more. 17.dxe5 Bxe5 18.Nc5 Nxc5 19.Bxc5 Re8,,, followed by Qf6(g5)-f4. 
White’s two-bishop advantage is practically immaterial in this position. 


8.Rel Re& 
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About 9.Nc3 Nxc3 10.bxc3 Bg4 — see 8.Nc3. 
After 9.h3, Manik — Oral, Trencin 1995, it seems good for Black to play 
9...h6!?°, depriving the enemy minor pieces of the g5-square. 


9.a3, Rubinetti — Labollita, Mar del Plata 2000, 9...Bg4!?= 

The move 9.c3, Pedersen — Van Dael, Hilversum 2016, leads to the 
weakening of the pawn on d3 and Black can exploit this immediately. 
9...Bf5!?= 

9.Nbd2 Bg4 10.h3 Bh5 11.c3, Shanava — Chigladze, Tbilisi 2012, 11...f6. It 
is useful for Black to protect his pawn on e5. Later, White cannot exploit the 
weakening of the a2-g8 diagonal, because Black will always have the move 
Bf7. 12.64 Bf8 13.Ne4 a6 14.Bd2 Qd7 15.a4 Bf7=, followed by Rad8. 
Black’s pieces are very well coordinated. 


8...Nxc3 

It is the simplest for Black to exchange on c3, in order to deprive the 
opponent of the tactical possibilities, connected with the move Nxe5. 

9.bxc3 Bg4 
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10.h3 
White wishes to get rid of the pin of his knight as quickly as possible. 


Following 10.Qe2, Rahls — Ljuboschitz, Saint Vincent 2001, Black can 
simply continue with 10...Bb6!?, because winning the pawn after 11.h3 BhS 


12.¢4 Bg6 13.Nxe5, leads by force to an equal endgame. 13...Re8 14.Nxc6 
Rxe2 15.Nxd8 Rxd8= 


10.Rb1 Bb6 11.Qel. Now, Black must take some measures not only against 
the move Nxe5, but also against the enemy queen-sortie to the e4-square. 
11...Qc8!? 12.Nxe5 (After Black has taken control over the f5-square, 
White’s move 12.Qe4 is already not so strong. 12...Bf5 13.Qe2 Re8= Bivol — 
Kosteniuk, Sochi 2018.) 12...Re8. Black has good compensation for the 
sacrificed pawn and White is forced to compromise seriously his pawn- 
structure in order not to lose his knight, because of the pin. 13.d4 Nxe5 
14.dxe5 Qf5 15.Bf4 Qxc2 16.Bxb7 Rad8 17.Qe4 Qxc3= Black has restored 
the material balance and his pieces are very actively deployed. 


10.Qe1 f6!? Here, without the inclusion of the moves Rb1 and Bb6, the 
sacrifice of the pawn on e5 would not be so effective, so Black should better 
protect it. 11.Nd2 (11.a4 Qd7=; 11.Rb1 Qd7 12.Nd2 Bh3 — see 11.Nd2) 
11...Qd7. White’s fianchettoed bishop is too powerful, so Black wishes to 
exchange it with Bh3. 12.Rb1 Bh3 13.Bxh3 Qxh3 14.Qe4 (14.Rxb7? Bb6yp) 
14...Bb6 15.c4, Fernandez Romero — Fernandez Garcia, Lanzarote 2003 
(15.Nc4 Qe6=) 15...Qe6!? Black is incapable of attacking the enemy king, so 
he retreats his queen to his own camp. 16.Nb3 a5 17.c5 Ba7 18.a4 b6. Black 
must activate as quickly as possible his isolated bishop. 19.cxb6 cxb6 20.Bb2 
Rfd8 21.Nd2 Rab8. He wishes to advance b6-bS, in order to get rid of his 
backward pawn and to open the diagonal for his bishop on a7. 22.Nc4 b5 
23.axb5 Rxb5= 


10.Rel Re8 11.h3 (Following 11.Be3, Black should better not trade on e3, 
but play instead 11...Bb6, building in advance a barrier on the b-file. 12.h3 
BhS 13.g4 Bg6 14.Nd2 Qd7 15.Ne4 Rad8+ Antal — Pinter, Hungary 2007. 
White has managed to activate his knight by centralising it, but has weakened 
the shelter of his king and this may become a telling factor in the middle 
game.) 11...Bh5 
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12.Rb1 Bb6 13.Be3, Bochkarev — Bezgodov, St Petersburg 1998, 13...£5!?= 
Black makes use of the fact that his opponent is not in a hurry to push g3-¢4 
and deprives him of this possibility. 

12.Be3 Bxe3. He is reluctant to lose time for the retreat of his bishop and 
will be trying to transfer his light-squared bishop to the a2-g8 diagonal as 
quickly as possible. He plans to protect his b7-pawn with his rook from the 
b8-square 13.Rxe3 f6 14.Qb1 Rb8 15.Qb2, Popovic — Pilgaard, La Roda 
2016 (15.a4 Bf7=) 15...Bf7!?= 

12.¢4. White ousts immediately the enemy bishop from its active position, 
so that Black cannot prevent that later with the move f7-f5. 12...Bg6 
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It seems premature for White to play here 13.Rb1, because after 13...c4, 
Black can exploit immediately his opponent’s insufficient control over the 
centre, Nieto — Igarza, Madrid 2007. 

13.Nd2!? Qd7 14.a4. By advancing his rook pawn, White wishes to deprive 
his opponent of the possibility to retreat his bishop to the b6-square. 
14...Rad8 15.a5 £5. Black complies with the appearance of an isolated pawn 
in his position, but weakens the shelter of the enemy king. 16.gxf5 Bxf5 
17.Ne4 Be7 18.a6. It is useful for White to undermine the base under the 
enemy knight. 18...b6 19.Qf3. His queen is coming to the aid of the defence 
of his king. 19...Be6 20.Qg3 Rf8 21.f4. White wishes to get rid immediately 
of his weak pawn. 21...Bf6 22.Rfl Rde8 23.Kh2 exf4 24.Nxf6+, draw, 
Eelvelt — Gibbons, ICCF 2017. There might have followed this variation: 
24...Rxf6 25.Bxf4 Bd5 26.Rael Bxg2 27.Rxe8+ Qxe8 28.Qxg2 Qf8= 
White’s king is not so safely placed, so he cannot rely on obtaining an 
advantage. 

13.Ng5 Bb6 14.Rb1 (14.Ne4 h6=; following 14.a4 Qd7 15.h4, Glek — 
Winants, Belgium 2013, Black must transfer as quickly as possible his bishop 
to the a2-g8 diagonal: 15...f6!? 16.Ne4 Bf7=) 14...Qd7+ Later, White must 
play very carefully; otherwise, after the ousting of his knight away from the 


g5-square, Black can exploit the vulnerability of the f4-square with Nd8-e6- 
f4, for example: 15.Ba3 Nd8! 16.h4 h6? 17.h5?! White had better retreat his 
knight, although even then Black would have preserved a slight edge. 
17...Bxh5 18.gxh5 hxg5p1 Collutiis — Dervishi, Bratto 2009. White’s pieces 
are not well coordinated and are scattered on both flanks, so he has no 
compensation for the sacrificed pawn. 


10...Bh5 
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11.¢4 
About 11.Qe2 Bb6 — see 10. Qe2. 


White’s pawn-structure would be irrevocably weakened after 11.Be3?! 
Bxe3 12.fxe3 e4 13.dxe4 Bxf3 14.Qxf3 Ne5 15.Qe2 Qe7p Belkhodja — Daas 
Hossem, Tunis 2001. 


11.Rel f6!? This move deprives White, after g2-¢4 to play Ng5, and also 
prepares the transfer of Black’s bishop to the f7-square. 12.¢4 Bf7 13.Nd2 
Qd7 14.Ne4 Be7 15.Be3 Rad8= Heberla — Kosmowski, Krynica 2003. 


Black’s pieces are perfectly coordinated, moreover that his pawn-structure is 
much more elastic. 


11.Qel f6 12.Nd2 (After 12.Be3, it would be sufficient for Black to 
equalise after a simple trade of the bishops: 12...Bxe3!? 13.Qxe3 Bf7=) 
12...Qd7 13.Ne4 Bb6 14.Ba3 Rfe8 15.Qb1. White wishes to activate his 
queen on the b-file, but this would hardly create any serious problems for 
Black. 15...Bf7 16.Qb5 Rab8 17.Rael a6 18.Qa4 Be6= Jensen — Sorensen, 
ICCF 2016. Black’s position 1s very solid and White will have a hard time to 
find objects for an attack. 


11.Rb1 Bb6 
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12.Ba3. White’s bishop has nothing to do on this diagonal. 12...Re8 13.¢4 
Bg6 14.Nd2 Rb8 15.Rb5 Qh4,, Slapikas — Nyysti, Helsinki 2002. The pawn- 
advance g2-¢4 has only weakened White’s position on the kingside and that 
might hurt him in the forthcoming middle game. 

12.Rel f5!? Black exploits the fact that White has postponed g3-¢4 and 
begins active actions in the centre and on the kingside. 13.Qd2 (13.Ba3 Re83) 
13...e4 14.Nd4. Now, White must try to exchange as many pieces as possible; 


otherwise, he may come under a crushing attack in the middle game. 
(14.Nh4? f4!y) 14...Nxd4 15.cxd4 Qxd4 16.dxe4 Qxd2 17.Bxd2 fxe4 18.Be3 
Bf33 Jeras — Mikac, Skofja Loka 1998. Black has an extra pawn in this 
endgame indeed, but its realisation may prove to be a hard task for him. 

12.¢4 Bg6 13.Bg5 (It is more reliable for White to play here 13.Ng5 Qd7=, 
although even then Black will not have problems at all, De Kleuver — 
Swinkels, Dieren 2004.) 13...f6 14.Be3, Mamedov — Jakovenko, Doha 2016, 
14...f5!? White is playing without any plan, so Black begins active actions on 
the kingside. 15.Nd2 Qh4f White’s defence would not be easy, since the 
activity of Black’s pieces increases with every move. 


11...Bg6 
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12.Ng5 


White should better not allow the pawn-advance e5-e4, for example: 
12.Rel e4 13.dxe4 Qxd1 14.Rxd1 Bxe4= Brustkern — Brandner, Austria 
2002. The evaluation of the position is still within equality, but Black’s game 
is much easier due to his superior pawn-structure. 


Following 12.Qe2 Re8, White must continue with 13.Ng5 h6 14.Ne4 Bb6 
15.Kh1. He prepares the pawn-advance f2-f4, but he will fail to develop 
initiative on the kingside, because Black will manage to deploy his pieces 
quite harmoniously. 15...Rb8 16.f4 exf4 17.Bxf4 Re6. He is preparing the 
tripling of his major pieces on the e-file. 18.Qd2 Ne5 19.Rael Qe7= Marino 
— Packroff, ICCF 2015. Black’s position is tremendously solid, while White’s 
pawn-weaknesses might hurt him in the future. 


12...Be7 13.Ne4 f5!? 
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Black is trying to play actively and is not afraid of the appearance of an 
isolated e-pawn in his position. 


14.¢xf5 


———— 
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14.Ng3 f4 15.Ne4, Petrov — Danov, Primorsko 2017, 15...Bd6!?, Black 
prepares a transfer of his queen to the h4-square. 16.Rb1 Rb8 17.Rel Qh4+ 
Now, White must play very carefully; otherwise, Black’s active actions on 
the kingside will be crowned with success. 


14...Bxf5 
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15.Rb1 
About 15.Kh2 Qd7 16.Be3 b6 — see 15.Be3. 


After 15.Be3, Black can improve patiently his position, bringing his 
reserves to the kingside. 15...Qd7 16.Kh2 b6 17.Qf3, Heberla — Doric, 
Plovdiv 2015, 17...Rae8!? 18.Rael Nd8?, followed by Nf7, or Ne6, after 
which all Black’s pieces will be perfectly prepared for an offensive against 
the enemy king. 


It is possible that the least of evils for White here would be to choose 
15.Qh5, Stevic — Adams, Plovdiv 2010, 15...Qd7!?=, or 15.Ng3 Bd7 16.Qh5 
Qe8 17.Qxe8 Raxe8= Glek — Thorfinnsson, Otranto 2011. This endgame 
looks approximately equal. 


15...Rb8 16.Be3 


White’s position is gradually worsening. It is possible that the best for him 
here is to get rid immediately of his weak f-pawn. 


16.f4 Qd7 17.Qf3 Be6= Simic — Trifunovic, Golubac 2008. 

16.Qh5. White’s queen will be misplaced here, since Black can attack it 
with tempo, gaining time for the doubling his rooks on the f-file. 16...Qd7 
17.Be3, Lastin — Egin, Moscow 1997, 17...Be6!?3, followed by Rf5. 


16...Qd7 17.Kh2 b6 
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18.c4?! 
White’s position is worse, no matter what he plays, but he had better refrain 
from weakening of the d4-square. 


18.Rg1 Bd6!23 


After 18.Qd2, Sharapov — Kalvaitis, Krakow 2009, Black can prepare the 
doubling of his rooks on the f-file: 18...Rf7!? 19.Qe2 Rbf8? 


Following 18.a4, Rahls — Karpatchev, Arco 2003, Black would have better 
prospects after 18...Bd6!? 19.Rg1 Rbe8? and then the transfer of his knight to 
the kingside: Ne7-g6, or Nd8-c6-f4. 


18...Nd4 19.Ng3 Bg6 20.Bd5+ Kh8 21.Bxd4. Black’s knight was so 
powerful at the centre of the board, so White was forced to exchange it with 
his important bishop. 21...exd4 22.Q¢4 Qa4. Black is eyeing the enemy 
pawn-weaknesses on the queenside. 23.Rbel Bd6p Ponomariov — 
Tomashevsky, Huaian 2016. Black’s bishops are very powerful, while 
White’s numerous pawn-weaknesses will hurt him seriously in the future. 
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5.Nbd2 


White protects his e4-pawn. His knight will be passive on this square in 
comparison to c3, but Black will be incapable of entering an endgame after 
an exchange on e4. 


After 5.Nc3 dxe4 6.dxe4 Qxd1+ 7.Bxd1 Bb4 8.Bd2 Be6=, Black’s pieces 
will be much more active. 


White’s position is worse after 5.Bg5?!, since following the move 5...dxe4, 


he must trade his powerful bishop in order to maintain the material balance. 
6.Bxf6 Qxf6 7.dxe4 Bd7!? Black is preparing castling queenside in order to 
exploit the juxtaposition of his rook with the enemy queen on the d-file. 8.c3 
0-0-0 9.Nbd2 g5!p1, with the rather unpleasant threat g5-g4, Mayes — Pheby, 
ICCF 2017. Black has a superior development, two powerful bishops and has 
seized completely the initiative. 


5.exd5 Nxd5 6.0-0 (The move 6.Nc3 leads to the weakening of White’s 
queenside pawn-structure. 6...Bb4 7.Bd2 Bxc3 8.bxc3 0-0 9.0-0 Qf6. Black 
wishes to play e5-e4, followed by Nxc3, or Nf4, in order to deprive his 
opponent of his two-bishop advantage. 10.c4 Nf4 11.Bxf4 Qxf4 12.Qcl, 
Alekseev — Kirpichnikov, Togliatti 2001, 12...Qxc1!? Black does not need to 
avoid the trade of the queens, because he will have a slight but stable edge in 
the endgame thanks to his superior pawn-structure. 13.Raxcl Re8*) 6...Bd6!? 
Black not only develops his bishop, but also fortifies his e5-pawn, which can 
be attacked by White on the e-file. 7.Nc3 (The move 7.Nbd2 would enable 
Black to deploy effortlessly his knight on the f4-square. 7...Nf4 8.Nc4 Nxe2+ 
9.Qxe2, Belkhodja — Bedouin, France 2008, 9...0-0!?3, followed by Bg4. 
Black’s central e5-pawn is much stronger than White’s d3-pawn, so Black’s 
prospects seem preferable.) 7...Nxc3. This is Black’s simplest move. He does 
not lose time for the retreat of his knight and compromises his opponent’s 
pawn-structure. 8.bxc3 0-0 9.Ng5. White’s knight is headed for the e4- 
square. (9.Bb2 f5!?3; His attempt to create pressure against the enemy b7- 
pawn with the move 9.Rb1 can be easily parried by Black with 9...b6!?3) 
9...Be7 10.Ne4 f5. Black ousts the enemy knight away from the centre. 
11.Ng3 Be6? Kapnisis — Zygouris, Nikaia 2015. Black has a superior pawn- 
structure and more actively deployed pieces. 


5...Bc5 
He develops his pieces in the spirit of the Philidor Defence with colours 
reversed. 
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6.0-0 
About 6.h3 0-0 7.0-0 a5 8.c3 Re& — see 6.0-0. 


Following 6.Nb3, Black must play 6...Bd6!? (after 6...Bb6, White will have 
a plan connected with the moves exd5, c4-c5). 7.exd5 Nxd5 8.0-0 0-0= Indjic 
— Stevic, Palic 2014. 


6.c3 a5 
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It is better for White to play here 7.0-0 0-0, or 7.a4 0-0 8.0-0 Re8 — see 6.0- 
0. 

7.Qa4. He determines the placement of his queen a bit too early. 7...0-0 
8.b4?! These active actions on the queenside seem to be rather premature. 
8...Bd6 9.0-0?! b5! Black seizes the initiative with this energetic strike. 
10.Qxb5 axb4! 11.exd5, Jobava — Caruana, Tashkent 2014. Capturing of the 
knight loses the queen for White, but his material losses were unavoidable 
anyway. 11...Na5!? 12.cxb4 Bd7 13.Qxa5 Rxa5 14.bxa5 Nxd5—+ 

7.Qc2 0-0 
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About 8.0-0 Re8 — see 6.0-0. 

8.Nb3. White prepares the development of his bishop to g5, but his knight 
will remain misplaced on b3. 8...Ba7 9.Bg5, Van Riemsdijk — De Souza, Sao 
Paulo 1991. Black parries easily the threat of capturing on d5: 9...Be6!?3 

8.h3 b6!? He plans to develop his bishop on b7. 9.Nfl Bb7 10.Bg5 dxe4. 
This is a timely reduction of the tension in the centre. 11.dxe4 h6. It is useful 
for Black to get rid of the pin of his knight. 12.Rd1 Qe7 13.Bcl, Terraz — 
Bauer, Martigny 2013 (After the retreat of the bishop Bh4, White must 
consider permanently the possibility g7-g5, followed by Nh5.) 13...Rfd8!?= 


6...0-0 7.c3 a5 
Black prevents his opponent from occupying additional space on the 
queenside with the move b2-b4. 
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8.a4 
Without this move Black’s pawn may advance to a4 depriving White’s 
pieces of the b3-square b3. 


8.Qa4. White is preparing b4-b5. This plan is not dangerous for Black 
however, because he may transfer his knight from c6 to g6. 8...Re8 9.b4 Bd6 
10.b5 Ne7+, followed by Ng6, M.Baraeva — Palkovich, Sochi 2018. 


8.Nb3 Ba7+ The insufficient protection of the e4-pawn would not allow 
White to develop comfortably his bishop to the g5-square. 9.Bg5?! dxe4. 
Now, before regaining his pawn, White must present his opponent with the 
two-bishop advantage. 10.Bxf6 Qxf6 11.dxe4, Espig — Bochinski, Germany 
1995, 11...Be6!?3 


8.exd5. It is obviously bad for White to give up the centre voluntarily. 
8...Nxd5 9.Ne4 Bb6 10.Rel h6. Black takes the g5-square under control and 
prepares f7-f5. 11.Bfl Re8? Draskovic — Sale, Ulcinj 2014. It is not easy for 
White to find an active plan for his actions. 


White’s attempt to simplify the position with the help of the small 
combination 8.Nxe5 would not bring him complete equality. 8...Nxe5 9.d4 
Ng6!? From here Black’s knight may go to f4, or h4. 10.dxc5 (10.e5 Bb6 
11.exf6 Qxf6) 10...dxe43 Mande — Kafuko, Kireka 2016. White’s two-bishop 
advantage does not compensate the defects of his pawn-structure. 


8.h3 Re8 9.Re1?! White should not allow the further advance of the enemy 
rook-pawn (It is better for him to play here 9.a4 h6 — see 8.a4.) 9...a4!? 
10.Qc2 Be6!?3 Black not only dominates in the centre, but also has a space 
advantage on the queenside. 
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About 9.a4 h6 — see 8.a4. 

9.b3 d4 — see 8.b3. 

9.Nb3. White wishes to play Bg5, but he cannot achieve anything 
meaningful out of the pin of the knight. In addition, after playing h6, g5 and 
Nh5, Black will seize himself the initiative on the kingside. 9...Bb6 10.Bg5 
Be6é 11.Nbd2 h6 12.Bh4 g5 13.Bg3 Nh53 Sanduleac — Nevednichy, Kishinev 
2014. 


9.h3 Ba7!? Black’s bishop is more reliably placed here than on b6, because 
White cannot attack it after exd5, Nc4. 10.Rel Qd6 11.Nfl, Nazarov — Torre, 
Kolkata 2001, 11...d4!?. Black realises this pawn-advance only after White’s 
knight on d2 has been removed from the queenside and cannot go back to the 
c4-square. 12.cxd4 Nxd4 13.Nxd4 Bxd4? The vulnerability of the d3-pawn 
dooms White to a long and passive defence. 


8.b3. White wishes to fianchetto his bishop. 8...Re8 
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About 9.Bb2 Ba7 10.a3 Nh5 — see 9.a3. 

After the waiting move 9.Rb1, Danielsen — Bjornsson, Reykjavik 2013, 
Black can reply calmly — 9...Qe7!?3, concealing for the moment his 
subsequent plans and preventing a2-a3. 

9.Qc2 d4. Black clarifies the pawn-structure in the centre. 10.Bb2 dxc3 
11.Bxc3 b6. Black protects his bishop and also prepares Bb7, or Ba6. 12.Nc4 
(12.Qb2, Pasko — Kravtsiv, Ordzhonikidze 2004. White has weakened his 
control over the d3-square and Black exploits this immediately. 12...Ba6!? 
13.Nc4. This knight exerts powerful pressure against Black’s centre, so he 
should better trade it: 13...Bxc4 14.bxc4 Qd63, followed by Rad8, Nd7-f8, f6, 
Ne6, Bb4, Bobykin — Gromov, ICCF 2008. White will have problems to 


cover the weakness on the d4-square.) 12...Nd7 13.Rfd1 Bb7+ White exerts 
pressure against the pawn on e5 and does not allow his opponent to 
concentrate on the liability on the d3-square. 

9.a3 Ba7. Black removes immediately his bishop to a safe position, so that 
White cannot advance d3-d4 with tempo. 
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It seems rather slow for White to continue here with 10.Qc2 Nh5 11.Rel 
Nf4 12.Bfl, Fernandez Vallejo — Argandona Riveiro, San Sebastian 2005, 
12...d4!73 

Following 10.Rb1 h6 11.b4 axb4 12.axb4, Black should better prevent the 
further advance of the enemy pawn with the move 12...b5!?+ Danielsen — 
Bjornsson, Reykjavik 2013. 

10.Bb2 Nh5!? He is threatening to penetrate with his knight to f4, so he 
provokes a weakening of the enemy kingside. 11.g3 Nf6? Seret — Pilgaard, 
Naujac 2003. 


8...Re8 
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9.h3 
About 9.Qc2 h6 10.h3 Be6 — see 9.h3. 


After 9.Qb3 h6!? 10.exd5, Black can capture with his queen, since in an 
eventual endgame he would have the edge due to the vulnerability of the 
enemy pawn on d3. 10...Qxd5 11.Qxd5 Nxd5 12.Rel Bf5 13.Bfl Rad8? 
Kostanjsek — Jung, ICCF 2014. 


9.exd5 Qxd5!? White is incapable of making use of the exposed placement 
of the enemy queen in the centre of the board, because he cannot attack it 
with the move Nc3. The transfer of the knight to the e3-square would take too 
much time. 10.Nc4 h6!? 11.Ne3, Rodchenkov — Della Morte, chess.com 
2018, 11...Qe6!? 12.Qc2 b63, followed by Ba6, Rad8, beginning the 
encircling of the enemy pawn on d3. 


9.Nb3 Ba7 10.Nfd2. These manoeuvres of White’s knight look rather 
artificial. 10...Be6 11.exd5 Qxd5+ Sadikhov — Skulener, Belgium 2014. 
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10.Rel 
About 10.Qc2 Be6 11.Rel d4—see 10.Rel. 


10.Nh2. This plan, with a transfer of the knight to the g4-square, seems to 
be rather awkward. 10...Be6 11.Ng4 (11.Rel Qe7 12.Bf3 Rad8? Svetushkin — 
Dovliatov, Minsk 2000) 11...Nxg4 12.Bxg4, Kharlov — Bologan, 
chessassistantclub.com 2004, 12...Bxg4!? 13.Qxg4 Re6? The trade of several 
minor pieces has not facilitated White’s defence, because his queenside 
pieces have not been developed yet. 


10...Be6 11.Qc2 
About 11.Nh2 Qe7 — see 10.Nh2. 
Following 11.Bfl, Solak — Myailovic, Budva 2002, Black can simply close 


the centre, depriving his opponent of the plans connected with exerting 
pressure against the pawn on eS, after the exchange on d5: 11...d4!?3 
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11...d4 


Black can maintain the advantage without determining yet the position in 
the centre, since after 11...Ba7!? 12.exd5 Nxd5 13.Bfl, Movsesian — Bagi, 
Pardubice 2015, White’s attack against the pawn on e5 can be easily parried 
by Black with the move 13...Qf6!?3 


12.Nf1 


12.Nb3 Bb6 13.Bd2, Stipic — Delchev, Zadar 2003, 13...Qd6!?%, followed 
by Rad8. White’s knight on b3 is rather unstable. 


12...Nd7. Black prepares the transfer of his knight to the c5-square. 13.Ng3 
Bf8? 14.cxd4?! After this exchange the b4-square is freed. White’s position 
was worse anyway. 14...exd4 15.Nd2 Ne5p, followed by Nb4, Grischuk — 
Caruana, Paris 2017. White will have to defend long and hard, because his 
queenside has been considerably weakened after the pawn-advance a2-a4. 


Chapter 4 
1.e4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 The Scandinavian 
Variation 
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This system has been named Scandinavian due to its similarity to the 
Scandinavian Defence. 

3.e5 

The exchange of the pawns 3.exd5, or 3.Nxd5 Nxd5 4.exd5 is analysed in 
the next chapter, while about 3.d3 dxe4 — see Chapter 2. 
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Following 3.Nf3?!, White will have problems to regain the sacrificed pawn. 
3...dxe4 4.Ng5 Bg4!?. This is the most precise move for Black (After the 
immediate 4...Bf5, White will have the additional possibility 5.d3 exd3 
6.Qf3,,). 5.Be2 Bf5 6.Bc4 e6 7.Qe2 (about 7.f3 Qd4 8.Qe2 exf3 — see 7.Qe2) 
7...Qd4. Black is trying his best in order to hold on to his extra pawn on e4. 
8.f3. White complies with the fact that he would fail to regain the pawn. 
8...exf3 9.Nxf3 Qb6 10.d3 c6. Black has won a pawn and is building a solid 


defensive fortress. 11.Bd2 Nbd7p Caliguire — Quidiello Prado, ICCF 2017. 


3.d4 Nxe4!? Black trades a couple of minor pieces with the idea to diminish 
his opponent’s attacking potential. 4.Nxe4 dxe4 
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There arises a similar position in the Blackmar-Diemer Gambit, but with 
knights on c3 and f6. 

After 5.Be3, it seems good for Black to transfer his knight to f6, since it 
will control important central squares from there. 5...Nd7 6.f3 Nf6 7.fxe4 
Nxe4 8.Qf3, Lynn — Bolignano, ICCF 2013, 8...Nd6!?3, followed by g6, Bg7, 
0-0, or Bf5, Qd7, 0-0-0. Black does not have pawn-weaknesses in his 
position, so White will hardly manage to prove that he has compensation for 
the sacrificed pawn. 

Following 5.Bf4 Bf5 6.Qd2, Black can simply complete the development of 
his pieces. 6...Nd7 7.Ne2 e6 8.c4 Be7 9.Nc3 c6. It would be useful for him to 
take the d5-square under control in order to impede his opponent’s pawn- 
advance d4-d5. 10.Rd1 g5!? Black wishes to utilise his pawn-majority in the 
centre and on the kingside. 11.Be3 Bg6. Black’s bishop frees the way 
forward of his f-pawn. 12.d5 f5! Weil — Siigur, ICCF 2017. 

It would be premature for White to play here 5.f3, because of 5...e5! Black 
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seizes completely the initiative with this energetic pawn-strike against the 
enemy centre. 6.Be3 (6.dxe5. The transfer into an endgame would not 
facilitate White’s defence. 6...Qxd1+ 7.Kxd1 Bf5 8.fxe4 Bxe4 9.Nf3 Nc6. 
Black not only creates a threat against the enemy pawn on eS, but also 
prepares castling queenside. 10.Bd2 0-0-0 11.Kcl, Canizares Cuadra — 
Denayer, LSS 2007, 11...Bc5!? 12.Ng5 Bd5p Black has a superior pawn- 
structure, while White would hardly manage to coordinate his pieces and his 
e5-pawn is practically doomed.) 6...exd4 7.Qxd4 (7.Bxd4 Nc6 8.Bb5 Be6!?p) 
7...Qxd4 8.Bxd4 Nc6 9.Bb5 Bf5. Black would not mind the weakening of his 
queenside pawn-structure, because he has an extra pawn and a couple of 
powerful bishops. 10.Bxc6+ bxc6 11.0-0-0 0-0-0 Mesa Marquez — Suarez 
Rodriguez, ICCF 2016. 

5.Bc4 Nc6!? Black wishes to inflict a strike against the enemy centre with 
the move e7-e5 as quickly as possible. 6.c3 (6.Be3 e5 7.d5 Na5 8.Be2. 
Black’s knight is not so well placed at the edge of the board, so he should 
continue with 8...b6p, preparing Nb7, Foote — Hegelund, ICCF 2009.) 6...e5 
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7.Qb3. This counter attack against the pawn on f7 can be easily parried by 
Black. 7...Qf6 8.d5 BcS! He consolidates his advantage with this intermediate 
move. 9.Be3. Now, in order to protect his pawn on f2, White must comply 


with the appearance of another weakness in his position. 9...Bxe3 10.fxe3 
Ne7. Black plans to play Nf5, followed by Q¢g5 in order to increase his 
pressure against the enemy e3-pawn. 11.Ne2 Nf5 12.0-0 Qg5 13.d6 0-0! This 
is Black’s simplest reaction. His king had remained at the centre of the board 
for a long time... 14.dxc7 Nxe3 15.Ng3 Nxfl 16.Rxfl Qe7. He not only 
defends the f7-square, but also attacks the enemy pawn on c7. 17.Nxe4 Qxc7 
18.Ng5 g6 19.Nxf7 Kg7 20.Qb5 Bg4—+ Castillo — Even, ICCF 2007. 

7.45 Ne7 8.f3 Ng6. Black does not accept the pawn-sacrifice, since he is 
reluctant to fall back in development. 9.Bb5+ Bd7 10.Bxd7+ Qxd7 11.fxe4 
Bc5! He develops his bishop to an active position and impedes his 
opponent’s castling kingside. 12.Nf3 c6. Black has a better development, so 
the opening of the position would be in his favour. 13.dxc6 Qxc6 14.Qd5 
Qxd5 15.exd5 Rd8 16.c4 b5 17.b3 e4. Black ousts the enemy knight from its 
active position. 18.Nd2 0-0 19.a4 bxc4 20.bxc4 Rc8p Motta — Weiner, ICCF 
2014. He has a superior development, while White’s c4-pawn would need 
permanent protection. 
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3...d4 
This is the only way for Black to equalise and to continue the game in the 
spirit of the Alekhine Defence. 


Following 3...Nfd7 4.f4 e6 5.d4 c5 6.Nf3, there arises one of the main 
variations of the French Defence. 


After 3...Ne4, White has the rather unpleasant move 4.Nce2!?, threatening 
to trap the enemy knight with the moves d4, f3. 4...f6 (Black fails to equalise 
after 4...d4 5.c3 Nc6 6.Nf3 dxc3 7.bxc3 Bg4 8.d4. White has built up a 
powerful pawn-centre, while Black’s knight on e4 1s still seriously 
endangered. 8...e6 9.h3. White wishes to play g2-g4, in order to develop his 
bishop on fl. 9...Bf5 10.¢4 Bg6 11.Bg2 Be7, Lie — Gausel, Kristiansund 
2001, 12.Bb2!?+, defending the pawn on c3 and planning Nf4. White has 
seized completely the initiative.) 5.d3 Ng5 6.Bxg5. He weakens Black’s 
kingside pawn-structure. 6...fxg5 7.h4. White ensures the f4-square for his 
knight. 7...¢4 8.d4 c5 9.dxc5 e6 10.Nf4 Qc7 11.Bb5+f Liascovich — Llanos, 
Buenos Aires 2018. Black lags horribly in development. 


We will analyse now: A) 4.Nce2 and B) 4.exf6. 


White should better refrain from 4.Nb5, because after 4...Ng4 5.Nf3 Nc6, 
he should already think about equalising. 6.c3!? (6.Qe2 a6 7.h3 Ngxe5 
8.Nxe5 Nxe5 9.Qxe5 axb5 10.Bxb5+ c6. Black has accomplished a very 
advantageous exchange of a rook-pawn for an enemy central pawn. 11.Bc4 
Ra5!? He joins his rook into the actions on the fifth rank. 12.Qf4 e63 
Nikolova — Jap Tjoen San, Mamaia 2016) 6...Ngxe5 7.Nbxd4 Nxf3+ 8.Nxf3 
e5 9.Bb5 Bd6. Black has a freer game, but he has not achieved anything 
meaningful yet. 10.0-0 0-0 11.Rel Qf6= 


A) 4.Nce2 Ng4! 
Black’s attempt to simplify the position after 4...d3 and 5.exf6 dxe2 6.Bxe2 


exf6 7.d4?, leads to the appearance of doubled f-pawns in his position and he 
will have to defend it long and hard, Van Kerkhof — Voogt, Delft 2016. 
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5.f4! 


White should not play here 5.Nf3, because after 5...Nc6, he will have 
difficulties with the protection of his pawn on eS. 
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6.h3 Ngxe5 7.Nexd4, Narmontas — Kaunas, Vilnius 2017, 7...Qd5!? 8.Nxc6 


Qe4+! This is an important intermediate check after which White will have to 
comply with having an inferior pawn-structure. 9.Qe2 Nxf3+ 10.gxf3 Qxc63 
6.d3 Ngxe5 7.Nexd4 Nxf3+ 8.Nxf3 e5. Black has more space and White 

will have a difficult fight for equality. 9.Be2 Bd6. Black provides with 
additional defence the strategically important e5-square. 10.0-0 0-0 11.Rel 
Re8 12.Bd2 Bf53 Tran — Nguyen, Can Tho 1999. 

After 6.c3, Black has the powerful argument 6...d3! 7.Ned4 (It is possible 
that the least of evils for White here is 7.Nf4!? Ngxe5 8.Nxe5 Nxe5 9.Qa4+ 
Bd7 10.Qd4 Ng6 11.Nxg6 hxg6 12.Qxd3 c5. Black not only impedes the 
enemy pawn-advance d2-d4, but also prepares castling queenside. 13.Qe3 
Qc7. He develops his queen with tempo. 14.h3 0-0-0) 7...Ngxe5 8.Nxe5 
Nxe5 9.f4 Ng6 10.Qf3. The pawn on d3 thwarts the development of White’s 
queenside, so he wishes to capture it as quickly as possible. 10...e5 11.Qe3, 
Milesi — Andrieu, Saint Affrique 2005, 11...Bd6!? Black is trying to develop 
his kingside pieces in the fastest possible way. 12.Nb5 0-0 13.Nxd6 cxd6 
14.Qxd3. White restores the material balance, but lags horribly in 
development. 14...Re8 15.f5 Nf4 16.Qe3 Bxf5—+ 


5...Nc6 6.Nf3 
About 6.h3 Nh6 7.Nf3 f6 — see 6.Nf3. 


There arises a very interesting fight after 6.Ng3 g5!? 7.e6! Hostinsky — 
Ehrlich, Brno 1937. White wishes to exploit the defencelessness of the enemy 
knight on g4. 7...£5! Black sacrifices a pawn with the idea to provoke the 
enemy knight. 8.Nxf5 Qd5 9.Qxg4 Bxe6 10.Qxg5 Rg8 11.Qh5+ Bf7 12.Qh3 
Be6é 13.Bd3. Naturally, White is reluctant to repeat the position, since he has 
an extra piece. 13...Nb4 14.Nf3 Nxd3+ 15.cxd3 Qxf5 16.Qxf5 Bxf5© 
Black’s two-bishop advantage is very good compensation for the sacrificed 
pawn in this open position. 


6...f6 7.h3 


Following 7.c3!?, Black must defend very accurately. 7...fxe5 8.fxe5 d3. He 
wishes to impede the development of the enemy queenside. 9.Nf4 Ncxe5 
10.Nxe5 Nxe5 11.Qh5+ Nf7 12.Bxd3 Qd6. This is Black’s most precise 
reaction. He wishes to play e7-e5, followed by Be6. 13.0-0 e5 14.Nh3 Be6= 


7...Nh6 
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The move 8.b3 seems to be too slow. 8...d3!? Black sacrifices a pawn and 
begins a fight to seize the initiative. 9.cxd3 Nb4 10.Ned4 fxe5 11.fxe5 e6 
12.a3 Bc5 13.Bb2 Bxd4 14.Bxd4 Nf5. This move is played just in time; 
otherwise, Black’s knight will have to retreat from the b4-square. 15.Bf2 
Nxd3+ 16.Bxd3 Qxd33 He has regained the sacrificed pawn and his prospects 
seem preferable thank to his superior pawn-structure. 


After 8.d3, Black might even weaken his kingside. 8...fxe5!? 9.fxe5 e6 
10.Bxh6 gxh6 11.c3 Bg7 12.cxd4 0-0© Black has sacrificed a pawn, but has 
succeeded in evacuating his king away from the centre. 13.Qd2 b6. His 
bishop will be perfectly placed on the hl-a8 diagonal. 14.0-0-0 a5. Black 


wishes to weaken the shelter of the enemy king by advancing his rook pawn. 
15.Kb1 a4 16.Rcl Bb7 17.h4 a3 18.63 Kh8=+ White will have problems to 
complete the development of his kingside pieces in the arising complicated 
position, because his knight on e2 is squeezed with the protection of his pawn 
on d4. 


8...fxe5 9.fxe5 e6 
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10.Nexd4 


10.Ng3, Villwock — Sulskis, Neustadt an der Weinstrasse 2009, 10...Be7!? 
Black plays this move with the idea after Bh4 to exploit the weakening of the 
e1-h4 diagonal. 11.Bd3 Bh4 12.Nxh4 Qxh4 13.Qh5+. In this way White gets 
rid of the pin, but loses his e5-pawn. 13...Qxh5 14.Nxh5 Nxe5 15.Be4 0-0 
16.cxd4 Nc6= White’s powerful bishop-pair compensates the vulnerability of 
his d4-pawn. 


10...Nxd4 11.cxd4 


It is worse for White to play here 11.Nxd4?!, because after 11...Qh4+, his 


king will come under an attack by Black’s pieces. 12.Ke2 Qe4+ 13.Kf2 Bc5 
14.Qh5+ Nf7? Martorelli — Braga, Chianciano 1988. 


11...Be7!?©, followed by 0-0 and Nf5. White will hardly manage to 
complete his development without losing some material. 


B) 4.exf6 dxc3 
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5.fxg7 

This is the only way for White to fight for an advantage. After his 
alternatives, Black at least equalises. 

It is bad for White to opt here for 5.dxc3, because after 5...Qxd1+ 6.Kxd1, 
there arises an endgame in which he will have to fight for equality. 6...gxf6. 
Black captures with his pawn “according to the rules...” — towards the centre. 
He will begin a fight for the centre with his next moves by playing e7-e5 and 
f6-f5. 7.Be3 e5 8.Bd3, Goban — Jurica, Slovakia 1995, 8...f5!98 

5.Qe2. White’s queen will impede on this square the development of his 
own bishop on f1. 5...cxb2 6.Bxb2 gxf6 7.Bxf6 Rg8. Black’s rook may join 
into the actions along the sixth rank from here — (Rg6). 8.Bc3, Millen — 
Georgi, Cologne 1994, 8...Nc6? White has lost too much time on obsolete 


manoeuvres with his queen and bishop. 


5.fxe7. This capturing seems to be much worse than 5.fxg7, because now 
Black is not forced to capture on d2, since he takes the enemy pawn with a 
check. 5...Qxe7+!? 


AAG, 


gh 


as 
V. 
ata! 


KZ aie 


eB ihb & F 
fe, BONS OPA EE | 


A ac a EE ee ee a a 


abcdeftgnh 


6.Qe2 cxb2. Black weakens his opponent’s queenside pawn-structure. Now, 
White must play very precisely not to end up in an inferior position. 7.Qxe7+ 
(It is possible that White had to play here 7.Bxb2, although even then after 
7...Be6!? 8.Nf3 Nc6+, followed by 0-0-0, Black would fight for the 
advantage, Kachkina — Mednikova, St Petersburg 2003.) 7...Bxe7 8.Bxb2 0- 
0. Black can play for a win in this endgame without any risk thanks to his 
superior pawn-structure. 9.Nf3, Barczay — Bronstein, Miskolc 1963, 9...Re8!? 
After this move, White must choose quickly a place to bring his king to 
safety. 10.0-0-0. He leaves his a2-pawn without protection and Black can 
exploit this immediately. 10...Be6 11.a3 Nc6 12.Bd3 Bd5 13.Rhel Bxf3 
14.gxf3 Bc5% White’s two-bishop advantage cannot compensate the 
numerous pawn-weaknesses in his position. 

6.Be2 cxb2 7.Bxb2 Bg4. He will have problems to complete the 
development of his kingside pieces. 8.Kfl Bxe2+ 9.Qxe2. Without this move 


———— 


the precarious position of White’s king may hurt him in the middle game. 
9...Qxe2+ 10.Nxe2 Nc6 11.Nd4. White has many pawn-weaknesses and must 
defend accurately relying on exchanging pieces. 11...Nxd4 12.Bxd4 0-0-0 
13.Bc3, Rozlapa — Alexandria, Tbilisi 1976, White exerts pressure against the 
pawn on g7 and impedes the development of the bishop on f8 and the rook on 
h8. Still, Black has the move 13...h5!?, followed by Rh6, with the idea to 
bring his rook into the actions via the sixth rank. 


5.bxc3 exf6!? Black wishes to develop his kingside pieces as quickly as 
possible. His subsequent plan is quite simple: Bd6, 0-0, c7-c5, Nc6. 
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6.Bc4 c5= 

6.Nf3. If White postpones the logical occupation of the centre with the 
move d2-d4, he may have difficulties. 6...Bd6 7.Be2 (7.d4 0-0 — see 6.d4) 
7...0-0 8.0-0 c5 9.d4 Nc6 10.a4, Minasian — Kakageldyev, Azov 1991 
(10.Be3 b6?) 10...b6!?3, Black prevents the further advance of the enemy a- 
pawn. The weakness of White’s queenside pawns may become a telling 
factor in the middle game. 

6.d4 Bd6 7.Bd3 (7.Nf3 0-0 8.Bd3 Re8 — see 7.Bd3; 8.Be2 c5!? 9.0-0 Nc6 — 
see 6.Nf3) 7...0-0 
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8.Qh5 g6 9.Qh4 c53 White will hardly manage to organise an attack on the 
kingside and his queen will be incapable of helping in the defence of his 
numerous pawn-weaknesses on the other side of the board. 

8.Qf3. Now, before playing Ne2, White develops his queen to an active 
position. 8...c5 9.Ne2 Nc6 10.0-0 Qc7. Black attacks the h-pawn and wins a 
tempo for the development of his queen. 11.h3 cxd4. He helps White to get 
rid of his doubled pawns, in order to be able to attack the bishop after 
12.cxd4 Nb4 13.Ba3 Nxd3 14.Bxd6 Qxd6 15.Qxd3 b5!= Shmidtke — 
Lematschko, Riga 1968. Black’s b5-pawn is untouchable due to the loss of 
White’s knight, so Black thus impedes the enemy pawn-advance c2-c4. 

8.Nf3 Re8+ 9.Be3 c5 10.0-0, Ocana — Cadenas, Madrid 2011, 10...Qc7!?= 

8.Ne2 c5 9.0-0 (White’s attempt to stabilise the situation in the centre with 
the move 9.d5 enables Black to seize the initiative following 9...Qc7 10.c4, 
N.Kosintseva — Zimina, Ufa 2000, 10...b5!? 11.cxb5 c4 12.Be4 Re8 13.Bf3 
Nd7. He has powerful initiative for the sacrificed pawn. His knight is headed 
for the e5-square. 14.0-0 Bxh2+ 15.Kh1 Bd6? White’s king is sheltered by 
only two pawns and its precarious situation may hurt him in the forthcoming 
middle game.) 9...Nc6 10.a4, Kamsky — Nakamura, playchess.com 2006, 
10...Qc7!? 11.h3 Be6. Now, White must consider permanently the threat c5- 


c4, as well as cxd4, followed by Nb4. 12.dxc5 Bxc5 13.Nf4 Ne5? He has no 
compensation for the vulnerability of his pawn-structure. 


5...cxd2+ 
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White may try to make good use of his more elastic pawn-structure in the 
endgame after B1) 6.Qxd2, or may continue in a middle game after B2) 
6.Bxd2. 


B1) 6.Qxd2 Qxd2+ 7.Bxd2 Bxg7 8.0-0-0 

He protects the pawn on b2 and castles advantageously. 

White may try here with the same idea the move 8.c3, but it does not 
contribute to the development of his pieces. 8...Nc6 9.Nf3 Be6. Black exerts 
pressure against the enemy a2-pawn and impedes his opponent’s castling 
queenside. 10.Bb5 0-0-0 11.Bxc6 (11.0-0?! NeSp) 11...bxc6+ Black’s two 
powerful bishops compensate fully the defects of his pawn-structure in this 
open position. 


8...Nc6 
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9.Bb5 
White is threatening to compromise his opponent’s queenside pawn- 
structure at an opportune moment. 


It seems weaker for White to play here 9.Be3, Samolins — Barlocco, Di 
Roseto 2010, 9...Be6!?=, or 9.f4. Both these moves do not contribute to the 
development of his kingside pieces. 9...Be6 10.a3 0-0-0 11.Nf3 Bd5= 
Zeleznik — Vukanovic, Otocec 2006. Black’s pieces have occupied active 
positions. 


9.Bc4. This looks like a good move. White prevents the development of the 
enemy bishop to the e6-square. Therefore, Black should prepare its 
development to the hl-a8 diagonal. 9...Ne5 10.Bb3 Bd7 11.Bc3 Rg8. Black 
defends against the threat f2-f4. 12.Ne2 e6. He takes under control the 
important squares d5 and f5. 13.h3, Andersen — Gajic, Helsingor 2009, 
13...Bc6!? Black squeezes the enemy rook with the protection of the g2- 
pawn. 14.Rhg1 Rd8 15.Rxd8+ Kxd8= Black’s pieces have been actively 
deployed. White cannot obtain anything much out of his more elastic pawn- 
structure. 


9.Ne2. From this square White’s knight may go to f4, or can support the 
development of his bishop to c3. 9...Bd7 
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10.Nf4 0-0-0 11.Bc4 Ne5 12.Be2, Ormsby — Gould, ICCF 2012, 
12...Rhg8!? Now, after Nh5, Black will be able to retreat his bishop to h8. 
13.Rhel e6. It would be useful for him to deprive his opponent of the 
possibility Nd5. 14.f3 Bc6 15.Bc3 Rxd1+ 16.Bxd1 Ng6. Simplifying the 
position is Black’s simplest way of equalising. 17.Nxg6 hxg6 18.Bxg7 Rxg7 
19.h4 Kd7= Black should not forget about the safety of his king even in the 
endgame. White’s plan, connected with g2-¢4, h4-h5, is not dangerous for 
Black, since he has the resource f7-f5, followed by Ke7-f6, e6-e5, after which 
his prospects would not be worse. 

10.Ng3 0-0-0 11.Be2, Reefschlaeger — Steinbacher, Germany 1989 (The 
move 11.Nh5? Popchev — Mikicic, Belgrade 2017, can be refuted by Black 
with a simple tactical operation 11...,Bxb2+! 12.Kxb2 Bg4p) 11...Bd4!? Now, 
after 12.Bh5, Black can play 12...f6=, without being afraid of the restriction 
of the mobility of his bishop. 

10.Bc3 Rg8!? Black would not mind the exchange of the bishops, but 
wishes to activate his rook (It is less precise for him to opt here for 10...Bxc3 
11.Nxc3?). 
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11.f3 0-0-0 12.Bxg7 Rxg7= Fichtl — Cibulka, Stary Smokovec 1972. 

11.Rg1 0-0-0 12.Bxg7 Rxg7 13.Nc3, Heidrich — Barthel, Pardubice 2009, 
13...e519= 

Following 11.g3, Machulsky — Palatnik, Kiev 1989, Black can occupy the 
centre with his pawn 11...e5!? After White’s pawn has been placed on the g3- 
square, Black can get rid of his only weakness on the kingside with the move 
h5-h4. If White plays himself h2-h4, this would lead to the weakening of the 
g4-square. 12.Bg2 0-0-0 13.Rhel h5= 

11.Bxg7 Rxg7 12.Nc3 (12.Nf4. White’s knight is less stable here, because 
it would soon come under an attack after the move e7-e5. 12...0-0-0 13.g3 e5 
14.Nd3 Bg4 15.Rel, Rueda — Torrecillas Martinez, Spain 1994, 15...Bf3!? 
Black impedes the development of the enemy bishop on g2. 16.Rg1 Kb8= 
Black’s actively deployed pieces compensate fully the relative weakness of 
his pawn-structure.) 12...0-0-0 13.g3, Dolzhikova — Panchenko, Kiev 2005, 
13...h5!? 14.h4 (14.Bg2 h4=) 14...Ne5 15.Be2 Ng4= 


aaa 
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9.Nf3 Bd7 10.Bc4 (10.Bb5 0-0-0 — see 9.Bb5) 10...e6 11.Rhel. White’s 
pieces have been actively deployed, but Black has sufficient defensive 
resources. (11.Bg5 f6 12.Be3 0-0-0= Yandemirov — Beletsky, Moscow 2007) 


11...0-0-0 12.Bf4 (12.Ng5 Be8=) 12...a6 13.a3 h6. It is not easy for White to 
find a reasonable plan for the improvement of his position, for example; 
14.23 Kb8 15.Rd2 Bc8 16.Rxd8 Rxd8 17.Ne5 Nxe5 18.Bxe5 f6 19.Bc3, Hou 
Yifan — Zhao Xue, Being 2014, 19...e5!?= 


9...Bd7 
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10.Nf3 


10.Ne2. White’s knight is less active on this square than on f3. 10...a6 
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11.Bxc6?! Bxc63 

11.Bc4. White’s knight is not so stable here as on a4. 11...Ne5 12.Bd5, 
Schlindwein — Rausis, Cappelle-la-Grande 1994, 12...0-0-0!? Black has 
protected his pawn on b7 and wishes to oust the enemy bishop away from the 
centre with the move e7-e6. 13.Bc3 e6 14.Bb3 Rhg8= 

11.Ba4 0-0-0 12.Bc3 (12.Bb3 e6=) 12...Bxc3 13.Nxc3 b5!? This is the 
beginning of an active defensive plan for Black. He plans to trade his knight 
for the enemy bishop. 14.Bb3 e6 15.Ne4 Na5 16.g3 Bc6 17.Rhel Rxd1+ 
18.Kxd1, Radovic — Radovic, Jagodina 2012, 18...Kd7!?= Black can activate 
his king now, because an eventual expedition of White’s knight, with the idea 
to capture the pawn on a6, may end up in a disaster for him. 19.Nc5+ Kd6 
20.Nxa6?? Bb7 21.Nb4 c5. Now, White cannot avoid the loss of a piece. 
22.Nd3 c4 23.Ne5 Rf8—+ 


10...0-0-0 11.Rhel 

The move 11.Ng5 would lead to quick simplifications. 11...Ne5 12.Bxd7+ 
Rxd7 13.Bc3 Rg8. Black protects his bishop and parries the threat f2-f4. 
14.f4, Keprt — Sysala, Frydek-Mistek 1997, 14...Rxd1+!? Black deflects the 
enemy rook from the protection of his kingside pawns and is trying to seize 


the initiative. 15.Rxd1 Ng4 16.Bxg7 Rxg7 17.Rel e5. Black undermines the 
base under the enemy knight. 18.Nf3 exf4 19.Re4. Now, White must play 
very precisely in order to neutralise his opponent’s initiative. 19...Ne3 20.g3 
Ng? 21.gxf4 Rg4 22.Ne5 Rxf4 23.Rxf4 Nxf4 24.Nxf7 Kd7= Black’s king is 
much more active in the arising king and knight ending, but the position is 
still within equality. 
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11...Bf6 


We can recommend to players who enjoy active play to try here the pawn- 
sacrifice — 11...a6!? 12.Bxc6 Bxc6 13.Rxe7 Rhf8 14.b3 Rd5. Black prepares 
the transfer of his rook to the f5-square. 15.Rf1 Rf5. From here the rook not 
only exerts pressure against White’s kingside, but also protects the pawn on 
f7. 16.Nel Rd8 17.¢4 Bf8 18.Rxc7+ Kxc7 19.gxf5 Be4 20.Rg1 Bxf5© 
Black’s two powerful bishops compensate fully his minimal material deficit 
in this endgame. 


It also seems good for Black to try here 11...e6 12.Ng5 Rhf8!? He is not 
afraid of the capturing on h7. 13.g3 (After the move 13.Nxh7, there would be 
no pawns left on the kingside at all: 13...Rh8 14.Ng5 Rxh2 15.Nxf7 Rf8 


16.Ng5 Rxg2 17.Nxe6 Rfxf2 18.Nxg7 Rxg7=) 13...h6 14.Nf3 Rfe8. Black 
has a very solid position and White will have a hard time breaking it... 


12.Ng5 Rhg8!? 

Black wishes to activate his rook on the g-file. 
13.h4 Rg7 

He simply defends his attacked pawns. 


13...h6 14.Nxf7 Rdf8 15.Bxc6 (There arises an endgame with a non- 
standard material ratio after 15.Bc4 Rg7 16.Bxh6 Rexf7 17.Bxf7 Rxf7= If 
Black manages to coordinate his pieces, then his knight and bishop may 
prove to be stronger than White’s rook and two pawns.) 15...Bxc6 16.Ne5 
Bxe5 17.Rxe5 Rxg2 18.Be3 Rf7= This position with rooks and bishops of 
opposite colours seems quite drawish. 
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14.¢3, Sorokin — Hobaica, Mar del Plata 1994, 14...a6!? Black ousts the 
enemy bishop. 15.Bfl Bg4. The exchange of the light-squared bishops is in 
favour of Black, because the majority of White’s pawns are on dark squares. 
16.Be2 Bxe2 17.Rxe2 e6= White is very unlikely to manage to exploit the 
vulnerability of Black’s pawn on h7. 


B2) 6.Bxd2 Bxg7 
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We will analyse in details now: B2a) 7.c3, B2b) 7.Qf3 and B2c) 7.Qh5. 


White has an interesting pawn-sacrifice here — 7.Nf3!? Bxb2 8.Rb1 Bf6+ 
Cicak — Boidman, Gelsenkirchen 1999. He obtains compensation for it 
indeed, but not more than that... 


After 7.Bd3, Black may ignore capturing the pawn for the sake of the 
quickest possible development of his pieces. 7...Nc6 8.Nf3 Qd5. White’s 
bishop on d3 is tremendously active, so Black prepares its exchange with the 
move Bf5. 9.Qe2, Grund — Loifenfeld, Germany 2000, 9...Bf5!? Black’s king 
will be safer on the queenside than on the kingside. 10.Bxf5 Qxf5 11.0-0-0 0- 
0-0= 


After 7.Bc4, Black can centralise his queen with tempo. 7...Qd4!? (But not 
7...Bxb2?, because after 8.Qh5, Black cannot defend simultaneously against 
capturing on f7 and against the threat Qb5+ 8...e6? 9.Qb5+—) 
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8.Bb5+, Greenfeld — Landenbergue, Belfort 1983, 8...Nd7!?% 

8.Qe2 Qxb2 9.Rd1 Nc6 10.Nf3, Moreno Garrido — Rojas Delgado, Terrassa 
1996, 10...Bf5!? White will lose soon his pawn on c2. 11.0-0 0-0-0. Black 
gives back his pawn on f7, but ensures the safety of his king. 12.Bxf7 Bxc2 
13.Bcl Qc3 14.Rxd8+ Rxd8p He has an extra pawn and his pieces are quite 
active too. 

8.Bb3 Bg4. Black prevents at first the enemy queen-sortie to the h5-square 
and then will simply capture a pawn. 9.Nf3, Wollmann — Berndt, Germany 
1989, 9...Qxb2!?3 White does not have sufficient compensation for his 
material losses. 

8.Bd3!? Nc6 9.Bc3. White forces simplifications and is at least not worse. 
9...Q¢4 10.Qxg4 Bxc3+ 11.bxc3 Bxg4= This endgame looks approximately 
equal, because both sides have pawn-weaknesses. 


B2a) 7.c3 Nc6 


re 


8.Qc2 


It is bad for White to play here 8.Bb5?!, because of 8...Qd5°, with a double 
attack against the enemy bishop and the pawn on g2. 


8.Qh5. Acting alone, White’s queen is incapable of creating any serious 
problems for the opponent... 8...Ne5 9.Qg5 Bf6 10.Qg3, Mumme — 
Schmeding, Hamburg 1993, 10...Qd5!?3 White has lost too much time on 
manoeuvres with his queen and in the meantime Black has succeeded in 
centralising his pieces. 


Following 8.Nf3 Be6 9.Qc2, Bex — Perissinotto, Chiasso 1991, Black can 
obtain a very good position after 9...Qd6!?=, followed by 0-0-0. 


8...Qd6 9.0-0-0 
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This position was reached in the game Aguilar — Monroy Garzon, 
Cochabamba 2013. 9...Qd5!? This is a concrete approach to the situation by 
Black. He attacks the b2-pawn and wishes to provoke the pawn-advance c3- 
c4, after which his bishop on g7 will exert powerful pressure against the b2- 
pawn. 10.c4 Qf5 11.Bc3. White neutralises the pressure of the enemy bishop 
on g7, but weakens his control over the cl-h6 diagonal. 11...Qg5+ 12.Rd2 
Bf5. Black develops his bishop to an active position with tempo. 13.Qb3 
Bxc3 14.Qxc3 e5 15.Nf3 Qf4= Black’s actively deployed pieces more than 
compensate the slight vulnerability of his pawn-structure. 


B2b) 7.Qf3 

White prepares an attack against the f7-square with the move Bc4, but this 
would hardly compensate his sacrificed pawn. 

7...Bxb2 

It would be difficult for him to prove that the activity of his pieces 
compensates the sacrificed material. 
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8.Bc4 

This is the only way for White to obtain an acceptable position. With the 
immediate attack against the f7-pawn he wishes to force his opponent to 
castle kingside, because his king would be less safe there than on the 
queenside. 

8.Rb1 Bf6 9.Bc3 Qd6 10.Bc4, Kolcak — Bednar, Slovakia 2003, 10...Bg4!? 
Black neutralises completely the activity of White’s pieces with the help of 
this small tactical operation. 11.Qxg4 Bxc3+ 12.Kfl Nc6 13.Nf3 e63 


8.Rd1 Qd4. Black’s queen is headed for the f6-square in order to protect his 
weakened kingside. 9.Ne2 Qf6 10.Qb3 (10.Nf4 Nc6p; 10.Qg3 Bf5p) 
10...Qb6. Naturally, Black would not mind trading queens, having an extra 
pawn, while White would be obviously reluctant to comply with that. 11.Qg3 
Bd7!? 12.Rb1. White pins the enemy bishop and prevents Black from 
completing comfortably the development of his pieces. 12...Na6 13.a4 (After 
13.Nc3?! 0-0-0 14.Bxa6 bxa6 15.0-0 Rhg8 16.Nd5 Qc5 17.Qd3 Bc6 18.c4 
Bd4 19.Bb4 Rxd5! 20.Bxc5 Bxf2+ 21.Rxf2 Rxd3 22.Bxe7 Rg4p, Black’s 
pieces are evidently more active.) 13...Bxa4 14.Bcl Qa5+ 15.Bd2 Qe5 16.f4 
Qf6 17.Nc3 Bxc3 18.Bxc3 Qe6+ 19.Be2 f6? White’s bishop-pair and his well 


coordinated pieces still do not compensate fully the sacrificed pawns. 


8...0-0 9.Rb1 Bg7 10.Ne2 Nc6 11.Bc3 e5 12.0-0 Qf6. The vulnerability of 
Black’s king may become a factor in the middle game, therefore he should 
better seek a transfer into an endgame. 13.Qxf6 Bxf6= Cossette — Dagenais, 
Gatineau 2010. Black will hardly manage to complete the development of his 
queenside pieces without material losses. 


B2c) 7.Qh5 Qd4 


+ WW @ ho of aw w& 


a ee 


8.c3 

It seems rather optimistic for White to play here 8.Nf3?!, since he might 
lose all his pawns on the queenside after that. 8...Qxb2 9.Rd1 Qxc2 10.Be2 
Qf5 11.Ng5 h6p Vrana — Soban, Czechia 2009. 

8...Qe4+ 9.Qe2 


It is bad for White to play here 9.Be2?!, because of 9...Qxg2? and Black not 


only wins a pawn, but also compromises his opponent’s kingside. 


Following 9.Ne2, after an accurate play, White should manage to neutralise 
gradually his opponent’s initiative and equalise after a while. 9...Bd7!? Now, 
White’s queen will be incapable of joining in the defence of the queenside 
after the move Qb5-b3. 10.Rc1. White covers the c2-square against the 
penetration of the enemy queen. 10...Nc6 11.Be3 Bg4 12.Qg5 Qg6. Black 
would not mind changing queens on this square, because this would improve 
his kingside pawn-structure. 13.Rd1 Ne5 14.h3 Be6 15.Qxg6 hxg6= His 
pieces are a bit more active, but that does not promise him anything 
meaningful. 


9.Be3 Bg4. Black develops his bishop with tempo. 10.Qg5 Bf6 11.Qf4. 
Here, White must strive to reach an endgame; otherwise, Black’s lead in 
development might become a telling factor in the middle game. 11...Qxf4 
12.Bxf4, Cagasik — Kalousek, Olomouc 2012. 
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12...Nd7!? This is an interesting pawn-sacrifice for Black with the idea to 
activate his pieces. 13.Bxc7 (13.Nf3 0-0-0=) 13...Rc8 14.Ba5 Rg8!? He 


wishes to attack the enemy bishop on a5 with the move Rg5. 15.Bb4 Nb6 


16.Bb5+ Kf8 17.Ne2 Rg5 18.a4 Bxe2. Black presents his opponent with the 
two-bishop advantage, but regains the sacrificed pawn and disrupts his 
opponent’s pawn-structure on the kingside. 19.Bxe2 a5 20.Ba3 Rxg2 21.Bf3 
Rg5 22.Bxb7 Rd8 23.h4 Re5+ 24.Kfl Nxa4= The tactical storm has 
subsided. There are only a few pawns left on the board, so the most likely 
outcome of the game would be a draw. 


9...Qc2 
Black may avoid the trade of the queens for the moment. 
10.Qb5+ 
White transfers his queen to the b3-square in order to protect his queenside 
pawns. 

10...c6 11.Qb3 
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11...Qe4+!? 


White’s queen, placed on b3, is a bit away from the central squares, so 
Black can avoid again the transfer into an endgame. 

12.Ne2 Nd7 13.Be3 Ne5 

There may arise interesting complications after 13...Bh6!? 14.Bxh6 Nc5 
15.Qa3 Nd3+ 16.Kd2 Nxf2 17.Rg1 Bf5. Black has only a pawn for the piece, 
but White’s pieces are dis-coordinated and his king is horribly misplaced at 


the centre of the board. 18.Nd4. White covers the c2-square against the 
penetration of the enemy queen. 18...0-0-0 19.g4. White gives back a part of 
the extra material, but simplifies the position. 19...Nxg4 20.Rxg4 Qxg4 
21.Qxa7 Qe4 22.Rel Qc2+ 23.Ke3 Qe4= 


14.Ng3 Qg6 15.Be2 
15.Rd1 h5,, 
15...h5 
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16.h4, Bielicki — Sanguineti, Buenos Aires 1962. White should not allow 
his opponent to play h5-h4, but now he cannot oust the enemy pieces from 
the g4-square with the move h2-h3. 16...Nd3+ Black obtains the two-bishop 
advantage. He fall back in development after that, but White is incapable of 
harming him... 17.Bxd3 Qxd3 18.Rd1 Qa6 19.Qb4 Be6 20.f3 b6 21.a4 Qc4. 
The exchange of the queens is the simplest way for Black to neutralise his 
opponent’s initiative. 22.Nf5 Bf8 23.Qxc4 Bxc4= The activity of White’s 
pieces compensates Black’s two-bishop advantage in this endgame. 


— Ke 


Chapter 5 
1.e4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.exd5 Nxd5 The 
Scandinavian Variation 
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The pawn-exchange in the centre has led to a position which is more typical 
for the Scandinavian Defence, but not in the best version for White, because 
the placement of his knight on c3 precludes him from the possibility to oust 
the enemy knight from the centre of the board with the move c2-c4. 
Therefore, contrary to the Scandinavian Defence, Black equalises here 
effortlessly. 

White’s most logical and popular move is to continue the piece-pressure 
against the enemy knight on d5 with C) 4.Bc4. Still, before that, we will 
analyse: A) 4.d4 and B) 4.Nxd5. 

About 4.Nge2 Nc6 5.Nxd5 Qxd5 — see variation B. 

4.Ne4. White makes a second move with the same piece in the opening and 
this is contrary to the principles. 4...e5 5.Nf3 f5 6.Ng3 Bd6? White has lost 
too much time on manoeuvres with his knight. 


Se Ei 


4.3. He wishes to fianchetto his bishop, but this is far from easy. 4...Nxc3 
5.bxc3 Qd5!? 
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Black wishes to cause disharmony in the development of the enemy pieces 
with this queen-sortie. 

6.Qf3 Qe6+!? Black would not mind trading the queens, but wishes to do 
that in a better version — on the e2-square. 7.Qe2. White is forced to play this; 
otherwise, after Bd7-c6, Black can exploit the misplacement of the enemy 
queen on the long diagonal. 7...Qxe2+ 8.Nxe2 Bd7. Black transfers his 
bishop to c6 with the idea to neutralise the pressure of White’s bishop. 9.Bg2 
Bc6 10.0-0, Kurmann — Kuepper, Ruhrgebiet 1999, 10...Bxg2 11.Kxg2 Nc6= 
It is only Black who can fight for the advantage in this position thanks to his 
more elastic pawn-structure. 

6.Nf3 Qe4+ 7.Be2. White wishes to maintain the tension. (In the endgame 
after 7.Qe2 Qxe2+ 8.Kxe2, Black has nothing to worry about. 8...Nc6 9.Rb1 
b6 10.Bg2 Bb7 11.Ne5 NaS. Black prepares the exchange of the active 
enemy bishop. 12.Bxb7 Nxb7 13.f4 f6. He ousts White’s knight away from 
the centre. 14.Nf3 e6= Babb — Rasmussen, Winnipeg 1998.) 7...Bh3. This 
was the essence of Black’s counterplay. Now, White cannot castle kingside. 


8.Rgl Bg4 9.d3 Qc6+ Benko — Martz, New York 1972. White has a better 
development, but the move Rg! has compromised his position. 


4.Qf3 Nf6!? Now, after Bc4. Black does not need to be afraid of the 
capturing on f7. Besides that, he wishes to exploit the early enemy queen- 
sortie with the moves Nc6-d4, or Bg4. 5.Ne4 (5.Bc4 Nc6 6.d3 Bg4 7.Qg3, 
Gomez — Recalde, Asuncion 2018, 7...Nd43) 5...Nc6 6.Bb5 Bd7=, White 
should better postpone the move 7.Nc5? until the completion of the 
development of his kingside pieces, because after 7...Nd4 8.Bxd7+ Nxd7 
9.Qc3 Nxc5 10.Qxc5, Jensen — Jorgensen, Ringsted 1998, 10...Qd7!?, 
Black’s lead in development becomes overwhelming. 


4.Nf3 Nxc3. Black weakens his opponent’s pawn-structure on the 
queenside. 5.bxc3 g6. He is reluctant to restrict his queen’s bishop with the 
move e7-e6. In addition, his dark-squared bishop will be very active on the 
long diagonal. 
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About 6.d4 Bg7 — see 4.d4. 
Following 6.g3, Black must play immediately 6...b6!? If White places his 
bishop on g2, Black will have great problems to play that move. 7.Bg2 Bb7 


8.0-0 Bg7 9.d4 0-0= He has a superior pawn-structure. 

6.Bc4 Bg7. Here, or even later, White must play d2-d4, transposing to 
variation A, because the delay of that move might lead to difficulties for him. 
7.0-0 (7.d4 0-0 — see 4.d4) 7...0-0 8.Rel (8.d4 c5 — see 4.d4) 8...c5 
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About 9.d4 Nc6 — see 4.d4. 

9.Ba3. The attack against the pawn on cS is easily parried by Black. 9...Qa5 
10.Qcl, Khamrakulov — Moya Albaladejo, Albacete 2007, 10...Nc6 11.Rb1 
Qc7?, defending against the threat Rb5. 12.Bxc5?! White should better refrain 
from capturing this pawn, because after 12...Na5 13.Bxe7 Nxc4 14.Bxf8 
Bxf8p, Black’s two powerful bishops will be stronger than White’s rook and 
two pawns in this middle game. 

9.Ne5 Nd7. This is the simplest for Black. He exchanges immediately his 
opponent’s centralised knight. 10.Nxd7, Borsuk — Stupak, Minsk 2009, 
10...Bxd7!?3 

9.Ng5. This attack against the f7-square seems to be not well prepared. 
9...Nc6+ 10.Ba3?! Qa5 11.Qc1, Nepomniachtchi — Carlsen, Moscow 2010, 
11...Qc7!?3 Now, capturing the pawn 12.Bxc5?!, would only worsen White’s 
position. 12...Ne5 13.Bb3 Qxc5 14.d4 Qxc3 15.dxe5 Bxe5p 
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6.Nf3 
The f3-square is the best for White’s knight in this position. If he develops 
it to another place (for example on e2), he would even fail to equalise. 


About 6.Bf4 Bg7 7.Qd2 c5 8.Nf3 0-0 — see 6.Nf3. 


6.Bd3 Bg7 7.Ne2 (It is better for White to play here 7.Nf3 c5 — see 6.Nf3.) 
7...0-0 8.0-0 c5 9.Ba3, Meiers — Van Winsen, Duisburg 1999 (9.Be3 Nd7) 
9...Nd7!?3 Black’s prospects seem preferable thanks to his more elastic pawn- 
structure. After 10.dxc5 Qc7 11.c6, Black sacrifices advantageously a pawn 
11...Ne5 12.cxb7 Bxb7p White has an extra doubled pawn on the c-file, but it 
is practically immaterial. His pieces are not so well coordinated as their 
counterparts. 


6.Bc4 Bg7 7.Qf3. Now, before playing Ne2, White develops his queen to 
an active position. (7.Nf3 0-0 — see 6.Nf3) 7...0-0 8.Ne2 c5 9.h4, 
Thorhallsson — Krasenkow, Copenhagen 2007. White’s kingside attack seems 


a bit hasty. Still, Black should better play 9...h5!?, to parry it in advance. 
10.Nf4 Qd6. Black defends his pawn on g6. 11.Ba3 Bg4. He defends his 
bishop with tempo. 
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Here, White should better refrain from winning material, because after 
12.Qxb7? Qxf4 13.Qxa8 Nd7 14.Qb7 Rb8, he will have a hard time 
defending against Black’s numerous threats. 15.Qa6 Qe4+. Now, White 
cannot protect simultaneously his pawns on c2 and g2. 16.Kfl Qxc2 17.Bb3 
Qxc3 18.Rel Rxb3! Black sacrifices another exchange and deprives his 
opponent of the possibility to attack the f7 and g6-squares. 19.axb3 Bxd4. At 
this moment Black has only two pawns for the two exchanges, but his pieces 
are perfectly coordinated. 20.Qc4 Qd2 21.Re2. Bxe2+ 22.Qxe2 Qc3 23.Qd1 
Qa5 24.Bcl Ne5 25.Be3 Bxe3 26.fxe3 Ng4 27.Rh3 Qa2—+ 

12.Qe4. White increases his pressure against the g6-square. 12...e6!? Black 
covers the a2-g8 diagonal and solves thus radically the problem with the 
attack against his king. 13.Bxc5 Qc7 14.Rb1 Nd7. Black sacrifices the 
exchange and seizes completely the initiative. 15.Bxf8 Rxf8 16.Bb3 Qxc3+ 
17.Kf1 Qc7? White is an exchange up, but his defence is not easy, because his 
pieces are dis-coordinated and his king is deprived of its castling rights. 
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7.Bce4 


The move 7.Be3 does not prevent the pawn-advance 7...c53 


7.Bf4 0-0 
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8.Qd2 c53 Black begins an immediate attack against the d4-square. 9.Bc4 
Nc6 10.Bh6 cxd4 11.Bxg7 Kxg7 12.Nxd4, Cabanes — Garza, Burgos 2003, 
12...Qc7!? 13.Nxc6 Qxc6 14.Bd5 Qf6p White does not have compensation 
for the numerous pawn-weaknesses in his position. 

8.Be5, Kholmov — Alburt, Baku 1972. The trade of the dark-squared 
bishops is obviously not worth the time lost for it... 8...Bxe5!? 9.Nxe5 
(9.dxe5 Qxd1+ 10.Rxd1 Kg7? Now, thanks to his superior pawn-structure, 
Black can play for a win without any risk for a long time.) 9...Nd7. White’s 
knight is very powerful in the centre, so Black wishes either to exchange it, 
or to oust it from there. 10.Nc4 c5 11.Be2 Nf6 12.0-0 Be6? White has no 
compensation for the pawn-weaknesses in his position. 


7.Bd3 c5 8.0-0 Nc6 9.Ba3 cxd4. Black is forced to help his opponent to get 
rid of his doubled pawns on the c-file. Still, after 10.cxd4, he can win a tempo 
for the development of his queen. 10...Qa5 11.Bb2 0-03 J.Grachev — 
Arestanov, Novosibirsk 2001. Black’s pieces exert powerful pressure against 
the enemy pawn on d4. 


7.Be2. White’s bishop is not so active here as on the c4-square. 7...0-0 8.0- 


0 c5 9.Be3 Qa5. From this square Black’s queen will attack White’s weak 
pawns on a2 and c3. 10.Qd2 Nc6 11.Rfd1, Vuity — Gyugyi, Hungary 2013, 
11...Bf5!23 Black has more actively deployed pieces and more elastic pawn- 
structure. 


7...0-0 8.0-0 c5 
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9.Ba3 


White attacks the c5-pawn and wishes to provoke an exchange on d4 in 
order to get rid of his doubled pawns. 


Following 9.dxc5 Qa5 10.Rb1 Qxc5, White’s doubled pawns on the c-file 
become isolated as well. 11.Qe2, Kulkarni — Saleh, Abu Dhabi 2015, 
11...Nc6!23 


9.a4 Nc6 10.Ba3. White sacrifices a pawn, but does not obtain much in 
return. 10...cxd4 11.cxd4 Nxd4 12.Nxd4, Paschall — Kelleher, Needham 
2000, 12...Bxd4 13.Rb1 Bfop 


9.Ne5 Nd7 10.Qe2 cxd4 11.cxd4, Lachmann — Paulsen, Berlin 2000, 


11...Nb6!?3 White cannot protect simultaneously his pawn on d4 and remove 
his bishop under the attack. So, Black obtains the two-bishop advantage. 


After 9.Bg5 Nc6 10.dxc5 Qa5!? 11.Rb1 Qxc53, Black regains his pawn and 
preserves all the pluses of his position. 


9.Rel. This is a good decision for White. He develops his rook to an active 
position and wishes to create pressure against the enemy pawn on e7 at an 
opportune moment. 9...Nc6 10.Ba3 cxd4 11.cxd4 Bg4 12.c3 Qa5 13.Qb3?! 
With this move White complies with a weakening of the position of his king 
(It is more reliable for him to continue here with 13.Bb2 Qc7-, although even 
then, Black would have an excellent position.). 13...Bxf3 14.gxf3 Qg5+. 
Black transfers his queen to the kingside. 15.Kh1, Benjamin — Simutowe, 
Connecticut 2003, 15...Rab8!?y1 Black protects his pawn on b7 and preserves 
excellent prospects. 


9.Be3 Qa5 10.dxc5!? This is an interesting decision. White wishes to force 
active piece-play on the board and opens the centre. (10.Qd2?! Nc6?) 
10...Qxc3= Black cannot exploit easily his superior pawn-structure, because 
White’s pieces are very active. 


9...Nd7 
Black is not in a hurry to correct his opponent’s pawn-structure. 


“Vy 


eee 


G tL Le 77 
miMom es 


“eo 


4, 


Y, 
GY 


Y 


aS SDE Sa at Oe 


a 
10.Qe2 


10.dxc5 Qce7 11.Qd5 Ne5 12.Nxe5 Bxe5. One of the tripled white pawns on 
the c-file is extra, but it does not beautify his position at all. 13.Qf3 (13.h3 
Bd7?) 13...Bxh2+ 14.Kh1 Be5? Feist — Kunin, Germany 2005. After Black 
restores the material balance, it would become clear that White would have 
no compensation for his tripled pawns. 


10.Rel Qa5 11.Bb2. Now, in order to defend his pawn on c3, White must 
remove his bishop from its active position and it will be soon under an attack 
after Nb6-a4. 11...Nb6 12.Bfl Na4 13.Qcl Bg4!? 14.Ne5 Be6 15.h4 Rad8p 
Black exerts pressure against his opponent’s weak pawns and forces him to 
begin a difficult passive defence. 


10...Qa5 11.Bb2 Nb6 12.44, Islam — Samsonkin, Chennai 2004, defending 
against Na4. (12.Bb3, Leite — Teixeira, Lisbon 2008, 12...Na4!? 13.Bxa4 
Qxa43). 12...Nxc4!? 13.Qxc4 Bf5% Black’s bishop-pair is powerful force in 
this open position. In addition, he has a superior pawn-structure. 


B) 4.Nxd5 
This exchange cannot be approved, since it activates Black’s queen. 


4...Qxd5 
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About 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.Be2 (6.d4 Bg4 — see 5.d4; 6.d3 e5 — see 5.d3) 6...e5 
7.43 Bf5, or 7.0-0 Bf5!? 8.d3 0-0-0 — see 5.d3. 


5.Ne2 Nc6 6.Nc3 Qd6 7.Be2, J.Schmidt — Wecke, Leipzig 1999, 7...Bf5!?3, 
Black develops his bishop to an active position and prepares castling 
queenside. 


5.d3?! e5 6.Nf3 Nc6. Black has a freer game thanks to his pawn-superiority 
in the centre. 7.Be2 Bf5!? He prepares castling queenside after which his plan 
will be connected with the organisation of a pawn-offensive on the kingside. 
8.0-0 0-0-0 9.Be3 f6 10.a3 g5 11.b4 h53, followed by h5-h4, g5-g4, 
Rindlisbacher — Tomezak, Warsaw 2011. 


After 5.c4?!, White might fail later to play d2-d4. 5...Qe4+ 6.Qe2 Qg6! 


Black avoids the trade of the queens and shows that he wants more than 
simple equality. 7.Nf3 Bg4. He wishes to trade the important defender of the 
d4-square. 8.h3 Bxf3 9.Qxf3 Nc6? White fails to advance d2-d4 and cannot 
even equalise. 


5.Qf3. White forgets about any ambitious intentions and wishes to enter an 
equal endgame by exchanging queens. 5...Be6!? 6.Qxd5 Bxd5 7.Ne2 Nc6 
8.Nf4 Be4= Strache — Kubit, Pardubice 2006. 


5...Nc6 
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6.Nf3 


It seems here worse for White to choose 6.c3, because with this move he 
does not increase his control over the e5-square and Black can exploit this 
immediately. 6...e5 
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7.Nf3?! exd4 8.Nxd4 Nxd4 9.Qxd4 Qxd4 10.cxd4 Be6é. White will have 
difficulties to protect his d4-pawn in this endgame. 11.Bb5+ c6 12.Be2 0-0-0 
13.Be3 Bb4+ 14.Kf1, Bodis — Laszlo, Hungary 1998, 14...Ba5!?y, followed 
by Rd7, Rhd8, Bb6 and White will fail to keep his d4-pawn. 

After 7.Be3?! exd4 8.Bxd4 Nxd4 9.Qxd4 Qxd4 10.cxd4, there arises an 
endgame with an isolated pawn for White, which is unfavourable for him. 
10...Bb4+ 11.Kd1 Bf5 12.a3 Ba5 13.Bc4 0-0-Op Rindhiya — Mrudul, 
Gujarath 2016. White’s d4-pawn is doomed. 

7.dxe5 Qxd1+ 8.Kxd1 Bg4+. Black is not in a hurry to restore the material 
balance. 9.f3 (9.Kc2 Nxe53) 9...0-0-0+ 10.Kel, Stojkovski — Tredinnick, 
Canberra 1997, 10...Be6 11.f4 Bc5. Black has an overwhelming lead in 
development as compensation for the sacrificed pawn. 12.Nf3 f6! He wishes 
to open files for his rooks. 13.64 Bb6 14.Be2 Rhe8 15.Rfl Bg8p With his 
next move Black will restore the material balance preserving all the pluses of 
his position. 

After 6.Be3, Black has two attractive possibilities. 
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6...Bf5. He prepares castling queenside and is threatening a knight-sortie to 
the b4-square at an opportune moment. 7.Nf3 0-0-0 8.a3! White takes the b4- 
square under control and wishes to oust the enemy queen from the centre of 
the board with the move c2-c4. (8.c3 e5 9.Qb3 Qxb3 10.axb3 exd4 11.Nxd4 
Nxd4 12.Bxd4, Abdrakhmanova — Matveeva, Oktjabrsky 2004. There has 
arisen an endgame, but Black can seize completely the initiative with an 
energetic exchange-sacrifice 12...Rxd4! 13.cxd4 Bb4+ 14.Kd1 Rd8 15.Bc4 
Rxd4+. He has just a pawn for the exchange, but his bishops are very active 
and his rook penetrates to his opponent’s penultimate rank. 16.Ke2 Rd2+ 
17.Kf3 Bd7 18.Bxf7 Bc6+ 19.Ke3 Rxb2p) 8...e6 (It is also possible for Black 
to choose here 8...Be4 with the idea to compromise White’s pawn-structure. 
9.c4 Qa5+ 10.64 Bxf3. This is the point! White cannot capture with his 
queen, since he would lose his b4-pawn. 11.gxf3 Qf5 12.d5 e6. If Black’s 
knight retreats from the c6-square, White would seize completely the 
initiative. Therefore, Black must try to keep it there even with the help of 
some tactics. 13.Bd3 Qf6 14.dxc6 Rxd3 15.Qxd3 Qxal+ 16.Ke2 Qb2+ 
17.Kfl bxc6+ The tactical complications are over. Black’s extra pawn is 
hanging and his kingside pieces are not developed.) 9.Be2 Be7 10.0-0 g5!? 
By advancing his g-pawn, Black wishes to deflect his opponent’s pieces from 


the protection of the pawn on d4. 11.c4 Qd7 12.Nxg5 Bf6= Black will restore 
the material balance with his next move. 

6...e5. Black wishes to exploit his slight lead in development and to open 
immediately the game in the centre. 7.dxe5 (About 7.c3 exd4 — see 6.c3; 
7.Ne2?! Bf5f; following 7.Nf3, the position would be quickly simplified. 
7...exd4 8.Nxd4 Nxd4 9.Qxd4 Be6 10.Qa4+ c6 11.Rd1 Qe5= Gunbayar — 
Hurelbaatar, Ulaanbaatar 2010.) 7...Qxe5 8.c3 (White should better refrain 
from 8.Qe2?!, because on this square his queen would impede the 
development of the bishop on fl. 8...Be6 9.c3 0-0-0 10.Nf3 Qf5 11.Qb5 
Rd5p Dyuric — Rosandic, Bizovac 2006.) 8...Bc5 9.Nf3 Qe7 10.Qd2 (10.Qe2 
0-0 11.Bxc5 Qxc5 12.Qe3 Qd52 Drinovec — Konopka, St Veit 1995. White 
can hardly manage to complete his development without weakening 
additionally his position.) 10...0-0 11.Be2 Bxe3 12.Qxe3 Re8. After 
capturing on e3, Black’s edge would have been just symbolic. 13.Qxe7 Rxe7 
14.Rd1 Bg4. Now, White is forced to weaken his kingside pawn-structure in 
order to untie his pieces. 15.Rd2 Bxf3 16.gxf3 Rae8? Eisenbeiser — 
Harmatosi, Budapest 2003. 


6...Bg4 
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7.Be2 
About 7.Be3 0-0-0 8.Be2 e5 — see 7.Be2. 


7.c4. White wishes to oust immediately the enemy queen from the centre, 
but now he would be incapable of protecting his d4-pawn with the move c2- 
c3. 7...Qf5 8.Be2 (There arise rather unclear complications after 8.Bd3, 
Marcu — Milea, Calimanesti 2018, 8...Bxf3!? 9.gxf3 Qh5 10.d5 Nd4= 
White’s two-bishop advantage is compensated by the powerful placement of 
Black’s knight at the centre of the board. White must play very accurately. 
For example, the natural defence of the f3-pawn with the move 11.Be4?! 
would lead to difficulties for White after 11...e53, followed by Bb4.) 8...e5!? 
Black brings immediately his e-pawn in the fight for the centre. 9.0-0 (White 
should not allow the penetration of the enemy knight to the d4-outpost: 9.d5 
Bxf3 10.Bxf3 Nd4°) 9...e4 10.Nh4. White wishes to simplify the position. 
10...Bxe2 11.Nxf5 Bxd1 12.Rxd1 g6 13.Ng3 f5+ Now, thanks to his far- 
advanced e- and f-pawns, Black can even fight for obtaining an advantage. 


7.c3 e5 8.Be2 (8.dxe5?! This transfer to an endgame is not to be 
recommended to White. 8...Qxd1+ 9.Kxd1 0-0-0+ 10.Kel Nxe5 11.Be2 
Nxf3+ 12.gxf3 Be6 13.Be3 Be7p White’s kingside pawn-structure is 
obviously weakened and his king has lost its castling rights.) 8...exd4 
9.cxd4?! (White should better play here 9.0-0 0-0-0 — see 7.Be2.) 9...Bb4+ 
10.Bd2, Zhong — Li, USA 2003, 10...0-0-Op, White’s defence would be 
tremendously difficult in this position. 


7...0-0-0 
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8.c3 
White wishes to preserve his control over the d4-square. 


8.Be3 e5 9.h3 (About 9.c3 exd4 — see 8.3; 9.dxe5 Bxf3 10.Bxf3 Qa5+ 
11.Bd2 Qxe5p) 9...exd4 10.hxg4 dxe3 11.Qxd5 exf2+ 12.Kxf2 Rxd5p 
Sukhanov — Tuzhik, Novosibirsk 2009. 


Following 8.c4 Qe4 9.Be3 e5 10.d5, Black compromises at first his 
opponent’s kingside pawn-structure with the move 10...Bxf3 and then begins 
a fight for the dark squares. 11.gxf3, Jirman — Szirmai, Chrudim 1993, 
11...Qh4!? 12.0-0 £53, followed by f5-f4, or g7-g6, Bh6. 


8.0-0!? White sacrifices the d4-pawn and activates his pieces. 8...Nxd4 
9.Nxd4 Bxe2 10.Qxe2 Qxd4 11.Bg5! He develops his bishop to an active 
position and impedes the advance of Black’s e-pawn. 11...Qc5 12.Qg4+ 
Rd7+ Hebel — Bender, Germany 2013. It would not be easy for Black here to 
begin the realisation of his material advantage, because his kingside pieces 
are not developed yet. 


8...e5 9.0-0 


9.dxe5? Qe4 10.Bd2 Nxe5 11.Nxe5 Qxe5. Now, White must lose his 
castling rights in order to get rid of the pin of his bishop. 12.Kf1 Bf5y Mnich 
— Krajnak, Slovakia 2011. 

The move 9.Be3?! leads almost by force to an endgame in which White 
would be a pawn down. 9...exd4! 10.Bxd4. The pawn on g? is not protected, 
so White now, as well as on his next move, would be incapable of capturing 
on d4 with his knight. 10...Nxd4 11.Qxd4 Bxf3 12.Bxf3 Qxd4 13.cxd4 Bb4+ 
14.Ke2 Rxd4p Regec — Cibulka, Slovakia 1998. 


9.h3 Bh5 10.0-0 exd4 11.cxd4, Scholze — Harzer, Dresden 2006, 11...Bd6 


12.Be3 £53 


9...exd4 


10.cxd4 


10.Qa4 Be5p 
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Following 10.Nxd4 Bxe2 11.Qxe2 Nxd4 12.cxd4, Black does not need to 
be in a hurry to capture the pawn on d4, since it cramps White’s pieces, but 
can choose instead the move 12...g5!?, not only depriving the enemy bishop 
of the g5-square, but also preparing Bg7. 13.Be3 h6 14.Racl f5p, followed 
by Bg7, f5-f4, Rhe8. 


10...Bd6 11.Be3, Alburt — Vasiukov, Kharkov 1967, 11...f5!2?3 Black’s 
pieces have been very harmoniously deployed. 


C) 4.Bc4 Nb6!? 
He removes his knight from the attack with tempo. 


It is possible that the line: 4...Nxc3 5.Qf3 e6=, would be sufficient for 
Black to equalise, while after 4...Nb6, if White does not play precisely, Black 
might even fight for a win. 
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The move 5.Bb5+ is original, but not very strong. White wishes to provoke 


the move 5...c6, but Black should not worry too much that his knight would 
not be able to go to c6. 6.Be2 Bf5 7.Nf3 e6 8.0-0 Be7 9.d4 0-0 10.Bd3 Bxd3 
11.Qxd3 c5=, Black prepares the trade of his opponent’s only central pawn 
and equalises completely, Darini — Omidi, Bandar e Anzali 2018. 


5.Be2. White’s bishop would not be so active here as on the a2-g8 diagonal. 
5...g6 6.Nf3 Bg7 7.d4. White prevents e7-e5. (7.0-0 e5!?=) 7...Nc6 8.Be3 
Bgé. Black increases his pressure against the enemy centre. 9.h3 Bxf3. Black 
presents his opponent with the two-bishop advantage, but in this middle game 
the exchange of the flank b7-pawn for White’s central d4-pawn may turn out 
to be in favour of Black. 10.Bxf3 Nxd4 11.Bxb7 Rb8 12.Ba6 (12.Ne2?! 
Fernandez — Posazhennikov, England 2014, 12...c53 13.Ba6?! Na4yp) 12...0- 
0+ 


.s Y 
=m, . 


TS 


TE ewe ot 


Black’s strongest move in this position is considered to be C2) 5...Nc6. 
Still, at first we will analyse C1) 5...c5. 
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C1) 5...c5 6.d3 
This is a reliable move for White. 
After 6.Qh5, Black can try an interesting pawn-sacrifice. 6...c4!? (6...e6 


7.d32) 7.Bxc4 Nxc4 8.Qb5+ Nc6 9.Qxc4 e5 10.Nf3 Be7 
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11.d3 0-0. Black’s plans include the move f7-f5 and he must play Be6 to 
prepare it. 12.0-0 Be6 13.Qe4 f5 14.Qe2 Bf6. White has an extra pawn, but 
can hardly find an active plan for his actions. 15.Bf4, Krivolapov — 
Chetverik, Gyongyos 1994, he is trying to exploit the defencelessness of the 
enemy bishop on e6. 15...Qb6!? 16.Nxe5 (16.Bxe5?! Nxe5 17.Nxe5 Qxb2 
18.Ng4. White is trying to solve his problems with the help of tactics. 
18...Bf7 19.Nxf6+ gxf6 20.Qel Rac8 21.Ne2 Rfe8 22.Qd1 Bh5 23.Qcl Qxcl 
24.Nxcl Rxc23 Black’s rooks are very active and his bishop is more powerful 
than the enemy knight in actions on both sides of the board.) 16...Nd4 17.Qe3 
Nxc2. Black regains at first one and then the other pawn. 18.Qxb6 axb6 
19.Racl Nb4 20.d4 Nxa2 21.Nxa2 Rxa2= 

11.0-0 Be6 12.Qb5, Yandemirov — Chetverik, Budapest 1993 (12.Qe2 Bg4 
13.Qe4. White defends against Nd4. 13...f5 14.Qd5 Qc73; 14.Qe3 e4. Black 
ousts the enemy knight to the edge of the board. 15.Nel Bg5 16.Qc5 Qd4 
17.Qb5 0-0-03 The activity of his pieces is obviously worth more than just a 
pawn.) 12...0-0!? 13.Qxb7 Rc8 14.d3 Nd4= Black has good compensation for 
the two sacrificed pawns. 15.Nxe5 Rc7 16.Qa6 Rc5 17.Nc4 Nxc2 18.Be3. 
Now, White must play very energetically; otherwise, after the fall of the 
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pawn on d3, he will fail to preserve his knight on the c4-square. 18...Nxal 
19.Bxc5 Bxc5 20.Qc6 Qd4 21.Ne3 Qe5 22.Rxal Bxe3 23.fxe3 Qxe3+ 
24.Kh1 Qxd3? Black’s prospects seem preferable thanks to the safer position 


of his king. 
6...Nc6 
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7.Nf3 


7.a4 e6 8.a5 Nd5= Zagorskii — Antipin, Sochi 2018. 


7.Bf4. This development of the bishop does not seem convincing. 7...Bf5 
8.Nf3 e6 9.h3 Be7 10.0-0 0-0 11.Rel a6!?3, Black deprives his opponent of 
the tactical possibilities connected with the knight-sortie to the b5-square, 
Machalova — Gregorova, Bratislava 2001. 


7.Be3. White exerts pressure against the pawn on c5 and wishes to provoke 
e7-e6 before Black has played Bf5. Still, the placement of the bishop on e3 is 
not so stable. 7...e6 8.Nf3 Be7 9.0-0 Nd5, Wittenberg — Hackbusch, Germany 
1993, 10.Nxd5. White is forced to exchange; otherwise, after Nxe3, Black 


will obtain the two-bishop advantage. 10...exd5 11.c3 Bf5!?=, Black is 
eyeing the d3-square. 


7.Qf3 e6 8.Nge2 (8.Qg3 Nd4. Black plans to play Nf5, in order to protect 
his pawn on g7 and to be able later to develop his bishop on f8. 9.Nf3 Nf5 
10.Qh3 Be7+ Savage — Tymrakiewicz, Sunningdale 2007.) 8...Bd6!? Black 
deprives his opponent of the possibility Qg3. 9.Ne4 0-0 10.Bg5, Broer — Ten 
Kate, Netherlands 1941, 10...Qc7!? 11.Nxd6 Qxd6 12.Qg3 e5= White has 
obtained the two-bishop advantage, but Black has an excellent development 
and more space. 


7.Qh5. The idea of this move is to provoke e7-e6. 7...e6 
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8.Nge2 Be7 9.0-0 0-0 10.Ne4, Tarrasch — Gruenfeld, Karlsbad 1923, 
10...Nd5!?=, Black centralises his knight and solves the problem with the 
protection of his pawn on c5. With his next moves b7-b6, Bb7, he will 
manage to develop his light-squared bishop too and will obtain a quite 
acceptable position. 

8.Be3. White is trying to organise immediate pressure against the pawn on 
c5, but this cannot provide him with much, since after 8...26, Black ousts 


immediately the enemy queen from its active position and eliminate the threat 
against his pawn on c5. 9.Qd1 Nd4 10.Nf3, Nilsen — Haga, Blindern 2002, 
10...a5!?+, Black has the rather unpleasant threat a5-a4. 

8.Bg5. This seemingly active bishop-move, leads as a rule, only to 
simplifications. 8...Be7 9.Bxe7 (9.Nf3 0-0 10.0-0 Nd7=) 9...Qxe7 10.Nf3 
(10.Ne4 Nd7 11.Ba4 Nd4=, Black prevents the disruption of his queenside 
pawn-structure and obtains a very good position, Shaarbaf— Vahidi, Teheran 
2001.) 10...0-0 11.0-0 Nd7!? He prepares the transfer of his knight to f6, 
where it would be not only more active then on b6, but will also control the 
h7-square, so that White cannot organise an attack after Ng5. 12.Rfel Nf6 
13.Qh4 Rd8= Biriescu — Ghinda, Timisoara 1976. 

8.Nf3. This is White’s most dangerous move. He develops his knight to its 
most natural position and is threatening the dangerous knight-sortie Ng5 at an 
opportune moment. Now, Black must react with tremendous precision. 
8...Be7 
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After the immediate line: 9.Ng5 g6 10.Qh6 Bf8, Black can hold the defence 
convincingly. 11.Qh3 a5. He wishes to provoke the advance of White’s rook- 


pawn, so that after Nd4, he will have the threat to compromise his queenside 
pawn-structure. 12.a4 Be7 13.Qg3 Nd4+. Black’s prospects do not seem to be 


a 


worse thanks to the powerful placement of his knight at the centre of the 
board. 

9.h4, Bachtiar — Pitigala, Singapore 1979. White is not in a hurry to play 
Ng5, waiting for his opponent to castle kingside. 9...0-0 10.Ng5 h6 11.Nf3. 
White has lost two tempi on the manoeuvre with his knight and has provoked 
the pawn-advance h7-h6. Now, Black must consider the possible threat Bxh6. 
11...Nd5!? He sacrifices a pawn with the idea to deflect his opponent of the 
attack. 12.Nxd5 exd5 13.Qxd5 Bd6 14.Qh5 Qe7+. This is a rather unpleasant 
check for White. Now, after 15.Be3 Nd4, White will be incapable of 
exchanging the enemy knight, because he would lose a piece due to the pin. 
16.c3 Nxb3 17.axb3 Bd7 18.0-0 Be8. Black is threatening f7—f5. 19.Qg4 Bd7 
20.Qh5 Be8 21.Qd5 Bc6= Black’s two powerful bishops compensate fully 
his minimal material deficit. White should not avoid the repetition of moves, 
because after 22.Qc4?! b5 23.Qg4 f5 24.Qh3 f4 25.Bd2 Bd7 26.Qh2 Qf6%, his 
queen would be horribly misplaced on the h2-square. 


7...e6 


7...Bf5 8.Nh4? 


fF4, 


Yommyery 
4, A—FZ 
ies 8 


OD 
YY Me, ny Z Ma 
Ma BINT /, Y 
ABR AAR 


ee a 


ae 
NS 
“. 
SS 
WS 
“we “ 
\N 


8.0-0 


About 8.Be3 Be7 — see 7.Be3. 

8.Bf4 Be7 9.NbS. The threat of the penetration of the knight to the c7- 
square is not dangerous for Black and would only lead to the repetition of the 
position. (9.0-0 0-0 — see 8.0-0) 9...0-0 10.Nc7 Rb8 11.Nb5 Ra8= 


The move 8.Bg5 only simplifies Black’s task, since the exchanges of pieces 
favour the defending side. 8...Be7 9.Bxe7 Qxe7 10.0-0 0-0 11.Rel Rd8. 
Black is threatening c5-c4. 12.Qc1, Arapovic — Levacic, Pula 2001 
(Following 12.Qe2, the simplest for Black would be to transfer his bishop to 
e8 in order to coordinate successfully his pieces. 12...Bd7= Nikitin — 
Vasiukov, Suzdal 2011.) 12...Nd7!? Black prepares the transfer of his knight 
to the f6-square. 13.Qf4 Nf6 14.Rad1 b6. Now, Black only needs to to deploy 
his bishop on b7 in order to equalise completely. 15.d4 cxd4 16.Nxd4 Nxd4 
17.Rxd4 Bb7= 


8...Be7 
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9.Rel 


About 9.Be3 Nd5 — see 7.Be3. 


9.a4. This advance of White’s rook-pawn is hardly reasonable, since 
Black’s knight would have been removed from b6 soon anyway. 9...0-0 
10.Be3 Nd5 11.Nxd5 exd5+ Taulbut — Schubert, Groningen 1978. Now, 
Black’s bishop on c8 can be developed to f5, or g4. 


9.Bf4 0-0 10.a4 (10.Rel Na5 — see 9.Rel; 10.Qd2 Na5~+) 10...Nd5 11.Nxd5 
exd5= Almeida Junior — Matsuura, Curitiba 2018. After the removal of the 
pawn from the e6-square, Black will solve his main problem — the activation 
of his bishop on c8. 


9.Ne4 Nd5 10.d4. White leads in development and hopes that the opening 
of the game in the centre would be in his favour. 10...cxd4 11.Nxd4 Nxd4 
12.Qxd4 0-0 13.Rd1 b5!?. This is a concrete way of equalising for Black. He 
prevents the enemy pawn-advance c2-c4 and is not afraid to sacrifice a pawn, 
since he would obtain the two-bishop advantage for it. 14.Bxd5 exd5 15.Nc3 
Bf6 16.Qxd5 Bg4. Black’s bishops are tremendously powerful in this open 
position. 17.Rd3 Bxc3. He parts with his two-bishop advantage, but 
compromises considerably White’s queenside pawn-structure. 18.bxc3 Qxd5 
19.Rxd5 Rfd8 20.Rxd8+ Rxd8 21.Be3 a6= White is unlikely to manage to 
realise his doubled extra pawn in this position with rooks and bishops of 
opposite colours. 


9...0-0 
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10.Bf4 


If White does not play aggressively, for example: 10.a3, then Black will 
prepare the development of his bishop on b7 and may seize the initiative. 
10...Nd5 11.Ne4 b6 12.c3 Bb7? 


10.Be3 Nd5 11.Bd2, Geisdorf — Falk, Moerlenbach 1979, 11...Nxc3!? 
12.Bxc3 Nd4= 


10.Ne4 Nd5 11.d4. The opening of the game in the centre would lead only 
to simplifications (11.a3 b6 — see 10.a3) 11...Nxd4 12.Nxd4 cxd4 13.Qxd4 
b6=, followed by Bb7. 


10...Na5!? 11.Qe2 Nxb3 12.axb3 Nd5 13.Nxd5 Qxd5= Ochoa de 


Echaguen — Hernando Pertierra, Alicante 1978. Black’s prospects do not 
seem worse in the forthcoming battle thanks to his two-bishop advantage. 


C2) 5...Nc6!? 


Black’s knight not only controls the central d4-square, but can also go to 
a5, in order to trade White’s powerful bishop on b3. 
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We will deal in details now with: C2a) 6.Qf3 and C2b) 6.Nf3. 


6.a4. This advance of the rook-pawn does not contribute to White’s piece- 
development. 6...Nd4 7.Ba2 c5!? Black fortifies his knight at the middle of 
the board. 8.d3 e6 9.Nf3 Be7 10.0-0 0-O= Wawrinsky — Schulze, Bad 
Woerishofen 2006. 


The move 6.Qh5 only helps Black to fianchetto his bishop on f8. 6...¢6 
7.Qf3 Bf5. Without a black pawn on g6, this move would have been 
impossible. 8.Nge2 (8.¢4? Nd4 9.Qxb7 Bxc2p) 8...Bg7 9.d3 0-0= Ribeiro — 
Lima, Portugal 1992. Black’s pieces have been actively and harmoniously 
deployed. 


6.d3 Bf5 7.Qf3. This threat is easily parried by Black (7.Nge2 e6 — see 
6.Nge2; 7.Nf3 — see 6.Nf3) 7...Qd7 8.Nge2, Uricar — Bohm, Czech Republic 
2004, 8...e5!? Black impedes his opponent’s pawn-advance d3-d4. 9.Be3 0-0- 
0+ If White fails to advance d3-d4 in the next few moves, he would need to 


defend in the middle game due to his less space. 


6.Nge2. White’s knight is more passive on this square than on f3. 6...Bf5 
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7.0-0 e6 8.d4 (About 8.d3 Be7, or 8.Ng3 Bg6 9.d3 Be7 — see 7.d3.) 8...Be7 
9.d5!? White should better comply with the fact that he has no advantage 
after the opening and accomplish an immediate pawn-break in the centre. 
(Following 9.Na4 0-0 10.Nxb6 axb6 11.c3, Derevianchenko — O.Bortnyk, 
Nikolaev 2009, 11...b53, Black seizes the initiative. White can hardly 
neutralise his opponent’s threats, connected with Na5-c4 and b5-b4.) 9...exd5 
10.Nxd5 Nxd5 11.Bxd5 0-0= Black is not afraid of the exchange on c6, 
because his two-bishops in an open position would compensate fully the 
vulnerability of his queenside pawn-structure. 

7.43. White continues to play rather passive moves. 7...e6 8.0-0 (Following 
8.Ng3 Bg6 9.h4 h5, White cannot castle kingside in view of the vulnerability 
of his h4-pawn. Black can castle queenside if he so wishes. 10.Bg5 Qd7 
11.Qd2, Liu — M.Bortnyk, Maribor 2012. Now, White will have to prepare 
castling queenside. 11...f6 12.Be3 e53 Black’s prospects seem already 
preferable thanks to his space advantage.) 8...Be7 9.Ng3 Bg6 10.Be3 (The 
move 10.f4?! would only weaken the shelter of White’s king, because after 


10...Nd4, he would hardly manage to advance f4-f5. 11.Be3, Horvath — 
Kertesz, Hungary 2016, 11...h5!? Black’s rook-pawn joins in the attack with 
a great effect. 12.Qel h4 13.Nge4 Qd7p, followed by 0-0-0, h4-h3. White 
must be very careful about the safety of his king in the middle game; 
otherwise, Black’s attack might become decisive.) 10...Nd4 11.Nce2, 
Junghaenel — Schipper, ICCF 1990. Black’s knight is very powerful at the 
centre of the board and White’s desire to oust it from there is easily 
understandable. 11...Nxb3!? 12.axb3 Nd5. Black prevents Nf4. 13.Bd2 0-03 
Black’s powerful bishop-pair provides him with long-lasting initiative. 


C2a) 6.Qf3 
White prevents the development of the enemy bishop to f5, or g4. 
6...c6 


] "4 
aa i 


ane 


—— 


7.Nge2 


It would be too passive for White to choose here 7.d3?! a5 8.a3 Nd4? Black 
not only obtains the two-bishop advantage, but also compromises his 
opponent’s pawn-structure on the queenside. 


7.Qg3. White exerts pressure against the pawn on g7 and wishes thus to 
impede the development of Black’s kingside. 7...Nd4. This knight is headed 
for the f5-square in order to protect the pawn on g7 and to free from that task 
his bishop on f8. 8.Nf3 (8.Nge2?! Nf5 9.Qg4 Bd7. Black prepares the transfer 
of his bishop to c6, from where it would exert powerful pressure against 
White’s kingside. 10.d4, Schuster — Schnelzer, Wuerzburg 1989, 10...Bc6!? 
11.0-0 h5 12.Qh3 Nxd4°) 8...Nf5 9.Qe5, Parmenzini — Soppe, Cordoba 2004, 
9...Be7!?=, followed by 0-0, Bf6. 


7...Be7 
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8.d3 


About 8.a3 0-0 9.d3 (9.0-0 a5 — see 8.0-0) 9...Na5 — see 8.d3. 


8.d4. This pawn-sacrifice does not promise anything to White. 8...Nxd4 
9.Nxd4 Qxd4 10.Bf4, Fernandes — Shabalov, New York 1993. Black lags in 
development, so he does not need to hold on to his extra material, but should 
think at first about the quickest possible mobilisation of his forces. 10...Bd7!? 


11.Bxc7 Bc6f Black controls the events on the board thanks to his powerful 
bishop on c6. 


After 8.a4, it seems good for Black to choose here 8...Na5, preventing the 
further advance of the enemy rook-pawn. 9.Ba2 c5. He takes the d4-square 
under control. 10.0-0 0-0 11.d3. Black’s knight has nothing to do at the edge 
of the board, so it comes back. 11...Nc6= Lamorelle — Santo Roman, France 
1994. 


8.0-0. This is a quiet move with which White does not determine yet his 
future plans. 8...0-0. 
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About 9.d3 Na5 — see 8.d3. 

9.a3. White cannot create any problems for his opponent with this passive 
move. 9...a5 10.d3 a4. Black occupies space on the queenside and is also 
ready to bring his rook into the actions along the fifth rank at an opportune 
moment. 11.Ba2, Costagliola — Forster, London 1997, 11...Ne5!? Black 
transfer his knight to the kingside. 12.Qh5 Ng6 13.Rd1 Nd7!? 14.d4 Nf6 
15.Qf3 c6+, he is defending against the pawn-break d4-d5 and is preparing 
the development of his queen to the b6-square. 


There arise lively developments after 9.44 Nxd4 10.Nxd4 Qxd4 11.Bf4, 
Castro Rojas — Shabalov, Manila 1992. White has obtained some initiative 
for the sacrificed pawn. 11...Qf6!? Black would be incapable of keeping his 
queen in the centre for long, so he transfers it immediately to the kingside, 
where it would help in the defence of his king. 12.Ne4 Qg6 13.Bxc7. White 
has restored the material balance, but after 13...Bd7, Black will complete 
quickly the development of his queenside pieces. 14.Bd6 Bxd6 15.Nxd6 Bc6 
16.Qg3 a5 17.Qxg6 hxg6 18.Nc4 Nxc4 19.Bxc4 b5. Black has some initiative 
in this endgame. 20.Be2 Rab8 21.a3 Rfc8 22.Rfd1 Bd5 23.c3 g5= The 
position is still within equality, but it is obviously preferable to play it with 
Black. 

9.Rd1 e5 10.Nd5 (10.d3 Qd7=, followed by Qg4) 10...Nxd5 11.Bxd5, 
Baltag — Kernazhitsky, Kiev 2012, 11...Bg4!? This is an interesting pawn- 
sacrifice for the initiative. If White accepts it with 12.Bxf7+ Rxf7 13.Qxg4 
Bc5©, his defence would be rather difficult. 14.Rf1?! After this routine move 
White will be doomed to a long and passive defence. 14...Qf63, followed by 
Raf8, increasing the pressure against the f2-square. 


8...0-0 
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9.0-0 
About 9.Bf4 Na5 10.0-0 Bd7 — see 9.0-0. 


White’s attempt to bring into the attack his rook-pawn 9.h4 seems a bit 
premature. 9...Bd7 10.Qg3, Cheng — Chartrand, Kingston 2009, 10...Bd6!? 
Black wishes to exchange pieces. 11.Bf4 Bxf4 12.Qxf4 Na5. He continues 
with his strategy. 13.Qe5 Nxb3 14.axb3 Nc8. Black’s knight was very 
passive on b6, so he would like to transfer it to d6. 15.¢4 f6. Now, it becomes 
clear why the manoeuvre Na5xb3 is so important for Black. With a white 
bishop on b3, Black’s last move would have lost the e6-pawn for him. 
16.Qe3 a5 17.Rgl Nd6+ White will have a problem to find a safe place for 
his king in this middle game. For example, if he castles queenside, Black will 
begin an immediate attack with a5-a4. 


9.a3!? White prevents the exchange of his powerful bishop by the enemy 
knight. Still, Black plays 9...Na5, in order to free the way forward of his c- 
pawn. 10.Ba2 c5 11.Bf4 (After 11.Ne4, Wang — Bu, Beijing 2012, Black 
develops effortlessly his pieces to comfortable positions. 11...Nd5!? 12.h4 
Nc6 13.Bg5 b6 14.0-0-0 Bb7= Black has solved the problem with his bishop 
on c8, so his prospects for the future are quite bright.) 11...Nc6 12.h4 e5. 
Black opens the diagonal of his bishop on c8, but exposes the f7-square. 
13.Bg5, Stadler — Nemeth, Gongyos 2002, 13...Nd4!? 14.Nxd4 cxd4 15.Ne4 
Be6é. Now, in order to neutralise the enemy pressure against the f7-square, 
Black weakens his pawn-structure. 16.Bxe6 fxe6 17.Qh5 Rc8 18.Rcl Nd5 
19.0-0 Rf5+ The powerful position of Black’s knight at the centre of the 
board and the dominance of his rooks on the semi-open c and f-files 
compensate fully the slight weakness of his e-pawns. 


9.Be3 Na5 
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About 10.0-0 Bd7 — see 9.0-0. 

10.h4. This move only weakens White’s position and impedes his castling 
kingside. 10...Nxb3 11.axb3 Nd5 12.0-0-0 a5 Milenkovic — Marinkovic, 
Smederevska Palanka 2016. He will hardly manage to prevent the opening of 
files around his king after a5-a4. 

10.d4 Nbc4. Black’s knight will exert powerful pressure against the enemy 
queenside from this square. 11.Bcl, Kernazhitsky — Varga, Zalakaros 1996, 
11...Rb8!?. Black wishes to play b7-b5, not only to fortify his knight on c4, 
but also to develop his bishop on b7. 12.0-0 b53 White is practically incapable 
of neutralising his opponent’s pressure without making positional 
concessions. 

10.Qg3 Bh4. Black deprives his opponent of the attacking chances, 
connected with Bh6. 11.Qe5 Nxb3 12.axb3 Nd5 13.Nxd5 exd5= Mansson — 
Kimari, Ronneby 1998. Black’s prospects are not worse thanks to his two 
powerful bishops. 


9...Na5 
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10.Bf4 

Even after White’s alternatives, Black’s prospects are not worse, because 
White’s bishop on b3 cannot avoid being exchanged, so Black will have the 
two-bishop advantage at the end. 


About 10.Be3 Bd7 11.Rfel c5 — see 10.Rel. 


10.Ng3 Nxb3 11.axb3 Nd5= Vidal — Reides, Buenos Aires 1998. 

10.Rel Bd7. Black is not in a hurry to exchange on b3, because he needs 
his knight on a5 to protect the pawn on b7. 11.Be3 c5 12.Rad1 Bc6 13.Qh5 
Nxb3 14.axb3 Nd5 15.Nxd5 Qxd5 16.Qxd5, Schoenberger — Guenther, 
Muenster 1995, 16...Bxd5!?+ White has a solid position in this endgame, but 
must play carefully, since Black’s two-bishop advantage may tell in the long 
run... 


10...Bd7 


a ay 


PTT 


GY 
Y 


“yyy 7, 
A q 


se Y, 
Oc. G86 
SRA DRAB 
7 72s 


cae Tot 


= 


11.Rfel 


11.d4, G.Garcia — Nogueiras Santiago, Cienfuegos 1996, 11...Bc6 12.Qg3 
Bh4= Black has a good position, because White cannot play 13.Bxc7?!, in 
view of 13...Bxg3 14.Bxd8, Becher — Blosze, corr. 1998, 14...Bxf2+!? 
15.Rxf2 Rfxd8? Black’s pieces have been more harmoniously deployed. 


11...c5 12.Rad1 Rc8 13.Ng3 Bc6 14.Q¢4 Nxb3 15.axb3 Re8+ Black plays 
this move to be able to follow it with Bf8. 16.d4. White’s pieces are well 
prepared for the opening of the game in the centre, but on the other hand 
Black has the two-bishop advantage. 16...cxd4 17.Be5 g6 18.Bxd4 Nd7. 
Black does not allow his opponent to obtain any advantages out of the 
juxtaposition of the rook and the queen on the d-file. 19.Qh3 b5!? 20.Bxa7 
b4. Black ousts the enemy knight from its active position. 21.Na4 Qc7 
22.Be3 Red8 23.Rd2 h5 24.Nf1 e53 Danzanvilliers — Schmidt, ICCF 2016. 
His initiative compensates with an interest his minimal material deficit. 


C2b) 6.Nf3 BES 


‘ET wea 

4 YZ ZG 

6 

5 

‘lL A A» 
2 707 
21 RACK RA REG 
1 


Ke BOYS 7 
7.0-0 


7.Nh4 Bg6 8.Nxg6 (8.d3 e6 9.Nxg6 hxg6 10.Ne4, Rozentalis — Kengis, 
Suwalki 1999, 10...Be7=) 8...hxg6= White’s two-bishop advantage is not a 
great achievement for him in this position. In addition, if he plays too 
actively, he might end up in an inferior position. For example: 9.Qf3?!, White 
brings his queen into the actions rather early. 9...e6 10.d3 a5 11.a4 Bb4 
12.Be3 Nd5. Black is threatening to compromise his opponent’s pawn- 
structure and forces him to part with the bishop-pair. 13.Bxd5, Simacek — 
Neverov, Prerov 2001, 13...Qxd5!? 14.Qxd5 exd53 Black’s game is a bit 
freer. 


After 7.24, Black should better prevent the further advance of this pawn. 
7...Na5 8.Ba2 e6 9.0-0 Be7 10.Rel (10.d4 c5=) 10...0-0 11.Ne4 c5. Black 
brings his c-pawn into the fight for the central squares. 12.Ng3 Bg6 13.d3 
Nc63 Epishin — Horvath, Leningrad 1989. Black has a bit of extra space and 
this provides him with a slight and stable advantage. 


7.d3. This is a rather modest move for White. 7...c6 
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About 8.0-0 Be7 — see 7.0-0. 

8.h3 Be7 9.Be3 a5. Black wishes to seize additional space on the queenside 
by advancing his rook-pawn. 10.a3 a4 11.Ba2 Nd5 12.Bd2 Bf6= Rozentalis — 
Baburin, Groningen 1995. The position is still within equality, but it is Black 
who is fighting for thee advantage. 

8.Be3. This is not the best square for White’s bishop in this variation, 
because it will soon come under an attack after Nd5. 8...Be7 9.Qe2 0-0 10.h3 
Nd5= Buckel — Krueger, Germany 1993. 

8.Bf4 Bd6!? Black prevents the attack of his c7-pawn after the move NbS. 
9.Qd2 Bg4 10.Bxd6, Hoiberg — Jensen, Aarhus 1992, 10...cxd6!? Black’s 
pawn comes closer to the centre. 11.Qf4 Bxf3 12.Qxf3 0-0 13.0-0 d5=+ 
Black’s pieces have been more harmoniously deployed and are more active. 
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About 8.0-0 Be7 — see 7.0-0. 

8.Be3 Be7 9.h3 Na5 10.Qe2, Gluzman — Leko, Sydney 1992, 10...0-0!?+ 

Following 8.a4, Fries Nielsen — Sandstrom, Stockholm 2002, 8...Bb4!?=, 
White will be incapable of ousting the enemy bishop with the move a2-a3. 

8.Qe2 Nxd4!? Black accepts the sacrifice of the central pawn, since White 
has nothing concrete in sight. 9.Nxd4 Qxd4 10.Be3 Qd7 11.Rd1 Bd6= 
Rasmussen — Brameld, Copenhagen 1999. White must still prove that his 
initiative compensates the sacrificed pawn. 

8.Bf4 Bd6 9.Qd2. White prepares castling queenside, but all this seems 
very risky for him. 9...0-0 10.Bg3 Bg4 11.0-0-0 Na5+, Black prepares the 
penetration of his knight to the c4-square, Lein — Alburt, New York 1980. He 
is not in a hurry to exchange on f3, because this would open the g-file for 
White and he may organise an attack on it. 

8.h3 Be7 9.Bf4, Szell — Feistenauer, Dornbirn 1988 (9.0-0 Na5 — see 7.0-0) 
9...Bd6!? This is a good move even with a loss of a tempo. 10.Bxd6 Qxd6 
11.Qd2 0-0-0 12.0-0-0 Rhe8 13.Rhel h6=, Black prepares a square for his 
bishop to retreat to against the possibility Nh4. 


7...e6 
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8.d4 
About 8.a3 Be7 9.d4 0-0 — see 8.d4. 


8.h3 Be7 9.d3 (9.d4 NaS — see 8.d4) 9...Na5 — see 8.d3. 


8.a4, Lupu — Hauchard, Torcy 1991, 8...Na5!? 9.Ba2 c5= 


It is too passive for White to play here 8.Qe2, Yandemirov — Kolasinsk1, 
Cheliabinsk 1991. Black can reply with a rather unpleasant plan, connected 
with the immediate advance of his kingside pawns: 8...g5!? 9.Rel g¢4 10.Qb5 
gxf3 11.Qxf5 Nd4 12.Qh5 Qf6? His chances seem preferable thanks to the 
powerful placement of his knight at the centre of the board and the attacking 


prospects against White’s king. 


8.Rel Be7 9.Ne4, Balashov — Leutwyler, Lenk 1991 (9.d3 0-0 — see 8.d3; 
9.d4 NaS — see 8.d4). White has postponed the pawn-advance d2-d4, but in 
vain, because after the energetic move 9...g5!?, Black seizes firmly the 


initiative. 10.Ng3 Bg6 11.d3 h53 


8.d3 Be7 
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9.Ne4 Na5!?= 

9.Rel 0-0 10.Bf4 Na5 11.h3 c5 12.Qe2, Drobny — Netusil, Czech Republic 
2006, 12...Rc8!?+ This is a flexible move for Black with which he preserves 
the possibility to obtain the two-bishop advantage after Nxb3, or can refrain 
from this plan in favour of the move Nc6-d4. 

9.Bd2 0-0 10.Ne4 Bg4. Black is threatening to penetrate with his knight to 
the d4-outpost. 11.h3, Winants — Stull, Lyon 1990, 11...Bxf3!? 12.Qxf3 Nd4 
13.Qd1 a5f White cannot preserve the elasticity of his queenside pawn- 
structure. 

9.Nd2. The transfer of White’s knight from f3 to e4 seems a bit artificial. 
9...0-0 10.Nde4, Bryant — Benjamin, Chicago 2006, 10...a5!? 11.a3 Nd4 
12.Ba2 c53 Black’s prospects are preferable thanks to the powerful placement 
of his knight at the centre of the board. 

9.h3. White prevents Bg4. 9...Na5 10.Rel 0-0 11.Bf4, Estrin — Hazai, 
Agard 1976, 11...c5!?= 

9.Be3 0-0 10.Qd2 Na5. Black is trying to obtain the two-bishop advantage. 
11.Rael, Arnold — Kedem, ICC 2009, 11...Nxb3!? 12.axb3 Nd5 13.Nxd5 
Qxd53 


9.Bf4 g5!? This move is energetic and strong. Black begins an immediate 
pawn-offensive. He plans to evacuate later his king to the queenside. 10.Be3, 
Moeller — Kiel, Mecklenburg 1992, 10...g4 11.Nd2 h5f, followed by h5-h4. 


8...Be7 
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9.a4 Na5 10.Ba2 c5= 


It is just bad for White to play here 9.Na4 0-0 10.Nxb6 axb6. He has lost 
two tempi to activate Black’s rook. 11.c3, Bensdorp — Sprangers, Hengelo 


2001, 11...b5!23 


It is too passive for White to opt for 9.Ne2 Bg4 10.Qd3, Chaplin — Smyrek, 
France 2004, 10...Nb4!? This is the simplest for Black, because after 11.Qe4 
Bf5 12.Qxb7 Rb8 13.Qxa7 Ra8=, White cannot avoid the repetition of the 


position. 


9.Qe2 0-0. Black refrains from capturing the d4-pawn, because he would 


fall horribly in development after that. 10.Rd1 NaS 11.Ne4 (11.h3, Antonio — 
Nolte, Dapitan 2009, 11...Nxb3!? 12.axb3 h6=) 11...Nxb3 12.axb3 h6. Black 
prepares a square for the retreat of his bishop after Ng3 and NeS5. 13.Ng3 Bh7 
14.Ne5 Nd5 15.c4 Nf6= Scuderi — Nicholls, ICCF 2010. Black’s prospects 
are not worse thanks to his two-bishop advantage. 


9.a3. White saves his bishop from an exchange, but this rook-move does 
not contribute to the development of his pieces. 9...0-0 10.h3. White 
continues to play rather patiently. This enables Black to seize the initiative 
after 10...Bf6. He wishes to provoke the enemy bishop to occupy the e3- 
square with the idea to attack it later there with the help of the move Nc4. 
11.Be3 NaS 12.Ba2 Nac4f Woodhouse — Bendig, ICCF 2016. 


9.h3 Na5 10.Qe2 0-0 11.Bf4 c6!? This is useful prophylactic against Nb5 
and d4-d5. 12.Rfel Bf6 13.Rad1 Nxb3 14.axb3 Nd5= Amrein — Varga, 
Harkany 1995. Black has two-bishops and a solid position. 


9.d5. White provokes an immediate crisis in the centre. He does not obtain 
an advantage with that, but does not end up worse either. 9...exd5 10.Nxd5 
Nxd5 11.Bxd5 (11.Qxd5 Qxd5 12.Bxd5 0-0 13.Rel Bd6=) 11...0-0 12.Bxc6. 
This is the only way for White to continue the fight for the opening 
advantage. He weakens Black’s pawn-structure on the queenside, but parts 
with his powerful bishop. (Following 12.c3 Na5 13.a3, Taimanov — 
Tseshkovsky, Moscow 1976, 13...Qd6=, Black preserves the elasticity of his 
pawn-structure.) 12...bxc6 13.Nd4 Bd7 14.Qf3 Bd6 15.Bf4, Ciotoli — 
Verrascina, Italy 1998, 15...c5!? 16.Bxd6 cxd6. Black protects easily his 
weak d6-pawn. 17.Ne2 Rc8. He is preparing Bc6é. 18.Rad1 Re8 19.c4 Bc6 
20.Qd3 d5. Black exploits the defencelessness of the enemy knight on e2 and 
simplifies the position even more. 21.cxd5 Qxd5 22.Qxd5 Bxd5 23.Rxd5 
Rxe2= 


9.Be3 0-0 10.Qe2 (10.Ne5 Nxe5 11.dxe5 c53 Linder — De Vita, Verona 
1997) 10...Na5 11.Rad1 (11.Rfd1, Karabalis — Majer, Bruchkoebel 1993, 


11...Nd5!? It is essential for Black to block the enemy d-pawn in order to 
prevent a pawn-break in the centre. 12.Nxd5 exd5 13.c3 Nxb3 14.axb3 Bd6 
15.Rel c6° Black’s two powerful bishops provide him with a stable 
advantage.) 11...Nxb3 12.axb3 Nd5 13.Ne5, Janev — Angelov, Veliko 
Tarnovo 2013 (13.Nxd5 exd53) 13...h63 Now, after g2-¢4, Black will be able 
to retreat his bishop to the h7-square. 


9.Rel Na5 10.Ne4 (It is bad for White to choose here 10.d5?!, because after 
10...Nxb3 11.axb3 Nxd5 12.Nxd5 Qxd5 13.Qxd5 exd5, Black parries his 
opponent’s tactical threats on the e-file and ends up with extra material. 
14.Nd4 Be4 15.c4 Bb4. This is the point! Black removes his bishop with 
tempo away from the dangerous file. 16.Re2 0-0 Ivanov — Alburt, 
Ashkhabad 1978) 10...Nxb3 11.axb3 0-0= Thieme — Jung, Binz 2015. 
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9...0-0 


In this position Black has a more aggressive plan, connected with the pawn- 
advance 9...g5!? 
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10.Be3 (White should probably prefer here 10.Be5, although even then 
after 10...Nxe5 11.Nxe5 Nd7, Black will have nothing to complain about.) 
10...g4 11.Ne5. White is already forced here to fight for equality by 
exchanging pieces. Still, even in the endgame arising after 11...Nxe5 12.dxe5 
Qxd1 13.Rfxd1, Manarin — Aupi Royo, ICCF 2009, 13...a6!?, his defence 
would not be easy at all, since Black’s pieces are obviously more active. 


10.Rel 


10.h3 NaS 11.Ne2 Nxb3 12.axb3, Pridorozhni — Ram, Khanty-Mansiysk 
2013, 12...Nd5!? Black places immediately his knight at the centre of the 
board, in order to be able after c2-c4, to reply with Nb4. 13.Bh2 h6+ 


White has a slight initiative after 10.d5 exdS 11.Nxd5 Nxd5 12.Qxd5 Qxd5 
13.Bxd5, but Black should gradually manage to neutralise it. 13...Nb4 
14.Bxb7 Rab8 15.Nd4, Masternak — Zolnierowicz, Wisla 1992, 15...Bd3!? 
With the help of this intermediate move Black weakens his opponent’s pawn- 
structure provoking the enemy pawn to occupy the d3-square. 16.cxd3 Rxb7. 
Black will restore the material balance in the next few moves after which 


there will arise complete equality on the board. 17.Rfd1 Rd8 18.Be3 Bf6 
19.Nb3 Nxd3= 


10...Na5 
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11.Qe2 


Following 11.Ne4 Nxb3 12.axb3 Nd5=, White must play very carefully. 
For example, after the careless move 13.Bg3?!, Salamanca — Mosquera, 
Duitama 1999, his position would be worse after 13...Bxe4 14.Rxe4 f5 
15.Rxe6 f4 16.c4 fxg3 17.cxd5 gxf2+ 18.Kxf2 Bf63 


11...c6. Black increases his control over the d5-square. 12.Rad1 (12.Ne4 
Nd5= Alekseev — Baburin, Gyor 1990) 12...Nxb3 13.axb3 Nd5 14.Nxd5 
cxd5= Rohler — Witke, Graz 1987. Black has excellent prospects for the 
future thanks to his two-bishop advantage. 


Part 2 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 
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In the second part of our book we will analyse the variations for White in 
which he plays 2.e5, but on his move 3, refrains from the most logical plan, 
connected with the occupation of the centre with his pawn — 3.d4. 

In Chapter 6, we will analyse some seldom played tries for White on move 
3, as well as the Rozentalis variation, connected with the fianchetto of 
White’s light-squared bishop. All these variations are not dangerous for 
Black, but he still needs to react precisely in order to equalise. 

Chapter 7 is devoted to 3.Nc3, with which White is trying to reach a lively 
piece-play, while Black relies on his more elastic pawn-structure. 

In Chapter 8, we deal with the rather unpleasant system, in which White 
chases the enemy knight with his pawns — 3.c4 Nb6 4.c5 Nd5. Black needs 
thorough knowledge of the opening theory against this line; otherwise, he 
might end up quickly in a cramped and often in a clearly inferior position. 
Therefore, plenty of time should be needed for the studying of this chapter. 
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Chapter 6 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 The Rozentalis 
Variation 
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3.3 

This seemingly patient move is often played by the grandmaster from 
Lithuania Eduardas Rozentalis. The fianchetto of the bishop is a part of 
White’s plan (He will do that with tempo...!), as well as the quickest possible 
development of his kingside pieces. He hopes that in the middle game his 
bishop on g2 will exert powerful pressure against the enemy queenside. Still, 
obtaining an advantage in the opening in such a simple way cannot be done 
in the 21st century! Black has found reliable ways of equalising a long time 
ago... 


3.63. The flank development of White’s dark-squared bishop seems worse 
than the same idea with the other bishop. 3...d6. Black wishes to get rid 
immediately of the enemy pawn on e5, which cramps his position. 
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After 4.Bb2?!, White will have to lose too much time on moves with his 
bishop. 4...dxe5 5.Bxe5, Stromboli — Galasso, Bisaccia 2009, 5...Nc6 6.Bb5 
Bd7 7.Bb2 e5p Black has not only managed to develop his queenside pieces, 
but has also occupied the centre with his pawns. White’s attempt to win the 
enemy pawn on e5, would lead him to an immediate catastrophe: 8.Bxc6 
Bxc6 9.Bxe5? Qe7 10.Qe2 f6 11.Bb2 Nb4—+ 

The move 4.Nf3, enables Black to pin the enemy knight. 4...Bg¢4 5.Bb2, 
Mueller — Moor, Switzerland 2000, 5...dxe5 6.h3!? This is an interesting 
pawn-sacrifice, but it is only sufficient to maintain the balance. White is 
reluctant to lose tempi by capturing on e5 with his bishop and is trying to 
seize the initiative. 6...Bxf3 7.Qxf3 Nc6 8.Bb5 Qd7. Black does not hold on 
to his extra pawn and wishes instead to preserve the harmony of his 
queenside pawn-structure and to evacuate quickly his king away from the 
centre. 9.Bxe5 f6 10.Bb2 a6 11.Bc4 e6 12.Nc3 0-0-0+ White’s two-bishop 
advantage compensates the powerful placement of Black’s knight at the 
centre of the board. 

Following 4.exd6, Kreznar — Nash, Milwaukee 1935, Black can refrain 
from the typical capturing on d6 for the Alekhine Defence with a pawn, in 
favour of the more active move 4...Qxd6!? 5.Bb2 Bf5 6.Nf3 Nc6? and then 0- 
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0-0. White will have great problems to neutralise the activity of his 
opponent’s pieces. After Black advances e7-e5, he will win the fight for the 
centre. 

4.c4 Nf4!? In the Alekhine Defence, after Black’s knight is attacked with 
the c-pawn, it usually retreats to b6. Here however, Black can exploit some 
tactical ideas and can transfer his knight to the e6-square, from where it 
would take an important part in the fight for the central d4-square. 5.g3. 
White must lose a tempo to oust the enemy knight from its active position (It 
would not work for White to play here 5.d4?! dxe5p; or 5.exd6?! Qxd6 6.d4, 
because after 6...Nc6, he cannot parry the threats against his pawn on d4 
without considerable positional concessions. 7.c5 Qf6 8.Bxf4 Qxf4 9.Bb5 
Bd7 10.Ne2 Qg4 11.0-0 0-0-O0p Black has the two-bishop advantage, while 
White still has not solved the problem with the protection of his d4-pawn.) 
5...Ne6 6.exd6 Qxd63, followed by Nc6, increasing the control over the 
strategically important d4-square. White will fail to advance d2-d4, so his 
backward d2-pawn will create great problems for him in the middle game. 


3.Qf3. White attacks the enemy knight, but breaks an important principle, 
which is well familiar even to the beginners — not to develop the queen so 
early in the opening. 3...e6 
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About 4.d4 d6 5.Qg3 c5 — see 4. Qg3. 

It is just bad for White to play here 4.c4?!, because after 4...Nb4, he will 
have to lose a tempo to defend against the threat Nc2+. 5.Qc3 d5!? 6.exd6 
Qxd6. Black wishes by all means to impede the pawn-advance d2-d4. 7.Nf3 
es? 

Following 4.Bc4?!, Black has an interesting pawn-sacrifice. 4...Nc6! 
5.Bxd5 exd5 6.Qxd5 d6 7.exd6 Bxd6. His bishops are tremendously powerful 
in this open position. White already lags horribly in development and he will 
have to lose even more time to evacuate his queen away from the centre. 
8.Nc3 0-0. Black creates the rather unpleasant threat Nb4. 9.Kd1 Re8p 
Richter — Foerster, Email 2012. 

After 4.Nc3 Nb4, White should better comply with the fact that his opening 
strategy has failed and come back with his queen to its initial position. After 
that, he at least would not be worse. 5.Qd1 d6 6.exd6 Bxd6= Armanda — 
Rogulj, Split 1997. 

4.Qg3. White makes good use of his previous move and not only protects 
his e5-pawn with his queen, but also exerts pressure against the enemy g7- 
pawn impeding the development of Black’s kingside. 4...d6 
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After 5.Nf3 dxe5 6.Nxe5, Mela — Bassan, Banfield 2011, White fails to 
keep his control over the centre: 6...f6!? 7.Nf3 Nc6 8.Bb5 Bd7p 

There arises a complicated strategical battle after 5.f4 Nc6 6.Nf3, Pauli — 
Egger, Germany 2009, 6...h5!? 7.d3. Here, Black obtains a very good 
position after a transfer of his knight to the f5-square. 7...Nce7!? 8.Qf2 Nf5= 
His dominance over this excellent square for his knight balances White’s 
slight space advantage. 

5.d4 c5. Black increases his pressure against the enemy centre with his 
every move. 
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After 6.c3, Black can exchange almost by force his opponent’s powerful 
light-squared bishop. 6...cxd4 7.cxd4 Nc6 8.Nf3 dxe5 9.dxe5 Ndb4 10.Na3 
Nd3+ 11.Bxd3 Qxd3 12.Bd2, Tsomis — Seretakis, Athens 1994, defending 
against the enemy bishop-sortie Bb4. 12...h6!? Black deprives his opponent 
of the possibility to activate his pieces with Ng5. 13.Qf4 Bxa3 14.bxa3 b6 
15.Qe3. White wishes to trade the queens, because in the middle game his 
king might come under a dangerous attack. In the endgame, after 15...Qb5 
16.Qb3 Bao 17.Qxb5 Bxb5p, he would need to fight long and hard for a draw 
due to the weaknesses of his pawn-structure. 

6.Nf3, Pyhala — Mertanen, Jyvaskyla 1994, 6...cxd4!? 7.Nxd4 dxe5 8.Qxe5 
Bd7 9.Be2 Nc6 10.Nxc6 Bxc6? Black’s pieces are very active, but still, his 
edge is just minimal, since White has no pawn-weaknesses in his position. 


3.Bc4. White develops his bishop to an active position with tempo. Still, the 
dividends of his move 3 turn out to be not so great, because after 3...Nb6, he 
must lose a tempo for the retreat of his bishop. 4.Bb3 (After 4.Be2 d6 5.exd6 
Qxd6!?, White manages to advance 6.d4, but Black prepares e7-e5 and 
obtains effortlessly an excellent position. 6...Nc6 7.Nf3, Pace — Barlocco, 
Italy 2000, 7...e5!? 8.dxe5 Nxe5 9.0-0 Bd7= After the opening of the game in 


the centre the exchanges of pieces have become unavoidable. Black has no 
pawn-weaknesses in his position and his king will be evacuated safely to the 
queenside.) 4...d6 
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About 5.Nf3 Nc6 — see 3.Nf3. 

5.d4 dxe5 — see Chapter 9, variation B. 

5.exd6 cxd6 6.d4 (6.Nf3 Nc6 — see 3.Nf3) 6...g6 7.Nf3 Bg7 — see Chapter 
15, variation A. 

White’s queen-sortie 5.Qh5 does not look so good, because after 5...g6 
6.Qf3, there arises a position from the variation with 5.Qf3, but with the 
inclusion of the useful move for Black g7-g6. 6...e6 7.d4 Nc6 8.Qe4, Lysak — 
Gordenko, Dnipropetrovsk 2001, 8...a5!? This advance of the rook-pawn is 
quite typical for the Alekhine Defence. 9.c3 dxe5 10.dxe5 a4. Black ousts the 
enemy bishop from its active position. 11.Bc2 Qd5 12.f4 Qxe4+ 13.Bxe4 
Bd7 14.Ne2 Bc53, impeding castling kingside by the opponent. 

5.Qf3. White is still not worse after this move, but this queen-sortie cannot 
be approved. Black parries easily the threats against his f7-square, while 
White must play very precisely in order to maintain the balance. 5...e6 
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6.d4?! Nc6 7.Qe3 dxe5 8.dxe5 a5 9.a3 Nd4. The inclusion of the moves a5 
and a3 in the Alekhine Defence, is as a rule in favour of Black. Now, for 
example, after an exchange on b3, White would be incapable of capturing 
with his a-pawn. 10.Nf3 Nxb3 11.Qxb3 Bd7 12.Bg5 Be7 13.Bxe7 Qxe7 14.0- 
0 0-0 15.Nbd2 Bc6. Black’s bishop will be very active on this square. 
16.Rfel Rfd8? Black’s pieces have been more harmoniously deployed. 

6.exd6 Bxd6 7.Ne2 Bd7 8.Nbc3, Walther — Koeppel, Karlsruhe 2008, 
8...Qh4!?. Now, before playing Bc6, Black takes the control over the g4- 
square, depriving his opponent of the possibility to attack the pawn on g7 
with the move Qg4. 9.Qe4. Now, White is trying to trade the queens in order 
not to end up in an inferior position. 9...Qxe4 10.Nxe4 Be7= Neither side has 
pawn-weaknesses. 


3.Nf3 d6 
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About 4.c4 Nb6 — see Chapter 8. 

4.exd6 cxd6 5.d4 g6 — see Chapter 14. 

4.d4 g6 — see Chapters 14-16. 

4.Nc3 dxe5 5.Nxe5 Nxc3 6.bxc3 (6.Qf3. White’s attempt to avoid the trade 
of the queens would not end up well for him. 6...Qd5 7.Qxc3, Nagy — Kahn, 
Budapest 2006, 7...f6!? Black ousts immediately the active enemy knight 
away from the centre. 8.Nf3 Nc6 9.Bc4 Qe4+ 10.Kfl Be6? Now, White will 
have to lose plenty of time to manage to accomplish artificial castling.) 
6...Nd7 7.Nf3 e6 8.d4 c5 9.Bd3 Qc7= Byrne — Olafsson, Lugano 1970. 

4.Bc4 Nb6 
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5.Bxf7+? Kxf7 6.Ng5+ Kg8. Black parries easily his opponent’s hasty 
attack and ends up with extra material. 7.Qf3 (About 7.c6 Qe8 8.Qf3 g6 — see 
7.Qf3.) 7...Qe8 8.e6 26 9.d4 Bg7 10.d5 c6 11.h4 Nxd5 12.h5 gxh5 13.Rxh5 
Qg6-—+ Fleurduma — Polaczek, playchess.com 2004. 

5.Bb3 Nc6. After this move the position is still in the spirit of the Alekhine 
Defence (After 5...c5 6.c3 Nc6=, there would have arisen a position from the 
Sicilian Defence with 2.c3.). 
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6.d4 dxe5 7.Nxe5. This move leads to a slightly better endgame for Black. 
(7.d5?! Na5 8.Nc3 Nxb3 9.axb3 e6p Rodin — Dyachkov, Saratov 1999) 
7...Nxe5 8.dxe5 Qxd1+ 9.Kxd1 e6. Later, Black’s light-squared bishop will 
occupy a powerful placement on c6. 10.Nc3 Bd7 11.Ke2, Beltugov — S. 
Ivanov, Podolsk 1993, 11...Bc6!?3 
6.Qe2. White defends his pawn and avoids the unfavourable for him 
exchange of queens. 6...Nxe5 7.Nxe5 dxe5 8.Qxe5 Qd6 9.Qe2 Bf5. Now, 
before playing e7-e6, Black develops his bishop to an active position. 10.0-0 
e6 11.Nc3 Be7 12.a4 0-0 13.d3, Pfeiffe — Traudes,W Germany 1993, 
13...c6!?= Black increases his control over the d5-square. Now, after a4-a5, 
he will manage to occupy with his knight an important outpost at the centre 
of the board. 
6.exd6 cxd6 7.d4 (7.0-0 d5=) 7...d5. Now, Black does not need to consider 
the possibility d4-d5. 8.c3 Bf5. His subsequent plan is quite simple: e7-e6, 
Be7 and 0-0. 9.Nh4 (9.Bf4 e6 10.0-0 Be7 11.Nbd2 0-0 12.Rel Rc8=, 
followed by Na5, Nb6-c4, b7-b5, preparing the pawn-minority attack, Klauke 
— Gassmann, Germany 2014.) 9...Be4 10.Nd2, Rossiter — Dunworth, England 
1998. Black can transfer his bishop to the fl-a6 diagonal: 10...Bd3!? 11.Ndf3 
Ba6+ White is incapable of castling kingside. The manoeuvre Bc2-d3 would 
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take too much time and Black will manage to complete the development of 
his kingside pieces with: e6, Be7. 


3...d6 
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White is not fighting for the centre and Black attacks immediately the e5- 
pawn. 
4.exd6 
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About 4.d4 dxe5 — see Chapter 9. 


4...exd6 

This is Black’s most reliable road to equality. He not only restores the 
material balance, but also frees the e7-square for the development of his 
bishop. 


It is possible that capturing with the queen here 4...Qxd6!? may be even 
stronger for Black. He wishes to have an active piece play. 5.Bg2 (After 
5.d4?! e53, Black is better prepared for the opening of the game in the centre.) 
5...Nc6 
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Following 6.Nf3 Bg4 7.0-0, at first Black occupies the centre and then 
evacuates his king to the queenside. 7...e5 8.d3 0-0-0 9.Nbd2 Qd7 10.Nc4 
foy, followed by g5, h5-h4, Tatar Kis — Chetverik, Harkany 1999. Black’s 
attack is developing effortlessly. 

6.Ne2. White is reluctant to cover the diagonal of his bishop on g2, but his 
knight will be less active on e2 than on the f3-square. 6...Bf5 7.Nbc3 Nxc3 
8.bxc3 e5 9.Rb1, Spaet — Ritscher, Bargteheide 2014. White is trying his best 
in order to impede his opponent’s castling queenside. 9...0-0-0!? Black is 
persistent! 10.d3 Qd7!?3, followed by Bc5-b6, protecting the b7-square 
against the pressure of White’s rook on bl. 

6.Nc3 Nxc3 7.bxc3 e5 8.d3 (8.Ne2 Be6 9.0-0 0-0-0 10.d3 h5p, followed by 
h5-h4, preparing an attack on the h-file, Dovliatov — Abasov, Baku 2010. If 
White plays h2-h4, then Black should prepare the opening of files on the 
kingside with f7-f6, g7-g5.) 8...Be7 9.Ne2 Be6 10.c4, Petrosian — Nakamura, 
Gibraltar 2008, 10...0-0!? This is the simplest for Black. He does not need to 
enter a double-edged position with opposite sides castling. 11.0-0 Qd7 
12.Rb1 b6 13.Nc3 Rae8 14.Rel Bh3? White’s bishop on g2 is very active, so 
Black wishes to exchange it. 
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4...cxd6. Now, contrary to the line with capturing with the e-pawn, Black is 
after a more complicated fight with an asymmetrical pawn-structure. 5.Bg2 
(5.d4 Nf6!? 6.Bg2 d5 — see 5.Bg2) 5...Nf6 (It is less reliable for Black to play 
here 5...Nb6?, since his knight will be attacked later after a4-a5.) 
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6.d4 d5 7.Nf3 (7.Ne2 Nc6 8.0-0, Ksana — Lastovka, Czech Republic 2014, 
8...Bg4=) 7...Nc6 8.0-0 Bg4 9.h3 Bxf3. The position is relatively closed, so 
White’s two-bishop advantage is not so important. 10.Bxf3 e6 11.b3 Be7 
12.Bb2 0-0 13.Nd2 b5 14.c3 Qb6= Tosic — Marinkovic, Budva 1996. There 
has arisen a typical middle game position with a Carlsbad pawn-structure in 
which White fianchettoes his dark-squared bishop only very seldom, because 
it is severely restricted on b2, by his own pawns on c3 and d4. 

The move 6.c4!? has some venom A. Ivanov — Enkin, Merrimack 2003, 
6...Nc6!? Black begins an immediate fight for the central d4-square. 7.d4 d5 
8.cxd5 Nxd5 9.Nc3. White increases his pressure against the d5-square. 
9...Nxc3 10.bxc3 e5. Black relies on simplifications. 11.Qe2 Be7 12.Nf3 
exd4 13.Nxd4 Nxd4 14.cxd4 0-0= He has completed the development of his 
kingside pieces and has evacuated his king away from the centre. The 
position has been simplified considerably after the exchanges. 


5.Bg2 Nf6 
From here, contrary to the b6-square, Black’s knight controls not only the 
central d5-square, but also e4. 
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6.d4 


About 6.Ne2 d5 7.d4 Bd6, or 7.0-0 Bd6 8.d4 0-0 — see 6.d4. 

6.h3. This move seems rather slow. 6...d5 7.Nf3 Bd6 8.0-0 0-0 9.Rel c6 
10.d3 a5. Black is preparing Na6-c5, but he will have a hard time breaking 
White’s position. 11.a4 Na6 12.Nc3 h6 13.Ne2. White prepares the trade of 
the dark-squared bishops. 13...Re8 14.Bf4 Nc5 15.Bxd6 Qxd6 16.Ned4 Bd7= 
Dutreeuw — Rozentalis, Gothenburg 2005. 


After 6.Nf3, the simplest way for Black to equalise would be 6...Qe7= 
Disconzi da Silva — Lima, Americana 1995. The loss of White’s castling 
rights might hurt him seriously in the middle game, so he is forced to trade 
the queens. 


6...d5!? 
Black should better prevent immediately the enemy pawn-advance d4-d5. 


Now, depending on the plan that White chooses, Black can develop his 
bishop on f8 to e7, or to d6. 
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7.Nf3 


7.Ne2. White’s knight will not close on this square the diagonal of his 
bishop on g2, but is not so actively placed as on the f3-square. 7...Bd6 8.0-0 
0-0 9.c4!? White wishes to liven up the game. (9.Bg5 c6 10.Qd3, Nisipeanu — 
Grunberg, Romania 1994, 10...Re8!?=) 9...dxc4 10.Nd2 c6 11.Nxc4 Be6 
12.Nxd6 Qxd6. White has managed to obtain the two-bishop advantage, but 
in positions with an isolated pawn this circumstance is usually of minimal 
importance. 13.Nf4 Re8 14.Nxe6 Qxe6 15.Bd2 Nbd7= White’s two-bishop 
advantage is balanced by the vulnerability of his isolated pawn. 


7...Be7 


7...Bd6!? 8.0-0 0-0 


Vara Zap 


A—Z 


2" 4 Vi 
=a Yi 


Rel R lB lie ee, 


-_ 2 c de Zs a A 

9.Nbd2, Van Mil — Luther, Germany 2002, 9...Nc6!? 10.c4 Bf5=, Black is 
eyeing the weak squares c2 and d3. 

9.b3. White prepares an attack against the d5-square with the move c2-c4, 
but Black’s position is quite solid. 9...c6 10.c4 Re8 11.Nc3 Bf5= It is not 
possible to see how White can increase his pressure against the d5-square. 

9.Ne5 Re8 10.Rel (It would be a positional mistake for White to choose 
here 10.f4?! He fortifies his centralised knight, but weakens considerably the 
e4-square. 10...c5. Black begins a counter attack against the enemy d4-pawn. 
11.Be3 cxd4. He undermines the base under the knight on e5 with his last 
move. 12.Bxd4 Nc6 13.Nxc6 bxc6? Blehm — Kaunas, Frydek Mistek 1996. 
White has failed to preserve his knight at the centre of the board and now, he 
has no compensation for the move f2-f4, which has weakened horribly his 
position.) 10...Nbd7 11.Bf4 Nf8 12.Nd2 c6= Troshchenko — Posokhov, Kiev 
2004. Black has a solid position without any pawn-weaknesses. 


8.0-0 
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8...0-0 


It seems also good for Black to play here 8...Bf5= Now, White’s attempt to 
seize the initiative by advancing the f-pawn would only help Black. For 
example: 9.Nh4 Be6o 10.f4 0-0 11.f5 Bc8 12.Nc3, Kuczynski — Bagirov, 
Germany 1994, 12...c6!?3, followed by Ne8. White’s knight is obviously 
misplaced at the edge of the board. 


9.Ne5 c6 10.Nc3 Nbd7 11.f4 
Here, the weakening of the e4-square is not dangerous for White, since his 
pieces control it reliably. 
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11...Nxe5 
White’s knight was very powerful at the centre of the board, so Black 
should better exchange it immediately. The appearance of a white pawn on e5 
is not dangerous for Black, since he can trade it after f7-f6. 
12.fxeS 


12.dxe5?! Ng4 13.Kh1 f6 14.h3 Nh6 15.exf6 Bxf6p Rozentalis — Adams, 
Germany 1998. The placement of White’s king is not so reliable. 


12...Ne8 13.Be3 
It would be too optimistic for White to choose here 13.Qh5?! Rozentalis — 


Appel, Germany 1994, after 13...f6!? 14.Nd1 fxeS 15.Rxf8+ Bxf8 16.Qxe5 
Nd6, followed by Bf5, Qd7, Re8, Black would seize firmly the initiative. 
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13...f6 14.Qd3. White is ready to comply with the appearance of an isolated 
pawn in his position in order to maintain his initiative, but Black gradually 
equalises after a precise play. 14...fxe5 15.dxe5 Nc7 16.Ne2 Qe8. He 
prepares the queen-sortie Qh5. 17.Nd4 Qh5 18.Rxf8+ Bxf8 19.c4. Now, 
White must open the centre; otherwise, he would end up in an inferior 
position. 19...Qxe5 20.Bf4 Qe7 21.Bxc7 Qxce7= White can restore the 
material balance at any moment, but then Black’s prospects would not be 
worse thanks to his two-bishop advantage. 


Chapter 7 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.Nc3 
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White refrains from further chases of the enemy knight with his pawns and 
attacks it with his knight. This plan to fight the Alekhine Defence is not so 
effective, because White solves himself Black’s main problem in this defence 
— the future of the knight on d5. 

Now, Black has two possibilities and they both lead to simple equality: A) 
3...e6 and B) 3...Nxc3. 


Black plays only seldom in practice 3...c6. This move has the drawback that 
it not only does not contribute to his development, but also deprives his 
knight on b8 of the c6-square. 4.d4 d6 5.f4 Bf5 6.Bd3 Qd7 7.a3 Nxc3 8.bxc3 
Bxd3 9.Qxd3? The defects of White’s pawn-structure do not compensate fully 
for Black the fact that his position is too cramped. 9...Qg4?! This activity is 
not to be recommended. Black wins a pawn, but loses too much time on 
moves with his queen. 10.Nh3 Qxg2 11.Rg1 Qd5 12.c4 Qa5+ 13.Bd2 Qc7 


14.Ng5 e6 15.f5!+— Dubov — Yuffa, Kolomna 2016. 


A) 3...e6!? 

This move was played for the first time by Alexander Alekhine in his game 
against Friedrich Saemisch back in the year 1921. Black does not exchange 
on c3, but simply fortifies his knight at the centre of the board and opens the 
diagonal for his bishop on f8. 


4.Nxd5 
About 4.Qf3 Nb4 — see Chapter 6. 


4.Bc4. White insists on forcing the exchange, but his bishop will not be so 
well placed here, since it would come soon under an attack after the pawn- 
advance d7-d5. 4...Nxc3 5.dxc3 d5 6.Bd3 c5=, followed by Nc6, Al Khelaifi 
— Boric, Istanbul 2012. Later, depending on what White will be doing, Black 
can evacuate his king to either side of the board. 


4.Ne4. White avoids the exchange of the knights. Now however, Black can 
play 4...f5!? and White will be forced to capture en passant, because making 
a third move in a row with one and a same piece in the opening is obviously 
out of question. 5.exf6 Nxf6 6.Nxf6+ Qxf6 7.d4. The position resembles the 
Staunton Gambit in the Dutch Opening. 7...b6. Black wishes to solve 
immediately the problem with his “bad” bishop on c8. 8.Qh5+ g6 9.Qf3. 
White enters an endgame, but obtains nothing in it. 9...Qxf3 10.Nxf3 Bb7 
11.Be2 Bg7 12.Be3 Nc6 13.c3 Ne7. Black opens the diagonal for his bishop. 
Later, from the e7-square, his knight may go to f5, or d5, attacking the enemy 
bishop on e3. 14.h4 h6+ Appeldorn — Berghaus, Email 2004. Black’s pieces 
are very active and he has a promising plan, connected with the doubling of 
his rooks on the semi-open f-file. 


4.Nf3. White ignores for the moment his opponent’s actions and simply 
develops his pieces. 4...d6 
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About 5.Nxd5 exd5 — see 4.Nxd5. 

Following 5.exd6 Bxd6 6.Ne4 Nf6 7.Nxd6+ cxd6, White will hardly realise 
anything meaningful out of his two-bishop advantage. 8.d4, Hladik — 
Pavlicek, Czech Republic 2018, 8...Nc6!? Black plays this move with the 
idea to advance quickly e6-e5. 9.Be2 0-0 10.0-0 e5 11.dxe5 dxe5 12.Qxd8 
Rxd8 13.Bb5 Ne7= and White cannot play 14.Nxe5??, because 014...Rd5—+ 

5.d4 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Nd7!? Black concentrates on the fight against the enemy 
pawn on e5, which cramps his position. 7.Bf4 (7.exd6, Schweber — Paglilla, 
Buenos Aires 1985, 7...cxd6!?+ Black has a more elastic pawn-structure and 
a clear cut plan for his further actions: Qc7, b6, Bb7.) 7...dxe5 8.Nxe5, 
Verlinsky — Rabinovich, Leningrad 1925, 8...Nxe5 9.Bxe5 Bd7. Black’s 
bishop is not so active on the c8-h3 diagonal, because it is restricted by his 
own pawn on e6. Therefore, he loses two tempi to transfer it to the c6-square. 
10.Bd3 Bc6 11.0-0 f6. Black parries the attack against his pawn on g7. 
12.Bg3 Qd5 13.f3 Bd6 14.Qe1 0-0-0= After the pawn-advance f7-f6, the 
pawn on e6 has been weakened, but this is compensated by the vulnerability 
of White’s queenside pawns. 


4.d4 Nxc3 5.bxc3. White has more space, but his pawn-structure has been 


compromised. 5...d6 6.f4 (About 6.Nf3 Nd7 — see 4.Nf3.) 6...c5. Black 
continues to attack his opponent’s pawn-centre. 7.Nf3 Nc6 8.Bd3 (It is less 
precise for White to play here 8.Be3, because after 8...Qa5, the defence of his 
pawn with the move Bd2 would cost him a tempo, while after 9.Qd2, 
Karaklajic — Farago, Budapest 2000, 9...Bd7!?, Black will have additional 
possibilities, connected with the exchange on d4 and a transfer to a better 
endgame.) 8...d5!? Black lags in development, so he should avoid the 
opening of the position. 9.0-0 c4. Black ousts the enemy bishop from its 
active placement. 10.Be2, Hoffmann — Brunsch, Leipzig 2000, 10...b5!? 
Black occupies space on the queenside. 11.Qel1 Bd7= There has arisen a 
position more typical for the French Defence in which the chances are 
balanced. White will try to organise an offensive on the kingside, while Black 
will be busy on the other side of the board. 


4...exd5 
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5.d4 
This is White’s most natural response. 
The move 5.c4?! can be countered by Black with the elegant reply 5...d6!% 
Rombaldoni — Luther, Boeblingen 2007. 


5.f4. This only leads to transposition of moves, because later White will 
play d2-d4 anyway. 5...d6 6.d4 c5, or 6.Nf3 dxe5 7.fxe5 c5 8.c3 Nc6 9.d4 
cxd4 10.cxd4 Bg4 — see 5.d4. 


5.Nf3 d6 6.exd6. This exchange only enhances the development of Black’s 
pieces. (6.d4 dxe5 — see 5.d4) 6...Bxd6 7.d4 0-0. The arising position is more 
typical for the exchange variation of the French Defence. 8.Be2 Bf5= Nunez 
Hirales — Taylor, Los Angeles 2011. Black has some initiative, but White 
should manage to parry it after an accurate play. 


It is just bad for White to play here 5.Qf3, because Black can easily protect 
his pawn on d5, while White’s early queen-sortie might not be in his favour. 
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6.Qg3. White not only protects his e5-pawn, but also frees the f3-square for 
his knight. 6...d6 7.f4 (7.d4 dxe5 — see 6.d4) 7...Bf5. Black develops his 
bishop with tempo. 8.c3, Nagy — Vukovic, Gyor 1924, 8...cS=, followed by 
Nc6. 
After 6.c4 d6!, it becomes evident that Black is better prepared for the 


opening of the game in the centre, because White’s queen on f3 is misplaced. 
7.cxd5 dxe5 8.Bc4, Karastoichev — L.Popov, Sofia 1960, 8...Bd6!?3 Black’s 
first priority here is the quickest possible development of his pieces and the 
evacuation of his king away from the centre. It would be tremendously risky 
for White to accept the pawn-sacrifice here. 9.dxc6 Qc7 10.cxb7?! Bxb7 
11.Bd5 Nc6 12.Ne2 0-0 13.0-0 e4 14.Qh3 Nb4 15.Bxb7 Qxb7p Black has 
overwhelming positional compensation for the sacrificed pawn, while White 
has to solve the problem with his undeveloped queenside pieces. 

6.d4 d6 
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7.Qg3 dxe5 8.dxe5 Na6. Black’s knight is headed for the e4-square, after 
which he will manage to exert powerful pressure against the f2-square with 
the moves Bc5 and Qb6. 9.c3 Nc5 10.Nf3 Ne4 11.Qf4 Bc5 12.Be3. White 
covers the f2-square, but leaves the b2-pawn unprotected. 12...Qb6 13.Bd3, 
Kroon — Solozhenkin, Sitges 1993, 13...Bxe3 14.Qxe3 Qxb2 15.0-0 Qxc3p 
Black lags in development; nevertheless, White does not have full 
compensation for two sacrificed pawns. 

White’s attempt to obtain pawn-majority on the kingside may lead to 
difficulties for him: 7.Bf4 dxe5 8.dxe5, Starostits — Sulskis, Tallinn 2010, 
8...Be6. The pawn on e5 has been reliably blocked. 9.Qg3 c53, followed by 


Nc6. Black begins active operations on the queenside. 

After 7.Bd3 dxe5 8.dxe5 Nd7 9.e6, Black may comply with the loss of his 
castling rights: 9...Nf6 10.exf7+ Kxf73, followed by Bc5, Rf8, Kg8, 
managing to castle artificially, after which Black’s advantage would be 
doubtless, because his pieces are much more actively deployed, Lapitsky — 
Valov, St Petersburg 2007. 

White should think about equalising and play 7.exd6, in an attempt to keep 
the pawn-structure symmetrical. 7...Bxd6 8.Bd3 0-0 9.Ne2 Nd7 10.0-0 Re8= 
Roeder — Dankert, Krumbach 1985. 


5...d6 
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6.f4 
White fortifies reliably his pawn on eS, but Black can change his plan by 
attacking his opponent’s other central d4-pawn. 


There arises a complicated positional battle after 6.Bd3 dxe5 7.dxe5 c5 8.c3 
Nc6 9.Nf3 Be7 10.0-0 Be6 11.Rel, Vallejo Pons — Rodriguez Vargas, 
Mondariz 2002, 11...g5!9+ Black refrains from the prosaic plan with castling 
kingside and is trying to seize the initiative by advancing his kingside pawns. 


He can always evacuate his king to safety on the queenside. 


6.Bf4 dxe5 7.dxe5 c5 8.Nf3 (8.c3 Nc6 9.Nf3 Be7 — see 8.Nf3) 8...Nc6 9.c3 
Be7. Now, the plan with g7-g5, would be even more justified, because this 
pawn-advance would be accomplished with tempo. 10.Bd3, Short — 
Seirawan, Lugano 1986, 10...g5!? 11.Bg3 g4 12.Nd2 h5f, Black has seized 
firmly the initiative and White must defend very precisely not to get crushed 
immediately. 


6.Nf3 dxe5!? Black wishes to provoke the enemy knight to occupy the e5- 
square with the idea to exchange it there and to simplify the position even 
more. 7.Nxe5 (7.dxe5 Be7 8.Bd3 c5 9.c3 Nc6 — see 6.Bd3) 7...Nd7 8.Bd3 
Nxe5 9.dxe5 g6. Black plans to castle kingside, so it would be useful for him 
to play g7-g6, in order to deprive the opponent of plans, connected with the 
attack against the h7-square. 10.0-0 Bg7 11.f4 0-0=, followed by f7-f6, 
beginning a fight against the cramping enemy pawn on e5, Korostenski — 
Hammerschmidt, Email 2012. 


6...c5 7.Nf3 Nc6 8.Be3 


White’s attempt to preserve the pawn on d4 would lead to difficulties for 
him after 8.c3 cxd4 9.cxd4 dxe5 10.fxe5 Bg43, with a very unpleasant pin of 
his knight. Now, White must permanently consider the possible exchange on 
d4 and the check on h4. 11.Be2?! Bb4+ 12.Kf2 0-Op Sale — Sveshnikov, 
Dubai 2001. There are plenty of pieces left on the board and White’s king is 
an excellent target for the enemy forces. 


8...cxd4 9.Bxd4 
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This position was reached in the game Ibragimov — Sideif Sade, Baku 1996. 
Here, Black’s best road to equality would be the move 9...dxe5!?, for 
example: 10.Nxe5 Qa5+ 11.c3 Nxd4 12.Qxd4 Bc5 13.Qd3. Naturally, the 
pawn on d5 is untouchable. 13...Qb6 14.0-0-0 Be3+ 15.Kb1 0-0 16.Qxd5 
Bxf4 17.Bd3 Bxe5 18.Qxe5 Be6= White cannot achieve much out of his 
actively placed queen and in general the position is almost symmetrical. 


B) 3...Nxc3 
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This is Black’s most natural move. He does not lose time to protect his 
knight and exchanges it, weakening his opponent’s pawn-structure in the 
process. 

Now, White is faced with a choice. He can capture according to the rules 
“towards the centre” B1) 4.bxc3, or play B2) 4.dxc3, opening immediately 
the cl-h6 diagonal for his bishop. 


B1) 4.bxc3 

This move leads to a complicated positional battle. Later, White will base 
his hopes on his powerful pawn-centre (after f2-f4 and d2-d4), while Black 
will try to exploit his opponent’s pawn-weaknesses on the queenside. 

4...d6 

It is useful for him to force White to protect his e5-pawn. 
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It is bad for White to play here 5.d4?!, because after 5...dxe5, he will have 
the difficult choice between an inferior endgame and a middle game with a 
very questionable compensation for the sacrificed pawn. 6.Nf3 (6.dxe5 
Qxd1+ 7.Kxd1 Nc6 8.Nf3 Bg4n, followed by 0-0-0, Daniel — Peev, Bulgaria 
2010) 6...exd4 7.cxd4 g6. Black is preparing the fianchetto of his dark- 
squared bishop. It will exert powerful pressure against the d4-square from g7. 
8.c3 Bg7 9.Bc4 0-0 10.0-0 cSp The arising position resembles the Gruenfeld 
Defence, except that White’s central e4-pawn is absent from the board... 


The move 5.Bc4 is hardly so sensible. It is not a pawn-sacrifice, because 
White can regain the pawn after QhS. Still, Black can exploit the placement 
of the bishop on c4 in order to accomplish the pawn-advance d-d5 with 
tempo. 5...c6!? 6.Nf3 Nc6 7.exd6 cxd6 8.d4, Margulis — Orev, Kaunas 2013, 
8...d5!? 9.Bd3 Bd6 10.0-0 Qc7+ Black lags in development indeed, but his 
prospects are not worse in the forthcoming battle, because of his superior 
pawn-structure. 


5.Nf3 g6 6.Bc4. This move has the same drawback as 5.Bc4 (It is better for 
White to play here 6.d4 Bg7 — see Chapter 14.) 6...Bg7 7.Qe2 0-0 Black has 
succeeded in evacuating his king away from the centre and has preserved all 
the strategical pluses of his position. If White continues to ignore the fight for 
the centre (d2-d4), then his position will become even worse, for example: 
8.h3?! Laxman — Polaczek, playchess.com 2005, 8...c5 9.a4 Nc6p Black has 
a superior pawn-structure and his forces are better mobilised. 


5.exd6. With this exchange White refrains from the fight for the important 
central e5-square, after which he will have no compensation for the defects of 
his pawn-structure. 5...cxd6 6.d4 (After the calm move 6.g3, Black can also 
fianchetto his bishop and evacuate his king away from the centre. 6...g6 
7.Bg2 Bg7 8.Ne2 0-0 9.0-0, Llorens Sepulveda — Elias Valenzuela, Santiago 
de Chile 2009, 9...Nc6!?3 Black has completed his development and can 
begin an attack against his opponent’s queenside pawn-weaknesses.) 6...g6 
7.Nf3 Bg7. From this square, Black’s bishop will support the pawn-advance 
e7-e5. 8.Bd3 0-0 9.0-0 Qc7 10.Bd2 e5y1 Nicholson — Andreasen, Torshavn 
1997. 


5...26 


Black can also obtain a comfortable game with the move 5...c5. 
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6.d4 e6 7.Nf3 Nc6 8.Be3, Karaklajic — Farago, Budapest 2000, 8...d5!?= 
White leads in development, therefore Black should better prevent the 
opening of the game in the centre. Later, there can be expected a tough 
strategical battle in which both sides would have their trumps. White has a 
space advantage, while Black has a more elastic pawn-structure. 

6.Nf3 Nc6 7.Be2 (7.d4 e6 — see 6.d4) 7...Bf5. Now, before playing e7-e6, 
Black develops his bishop to an active position. 8.Rb1. This threat against the 
pawn on b7 will not create serious problems for Black. 8...Rb8 9.0-0 e6 10.d4 
Be7= Martinovic — Gipslis, Belgrade 1968. With his next move, Black 
evacuates his king away from the centre. In the middle game, White will have 
to play very energetically; otherwise, his pawn-weaknesses might hurt him 
badly. 
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6.Nf3 


6.d4 Bg7 
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About 7.Nf3 0-0, or 7.Be2 c5 8.Nf3 0-0, 7.Be3 c5 8.Nf3 0-0 9.Bd3 Qa5 — 
see 6.Nf3. 


Following 7.h4, Steiner — Reshevsky, Kemeri 1937, Black should better 
prevent the further advance of the enemy rook-pawn with the move 7...h5!?+ 

7.Bd3 0-0 8.h4 (8.Nf3 c5 — see 6.Nf3) 8...h5+ Now, White will have a hard 
time breaking his opponent’s defence on the kingside, because the 
straightforward approach: 9.f5?! dxe5 10.fxg6, Vajda — Colle, Budapest 
1929, would lead to great problems for him if Black reacts correctly. 
10...fxg6!? 11.Bxg6 Be4 12.Nf3 Qd6 13.Be4 Nd7p White’s hasty attack has 
backfired and Black has seized completely the initiative. 


6...Bg7 7.d4 


About 7.Be2 0-0 8.0-0 c5 9.d4 Qa5, or 7.Bc4 0-0 8.0-0 c5 9.d4 Nc6 — see 
7.d4. 
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8.Bd3 


After White’s alternatives, Black also replies with an immediate attack 
against the d4-square. 


8.Rb1 c5 9.Bd3, Skawinski — Drozdowski, Warsaw 2015, 9...Nc6!?= 


8.Be3. This development of the bishop seems premature, because after 
8...c5 9.Be2, Plenca — Rosandic, Bol 2013, 9...Qa5!?3, the standard defence of 
the pawn on c3 with the move Bd2 would cost White a loss of a tempo. 


8.Bc4 c5 9.0-0 Nc6 10.d5. He occupies space, but weakens his control over 
the e5-square. (10.h3 Qc7 11.Qe2, Neukirch — Junge, Germany 1993, 
11...66) 10...Na5 11.Be2 b6=+ There will arise sharp developments in the 
middle game. White will rely on his strong pawn-centre, while Black will 
exert pressure not only against the pawn on eS, but also against the pawn on 
d5 with Bb7, or e7-ec6. 


8.Be2. White’s bishop will not be so active here as on d3, or c4. 8...c5 9.0-0 
Qa5 10.Bd2 dxe5 11.fxe5 Nc6 12.e6!?. This is an interesting pawn-sacrifice 
for initiative. It cannot provide however White with an advantage. 12...fxe6+ 
In this sharp position, White should better refrain from the knight-sortie 
13.Ng5? Beckemeier — Grzesik, Germany 1988, because after Black’s cold- 
blooded response 13...Bd7 14.Bc4 cxd4 15.Qg4 dxc3 16.Be3 Rxfl+ 17.Rxfl 
QeS5 18.Qh3 h5p, he would parry the direct threats against his king preserving 
his material advantage. 


8...c5 
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9.0-0 


We have already mentioned several times that in similar positions the move 
9.Be3 is imprecise. 9...Qa5 10.Qd2 Nc6. Black increases the pressure against 
the enemy centre with every move. 11.0-0 cxd4 12.cxd4 Qxd2. The trade of 
the queens is a serious achievement for Black. White will be incapable of 
organising an attack against the enemy king in the endgame, so he will not 
have compensation for the vulnerability of his pawn-structure. 13.Bxd2 dxe5 
14.fxe5 Be6o 15.c3 Rfd8 16.Bf4 Rac8# 


9...dxe5 
Black wishes to clarify immediately the pawn-structure in the centre. 


GW 


10.fxe5 


It is possible that White should consider here capturing with the other 
pawn. After that his doubled c-pawns would look ugly, but on the other hand 
Black would not be able to exert pressure against the d4-square. 10.dxe5 Nc6 
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11.Qe2 b6 12.Be3 Qc7+ Horvath — Bagoly, Hungary 2004. Black’s pawn- 
structure is better, but his bishop on g7 1s severely restricted by the pawn on 
eS: 

Following 11.Qel1, Black should better exchange immediately his 
opponent’s active bishop. 11...Bf5!? 12.Bxf5 gxf5+ Kanefsck — Celis, Mar 
del Plata 1991. Later, he should try to trade as many major pieces as possible, 
because in the endgame White’s “bad” bishop may hurt him badly. 

11.Be3 b6 12.Qel Bf5!? Here again, Black should better trade the enemy 
bishop on d3 immediately. 13.Rd1 (After 13.Bxf5 gxf5 14.Rd1 Qc7, Black 
should gradually neutralise the activity of White’s pieces. 15.Qe2 Rad8 16.h3 
Qc8 17.Bf2 Rxd1 18.Rxd1 Bh6 19.g3 e6= The vulnerability of Black’s king 
becomes less and less important with every exchange of a piece, while 
White’s queenside pawns remain weak and vulnerable.) 13...Qc8. Black 
removes his queen under the juxtaposition with the enemy rook and prepares 
Rd8. 14.Qh4, Tirard — Spraggett, Metz 2010, 14...Rd8!? 15.Rd2 h6=, 
defending against Ng5. Black has a very solid position and White will hardly 
manage to break his opponent’s defence. 


10...Nc6 11.Be3 


About 11.Be4 Bg4 12.Be3 Qa5 — see 11.Be3. 

11...Bg4 12.Be4 Qa5 

Black has deployed actively his pieces. White’s defence of his pawn- 
weakness becomes more and more difficult with every move. 
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13.Qel 


The other possible defence of the c3-pawn has its defects as well. 13.Qd3 
Rad8 14.Qc4, Heidenfeld — Grimm, Stetten 1988, 14...Bxf3!? This is a 
concrete approach to the position. Black has in mind the knight-sacrifice on 
the d4-square. 15.Rxf3 cxd4 16.cxd4 Nxd4!? After this there begin 
interesting tactical complications advantageous for Black. 17.Bxd4 Rxd4 
18.Qxd4 Bxe5 19.Qd1 Qb4 20.Bxg6 (20.Bd3? Qd4—+; 20.c3 Qxe4? Black 
has a bishop and two pawns for the rook, moreover that White’s queenside 
has been weakened.) 20...Qd4+ 21.Kfl Qxal 22.Qxal Bxal 23.Be4 b63 
White will hardly manage to realise his extra pawn in this position with rooks 
and bishops of opposite colours. 

13...Rad8 

Black increases his pressure against the d4-square. 

14.Rb1 


Following 14.Rd1 Qxa2, White should better transpose to the main 
variation (15.Ral Qc4 — see 14.Rb1), because after the rather risky attempt 
15.Qh4?!, he would suffer material losses. 15...Bxf3 16.Rxf3 cxd4 17.cxd4 


NxeS5 18.Rh3 h5—+ Elci — Perez, Rio de Janeiro 2014. 


14...Qxa2!? 15.Ral Qc4 16.Bxc6 bxc6 17.Rxa7 
White has restored the material balance, but has parted with his powerful 
bishop on e4. 
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17...cxd4 


The seemingly attractive exchange-sacrifice 17...Bxf3 18.Rxf3 cxd4 
19.cxd4 Rxd4 would only facilitate White’s defence, because after 20.Bxd4 
Qxd4+ 21.Qf2 Bxe5 22.Rxe7 Qd6, he will have the resource 23.Qh4!+ — 
avoiding the threat Bd4 and protecting his rook at the same time. 

18.cxd4 Rd7 19.Rxd7 Bxd7? Petrovski — Ravic, Obrenovac 2010. The 
position has been simplified considerably, but Black can continue to play for 
a win for a long time without any risk. The reason for this is his powerful 
bishop-pair. 


B2) 4.dxe3 d6!? 
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With his last move White has demonstrated that he would rely on quick 
development, but Black’s plan to counter this is quite simple. He wishes to 
exchange his d6-pawn for the enemy e5-pawn and to try to simplify the 
position even more in order to utilise his pawn-majority on the kingside in the 
endgame. 

5.Nf3 


5.exd6 cxd6 (After the careless move 5...exd6 6.Nf3, White can transpose 
from the Alekhine Defence into one of the main variations of the Petroff 
Defence in which more than 10,000 games have been played.) 6.Bd3 g6 
7.Nf3 Bg7 8.h4 (8.Be3, Lemieux — Blanchette, Montreal 2017, 8...Nd7!?=, 
followed by Nf6. White has no central pawns at all and this might hurt him in 
the middle game.) 8...Bg4=, Black prevents the further advance of the h- 
pawn and pins the enemy knight, Lastin — Zinchenko, ICC 2010. 


5.Bf4. Now, just like after 5.Nf3, White wishes to hold on to the e5-square. 
5...Nc6 
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About 6.Nf3 dxe5 — see variation B2a. 

The move 6.exd6 is a strategical mistake, because after 6...e5!?, White loses 
his control over the centre. 7.,Bg3 Bxd6 8.Bb5 0-0!?3 Alho — Kiltti, Tampere 
2006. Black is not afraid of the exchange on c6, because he will have two 
powerful bishops as compensation for the compromised queenside pawn- 
structure. 

6.Bb5 Bd7 7.Qe2 (7.exd6 cxd6=) 7...dxe5 8.Bxe5 Nxe5 9.Qxe5. It may 
seem that White has an edge thanks to his lead in development, but after a 
series of precise moves Black manages to oust his opponent’s pieces from 
their active positions and to equalise. 9...f6 10.Qe2 c6 11.Bc4 Qc7. After 
Black has weakened the a2-g8 diagonal, he should better not castle kingside 
and prepare the evacuation of his king to safety on the queenside. 12.0-0-0, 
Sluka — Bazant, Czech Republic 1996, 12...e5!? Black is not afraid of the 
appearance of an isolated pawn in his position, because after that the game 
would be opened even more and his bishops would turn into powerful force. 
13.f4 0-0-0 14.fxe5 Qxe5 15.Qxe5 fxe5 16.Nf3 Re8 17.Rhel Bg4 18.Rxe5 
Rxe5 19.Nxe5 Bxd1. White’s extra pawn is insufficient to compensate the 
sacrificed exchange, so he should better comply with the repetition of moves. 
20.Nf7 Rg8 21.Kxd1 Ke7 22.Ne5 Rh8 23.Nf7 Rg8= 


5.Bc4 Nc6 (5...dxe5?? 6.Bxf7+—) 
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About 6.Nf3 dxe5 — see variation B2b. 

The careless move 6.Bf4?! would lead to a loss of material for White. 
6...dxe5 7.Qxd8+ Kxd8 8.0-0-0+ Ke8p Claessens — Vanderwaeren, Westerlo 
2004. 

6.exd6 cxd6. Here, White can develop quickly his pieces and establish a 
lead in that aspect, but the advantage of having central pawns in the middle 
game against flank pawns should gradually emphasize Black’s advantage. He 
would only need to complete the development of his pieces and to evacuate 
his king away from the centre without making any positional concessions. 
7.Nf3 e6 8.0-0 Be7 9.Rel 0-0 10.Bf4 Na5!? Black ousts the enemy bishop 
from the a2-g8 diagonal, after which he will be able to advance his central 
pawns, without worrying about the vulnerability of the d5-square. 11.Bfl e5 
12.Bcl, Salmoiraghi — Bozzali, Milan 2009, 12...Qc7!?3, impeding White’s 
pawn-advance c3-c4. He would hardly manage to use his knight on f3 1n the 
fight for the strategically important central d5-outpost. 


5...Nc6 


This is the right move for Black! The straightforward attempt to enter an 
endgame with the move 5...dxe5, which was a frequent guest into the 
tournament practice at the beginning of the 20th century has become almost 
obsolete nowadays, because after 6.Qxd8+ Kxd8 7.Nxe5 Ke8, Black lags 
horribly in development. Later, he would not have sufficient time to advance 
his pawns, because he would have to parry all the time his opponent’s threats. 
8.Be3 Nd7 9.Nc4 Nb6 10.0-0-0 e6 11.Nxb6. White trades the knights with 
the idea to force the black pawn to end up on the b6-square. 11...axb6, 
Balashov — Zhidkov, Baku 1972, 12.Bf4 c6 13.Bc7 Be7 14.Bxb6 Rxa2 
15.Kb1 Ra8 16.f42 Now, thanks to his lead in development, White has forced 
actions on the queenside where he has pawn-majority. In addition, with the 
help of the bishop on b6 and the rook on d1, White has won the fight for the 
d-file, while Black’s dominance over the open a-file would not promise him 
anything meaningful. 
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We will analyse in details now: B2a) 6.Bf4 and B2b) 6.Bc4. 


6.exd6. This reduction of the tension in the centre does not create any 
problems for Black. 6...cxd6 7.Bd3 g6 8.0-0 Bg7 9.Rel 0-0= Kolbasin — 


Nosenko, Alushta 2007. Later, White must play very carefully, because 
Black’s superior pawn-structure may become a decisive factor. 


Following 6.Bb5, Black does not need to worry about the doubling of his 
pawns on the c-file, because then his bishop-pair would compensate the 
defects of his pawn-structure. 6...g6!? 7.Bf4 Bg7 8.Qe2 0-0 9.0-0-0 Bg4 
10.Bxc6 bxc6 11.h3 Be6+, eyeing the enemy a2-pawn, Musyuk — Muradyan, 
Mamaia 2017. Later, Black will bring into the attack his major pieces on the 
semi-open b-file after which White will have great problems to parry the 
attack against his king. 


B2a) 6.Bf4 
White continues to fortify his central pawn, but now Black can exchange on 
e5 and force a transition into an endgame. 


6...dxe5!? 
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7.Qxd8+ 


Here, contrary to 5...dxe5, Black should not be afraid of this exchange, 
since he can capture on d8 with his knight and not with his king. 


White’s alternatives do not create any serious problems for Black. In fact, if 
he manages to advance his e- and f-pawns, he might even fight for the 
advantage. 


7.Bxe5. This move looks strategically risky, because now Black will have 
not only a superior pawn-structure, but also the two-bishop advantage. 
7...Qxd1+ 8.Rxd1 Nxe5 9.Nxe5 
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It would be sufficient for Black to equalise with the move 9...e6, but then 
after 10.Bb5+ Ke7 11.Bd7, he will have to part with his two-bishop 
advantage, Golubovic — Zugic, Neum 2005, 11...g5!? This is Black’s simplest 
road to equality. White can win a pawn 12.Bxc8 Rxc8 13.Rd7+ Ke8 14.Rxf7, 
but after 14...Bd6, will be forced to comply with the repetition of the 
position. 15.Rf6 Ke7 16.Rf7+ Ke8= 

9...a6. Black prevents Bb5. 10.Bd3 g6 11.Be4 Bg7= After the rather risky 
move 12.Nc6?! Jurkovic — Zelcic, Sibenik 2006, Black can maintain an 
advantage with 12...f5, defending against the checkmate with tempo. 13.Bf3 
a5!?, now it would be essential for Black not to allow his opponent to play 
Na5, after which White will create counterplay against the pawn on b7. 
14.Nd4 Ra6. Black’s bishop must remain on c8 in order to protect the b7- 
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square, so he brings his rook into the actions on the sixth rank. 15.Nb5 Rb6 
16.Nxc7+ Kf7. White fails to preserve his extra pawn. 17.b3 Bxc3+ 18.Ke2 
Be5 19.Nd5 Rd6? Black’s two-bishop advantage enables him to play for a 
win in this endgame without any risk. 


7.Nxe5 Qxd1+ 8.Rxd1 Nxe5 9.Bxe5 c6. Black’s plan includes the pawn- 
advances f7-f6 and e7-e5, but at first he must remove his pawn from the 
attack. 10.Bc4 (Following 10.f4, Black should better refrain from the plan, 
connected with f6 and e5 and continue simply with 10...Bf5, for example: 
11.Bd3 Bxd3 12.Rxd3, De Gleria — Forchert, Germany 2011, 12...f6!? 
13.Bd4 b6 14.h4 e6=, followed by Rd8, c6-c5, Bd6. Black must gradually 
equalise.) 10...f6 11.Bg3 e5 12.0-0 Bc5. He not only develops his bishop, but 
also prevents White from beginning an attack with his e5-pawn, after f2-f4. 
13.Rfel Bg4 14.Rd3 Rd8= Belkhodja — Lebel, Hyeres 1992. 


7...Nxd8 8.Bxe5 


Following 8.Nxe5, Black does not need to lose a tempo for the removal of 
his c7-pawn from the attack. 8...f6 9.Nf3 (9.Nc4 e5 10.Be3, Myagmarsuren — 
Westerinen, Siegen 1970, 10...Nf7!?= White’s knight is very powerful on c4, 
so Black plans to play Nd6.) 9...e5 10.Be3, Schild — Zelcic, Geneve 1994, 
10...Nf7!? He prepares the transfer of his knight to the d6-square, from where 
it would prevent the appearance of White’s bishop on c4 and would also 
close the d-file for White’s rooks. 11.Nd2 Nd6= If White does not obtain 
anything real out of his lead in development in the next few moves, then 
Black will end up in a better position thanks to his pawn-majority on the 
kingside. 


8...c6 
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9.0-0-0 


Following 9.Nd2 f6 10.Bg3, Lein — Martz, Chicago 1982, Black may begin 
an immediate pawn-offensive on the kingside. 10...h5!? 11.0-0-0 h4 12.Bf4 
e5 13.Be3 Nf7= If Black manages to complete the development of his pieces 
completely, he would maintain the advantage. 


9...£6 10.Bg3 


10.Bc7, Novak — Banas, Detva 1977. White wishes to provoke disharmony 
in the placement of his opponent’s pieces. 10...Ne6!? Black’s knight is placed 
in front of the e-pawn, but later he will manage to develop his bishop on the 
cl-h6 diagonal after the preliminary move g7-g6. He will advance e7-e5 only 
later. 11.Bg3 g6!? 12.Nd4 Bh6+ 13.Kb1 Nf4 14.Nb3 e5 15.Bxf4 Bxf4 
16.Bc4 Ke7= 


10...e5 
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11.Bc4 


11.Nd2. The transfer of the knight on the route Ne4-d6 will take too much 
time for White, so in the meantime Black will manage to complete his 
development. 11...Ne6 12.Bc4 Bd7 13.Ne4 0-0-0 14.Nd6+ Bxd6 15.Rxd6 
Rhe8 16.f3 Kc7= Regan — Rogoff, Pasadena 1978. White’s two-bishop 
advantage is compensated by Black’s better pawn-structure. 


11...Be7 12.Rhel Nf7 13.Nd2, Malbran — Soppe, Villa Martelli 1999, 
13...Nd6!? Black transfers his knight to a good position with tempo. 14.Bb3 
g5. It is essential for Black not to allow the move f2-f4, because despite the 
fact that it is an endgame, after an eventual opening of the game, his lag in 
development might hurt him seriously. 15.h4. On the contrary, White wishes 
to open the position in order to exploit Black’s lag in development. 15...gxh4 
16.Bxh4 Nf5 17.Rh1 h5 18.Ne4 Nxh4 19.Rxh4 Bg4 20.f3 Bd7= The 
vulnerability of the pawn on h5 is compensated by Black’s bishop-pair and 
the vulnerability of White’s pawns on the c-file. 


B2b) 6.Bc4 dxe5 
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7.Qe2!? 
White is reluctant to enter an endgame and sacrifices a pawn in order to 
outplay the opponent in tactical complications. 


After the routine exchange of the queens 7.Qxd8+ Nxd8, Black obtains 
effortlessly at least an equal position after he accomplishes the thematic 
pawn-advances f7-f6 and e7-e5 and exchanges his opponent’s actively placed 
bishop on c4 with the move Be6, or wins a tempo by attacking it with the 
move (Nf7-d6). 8.Nxe5 f6 9.Nd3 (9.Nf3. Here, White’s knight is not so well 
placed, because it impedes the pawn-advance f2-f4, while following 9...e5, it 
would be severely restricted by Black’s pawns on f6 and eS. 10.Be3, 
Makropoulos — Mariotti, Rome 1981, 10...Nf7!?3, followed by Nd6.) 9...e5 
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10.f4. White inflicts an immediate strike against the e5-square, but after 
10...e4 11.Nf2 £5, Black will obtain a protected passed pawn. 12.Be3 Be6 
13.Be2, Krnic — Zelcic, Omis 2004, 13...Nc6!? This is the simplest for Black. 
He wishes to deploy his pieces to active positions as quickly as possible. 
14.¢4. He is not afraid of the attack against the f5-pawn, because he can 
protect it reliably with the move 14...g63 

10.0-0. This is a quiet move with which Black gradually parries the activity 
of the enemy pieces. He obtains an edge thanks to his more elastic pawn- 
structure. 10...,Be6 11.Bb3, Nezhmetdinov — Spassky, Tbilisi 1959 (11.Bxe6. 
The exchange of the bishops enables Black to solve the problem with the 
development of his knight on d8. 11...Nxe6 12.Rel g5!?3, taking some 
measures against the move f2-f4, Lane — Adams, Brighton 1980.) 11...c5!?, 
Black is threatening c5-c4 and thus forces the trade of the light-squared 
bishops. 12.Bxe6 Nxe6? White does not have an active plan for his actions. 
He will soon need to begin defending passively fighting against his 
opponent’s pawn-majority on the kingside. 

10.Be3 Be6 
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11.Bb5+ c6 12.Ba4 a5~, with the idea b7-bS. 

11.Bxe6. The voluntary exchange on e6 enables Black to activate his 
knight. 11...Nxe6 12.0-0-0 Bd6? Black not only develops his bishop to an 
active position, but also prevents the pawn-advance f2-f4, Parkanyi — Mozes, 
Eger 1991. White has no compensation for his doubled pawns. 

11.Bb3 Bd6 12.c4, Druckenthaner — Neubauer, Austria 2001, White saves 
his bishop from an exchange and at least is not worse after that (12.0-0-0?! 
Bxb3 13.cxb3 Ne6 14.f3, Milosevic — Cosma, Kragujevac 1995, 14...a5!?3, 
impeding the advance of White’s queenside pawns). 12...a5!? 13.c5. Now, 
White is not afraid of the trade of the bishops, because he is quite active on 
the queenside. 13...Be7+ It is an endgame, but the position is complicated 
enough and both sides have their trumps. Later, White will try to advance his 
pawn-majority on the queenside, while Black will seek his chances on the 
other side of the board. 
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7..£6 


8.Be3!? 


This is White’s most precise move with which he prepares castling 
queenside. 
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8.0-0 e6 9.Be3 Bd6 — see 8.Be3. 


The tricky move 8.Bh6 leads to difficulties for White if Black plays 
correctly. 8...e6 (8...gxh6?? 9.Rd1 Bd7 10.Ng5+—) 9.Rd1 Qe7? McDonald — 
Sutter, Zug 1991. Black has parried his opponent’s first attacking wave and 
can rely on obtaining an advantage thanks to his extra pawn and dominance 
in the centre. 


After the straightforward move 8.Nh4, Black has again a reliable defence. 
8...26+ 9.f4?! This seemingly active move only helps Black to get rid of his 
doubled pawns and contributes to the activation of his bishop on f8. 9...exf4 


10.Bxf4 e5y Parkanyi — Fogarasi, Zalakaros 1991. 


8...e6 
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9.Nd2! 


After 9.Nh4?!, Black parries the threat of the enemy queen-sortie to the h5- 
square with the move 9...Qd7p 

9.0-0?! Now, contrary to castling queenside, White will have to lose a 
tempo in order to occupy the d-file with his rook. 9...Bd6 10.Nh4 Qe7p 
Hoffmann — Pajeken, Germany 2001. He has no compensation for the 
sacrificed pawn. 


9...Ne7!? 
Black prepares the transfer of his knight to the d5-square. 


After the natural move 9...Bd6, Couto — Parisi, Email 2004, White can 
obtain an advantage in a rather surprising way: 10.Qh5+! g6 11.Qe2 0-0 12.0- 
0-0+ He has lost two tempi on manoeuvres with his queen, but has provoked 
the pawn-advance g7-g6 and can begin an attack now against the enemy king 
with the move h4-h5. 


10.0-0-0 Nd5= 
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It is only the forthcoming tournament practice that might show what is 
more important — Black’s extra pawn, or White’s lead in development. 


Chapter 8 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.c4 Nb6 4.c5 The 
Chase Variation 
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4.c5 

This is the move after which there arises the Chase Variation. White 
continues to attack the enemy knight with his pawns. Still, as it is well 
known, the pawns cannot come back and White may have problems later 
with his far advanced pawn on c5. On the other hand, Black must play very 
precisely in order to get rid of his opponent’s pawn-bind. We must also 
mention the fact that that in this variation of the Alekhine Defence Black 
must try to avoid the transposition to the variation from the Sicilian Defence 
with the move 2.3. In fact, the Chase Variation against the Alekhine 
Defence is often chosen by the players who prefer to use the Alapin System 
against the Sicilian Defence. So, Black should try to avoid entering positions, 
which would be more familiar to the players with White. 


About 4.d4 d6 — see Chapter 10. 


If White refrains from the move d2-d4 for a longer period of time, he may 
end up gradually in an inferior position. 4.Nf3 d6 
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About 5.d4 g6, or 5.Nc3 g6 6.d4 Bg7 — see Chapter 14, variation B. 

After 5.Be2, Black can already begin a fight for the d4-square with the line: 
5...dxe5!? 6.Nxe5 c5+ 

5.exd6 cxd6 6.b3 (It is more reliable for White to choose here 6.d4 g6 — see 
Chapters 12-13) 6...e5!? 7.Nc3, Gerlagh — De Lange, Maastricht 2012, 
7...Nc6!?=, followed by Be7, 0-0, f7-f5, e5-e4. 


4.b3 c5!? Now, it would not be easy for White to advance d2-d4, because 
on his next move Black plans to bring his knight onto the fight for the d4- 
square. 5.Bb2 (5.Nf3 Nc6 6.Bb2 d6 — see 5.Bb2) 5...Nc6 6.Nf3 d6 7.exd6 
Qxd6 8.d4. White cannot postpone this pawn-advance any more, because 
Black would play e7-e5 and White will have to forget about the idea d2-d4. 
(8.Nc3?! e53; 8.Be2?! e5 9.0-0 Be7) 8...cxd4 9.Nxd4, Sardy — Lendwai, 
Austria 2014, 9...e5!? Black is not afraid of weakening his queenside pawn- 
structure and is even ready to sacrifice a pawn relying on the quickest 


possible mobilisation of his forces. 10.Nxc6 Qxd1+ 11.Kxd1 bxc6 12.Bxe5 
Bf5°, followed by 0-0-0. It is an endgame indeed, but White’s lag in 
development hurts him horribly and his extra pawn is practically irrelevant. 


4.Nc3 d6 5.f4?! White is trying to play originally, but all this would not end 
up well for him. (There arises a difficult endgame for White after the 
untimely line: 5.d4?! dxe5 6.dxe5 Qxd1+ 7.Nxd1 Nc6 8.f4 Bf5 9.Ne3 Bed. 
He should better play here 5.Nf3 g6 6.d4 Bg7 — see Chapter 14, variation B, 
or 5.exd6 cxd6 6.d4 g6 — see Chapter 11.) 5...dxe5 6.fxe5 c5 7.Nf3 Nc6? The 
vulnerability of the d4-square is a serious defect of White’s position, 
moreover that his backward d-pawn does not beautify his position either. 


The move 4.a4 leads to interesting and non-standard developments. 4...a5!? 
This is the simplest move for Black. He must stop immediately his 
opponent’s rook-pawn; otherwise, his knight will have to seek a new square 
to go to... 
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5.Nc3 d6 6.exd6 exd6 7.d4 Nc6 8.Be2 Be7 9.Nf3, Degtiarev — Will, 
Reykjavik 2011, 9...0-0!? 10.0-0 Bf5= White will have no chances of 
obtaining an advantage in the opening due to the vulnerability of the b4- 


square. 

5.c5. This move does not look good for White, because after 5...Nd5, the 
b4-square becomes horribly weak. 6.Nc3 (6.Bc4 e6 7.d4, Pirs — Mestek, 
Sentjur 2010, 7...b63) 6...Nb4 7.Bc4 (7.Nf3 d63) 7...d5 8.cxd6 exd6 9.Qb3, Lu 
Shanglei — Bu Xiangzhi, Xinghua 2012, White is trying to exert pressure 
against the f7-square (9.exd6?! Bxd6}1) 9...Be6!? Black sacrifices a pawn and 
seizes the initiative. 10.Bxe6 fxe6 11.Qxe6+ Be7 12.exd6 Qxd6 13.Qxd6 
Bxd6? White has an extra pawn, but his game is difficult. On the other hand, 
it is quite easy to play this position with Black. He can continue with Nb8-c6 
and after castling kingside, or queenside, he can place his rooks on the “‘f” 
and “e” files, or on the “e” and “d” files, after which White will hardly 
manage to neutralise his opponent’s pressure against his position. 

5.d4 d6 6.exd6 exd6 7.Nc3 (7.Ra3. This original transfer of the rook along 
the third rank leads to difficulties for White. 7...Be7 8.Rg3, Guerra Tulcan — 
Viterbo Ferreira, Quito 2012, 8...Nc6!? 9.Rxg7 Bf53) 7...Nc6 8.Be2 Be7 
9.Nf3, Degtiarev — Will, Reykjavik 2011, 9...0-0!?=, followed by Bf5, Re8, 
Bf6. The inclusion of the moves a2-a4 and a7-a5 has turned out to be in 
favour of Black, because he can always oust White’s piece from the b5- 
square with the move c7-c6, while White cannot do the same with an enemy 
piece on the b4-square. 

5.Ra3. White saves a tempo for the move d2-d4, in order to check the 
enemy king with the rook from the e3-square. Still, the game of chess is 
about checkmates and not checks... 5...d6 6.exd6 exd6!? 7.Re3+ (7.d4 Be7 — 
see 5.d4; 7.Rg3?! d53) 7...Be7 8.d4 0-0 9.Nf3 Nc6 10.Be2 Nb4? White has no 
compensation for the vulnerability of the b4-square and his rook is not so 
well placed on the e3-square in a board full of pieces. 


4...Nd5 
White cannot continue to chase the enemy knight with his pawns, but can 
continue to do that with his pieces. 
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We will analyse now: A) 5.d4, B) 5.Bc4 and 5.C) Nc3. 


About 5.Nf3 d6 6.cxd6 exd6 7.d4 dxe5 — see 5.d4. 


A) 5.d4 d6!? 
Black attacks immediately the cramping enemy pawns on c5 and e5. 
6.cxd6 


Following 6.Bc4?! dxe5 7.dxe5 e6, White will have problems with the 
protection of his pawn on c5. 8.Q¢4. He exerts pressure against the g7-square 
and thus prevents the capturing on c5, therefore Black plans to advance his h- 
pawn with the idea to force the retreat of the enemy queen from the g-file. 
8...Nd7 9.Nf3 h5 10.Qg3, Faraoni — Palma Espinoza, Email 1999, 10...h4!? 
11.Qg4 h3 12.Bg5 hxg2. Black has failed to oust his opponent’s queen away 
from the g-file, but with this intermediate exchange he weakens considerably 
White’s kingside pawn-structure. 13.Qxg2 Be7 14.Bxe7 Qxe7 15.Qxg7 Qf8 
16.Rg1 Qxg7 17.Rxg7 Kf8 18.Rg3 Nxc5? The forced developments are over. 
White’s position does not look so attractive due to the weakness of his pawn 
on h2. 


6...exd6!? 
With this move Black is still within the lines of the Alekhine Defence. 


The move 6...cxd6= also equalises, but leads to variations from the Alapin 
system in the Sicilian Defence. 


=i ite Al oe 


7.Nf3 


7.Qb3. This early queen-sortie does not create any problems for Black. 
7...dxe5!? (7...Nb6!?+) 8.Bc4 c6 9.dxe5, Maciejewski — Zelcic, Belgorod 
1991, 9...Na6!? Black’s knight is headed for the c5-square. 10.Ne2 (10.Bxa6 
Qa53) 10...Nc5 11.Qf3 Be6= Black’s pieces have been deployed 
harmoniously and actively. He will soon complete the development of his 
kingside and will castle. 


7.Bc4 Nb6 8.Bb3 dxe5!? Black should not be afraid of the sortie of the 
enemy queen to the h5-square, because White is not well developed and such 
a hasty attack has no chances of success at all. 9.Qh5 (9.dxe5 Qxd1+ 10.Bxd1 
Nc6n, followed by Bf5(Be6), 0-0-0) 9...Bb4+. This is the point! Black 


develops his bishop with tempo and on his next move he will not only protect 
the f7-square, but will also evacuate his king away from the centre. 10.Nc3 0- 
0 11.dxe5 Be6 12.Bce2 g6 13.Qh6 Qd4. White lags horribly in development as 
a result of his fruitless attacking dreams and now, he cannot protect 
simultaneously on c3 and e5. 14.Nge2 QxeS5p 


7...0xe5!? 
Black clarifies immediately the pawn-structure in the centre. 
8.Nxe5 


After 8.dxe5, Black obtains an excellent position after a plan, connected 
with castling queenside. 8...Be6!? 9.Bc4 Nc6 10.0-0 Qd7 11.Qe2 0-0-03 Kruk 
— Lagergren, [CCF 2014. 


8...Bb4+ 9.Bd2 0-0 10.Bc4 


After 10.Nc3, Vatter — Gruettner, Boeblingen 1999, Black can play 
advantageously 10...c5!?3, so that after the exchange of the pawn on d4, to 
manage to undermine the base under the centralised enemy knight. 
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10...Bxd2+. Black is playing against an isolated enemy pawn in the centre, 
so the exchanges of pieces should be in his favour. 11.Qxd2 Nb6!? 12.Bb3 
N8d7=, followed by Nf6, increasing the control over the strategically 
important d5-square. The activity of White’s pieces may turn out to be 
insufficient to compensate the weakness of his isolated pawn. 


B) 5.Bc4 e6!? 

This move seems much more logical and stronger than 5...c6. Black not 
only protects his knight, but also attacks the enemy pawn on c5 without 
depriving his own knight of the c6-square. 
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6.d4 
About 6.Nc3 Bxc5 — see variation C3. 
6.Bxd5 exd5 7.d4 b6 — see 6.d4. 


The move 6.Qg4?! looks premature. 6...h5!? 7.Qg3, Sutarno — Torre, 
Jakarta 2012, 7...Nc6 8.Nf3 Qe7!? White has problems with the protection of 


his pawn on c5. 9.Bxd5 (9.d4 Nxd4! 10.Nxd4 Qxc5—+) 9...Qxce5py 
6...b6!? 
Black wishes to exchange the c5-pawn for his a-pawn, moreover that the 


move 6...d6, after 7.cxd6 cxd6, would lead to the Alapin variation of the 
Sicilian Defence, which Black wishes to avoid. 
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7.cxb6 

White often tries to complicate the game, by postponing the exchange on 
b6, for example: 7.Q¢4. This untimely activity however, leads to difficulties 
for him. 7...bxc5 8.Bg5 h5! This is an important intermediate move. 9.Qg3 h4 
10.Q¢4 f5. With a black pawn on h4, White does not have a good square for 
his queen to retreat to. 11.exf6 Nxf6 12.Bd3, Steffan — Burk, ICCF 1989, 
12...Be7 13.Bg6+ Kf8 14.Qf4 Bb7 15.Nf3 Bxf3!? Black exchanges an 
important defender of White’s central squares. 16.Qxf3 Nc6p White does not 
have sufficient compensation for the sacrificed pawn, because his pieces do 
not control the centre. 


7.Nf3 bxc5 8.Bxd5 (8.Nc3, Rahls — Keller, Bad Woerishofen 2007, 8...c6!? 


3 White leads in development; nevertheless, his compensation for the pawn is 
insufficient. There arises a complicated positional battle after 8.dxc5 Bb7+ 
White’s game is freer, but his c5-pawn would need permanent protection.) 
8...exd5 9.dxc5 c6. Black has fortified reliably his d5-pawn. 10.Qd4, Potkin — 
Chigladze, Batumi 2002. Here, Black could have exploited the early sortie of 
the enemy queen at the centre of the board with the move 10...Na6!?=, 
followed by Nc7-e6. 


7.Nc3!? This is an interesting pawn-sacrifice, which has not been analysed 
extensively yet. 7...Nxc3 8.bxc3 bxc5 9.d5 Qh4 10.Qd3 Be7 (Black lags in 
development and he should better refrain from 10...Qg4 11.Nh3f — the 
capturing on g2 would lose the queen for him.) 
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11.Nf3 Qg4 12.0-0 0-0 13.Rd1. White has very good compensation for the 
pawn and Black’s play is not easy at all. 13...a5 14.Be3 d6 15.h3 Qf5. He is 
trying to equalise by simplifying the position. 16.dxe6 Bxe6 17.Qxf5 Bxf5 
18.Bg5. White exchanges the important defender of the pawn on d6 and 
restores the material balance, but the position is simplified after that even 
more. 18...Bxg5 19.Nxg5 Nd7 20.exd6 cxd6 21.Rxd6 Ne5 22.Be2 h6 23.Nf3 
Ng6= White’s pieces are a bit more active, but Black has nothing to be afraid 


ee 


of. 

11.Nh3 0-0 12.0-0 exd5 13.Qxd5 c6 14.Qd3 d6!? Black gives back his 
extra pawn, but activates considerably his bishop on c8. 15.exd6 Bf6 16.Nf4 
Be5 17.Rel Nd7 18.Re4 Qf6 19.Ne6. This is an interesting pawn-sacrifice, 
but Black can hold the balance with an accurate play. 19...fxe6 20.f4 Bxc3 
21.Rxe6 Bd4+ 22.Kfl Kh8 23.Rxf6 Rxf6. White has managed to win the 
enemy queen, but with his next moves Black will capture the important 
enemy pawn on d6 and will have quite sufficient compensation for his queen. 
24.Rb1 Ne5 25.Qb3 Nxc4 26.Qxc4 Bf5 27.Rb7 Rxd6= Black’s pieces are 
very well coordinated, while White’s king 1s not so reliably placed. 


7.Bxd5. White trades the powerful centralised enemy knight, but presents 
his opponent with the two-bishop advantage. 7...exd5 
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About 8.Nf3 bxc5 — see 7.Nf3. 
8.cxb6 axb6 — see 7.cxb6. 
8.Be3 Na6+, Black increases his pressure against the c5-square. 
After 8.b4, Black equalises by exchanging pawns: 8...bxc5!? 9.bxc5 d6= 
8.Nc3 c6 9.b4. Black’s bishop on c8 and his knight on b8 have just one 
square to go to — a6. Therefore, he should at first transfer the knight to c7 and 


play after that Ba6. 9...Na6 10.Rb1 Nc7 11.Be3, Breuer — Ward, ICCF 2008, 
11...Ba6!? 12.f4 Be7 13.Nf3 0-03 Black’s two-bishop advantage is more 
important here than White’s extra space. Black’s light-squared bishop is 
particularly strong, since it has no opponent. 


7...AXb6 

Black’s plan is becoming clear. His rook on a8 has entered the actions from 
its initial square. Later, he will either try to trade the light-squared bishops 
with the move Ba6, or will develop the bishop on the long diagonal with Bb7. 
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8.Nf3 
This is a natural developing move. 


8.Nh3. White’s knight will be less active on this square than on f3, Kozak — 
Yuffa, Sochi 2017, 8...Bb4+ 9.Bd2 Bxd2+ 10.Qxd2 0-03 Black’s pawn- 
structure is more elastic and this provides him with a slight but stable 
advantage. 


The move 8.Nc3 leads to the appearance of an isolated pawn on a2 in 
White’s camp, as well as to a weakness on c3. 8...Nxc3 9.bxc3 d5. Black 


wishes to fix the enemy pawn on c3 and to try to transfer his knight later to 
the c4-outpost. 10.Bd3 Bao 11.Bxa6 (11.Nf3 Be7 12.0-0 0-03 Koskoska — 
Bogdanovski, Struga 2015) 11...Rxa6. Black captures here with his rook, 
since he plans to transfer his knight later along the route: Nc6-a5-c4. 12.Q¢4 
(12.Nh3, Machulsky — Agzamov, Lvov 1974, 12...Nc6p, followed by Na5- 
c4.) 12...Nc6 13.Nh3 h5 14.Qe2 Ra7 15.0-0 Na5? Black maintains a stable 
advantage and White’s pseudo-active move 16.f4?! would only worsen his 
position, because after 16...g6,1, he would hardly manage to advance f4-f5. 
This means that the pawn on f4 would only restrict White’s own minor 
pieces, Buchanan — Parkes, Torquay 1982. 


8.Ne2 d6 9.0-0. Here, Black can refrain from the plan, connected with the 
exchange of the light-squared bishops and develop it instead on the long 
diagonal. 9...Bb7 10.Qb3 dxe5. After the exchange of the pawns, Black 
obtains the c5-square for his minor pieces. 11.dxe5, Potkin — Neverov, St 
Petersburg 2000, 11...Bc5!? 12.Nbc3 0-0 13.Ne4 Nd7 14.Nxc5 Nxc5 15.Qh3. 
Black’s knights have occupied excellent positions, while White’s two-bishop 
advantage would just disappear after 15...Ba6. 16.Bxa6 Rxa63 — Black’s 
prospects are preferable thanks to his actively deployed pieces. 


8.Bxd5. The exchange of the powerful bishop for the enemy knight would 
not solve the problems for White. 8...exd5 
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9.Qf3?! Nc6 10.Qxd5 Bb7 11.Nf3 Na5 12.Qb5, Nun — Hausner, Trnava 
1980, 12...Ba6!? Black develops active actions on the light squares, 
emphasizing the defects of White’s plan, begun with his move 8. 13.Qd5 Bd3 
14.Ng5 Bc4 15.Qf3 Bb4+ 16.Bd2 Nc6p Black’s initiative increases with 
every move, while White has even problems to evacuate his king away from 
the centre. 

Black can counter 9.Nf3 with the powerful resource 9...Ba6, impeding his 
opponent’s castling kingside. 10.Nc3 Bb4. Black does not allow his opponent 
to cover the fl-a6 diagonal with the move Ne2. 11.Bd2 Bxc3 12.Bxc3, 
Bonow — Bendig, chessfriend.com 2006, 12...d6!? The presence of bishops 
of opposite colours on the board is in favour of Black, because his bishop is 
much more active than its counterpart. 

9.Ne2. White wishes to be able to castle after Black’s move Ba6. 9...d6. 
Now, White’s knight on e2 is incapable of joining in the fight for the central 
e5-square, so Black begins active actions in the centre. 10.Bf4 dxe5 11.Bxe5, 
Martin Hernandez — Granda Zuniga, La Laguna 2007, 11...Nc6!?3 Now, 
White must either comply with the exchange of his bishop, or retreat it from 
the e5-square. In both cases he would not be attacking the g7-square any 
more and Black would manage to complete the development of his kingside 


pieces. 

9.Nc3 Nc6!? This is an interesting pawn-sacrifice. Black wishes to open the 
position in the centre with the move d7-d6, in order to activate his bishops. 
10.Nxd5, Horvath — Petrov, Karvina 2013, 10...d6!? 11.Bg5 Qd7 12.Nf3 
dxe5 13.dxe5 Ra5. Black’s rook enters the actions on the fifth rank and White 
will not manage to hold on to his extra material. 14.Nc3 Nxe5 15.Qxd7+ 
Bxd7? Black has a stable advantage thanks to his powerful bishop-pair. 


8...Ba6 
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9.Bxa6 
9.Bxd5 exd5 — see 8.Bxd5. 


9.Nbd2 Be7 10.0-0 Bxc4 11.Nxc4 0-0? Shepetkova — Danilenko, Voronezh 
2007. 


9.b3 Bb4+ 10.Bd2 Nc6 11.0-0 Bxd2 12.Qxd2 Nce7. After White has played 
b2-b3, naturally, it is not good for Black to exchange on c4. 13.Rel h6 
14.Qe2 Bb7!?3 Machulsky — Bagirov, Kirovabad 1973. Black has a superior 


pawn-structure and a powerful outpost for his minor pieces at the centre of 
the board. 


9...Nxa6 10.0-0 
10.Nc3. White wishes to exchange his opponent’s centralised knight, but 
this would lead to the weakening of his pawn-structure. 10...Nxc3 11.bxc3 d5 


12.Ng5 Qd7 13.f4 h6 14.Nf3 Be7? Thiel — Honfi, Altensteig 1989. 


10...Be7 
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11.Ne3 


The transfer of the knight to the e4-square cannot solve White’s defensive 
problems. 11.Nbd2 0-0 12.Ne4, Berndt — Behrhorst, Germany 1982, 12...c5!? 
3 Black’s knight is misplaced at the edge of the board, so he wishes, after the 
preliminary exchange on d4, to transfer it to the c5-square. 


11...Nxc3 12.bxc3 0-0 13.Qe2 d5 
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14.exd6 
If White refrains from capturing en passant, for example: 14.Bf4, Bergen — 
Ager, Arco 2011, Black will obtain a very promising position improving the 
placement of his knight on a6. 14...Nb8!? 15.c4. Without this move, Black 
would have blocked White’s weak pawn after Nc6-a5-c4. 15...Ra4 16.Rfcl 


Nc6p White wanted to get rid of his weak pawn on c3, but created another 
target for an attack by the enemy pieces — the pawn on d4. 


14...cxd6 15.Bf4 Nb8. Black’s knight is headed for the d7-square with the 
idea to protect the weakness on b6. 16.a4 Nd7 17.Rfb1 Qc7 18.c4 Rfc8 
19.Nd2 Ra6? Here, in order to evaluate this position correctly, 1t would be 
sufficient to count the pawn-islands. Black has two, while White has one 
more... 


C) 5.Nc3 e6!? 
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Black can refrain from playing 5...Nxc3 for the moment, since he should 
not be afraid of the capturing on d5. We will analyse now: C1) 6.Nxd5, C2) 
6.d4 and C3) 6.Bc4. 


It is obviously bad for White to try the queen-sortie 6.Qf3?! — after 6...Bxc5 
7.Nxd5 exd5, he must make another move with his queen in order to restore 
the material balance and his lag in development would become a very 
important factor for the evaluation of the position. 8.Qxd5 d6 9.Nf3 0-0n, 
followed by Nc6 and Be6, Gheng — Rastert, Boeblingen 2000. 


6.Q¢4. White’s pressure against the g7-square is not dangerous for Black. 
6...d6!? This is his simplest and most reliable way of equalising (If Black 
wishes to try for more than that, he might opt for 6...b6=...). 7.cxd6 cxd6 
8.Nf3 Nc6. Black continues to increase his pressure against the e5-square. 
9.Bb5 Bd7 10.exd6 Nf6 11.Qg3, Green — Pepe, Italy 2000, 11...Nh5!? 
12.Qh3 Nf4= White should better not refrain from the repetition of moves, 
because after 13.Qg4?!, Black would have the resource 13...e5 14.Qg3 Nh5 
and White would be incapable of avoiding the trade of the queens. 


C1) 6.Nxd5 

The doubling of the pawns on the d-file would not harm Black, because he 
can always play later d7-d6, trading one of his doubled pawns. 

6...exd5 7.d4 
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7...06 


It is less effective here for Black to undermine the enemy centre with his 
flank pawn 7...b6, because after 8.Be3 bxc5 9.dxc5 c6 10.64, he would end 
up in a cramped position. After 10...Ba6, White would maintain a stable edge 
with the move 11.Be2!?? 


8.cxd6 


White’s attempt to preserve his pawn on c5, since it cramps Black’s 
position, would lead to difficulties for White. 8.Be3 dxe5 9.dxe5 c6 10.Nf3 
Qa5+!? Black forces a transition to a better endgame. 11.Qd2 Qxd2+ 
12.Kxd2 Bg43, followed by Nd7. White’s pawns on c5 and e5 are excellent 
targets for Black’s pieces. 


8...cxd6 9.Nf3 Nc6 
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10.Be2 


It would be a loss of a tempo for White to play here 10.Bf4, because after 
10...dxe5 11.dxe5 Bb4+, White will have to lose a tempo for the retreat of his 
bishop. 12.Bd2 Bxd2+ 13.Qxd2 0-0 14.Rd1 Qe7? White’s e5-pawn is weak 
and his king has not castled yet. 


10.a3. White is preparing the occupation of additional space on the 
queenside with the move b2-b4. 10...Be7 11.Be2 0-0 12.b4, Reichel — Kais, 
Baden 2016, 12...Bf5!?+ White has restricted the enemy knight on c6 and has 
impeded the standard enemy manoeuvre for similar positions Na5-c4, but 
Black can utilise his knight in another fashion. After the preliminary moves 
Qd7, Be4, he can play Nd8-e6, obtaining very good prospects. 


10.h3. White prevents the possible pin of his knight (Bg4), but this is hardly 
worth the lost tempo. His position 1s not inferior yet, but a single imprecise 
move by him may lead to an advantage for Black. 10...dxe5 11.dxe5 Bb4+ 


12.Bd2 Qe7 13.Bxb4 Qxb4+ 14.Qd2 Qe4? Charvin — Zawadzka, Aix les 
Bains 2011. Black has activated his queen, while White’s pawn on e5 would 
need permanent protection. 


10.exd6. This capture only enhances the development of Black’s pieces. 
10...Bxd6 11.Be2 Bf5 12.0-0 0-0 13.a3. White defends against Nb4-c2. 
13...h6!? Black is preparing the development of his queen to the f6-square, 
defending in advance against Bg5 and makes a leeway for his king in the 
process. 14.Be3 Qf6? Farias — Da Silva, Rio de Janeiro 2011. Black’s pieces 
have been more actively deployed. 


10.Bd3. White’s bishop is more active here than on the e2-square, but in 
some variations Black’s bishop-sortie to the g4-square would be rather 
unpleasant for White. 10...dxe5 
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11.dxe5 Bb4+ 12.Bd2 Bxd2+ 13.Qxd2 0-0 14.0-0 Bg4 15.Qf4. White has 
become the defending side. 15...Bxf3 16.Qxf3 Nxe5 17.Bxh7+. He restores 
the material balance, but now Black obtains a passed pawn in the centre. 
17...Kxh7 18.Qh5+ Kg8 19.Qxe5 Re8 20.Qd4 Re4. He is trying to eliminate 
the blockade of his passed pawn. 21.Qd3 (21.Qd2, Teglas — Zanaty, Hungary 


ja Y ogg ny Co 


2015, 21...d4f) 21...Qa5 22.a3 Rae8= Soto Paez — Zambrano, Lecheria 2014. 

11.Nxe5. This move seems stronger than capturing with the pawn, because 
now Black does not have the possibility Bg4. 11...Bb4+ 12.Bd2 Qb6. He is 
trying to organise counterplay against the pawn on d4. 13.Nxc6 (Abou13.0-0 
Bxd2 14.Qxd2 0-0 15.Nxc6 bxc6 — see 13.Nxc6.) 13...bxc6 14.0-0 Bxd2 
15.Qxd2 0-0 (It is less reliable for Black to play here 15...Qxd4, Zelic — 
Horvath, Opatija 1995, because after 16.Racl!? Bd7 17.Rfd1 Kf8+, White 
would have full compensation for the pawn and his game would be much 
easier from the practical point of view.) 16.Racl g6 17.Rc5 Re8 18.b3 a5. 
Black is trying to organise counterplay against White’s queenside pawns. 
Still, Black must play very energetically; otherwise, White would manage to 
concentrate on Black’s weak c6-pawn. 19.Rel Rxel+ 20.Qxel Bd7 21.Qc3 
a4 22.b4 a3,,, fixing the weakness on a2 and preparing Ra4, Gerard — 
Dreisch, ICCF 2016. 


10...dxe5 11.Nxe5 

Following 11.dxe5, Black equalises effortlessly by simplifying the position. 
11...Bb4+ 12.Bd2 Bxd2+!? 13.Qxd2 0-0 14.0-0, Petersen — Brondum, 
Frederiksberg 1972, 14...Re8!?= The weaknesses of the pawns on d5 and e5 
about balance each other. 


11...Bd6!? 
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Black is not afraid of ending up with a weakness on c6, since it is easily 
defensible. 
12.0-0 


About 12.Nf3 0-0 13.0-0 Bf5 — see 10.exd6. 
12.Nxc6 bxc6 13.0-0 0-0 — see 12.0-0. 
12.Qa4, Pazos Gambarrotti — Anand, Dubai 1986, 12...Bb4° 


12...0-0!? 
This is the only good move for Black! 


His attempt to gobble material 12...Nxe5?, may end up very badly for him: 
13.dxe5+ BxeS5? 14.Bb5+ Kf8 15.Rel+— 


13.Nxc6 
Black can parry easily the attack against his d5-pawn. 13.Bf3, Holmsten — 
Norri, Finland 2007, 13...Be6!? 14.Nxc6 bxc63 


13...bxc6 
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14.Be3, Kiik — Ignatiev, St Petersburg 1997, 14...f5!?3 with the rather 
unpleasant threat f5-f4. The activity of Black’s pieces increases with every 
move and he can easily protect his weak pawn on c6 with his bishop from d7. 


C2) 6.d4 
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6...Nxc3 


After 6...d6 7.cxd6 cxd6 8.Nf3, there arises by transposition the Alapin 
variation in the Sicilian Defence. 


7.bxe3 b6!? 
This is the right move for Black! 


It is less precise for him to opt here for 7...d6 and not only because after 
8.cxd6 cxd6, there arises a position from the Alapin variation, but also 
because with the move 9.f4!?, White can fight for an advantage in the 
opening. 
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9...dxe5 10.fxe5! White is not afraid of the move 10...Qh4+, because after 
11.Ke2!?, he wins at first a tempo for the development of his pieces by 
attacking the enemy queen (Nf3) and then accomplishes an artificial castling. 
11...Bd7 12.Nf3 Qd8 13.Kf2 Bc6 14.Bd3 Be7 15.Rfl Nd7 16.Kg1+ 
Sveshnikov — Filippov, Moscow 1999. Black can hardly find a safe haven for 
his king, because it would come under the attack of the enemy pieces on the 
kingside. 

9...Nc6 10.Nf3 d5 11.Bd3 Na5. Black will concentrate his actions against 
his opponent’s weak queenside pawns. Still, his position is cramped and he 
lags in development. 12.0-0 Be7 13.Ng5 g6, Sveshnikov — Bagirov, Podolsk 
1992, 14.h4!?+. White’s kingside initiative compensates with an interest his 
pawn-weaknesses on the queenside. 
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8.cxb6 


8.Be3, Poulheim — De Groot, ICCF 2009, 8...bxc5!? 9.dxc5 Ba6+ White 
has managed to preserve his pawn on c5, which cramps Black’s position, but 
now, his queenside pawn-structure has been considerably weakened. 


8.Qf3. This is the beginning of a rather dubious plan for White. Black can 
parry easily the threat against his rook on a8, while White’s knight would be 
deprived of its habitual square for development — f3. 8...Nc6 9.cxb6 axb6 
10.Nh3 Bb7 11.Qg3 Ra5!? This is a multi-purpose move. Now, Black will 
have the possibility to attack the pawn on a2 with Qa8, but will also manage 
to undermine his opponent’s central pawn with d7-d6. 12.Bd3 d6p Kroes — 
Stilman, Email 2009. Black has seized firmly the initiative. 


8.Nf3!? This is an interesting pawn-sacrifice for initiative. Meanwhile, 
Black’s defensive resources are quite sufficient. 8...bxc5 9.d5, Bokros — 
Sadler, Email 2009, 9...Be7!? He prevents the penetration of White’s pieces 
to the g5-square. 10.h4. White insists on this. 10...exd5. The opening of the 
centre would lead to the appearance of pawn-weaknesses in Black’s position, 


but White will be deflected from his intentions for a flank attack. 11.Qxd5 c6 
12.Qe4 d5 13.exd6 Qxd6 14.Bc4 Nd7= White’s pieces have been actively 
deployed, but Black has an extra pawn, despite its being doubled. 


8.Qg4. This move leads to interesting complications. 8...bxc5 9.Bg5 Be7 
10.Bxe7 Qxe7 11.Qxg7. White has managed to destroy his opponent’s 
kingside, but Black has excellent counterplay in the centre and on the 
queenside. 11...Rf8 12.Nf3 cxd4 
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Following 13.Nxd4, Sveshnikov — Grosar, Bled 2001, Black can attack 
immediately his opponent’s queenside pawn-weaknesses with the move 
13...Qa3, for example: 14.Qg3 Bb7 15.Nb3!? (15.Be2?! Bxg2!p1) 15...Nc6 
16.Be2 0-0-0+ Both sides have pawn-weaknesses, therefore the forthcoming 
battle will be very tense and complicated. 

13.Be2, Sveshnikov — Basagic, Ljubljana 1997, 13...Nc6!? Black is trying 
to develop his queenside pieces as quickly as possible. 14.0-0 (14.Ng5?! This 
premature activity loses an important central pawn for White. 14...Qc5 15.0-0 
Qxe5 16.Qxe5 Nxe5 17.cxd4 Nc6 18.Bf3 d5!? Black prevents the exchange 
of his knight, which attacks the weak enemy d4-pawn. 19.Rfel Kd7 20.Nxh7 
Rh8 21.Nf6+ Kd6 22.Rad1 Rb8 23.a3. White defends against Rd4. 23...Rb2p 


White has managed to preserve the material balance, but his numerous pawn- 
weaknesses make his defence tremendously difficult.) 
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14...dxc3. Black accepts the challenge and captures another pawn, after 
which the game becomes extremely sharp. 15.Rfcl Rb8. Black has no time to 
castle queenside, therefore he decides to activate his queen’s rook on the 
opened b-file. 16.Rxc3 Rb2 17.Ng5 Rxe2 18.Nxh7. White has brought his 
knight into the attack, but Black’s material advantage has increased. 18...f6 
19.Qg6+ Qf7 20.Nxf8 Kxf8 21.Qh6+ Qg7 22.Qh4 f5 23.Rg3 Qxe5 24.Qh6+ 
Ke7 25.Qh4+ Kf8= Black’s king is too opened, so he is incapable of avoiding 
the perpetual check. 
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9.Q¢4!? 

The active actions on the kingside are White’s only sensible plan; 
otherwise, he would be just worse. Black will complete the development of 
his pieces and will begin a siege against his opponent’s pawn-weaknesses. 


About 9.Bc4 d5 — see variation B, 8.Nc3. 
After 9.Nf3, Black has several attractive possibilities. 


a> 
IK Z 


se) BO: Ri) Ps 1) ou St 


AY av ely RT © | 
abcdefgh 

It seems good for him to try here 9...d5, stabilising the position in the centre 
and preparing the advantageous transfer of the light-squared bishops. 10.Bd3 
Ba6 11.0-0 Be7 12.a4 Qd7 13.Bxa6 Rxa63, followed by Nc6-a4, seizing 
completely the initiative on the queenside, Dyrgaard — Skovgaard, Taastrup 
2005. 

It is also possible for Black to opt here for 9...Ba3!?, fixing the enemy 
weakness on a2. 10.Bg5. White wishes to eliminate the blockade against his 
a2-pawn, but this would lead to favourable simplifications for Black. 10...Be7 
11.Bxe7 Qxe7 12.a4 Bb7? White has no compensation for the defects of his 
pawn-structure. 

9...Bb7 10.Bd3 d6 11.0-0 Be7 12.Rel (12.Qe2 Nd7 13.Rd1, Rozentalis — 
Kuczynski, Bydgoszcz 2001, 13...Bc6!? Black prevents a2-a4. 14.Bf4 Ra5S3 
Black’s rook has freed a square for his queen and has also increased the 
pressure against the e5-square.) 12...Nd7 13.exd6. White has given up the 
idea to hold on to his e5-square. (13.Bc2?! Sveshnikov — Morozevich, 
Alushta 1994, 13...dxe5!? 14.dxe5 Ra5 15.Ba4 Bxf3 16.gxf3 b5 17.Bc2 
Nb6p White has numerous pawn-weaknesses. He cannot equalise with the 
line: 13.Qe2 dxe5 14.dxe5, Rozentalis — Krasenkow, Lubniewice 1998, 
14...0-0!?3, followed by Ra5 and Qa8, squeezing the enemy pieces with the 


protection of the pawn-weaknesses on e5 and a2.) 13...cxd6* Royset — Jensen, 
Narvik 2005. Black’s more elastic pawn-structure promises him a stable 
positional advantage. 


After 9.Bd3, Black will maintain an edge after the plan with the trade of the 
light-squared bishops. 9...Ba6 10.Nf3 (White cannot solve his problems if he 
avoids the exchange of the bishops 10.Be4, Gukhvat — Polivanov, Batumi 
2018, because after that Black’s bishop will be very powerful on the fl-a6 
diagonal. He can parry the threats against his rook on a8 with the help of 
some elegant tactics — 10...d5!? 11.exd6 c6? On his next move Black will 
restore the material balance preserving all the advantages of his position.) 
10...Bxd3 11.Qxd3 d5 12.exd6. Without this move, Black will maintain an 
advantage after a transfer of his knight to the c4-square. 12...Bxd6 13.0-0, 
Gal — Fekete, Bekescsaba 1996, 13...h63 Here, before castling kingside, it is 
important for Black to defend in advance against Ng5. His superior pawn- 
structure provides him with a slight but stable advantage. 


9...¢5 

Black wishes to continue with Nc6 in order to exert pressure against the 
enemy centre. 

10.Nf3 


10.dxc5?! After this move White’s pawn-structure would be weakened 
even more. 10...Qc7 11.Nf3, Lein — Zelcic, Belgrade 1988, 11...Qxc5!? 
12.Bd2 Nc6p, followed by g7-g6, Bg7, Ra5. After all this, White’s pawn on 
e5 would be endangered. 


10...Nc6 
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11.Bb5!? 
This is the right move for White! 


After the rather risky line: 11.Bd3?! cxd4 12.0-0 dxc3y), White would not 
have sufficient compensation for the sacrificed material, Alvarado Sepulveda 
— Wohl, Los Inmortales 2004. 

Following 11.dxc5, Laliena Solanes — Plichta, Zalakaros 2016, it seems 
very good for Black to play 11...f5!? 12.Qg3 Ra4!?n, creating a threat against 
the enemy pawn on e5 (Rg4 followed by Re4+ and NxeS5). 


11...cxd4 12.cxd4 Ba6 13.Bxa6 Rxa6 14.0-0 Qa8+ Black has managed to 
organise rather unpleasant pressure against the pawn on a2, but it is still too 
early for him to claim an advantage due to his lag in development. 


C3) 6.Bc4 Bxc5!? 
Black captures the enemy pawn and White becomes the defending side. 
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7.Bxd5 
It is only after this capture that the position remains still within equality. 


After 7.Q¢4, Black can simply castle. 7...0-0 8.d4 (8.Nf3 f5 9.Qg¢3 Nb4 
10.0-0 d5y Kende —Sondermann, Budapest 2005) 8...f5!. This is an important 
intermediate move. Now, after Bh6, Black will be able to protect his g7- 
square with the help of the moves Rf7, or Qe7. 9.Qg3 Nxc3 10.bxc3 d5!?8 
Later, Black will manage to create counterplay against the d4-square with the 
help of the moves Bb6, c7-c5, Nc6. It should not be forgotten that he has an 
extra pawn as well. 


7.Nxd5 exd5 8.Bxd5 d6 9.d4, Prahov — Liebert, Bad Salzungen 1960, 
9...Bb4+ 10.Bd2. It seems that the simplifications are unavoidable, but Black 
has at his disposal an insidious tactical strike. 10...dxe5!? Thanks to this 
intermediate move, Black can fight for an opening advantage. He is not afraid 
of the loss of his castling rights, because after 11.Qa4+ c6 12.Bxf7+ Kxf7 
13.Qxb4 exd43, he will evacuate easily his king to a safe place with Re8, 
Kg8, after which White’s compensation for the sacrificed pawn would be 
insufficient. 


7.d4. White occupies the centre with tempo. He will not manage to regain 
his pawn any more. 7...Nxc3 8.Qg4 (About 8.bxc3 d5 9.Bd3 Bf8 10.Qg4 c5 — 
see 8.Q¢4.) 8...Bf8. Black cannot castle, since he would lose the exchange, 
while the move g7-g6 would lead to a considerable weakening of his 
kingside, so he is forced to retreat his bishop to its initial position. 9.bxc3 d5 
10.Bd3 c5. The position is a bit similar to the French Defence, but with an 
important difference — White does not have a pawn on b2. 11.Ne2, Napoli — 
Mrdja, Campobasso 2004 (11.Nf3, Wozniak — Szamos, Presov 2002, 
11...b6!?3, Black is preparing an advantageous trade of the light-squared 
bishops with the move Ba6.) 11...h5!? It would be useful for Black to oust the 
enemy queen from its attack against the g7-square. 12.Qh3 Nc6 13.0-0 Be7? 
White’s space advantage cannot compensate fully for him the sacrificed 
pawn. 


7...exd5 
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8.Nxd5!? 


White forgets about his ambitious plans in the opening and wishes to 
complete quickly his development and to neutralise his opponent’s two- 


bishop advantage. 


8.d4 Bb4 9.Q¢4 Kf8. White has activated his pieces, but Black has an extra 
central pawn and a quite solid position. 10.Bg5 (10.Nf3 d6 11.Qg3 dxe5 
12.Nxe5 Nc63 Zielinski — Bendig, Email 2008. White’s knight is very 
powerful at the centre of the board, so Black wishes to exchange it as quickly 
as possible.) 10...d6!? Black wins an important tempo for his development 
exploiting the defencelessness of the enemy queen. 11.Qh4 Bxc3+ 12.bxc3 
Qe8? Zavanelli — Rawlings, England 1999. Black’s king has lost its castling 
rights, but he has an extra pawn and good prospects for counterplay on the 
weakened light squares. 


8...Nc6 9.Nf3 0-0 10.d4. 
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Black cannot avoid the trade of his bishop after which the position would 
gradually become completely equal. 10...Be7 11.Nxe7+ Nxe7 12.0-0 d6= 


Part 3 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 
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In Part 3 we will focus mostly on the analysis of the Four Pawns Attack 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 Nb6 5.f4, which is considered to be one of 
the most dangerous for Black and quite deservedly so. He must play with 
tremendous precision in order to fight effectively against White’s powerful 
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pawn-centre. 

Before that however, in Chapter 9, we will deal with some not so popular 
tries for White on move 4, among which we must mention 4.f4, as well as the 
variation with the immediate chase of the enemy knight with the bishop — 
4.Bc4. 


Chapter 9 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 
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Black realises the main idea of the Alekhine Defence — the attack against 
White’s e5-pawn, which has crossed too early the demarcation line. 
In this chapter we will analyse some seldom played lines: A) 4. f4 and B) 
4.Bc4. 


About 4.Qf3 e6 5.Qg3 c5 — see Chapter 6. 

4.Nc3 Nxc3 5.bxc3 dxe5 — see Chapter 7, variation B1. 

4.exd6 cxd6 5.c4 (5.Nf3 g6 — see Chapter 14) 5...Nb6 — see Chapters 11-13. 
4.Nd2. This is a passive move. White does not oust the enemy knight away 


from the centre and does not fortify his e5-pawn. 4...dxe5 5.dxe5, Dvoirys — 
Bratchenko, St Petersburg 2001, 5...Bf5!? Black develops his bishop to an 


active position. 6.Ngf3 e6 7.Nb3 Nd7 8.Be2 c5. It would be useful for Black 
to deprive White’s knights of the d4-square. 9.0-0 Be7+, followed by 0-0. 


4.Qh5?! This queen-sortie only helps Black’s thematic pawn-advance g7- 
g6. 4...26 5.Qh4 dxe5 6.dxe5, Knazovcik — Hladik, Czech Republic 1997, 
6...Bf5!? Black attacks the enemy c2-pawn and wins a tempo for the 
development of his bishop. 7.c3 c63, freeing the c7-square for the queen. It 
seems rather risky for Black to castle kingside (White can begin an attack in 
that case with Bh6, Nf3-g5.), so he should better evacuate his monarch to the 
queenside: Nd7, Qc7, Bg7, 0-0-0. 


Following 4.g3, Black has an interesting idea: 4...dxe5 5.dxe5 Nb4!? 
6.Qxd8+. Now, White is forced to enter an endgame. (His attempt to preserve 
the queens with 6.Bd2? would only increase his difficulties. 6...Qd5! Black is 
threatening not only to capture the rook, but also Qe4. 7.f3 Qxe5+ 8.Ne2 
N8c6 9.Bxb4 Nxb4p) 6...Kxd8 7.Na3 Bf5. Black continues to increase the 
pressure against the pawn on c2. 8.c3 Nd3+ 9.Bxd3 Bxd3 10.Bf4 Kc8 11.0-0- 
0 Bf53 Black has the two-bishop advantage, while almost all White’s pawns 
are deployed against the rules, 1.e. on the same colour of squares as his 
bishop. 


4.h3?! White wishes to develop his knight on f3, without being afraid of its 
pin, but this is hardly worth the wasted tempo. 4...dxe5 5.dxe5 Nc6 6.Nf3 Bf5 
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7.Bb5. This pin of the knight is not dangerous for Black. 7...Ndb4. This 
knight-sortie 1s typical for similar positions. 8.Na3 Qxd1+. After the 
exchange of the queens, Black can castle with tempo. 9.Kxd1 0-0-0+ 10.Bd2 
e6p Vives — Panchenko, Badalona 1995. White’s knight is misplaced at the 
edge of the board. 

After 7.Bd3, Grischuk — Yuffa, Cheliabinsk 2016, Black obtains an edge 
with a plan to castle queenside: 7...e6!?3, followed by Qd7, 0-0-0. 

7.a3. White takes radical measures against the possible enemy knight-sortie 
to b4. 7...Nb6. After the move Nb4 has become impossible, Black should 
better retreat his knight away from the centre, because White can oust it from 
there at any moment with the move c2-c4. 8.Nbd2, Arango — Alvarez, 
Medellin 2012, 8...e6!? 9.Be2 Qd5 10.c4 Qd7 11.b3 Bc5S 12.Bb2 0-0 13.0-0 
a53 Black’s pieces have been more actively deployed and he will have an 
easier task to fight for the d-file in the forthcoming middle game. 


4.Bg5. This bishop-sortie has a long history. It was used almost 100 years 
ago against Alexander Alekhine. 4...dxe5 5.dxe5 Nc6 6.Bb5, Steiner — 
Alekhine, Budapest 1921 (Following 6.Nf3, Landa — Shabalov, 
playchess.com 2004, Black must at first oust the enemy bishop from its 


active position 6...h6!? 7.Bd2, and then prevent the activation of his other 
bishop: 7...a6!? 8.Nc3 Bf5 9.Bc4 e6?) 6...Qd7!? This is an interesting 
decision. Black prevents the weakening of his queenside pawn-structure. The 
placement of his queen on d7 may seem awkward, but White cannot exploit 
this at all. 7.Nf3 a6 8.Bd3 h6. Black ousts the enemy bishops systematically. 
9.Bd2 g5!? He is trying to seize the initiative on the kingside. 10.Nc3 g4 
11.Bf5 Qd8 12.Bxc8 Rxc8 13.Nh4 Nxc3 14.Bxc3 Qxd1+ 15.Rxd1 e6 16.g3 
h5+ Black can even fight for the advantage in this endgame, because his 
bishop is more active than its white counterpart. 


4.Be2 dxe5. Black makes use of the fact that White cannot capture on e5 
with his knight. 5.dxe5 Nc6 6.Nf3 (6.c4?! Badev — Kirchev, Pleven 2006. 
White’s attempt to enter an endgame only worsens his position. 6...Ndb4 
7.a3. White ousts the enemy knight from its active position, but weakens the 
b3-square. 7...Qxd1+ 8.Kxd1 Na6 9.Nf3 Nc5. The penetration of Black’s 
knight to the b3-square would be rather unpleasant for White. 10.b4 Nb3 
11.Ra2 Bf5 12.Be3 0-0-0+ 13.Nbd2 e6 14.Rb2 Nbd4 15.Nxd4 Nxd4p White 
lags in development and his pieces are not harmoniously deployed. His rook 
on hl is unlikely to join in the fight any time soon, because his own king 
stands in its way.) 6...Bf5 
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7.Nh4. White ousts the enemy bishop from the dangerous diagonal, but it is 
well known that the edge of the board is not the best place for a knight. 
7...Be6 8.f4 ¢63, followed by Bg7, 0-0, Ageichenko — Leutwyler, Pardubice 
2009. Black’s pieces have been much more harmoniously deployed. 

7.0-0. This is a natural move, but it is not the best for White, since it does 
not prevent Black’s plans. 7...Ndb4 8.Na3 Qxd1 9.Bxd1?! 0-0-0p Nogrady — 
Pereszlenyi, Banska Stiavnica 2018. 

7.a3. Here, just like after 7.c3, White does not let the enemy knight to the 
b4-square, but ignores the control over the central d4-square. In addition, he 
cannot develop his queen to a4, or b3. 7...Nb6 8.Qxd8+ Rxd8. The queens 
have been traded; nevertheless, Black’s lead in development is quite obvious. 
In addition, after he plays g7-g6 and Bg7, White will have serious problems 
with the protection of his pawn on e5. 9.c4 g6 10.Bf4 Bg7 11.Nc3 Nd7 
12.Nb5 0-0 13.0-0-0, Kokkila — Bagirov, Jyvaskyla 1997, 13...Nc5!? This is 
Black’s most energetic move. He ignores the capturing on e5, to prevent the 
possibility for his opponent to simplify the position by trading pieces and 
facilitating his defence. 14.64 Nd3+ 15.Bxd3 Bxd3 16.Nxc7 Bxc4 17.Rxd8 
Rxd8 18.Rd1 Rc8 19.b5 Na5 20.Kb1 Be2. Black relies on obtaining a better 
pawn-structure. 21.Rd7 Bxf3 22.gxf3 e6 23.b6 a6!? 24.Rd4 Nc6 25.Re4 


Rd8p He has a superior pawn-structure and has managed to seize the control 
over the d-file, while White’s knight is completely isolated until now. 

7.c3. He parries Black’s threat Nb4. 7...e6 (The players who prefer lines 
with with less risks can choose here the move 7...a6!?=, preventing radically 
the possibility Bb5.). 8.0-0 Be7 9.Bb5 0-0 10.Bxc6 bxc6. Black’s two-bishop 
advantage compensates fully the weaknesses of his queenside pawn-structure. 
11.Nd4 Qd7, Antoshkova — Zakurdjaeva, Ufa 1996, 12.Qa4 Bd3. Black 
transfers with tempo his bishop to b5 in order to protect his pawn on c6. 
13.Rd1 Bb5= 14.Qc2 Rfd8f Antoshkova — Zakurdjaeva, Ufa 1996. 


A) 4.f4 

This is not the best move for White. If he wanted to fortify his pawn on e5 
with the move f2-f4, he had better do that after the inclusion of the moves 
4.c4 Nb6. Now, it would not be easy for him to oust the enemy knight from 
the centre, because in response to c2-c4, it would have the possibility to go to 
b4, eyeing the c2-square. 

4...dxe5 

This is Black’s most precise decision. He wishes to clarify immediately the 
pawn-structure in the centre. 
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5.fxe5 


5.dxe5?! Bf5. Black is eyeing the c2-pawn. Now, White must be constantly 
on the alert about the possibility Nb4. 
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The move 6.c4?! only helps the realisation of Black’s plans. 6...Nb4 
7.Qxd8+ Kxd8 8.Na3 e6 9.Be3 N8a6p Goncalves — Russowsky, Blumenau 
1972; 

6.Bc4 e6 7.c3 Bc5. Here, you can see the negative sides of White’s move 4 
— the gl-a7 diagonal has been weakened. Later, White must be on the alert 
about the possible penetration of Black’s pieces to the e3-square. 8.Nf3 0-0 
9.Bxd5 exd5p Kotovskyy — M.Bortnyk, Lutsk 2016. 

6.Bd3. White wishes to exchange his opponent’s active bishop. 6...Bxd3 
7.Qxd3 e6 8.Nf3 Nc6 9.0-0 (9.Bd2!? Bc5=) 9...Be5+ 10.Kh1, Tal — Alpern, 
Buenos Aires 1991, 10...Ne3!? This is Black’s most practical decision. He 
forces a transition into a slightly better endgame. 11.Qxd8+ Rxd8 12.Bxe3 
Bxe3 13.g3 h53 Now, in order to neutralise his opponent’s initiative, White 
will need to find numerous very good moves in this endgame. 


ea a 


5...c5 


Now, White can choose between may different possibilities, but none of 
them equalises convincingly. His central pawns are excellent targets for 
Black’s pieces. 
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6.Nf3 
White complies with having a weakness on e5 with the idea to have some 
lead in the development of his pieces. 


6.Bb5+ Bd7 7.Bxd7+ Qxd7. The exchange of the light-squared bishops 
does not solve all the defensive problems for White. 8.Nf3 cxd4 9.Qxd4 e6 
10.0-0, Vitolinsh — Bagirov, Frunze 1979 (Following 10.Qg4, Mellado 
Trivino — Morovic Fernandez, Terrassa 1992, Black can transfer his queen to 
b6 and thus impede White’s castling kingside. 10...Qc6!? 11.c3 Qb6,1) 
10...Qc6!? Black is not only eyeing the pawn on c2, but is also threatening to 
win the enemy queen with the move BcS5. 11.Qd2 Nd7 12.b3 Bb4!? He 
develops his bishop with tempo. 13.Qd3 0-03 White does not have 
compensation for the vulnerability of his e5-pawn, because the knight-sortie 
14.Ng5?! can be easily parried by Black with the move 14...f5p 


6.c3. White fortifies his d4-pawn, but this move does not contribute to the 


development of his pieces. 6...Nc6 7.Nf3 (7.Bb5 cxd4 8.Qxd4, Dauth — 
Kopylov, Germany 2011, 8...Bf5!? 9.Nd2 e6% Black should not be afraid of 
the exchange on c6, because after that he obtains the two-bishop advantage.) 
7...Bg¢4 8.Bb5 (8.Be2. White turns to entirely passive defence. 8...e6 9.0-0 
Be7 10.h3, Cukrowski — Kaczmarek, Maslow Pierwszy 2014, 10...Bh5!? He 
has no good square for the development of his bishop on cl and his pawn on 
d4 would require permanent protection.) 8...e6 9.0-0 Be7!? 10.Bxc6+ bxc6. 
Later, White will hardly manage to exploit the vulnerability of his opponent’s 
queenside pawn-structure. The weakness of the light squares in his position is 
very likely to hurt him soon. 11.Qel (11.Qa4. Black can ignore the threat 
against his c6-pawn. 11...0-0 12.Qxc6 Bxf3 13.Rxf3 Rc8 14.Qb5 cxd4p 
Black has restored the material balance preserving his huge lead in 
development.) 11...0-0 12.Nbd2 Bh5 13.Ne4 cxd4. Black will gradually get 
rid of his weak pawns. 14.Nxd4 Qb6 15.Rf2 c5. He ousts White’s knight 
away from the centre, since it was very active there. 16.Nf3 c4 17.Nd4 hé6. 
This is necessary prophylactics against the move Bg5. 18.Be3 Rfd8 19.b3 
Nxe3 20.Qxe3 Rac8yp Frijling — Legemaat, ICCF 2009. 


6.c4. This move only helps the realisation of Black’s plans. 6...Nb4 
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7.a3 N4c6 8.d5!? This pawn-sacrifice is the least of evils for White. He 
does not obtain sufficient compensation for it indeed, but the position would 
remain quite tense and all the three outcomes would be possible. (8.c6?! Afek 
— Dunworth, Oakham 1993, 8...fxe6!? 9.dxc5 Qxd1+ 10.Kxd1 e5. Black’s 
pawn frees the way for his bishop. 11.Nf3 Bf5y The queens have been 
exchanged, but there are still plenty of pieces left on the board, so White will 
have numerous problems due to his king stranded in the centre.) 8...Nxe5 
9.Nf3 Nbd7 10.Bf4 Nxf3+ 11.Qxf3 g63, followed by Bg7 and 0-0. 

7.45. White continues to watch carelessly how his opponent realises his 
plan, connected with the preparation of the penetration of Black’s knight to 
the c2-square. 7...Bf5 8.Na3. In order to cover the c2-square White develops 
his knight to the edge of the board and it would be misplaced there. In 
addition, he would be incapable of ousting the enemy knight from the b4- 
square with the move a2-a3. (8.Kf2, Kr.Georgiev — Solozhenkin, France 
1996, 8...Nc2!?1) 8...c6 9.Nf3 (9.Qa4+. The exchange of the queen would 
not facilitate White’s defence. 9...Qd7 10.Qxd7+ Nxd7 11.Nf3 exd5 12.cxd5 
Nxd5p Zapata — Tal, Subotica 1987.) 9...exd5. Later, White will hardly 
manage to prove that he has compensation for the sacrificed pawn, because 
he will have great problems to activate his knight on a3. 10.Bg5 (10.cxd5 
Qxd5 11.Bb5+ N8c6 12.Qxd5 Nxd5p Flazinski — Kuchnio, Kowalewo 
Pomorskie 2009.) 10...Qa5. This is a dangerous queen-sortie, which creates 
the threat of a discovered check. 11.cxd5 (11.Kf2, Rosich Valles — Lopez 
Baena, Barcelona 2011. White avoids the possible checks, but loses his 
castling rights. 11...h6!? Black should better oust immediately his opponent’s 
bishop from its active position. 12.Bd2 d4p) 11...Nd3+. Black is not trying to 
win the exchange. He wishes to attack the enemy king. 12.Ke2 Qa6. He 
creates again the threat of a discovered check. 13.Qb3, Dauth — Jakobeit, 
Germany 2015, 13...Nd7!?p Black follows the famous witticism of Ziegbert 
Tarrasch “The threat is more powerful than its execution...”. It is 
tremendously difficult to defend a position like this with White in a practical 
game, because he must consider on every move the possible sorties of the 
enemy knight on d3. 


6...cxd4 7.Qxd4 


About 7.Bb5+ Bd7 8.Bxd7+ Qxd7 — see 6.Bb5. 


7...Nc6 
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8.Bb5 


After 8.Qe4, Black should continue with 8...g6. This move contributes to 
the development of both his bishops. He will fianchetto one of them and will 
develop the other one to f5. 9.Bc4 Nb6 10.Bb3 Bf5 11.Qe2 (11.Qh4. White 
plays this with the idea to play Bh6 and to begin an attack on the kingside. 
11...e6. Black should better forget about the plan to develop his bishop on g7 
and focus on the simplifying of the position. 12.Bg5 Be7 13.Bxe7 Qxe7? 
Kr.Georgiev — Zmiyanac, Sunny Beach 2011. Now, irrelevant on whether 
White would prefer to trade the queens, or would decide to play in a middle 
game, Black’s superior pawn-structure would provide him with a slight 
edge.) 11...Bg7!? (Before White has played Nc3, the knight-sortie 11...Nd4 
seems premature, because after 12.Nxd4 Qxd4, White can prepare the 
transfer of his knight to the f3-square, from where it would protect reliably 


the pawn on e5. 13.Nd2= Nun — Manic, Trnava 1983.) 12.Nc3 0-0 13.Bf4 
Nd43 White’s pieces are stuck with the protection of the pawn on eS. 


8...Bf5 
Black develops his bishop to an active position before playing e7-e6. 
9.Nc3 e6 10.Bg5 


It would be worse for White to choose here 10.Qa4?!, because after the 
move 10...Ndb4p, Black not only protects his knight on c6, but also creates a 
threat against the c2-square, Pelikian — Milos, Sao Paulo 2004. 
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This position was reached in the game Ankerst — C.Horvath, Budapest 

1992, 10...Qa5!? This is Black’s most practical decision. He wishes to 
compromise his opponent’s pawn-structure on the queenside. 11.Qc4 Rc8 
12.Nd4 Nxc3 13.bxc3 Ba3. Black is not afraid of the capturing on c6. 
14.Bxc6+ (The seemingly attractive line: 14.Nxc6?! bxc6 15.Bxc6+ would 
lead to a difficult position for White. 15...Kf8. His e5-pawn is hanging and 
the pin of his bishop on c6 is rather unpleasant for him. 16.Be3 Qxe5 17.Ke2 
Qc7 18.Qa4 Bd6p) 14...bxc6 15.0-0 Qc5 16.Qxc5 Bxc5? Black has a 
superior pawn-structure and the two-bishop advantage. 
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B) 4.Bc4 
White develops his bishop to an active position. 
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This is the best for him. White leaves his bishop on the a2-g8 diagonal. 

5.Bd3. The bishop is misplaced here and Black can emphasize this with the 
help of the manoeuvre Nc6-b4. 5...dxe5 6.dxe5 Nc6 7.Nf3 (7.f4, Szymezak — 
Kveinys, Bratislava 1990, 7...Nb4!? 8.Be4 Qxd1+ 9.Kxd1 Bg4+ 10.Ne2 0-0- 
0+ 11.Kel f6p The activity of Black’s pieces increases with every move, 
while the majority of White’s army has not made a single move yet.) 7...Bg¢4 
8.Bf4, Herbke — Weiler, Germany 1994, 8...Nd5. Black sends to the b4- 
square his other knight, because his knight on c6 is perfectly placed. 9.Bg3 
Ndb4 10.Be4 Qxd1+ 11.Kxd1 0-0-0+ 12.Kel g6 13.Nc3 Bh6+ 14.Kb1 Nd4p 
Black’s lead in development is an important factor despite the fact that it is an 
endgame. 


The move 5.e6?! leads to a difficult position for White. 5...Nxc4 6.exf7+ 


Kxf7 (It is possible that it would be even stronger for Black to choose here 
6...Kd7!? 7.Q¢4+ e6 8.d5 Qe7 9.Qxc4 exd5+ 10.Qe2 Qxe2+ 11.Nxe2. The 
queens have been exchanged, so Black can be happy about the safety of his 
king. 11...Ke7 12.Nbc3 c6 13.Bg5+ Kxf7p Braune — Chlad, ICCF 1985.) 
7.Qf3+ Ke8 8.Qh5+. White restores the material balance after a series of 
precise checks. Still, he loses too much time on manoeuvres with his queen 
and Black seizes the initiative. 8...g6 9.Qb5+ Qd7 10.Qxc4 Qg4! 11.Qd5, 
Halasz — Dorow, corr. 1984, 11...Nc6!? Black attacks the enemy d4-pawn 
and wins a tempo to accomplish the pawn-advance e7-e5. 12.c3 e5p 


5...dxe5 
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The idea of White’s set-up is becoming clear. By exerting pressure against 
the f7-pawn he wishes to provoke the pawn-advance e7-e6, which restricts 
the mobility of his opponent’s bishop on c8. This is not so dangerous for 
Black however, because he can always activate his bishop with the moves 
Bd7-c6. 


6.dxe5?! White should better not enter an endgame here. 6...Qxd1+ 7.Kxdl 


a5 8.a4, Brueggemann — Coenen, Dueren 1993, 8...Bf5!?p1, followed by e7- 
e6, Nc6, 0-0-0. He will have great problems to fight against the pressure of 
Black’s well coordinated pieces. 


6.Qf3. This move is played with the same idea as 6.Qh5. Still, White’s 
queen is not placed so well on f3, because it does not protect the pawn on eS. 
6...e6 7.dxe5 Nc6 8.Qg3. He defends his pawn and avoids the threat Nd4. 
8...a5 
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White has problems now to parry the threat a5-a4, since every possible 
defence has its drawbacks. 

9.c3 Ne7!? This is an interesting plan for Black, connected with the transfer 
of his knight to the f5-square. (The straightforward approach 9...a4 10.Bc2 
Nc4 11.Nf3 Qd5 12.0-0 N4xe5?!, would lead to difficulties for Black, 
because he would fail to hold on to his extra material due to his lag in 
development. 13.Nxe5 Qxe5 14.Bf4 Qh5, Showalter — Torre Repetto, 
Chicago 1926, 15.Rel!? f6 16.Bxc7 e5 17.Na3+ Black has lost too much 
time on manoeuvres with his queen and will be forced to defend long and 
hard due to his lag in development.) 10.a4 Nf5 11.Qf3 Nd7 12.Qe2 b63, 
followed by Nc5, Ba6. White will hardly manage to parry the activity of his 


opponent’s pieces. 

The best chance for White here is the line: 9.a4 Nd4 10.Bg5, Levitt — De 
Villiers, Durban 1996. He is reluctant to leave the initiative to his opponent. 
10...f6!? Now, in order not to lose time for the retreat of his queen, Black 
complies with the weakening of his pawn-structure. 11.Be3 Nxb3 12.cxb3 
Bb4+ 13.Nc3 0-0. Black has managed to obtain the two-bishop advantage 
and to evacuate his king away from the centre. Still, the weakness of his 
pawn on e6 enables White to obtain sufficient counterplay in order to 
maintain the balance. 14.Nf3 Nd5 15.Bd2 b6 16.0-0 Bb7 17.Nxd5 Bxd5 
18.Bxb4 axb4 19.exf6 Rxf6+ Both sides have pawn-weaknesses, so the 
position is with mutual chances. 


6...e6 7.dxe5 a5!? 
With this move Black obtains good counterplay. 


The routine move 7...Nc6 is not so precise here, because Black does not 
have any more the plans, connected with the transfer of his knight to the c5- 
square. 
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8.a4 


White prevents the further advance of the enemy a-pawn. 


The move 8.c3?! would lead to the serious weakening of the d3-square. 
8...Qd3! 9.Qe2 (After 9.Qf3, Black can continue with queens present on the 
board. 9...Qb5 10.Qg3, Steffens — Ritscher, Germany 1998, 10...Nc6!? 
11.Nf3 a4. He ousts the enemy bishop. 12.Bd1 Qd3 13.Be2 Qc2 14.Qf4 a3!p1) 
9...Qxe2+ 10.Nxe2 Bd7? Kutsij — Serebro, Donetsk 1993. Black has very 
promising prospects on the weakened light squares. 


After 8.a3, Black can forget about the plans, connected with the transfer of 
his knight to c5 and play instead 8...Nc6!?, creating the rather unpleasant 
threat for White a5-a4 and Nd4. 9.Nf3. White covers the d4-square against 
the penetration of the enemy knight, but Black can still play like this 9...a4 
10.Ba2 Nd4 11.Nxd4 Qxd4 
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White will have problems neutralising his opponent’s initiative, because in 
numerous variations he would have to worry about the protection of his e5- 
pawn, particularly after Black brings his rook into the actions on the fifth 


rank. 


12.Nd2. This knight is headed for the f3-square, from where it would not 
only defend the pawn on e5, but might also go to g5 at an opportune moment. 
12...Ra5 13.Nf3 Qe4+ 14.Be3, Sax — MacPherson, London 1980, 14...Nd5!? 
15.Ng5 Qg6 16.Qxg6 hxg6= 

12.Qe2 Bd7 13.0-0, Basrak — Zelcic, Pula 1994, 13...h5!? Now, after the 
move Rd1, the queen may go to the g4-square. 14.h3. White deprives his 
opponent of this possibility. 14...Bc6 15.Rd1 Qc5. Black’s pieces have been 
very actively deployed. White must be constantly on the alert about eventual 
threats against his e5-pawn: Nd7, Ra5. His attempt to develop his bishop on 
b2 would lead to the weakening of his queenside. 16.b4 axb3 17.cxb3 Rd8. 
After the exchange of the rooks, Black’s king might be evacuated to a safer 
place than the centre of the board. 18.Rxd8+ Kxd8 19.Bb2 Qd5 20.f3 Kc8 
21.b4. White takes the c5-square under control, but weakens the light squares 
in his camp and Black exploits this immediately. 21...Bb5!? 22.Bxd5 Bxe2 
23.Be4 c5 24.Nc3 Bc43 Now, White must work very hard to neutralise 
Black’s powerful initiative. 
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9.Nf3 


9.c3?! This move only helps the realisation of Black’s plans. 9...Nc5 
10.Bc2 Nd3+ 11.Bxd3 Qxd3p Bodnaruk — Goryachkina, Sochi 2016. 


9.Be3. White’s bishop will be attacked immediately by Black’s knight on 
this square. 9...Nd5 10.Bg5 Be7 11.Nf3 Nc53 Arenas Vanegas — Almeida 
Quintana, Bogota 2013. 


9.Nc3 Nc5 10.Bg5. White is preparing Rd1 (10.Ba2 Bd7 11.Nf3 g6 — see 9. 
Nf3). He is reluctant to present his opponent with the initiative and bases his 
hopes on an active piece-play. 10...Be7 11.Rd1 Bd7 
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Following 12.h4, Djuric — Loeffler, Formia 1994, 12...Bxg5!? 13.hxg5, 
White’s pressure on the h7-pawn would be almost harmless for Black, 
because he can prepare quickly castling queenside. 13...Qe7 14.Qg4 0-0-Op 
White’s imaginary attack has backfired and he lags horribly in development. 

After 12.Nf3 Bxg5 13.Nxg5 Qe7 14.0-0 h6?, White should better retreat to 
f3 complying with a slightly inferior position, because after 15.Nge4?! Nxe4 
16.Nxe4 0-0-0, Black’s initiative is developing effortlessly. 17.c3 Bc6 
18.Bc2 Nc4p Pein — Bellin, Lewisham 1984. 


12.Be3 Nxb3. This is the simplest for Black. He not only obtains the two- 
bishop advantage, but also weakens his opponent’s pawn-structure on the 
queenside. 13.cxb3 Nd5!? Black sacrifices a pawn in an attempt to neutralise 
the activity of his opponent’s pieces. 14.Nxd5 exd5 15.Rxd5 (15.Ne2 c6 
16.0-0 0-0 17.f4 f6y Honda — Ohtake, Japan 1999) 15...Qc8 16.Rd4 c5 
17.Rf4 0-0 18.Ne2 Ra6!? Black’s rook will be perfectly placed on the sixth 
rank. From there it would help in the defence of his own king and would also 
attack the enemy weakness on e5. 19.Ng3 Rg6 20.Qe2 Re6? White is 
incapable of protecting his e5-pawn due to his horrible lag in development. 


9...Nc5 
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10.Ba2 


White saves his bishop from an exchange. 


The attacking move 10.Ng5 can be easily parried by Black. 10...Qe7 11.0-0 
(White loses after 11.Nxh7?, because he would not be able to get rid of the 
pin of his knight, 11...Nxb3 12.cxb3, Messa — Cramling, Reggio Emilia 1985, 
12...Bd7!? 13.Nc3 0-0-0—+; 11.Nc3!? Bd7=) 11...Bd7. Black attacks the 
pawn on a4 and transfers his bishop to an active position with tempo. 12.Nc3 


Bc6 13.Be3 g6 14.Qh3, Strikovic — Zelcic, Geneve 1991, 14...Nxb3!? 
15.cxb3 Bg7? Black has the two-bishop advantage and a more elastic pawn- 
structure. 


10.Bg5!? Be7 11.Nc3 Nxb3 12.cxb3 h6 13.Rd1, Tesik — Chetverik, 
Zalakaros 2010, 13...Nd5!? 14.Be3 b6=+ 


10.0-0. White simply castles and ignores his opponent’s plans for the 
moment. 10...Nxb3 11.cxb3 Qd3. If Black had the better development, then 
his advantage would have been doubtless. Now, the things are far from 
clear... 12.Nc3 (About 12.Bg5 Bd7 13.Nc3 Qg6 — see 12.Nc3.) 12...Bd7 
13.Be3. Here, White can capture on b6 at an opportune moment. (13.Bg5?! 
Qg6 14.Qh4 Bb4 15.Rad1 h6. It is not easy to see how White can break his 
opponent’s well organised defence. 16.Rd4 Bc6 17.Rg4 Bxf3 18.gxf3, Popov 
— A.Zaitsev, Rostov on Don 1971, 18...Qh7!? This is Black’s most precise 
move. Now, after the retreat of the bishop, he will manage to advance g7-g5, 
covering the h4-d8 diagonal and to evacuate his king away from the centre. 
19.Be3 g5 20.Qh5 0-0-0 21.Bxb6 cxb6 22.Rc4+ Kb8p Black’s king is much 
safer than its white counterpart.) 13...Qg6. Black would not mind entering an 
endgame. 14.Qxg6 hxg6 15.Rfd1 (15.Bxb6 cxb6) 15...Be7+ Strikovic — 
Donchev, Chartres 1990. Later, White will have to consider the possibility 
that Black’s bishop-pair may turn into powerful force in the middle game. 


10...Bd7 


11.0-0 


11.63?! Bce6p 
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Following 11.Nc3, Black can reply simply with 11...g6!? 12.Qg¢4 h5 
13.Qg3, Bryson — Oakley, Norway 1983, 13...Nbxa4? Having ousted the 
enemy queen from its active position, Black captures a pawn. White does not 
have sufficient compensation for the material deficit. 


11...Bxa4 12.Na3, Kindermann — Falk, Wallrabenstein 1977 (12.Ng5, 
Klinge — Opl, Wolfsberg 1985, 12...g6!? 13.Qe2 Bg7p) 12...Be7? Later, 
White must work really hard in order to prove the correctness of the sacrifice 
of the pawn on a4. 


Chapter 10 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 Nb6 The 
Four Pawns Attack 
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5.f4 

This is in fact White’s most principled way of countering the Alekhine 
Defence. He fortifies his e5-pawn and will have several plans in the middle 
game: 

1. An attack on the kingside, having in mind that the king’s knight from g8 
has already crossed over to the queenside and is incapable of assisting in the 
defence of his own king. 

2. Actions in the centre — a preparation of the central pawn-break d4-d5. 

3. An offensive on the queenside with c4-c5. 

Black must be well prepared against all his opponent’s plans and bases his 
counterplay mostly against his enemy’s d4-pawn with dxe5, Nc6 and the 
doubling of the major pieces on the d-file, as well as on the undermining of 
White’s centre with the moves f7-f6, or c7-c5. In numerous variations, his 


knight on b6 helps him to organise counterplay against the pawn on c4. 

If Black knows theory well, he has nothing to be afraid of the the Four 
Pawns Attack. He follows the well known paths, tested by the theoreticians 
and the competitors and equalises and if White does not play precisely, Black 
might even seize the initiative, creating powerful pressure against the enemy 
centre and also making use of White’s slight lag in development. 


5.exd6 cxd6 — see Chapters 11-13. 

5.Nf3 g6 - see Chapter 14, variation B. 

5.Nc3?! dxe5 6.dxe5 Qxd1+ 7.Nxd1 Nc6 8.f4 Bf5 9.Ne3 Be4y 

5.Bf4 dxe5 6.Bxe5 Nc6 7.Nf3 Bg4 8.Nbd2 Nxe5 9.dxe5 e63 Lylov — 
Ignatiev, Ufa 1996. 


5...dxe5 

Black should better exchange the pawns immediately in order to bring his 
queen directly into the pressure against the pawn on d4. 

If he slows down with capturing on e5, Black may have problems. For 
example: 5...Bf5 6.Nc3 e6 7.Be3 Be7 8.Nf3 0-0 9.Bd3!? White exchanges his 
opponent’s active bishop and maintains an advantage. 9...Bxd3 10.Qxd3 d5. 
Black’s attempt to organise counterplay on the queenside can be easily 
neutralised by White. 11.b3 dxc4 12.bxc4 Nc6 13.Ne4?, with the idea after 
Na5, to be able to protect the c4-square with the move Rcl, Kulaots — 
Piasetski, Caleta 2012. 


6.fxe5 
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6...Nc6! 
Black’s knight attacks the important central squares e5 and d4. 


6...c5. Black’s plan, connected with the immediate undermining of the 
enemy centre with pawns seems strategically risky for him. 7.d5. White lags 
in development indeed, but his pawn-centre is so strong that Black fails to 
obtain sufficient counterplay to maintain the balance. 
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7...e6. The attack of the d5-square only makes Black’s difficulties even 
greater, because now, White can play without problems d5-d6, squeezing the 
enemy pieces even more. 8.Nc3 exd5 9.cxd5 c4 10.d6! This move is played 
just at the right moment. White does not allow the enemy bishop on f8 to go 
to c5, or b4. 10...Nc6 (10...Be6 11.Nf3 Nc6, Korneev — Luther, Gibraltar 
2003, 12.Bg5 f6 13.exf6 gxf6 14.Qe2!? Black’s king comes under the attack 
of White’s pieces. 14...Kf7 15.Qf2. White’s plan is to capture the pawn on f6 
after which his attack against the enemy king on the opened f-file would be 
victorious. 15...Bxd6 16.0-0-0 Rf8 17.Ne4 Bd5 18.Nxf6+) 11.Bf4!? It is 
essential for White to preserve his far-advanced central pawns. 11...Be6 
12.Nf3 h6 13.Nd4 Qd7 14.Be2 Nxd4 15.Qxd4 Be7 16.a4+— Glek — Laketic, 
Porto San Giorgo 2003. 

7...g6. This attack against the e5-pawn seems more promising for Black, 
but if White reacts precisely Black will fail to equalise. 8.Nc3 Bg7 9.Bf4. 
White is not in a hurry to play the move Nf3, in order to avoid the possible 
pin after Bg4. 9...0-0 10.Qd2 e6 11.0-0-0 exd5 12.cxd5 Bg4 13.Rel c4. Black 
is trying to organise counterplay by fighting fir the d3-square (Na6-b4(c5)- 
d3). 14.h3 Bf5 15.g4. White has managed to oust the enemy bishop, before 
the knight has been transferred to b4, or c5. 15...Bd3. Now, Black is forced to 


sacrifice a pawn in his fight for the initiative. 16.Bxd3 cxd3 17.Qxd3 Na6 
18.d6 Rc8 19.Kb1 Nb4 20.Qb5 Rc4 21.Be3 Nd3, Lazic — Cosma, Kragujevac 
1995, 22.Nf3!? Here, in order to preserve his important pawn on e5, White 
must sacrifice the exchange. 22...Nxel 23.Rxel? White has more than 
sufficient compensation for the material deficit, because his pawns on e5 and 
d6 cramp considerably his opponent’s position. 
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7.Be3 


7.c5!? White seizes additional space on the queenside. Black cannot exploit 
so easily the weakness of the d5-square, because his knight is placed there 
impeding his own pieces to attack the enemy pawn on d4. 7...Nd5 (The 
tactical complications, beginning after 7...Qxd4, end up in favour of White. 
8.Qxd4 Nxd4 9.cxb6 Nc2+ 10.Kd1 Nxal 11.bxc7? Black’s knight is doomed 
on the al-square.) 8.Bc4. This is White’s most precise move. (Following 
8.Nc3, Black will solve the problem with the development of his bishop on 
c8. 8...Bf5 9.a3 e6+ 10.Bb5?! Montero Martinez — Vasquez Schroder, 
Santiago de Chile 1997, 10...Qh4?) 8...e6 (Black fails to equalise after 8...Bf5, 
because of 9.Ne2!? e6 10.0-0 Be7 11.Nbc3 Nxc3 12.bxc3* Tukhaev — 
Nosenko, Voronezh 2014. White has fortified reliably his centre with the 


pawn on c3.) 9.Nf3 Be7 10.0-0 0-0 11.Nc3 
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The preliminary exchange 11...Nxc3? 12.bxc3, would enable White to send 
immediately his queen to the kingside, since it would not need to protect the 
d4-pawn any more. 12...b6 13.Qel1!, Tukhaev — Arjun, Chennai 2016, 
13...bxc5 14.Bd3 Bd7 15.Qg3. The threat Bh6 forces Black to weaken his 
pawn-structure. 15...f5 16.exf6 Bxf6 17.Ng5 Bxg5 18.Bxg5 Rxfl+ 19.Rxfl 
Qe8 20.Qh4. White provokes a weakening of the dark squares in the vicinity 
of the enemy king. All White’s pieces participate in the attack. 20...g6 
21.Bh6 Qe7 22.Qg3 Be8 23.Qf3 Bd7 24.Be4+— 

11...b6!? 12.Ne4 bxc5 13.dxc5 Ndb4 14.a3 Qxd1 15.Rxd1 Nd5=+ White’s 
space advantage 1s balanced by the vulnerability of his pawn on e5. Now, he 
should better refrain from winning material, since following 16.Bxd5?! exd5 
17.Rxd5, Black’s bishop on c8, which was completely idle until now, would 
enter the actions with a decisive effect. 17...Bf5 18.Nd4 Nxd4 19.Rxd4 Rfd8& 
20.Rxd8+ Rxd8 21.Bg5 Bxe4 22.Bxe7 Rd2p1 White will have to fight long 
and hard for a draw, because Black’s rook and bishop are very active. 


7.Nf3. This move seems to be less precise than 7.Be3, because now, Black 
can pin the enemy knight 7...Bg4!? 
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8.e6. This “cramping” pawn-sacrifice, which is so typical for similar 
positions, would not provide White here even with equality. 8...fxe6 9.c5 
Bxf3!? Black exchanges immediately the important defender of the pawn on 
d4. 10.Qxf3 Nd5 11.Bb5 Qd7. He is preparing to castle queenside. 12.Nc3 0- 
0-0 13.0-0 g6. If Black completes the development of his kingside pieces, 
White will have no compensation for the sacrificed pawn. 14.Qf7 e5!? 
15.dxe5 Nxc3 16.bxc3 e6 17.Qxd7+ Rxd7pp Kemperman — Crowe, ICCF 
2015. Black has given back the extra material, but has exchanged the active 
enemy queen. White will have a difficult defence in this endgame, since he 
has numerous pawn-weaknesses. 

8.Be2 e6 9.Nc3 (9.Be3?! Bxf3 10.gxf3 Qh4+ 11.Bf2 Qf4 12.Qd2. White’s 
desire to trade the queens is understandable, but his king will be misplaced on 
the d2-square. 12...Bb4 13.Nc3 Qxd2+ 14.Kxd2 0-0-0. White is incapable of 
protecting his pawn on d4. 15.a3 Bc5 16.Nb5 Bxd4 17.Nxd4 Nxd4 18.Bxd4 
Rxd4+ 19.Ke3 Rhd8p Koetterheinrich — Kojoukhar, Germany 1994.) 
9...Bxf3 10.Bxf3 Nxd4 11.Bxb7. Naturally, the exchange of a central pawn 
for a flank pawn is much rather in favour of Black, but White succeeds in 
maintaining the balance in this open position mostly thanks to his powerful 
bishops. 11...Rb8 12.Be4 BcS 13.Qg4 g6 14.Bg5 Be7 15.Rd1. White parts 


with his two-bishop advantage and simply completes the development of his 
kingside pieces. 15...Bxg5 16.Rxd4 Qe7 17.Bc6+ Kf8=, followed by Kg7. 
Thanks to the vulnerability of White’s pawn on e5, Black’s prospects are not 
worse at all. 

8.Be3 Bxf3 9.gxf3 e6 10.Nc3 Be7!? Here, the check with the queen from 
the h4-square would not be so effective, so Black intends to place there his 
bishop. 11.Be2 (11.Qd2 Bh4+ 12.Kd1, Papadopoulos — Vrettos, Athens 1997, 
12...f6!? 13.f4 0-0+) 11...Bh4+ 12.Kfl1 f6. Now, Black should try to open the 
position as quickly as possible in order to manage to organise an attack 
against the misplaced enemy monarch on fl. 13.f4 (13.d5!? exd5 14.cxd5 
Nxe5+ Vazirova — Farago, Budapest 2007. White has sacrificed a pawn and 
prevented the opening of files against his endangered king.) 13...0-0 14.d5?! 
This move is too optimistic. White lags in development, so he should not 
open the position. (He should better choose here 14.Kg2 Qe8+) 14...Ne7 
15.dxe6, Matinian — Bu, Guimaraes 2012, 15...Qe8!?y White’s extra pawn is 
practically irrelevant in this position, because his pieces are dis-coordinated 
and his king’s shelter has been compromised. 


7...Bf5 


Now, before playing e7-e6, Black develops his bishop to an active position. 
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8.Nc3 
About 8.Be2 e6 9.Nc3 (9.Nf3 Be7 — see 8.Nf3) 9...Be7 — see 8.Nc3. 
8.a3 e6 9.Nc3 (9.Nf3 Be7 — see 8.Nf3) 9...Be7 — see 8.Nc3. 


8.Nf3 e6 
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About 9.Nc3 Be7 — see 8. Nc3. 

9.Be2 Be7 10.Nc3 0-0, or 10.a3 0-0 11.Nc3 f6, or 10.0-0 0-0 11.Nc3 f6, or 
11.a3 f6 12.Nc3 fxe5, or 12.exf6 Bxf6 13.Nc3 Qe8 — see variation B. 

9.Bd3?! White’s attempt to play originally seems to be obviously bad, 
because after 9...Bg4, he will have problems with the protection of his central 
pawns. 10.Nbd2, Wienkamp — Singh, Dortmund 2012 (About 10.0-0 Nxd4p; 
10.Be2 Bxf3 — see 7.Nf3.) 10...Bb4!? Black wishes to win a pawn quite 
comfortably. 11.0-0 Nxe5p 

9.a3 Be7 10.Bd3?!. After this move Black pins rather unpleasantly the 
enemy knight. (White should better play here 10.Nc3 Bg4 — see 8.Nc3; or 
10.Be2 0-0 — see 9.Be2.) 10...Bg4 11.Be2. Now, White must lose an 
important tempo to get rid of the pin. 11...Bxf3 12.gxf3, Van Berkum — De 
Coninck, Netherlands 1994, 12...Qd7!?u, followed by 0-0-0, increasing the 
pressure against the d4-square. 


8...e6 9.Nf3 


About 9.a3 Be7 10.Nf3 Bg4, or 10.Be2 0-0 11.Nf3 f6 — see 9.Nf3. 


9.Be2 Be7 10.Nf3 (10.a3 0-0 — see 9.a3) 10...0-0 — see 9.Nf3. 
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9...Be7! 
It is only this move for Black that has withstood the test of time... 
After his alternatives, White obtains an advantage effortlessly. 


9...Nb4. Black’s knight frees the way forward of his pawn. He wishes to 
undermine the enemy centre with the move c7-c5. Still, Black can hardly 
afford to waste so many moves with his knight in the opening stage. 10.Rcl 
c5 11.Be2. At first White completes the development of his kingside pieces 
and begins active actions on the other side of the board only later. 11...Be7 
12.0-0 0-0 13.a3 cxd4. Now, unfortunately for Black, he will have to 
exchange on d4; otherwise, after the retreat of the knight, White will advance 
d4-d5 and Black’s bishop on f5 will be attacked by White’s knight. 14.Nxd4 
Nc6 15.Nxf5 exf5 16.c5!? This is an energetic and strong move! White 
begins immediately the advance of his pawn-majority on the queenside. 
16...Nd7 17.b4!? Qc8 18.Nd5 Re8 19.Rxf5 Ndxe5 20.Qc2 Bd8+ Taner — 
Taksrud, ICCF 2011. White’s bishops are tremendously powerful in this open 
position. 


9...Qd7. Black prepares castling queenside, but his king will not be safe 
there. 10.Be2 0-0-0 (10...Rd8 11.0-0+) 11.0-0 Bg4 (Following 11...f6, White 
plays at first actively in the centre: 12.d5! Nxe5 13.Nxe5 fxe5 and then brings 
into the attack his flank pawn 14.a4 a5 15.Nb5 Bb4 16.d6 Na8 17.c5+— 
Kotronias — Short, Catalan Bay 2003.) 12.c5 Nd5 13.Nxd5 Qxd5 14.Rc1!? 
Black’s queen is very powerful at the centre of the board, therefore White 
wishes to oust it from there with the move Bc4. 14...Qe4. Now, Black must 
react energetically; otherwise, he might come under a complete positional 
bind. 15.Qb3, Richter — Monninger, Augsburg 2003, 15...Rxd4!? This 
exchange-sacrifice helps Black to offer tougher resistance. 16.h3 Rb4 17.Qc3 
Bxf3 (After 17...Bf5 18.b3+—, Black would be helpless against the threat a2- 
a3.) 18.Bxf3 Qxe5 19.Bxc6 Qxc3 20.bxc3 Rc4 21.Bb5 Bxc5 22.Bf2 Bxf2+ 
23.Rxf2 Rce5 24.Ba4+ In this endgame, despite the fact that Black has already 
three pawns for the bishop, he will have to fight long and hard for a draw. 


9...Bg4. Black wishes to give a check on h4, after the exchange on f3, but 
this plan is not dangerous for White. 10.Be2 Bxf3 11.gxf3? White has a 
couple of powerful bishops and control over the centre. He parries easily his 
opponent’s tactical attempts. 11...Qh4+ 12.Bf2 Qf4 13.c5. This is the 
simplest move. White wishes to clarify immediately the situation at the centre 
of the board. 13...Nd7 (Black’s prospects would not be good at all after 
13...Nd5 14.Nxd5 exd5, since he would be incapable of exerting pressure on 
the d-file with his major pieces against White’s pawn on d4. 15.Qd2 Qxd2+ 
16.Kxd2 g6 17.Be3 h5 18.Rhg1+ Piccirilli — Pavlicek, ICCF 2006) 14.Qcl 
(White can try to maintain an advantage in the middle game if he so wishes: 
14.Bb5!?2) 14...Qxcl+ 15.Rxcl? Jones — Short, Bunratty 2011. Later, Black 
can try to organise counterplay by exerting pressure against the enemy d4- 
pawn, or by preparing to undermine the pawn on c5 with b7-b6. Still, he 
would be too far from complete equality in both cases. 


9...Bb4. Black pins the knight and impedes the pawn-break d4-d5. His 
bishop is not so well placed on b4 however, because White may cut it off 
with the move c4-c5. Naturally, Black can always exchange it for the knight 


on c3, but after this White’s centre will be fortified and he will have the two- 
bishop advantage. 10.Be2 
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10...0-0 11.0-0 Na5 (About 11...Bxc3 12.bxc3 Na5 13.c5 — see 11...Na5.) 
12.c5! White begins the realisation of his plan. Black’s position worsens with 
every move. 12...Bxc3 13.bxc3 Nd5 (13...Nbc4 14.Bg5 Qd5 15.Nh4 Be4, 
Urbaniak — Zwaneveld, LSS 2010, 16.Qc1+-, followed by Qf4, Rf2, Rf1.) 
14.Bd2 Nc6 15.Bb5+ Mikalsen — Merkesvik, Fagernes 2016. White has the 
two-bishop advantage, while Black’s position looks cramped. 

It is possible that the least of evils for Black here may be the immediate 
attack against the enemy pawn on c4 — 10...Na5!? 11.c5 Nd5 12.Bd2 Ne7!? 
His knight at the centre has occupied a beautiful, but very ineffective 
position, so Black retreats it prudently back to his own camp, in order to 
transfer it later to f5, or to c6, with the idea to attack the enemy pawn on d4. 
13.0-0 0-0 14.Bc1!?? Akrill — Mulde, ICCF 2016. White’s bishop on d2 
impedes his own queen to protect the pawn on d4, moreover that he has the 
idea to trap the enemy bishop on b4 (a2-a3, b2-b4, after the preliminary 
retreat of his knight on c3.). 
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We will analyse now: A) 10.d5 and B) 10.Be2. 
It would be rather slow for White to opt here for 10.a3 Bg4!? 11.Be2 Bxf3 

12.gxf3. Capturing with the bishop would lose a pawn for White, so he is 

forced to lose his castling rights. 12...Bh4+ 13.Kfl f6. His pawn-centre is 


very powerful, so Black undermines it immediately. 14.f4 fxe5 15.dxe5 0-0= 
Kreis — Kripp, Bergen 1997. 


Following 10.Bd3, Black at least equalises immediately with the help of an 
intermediate move 10...Nb4!? 11.Bxf5 Nxc4! This is the point! Both White’s 
bishops are hanging, so he cannot preserve the extra piece. 12.Bcl exf5+ 
Now, he must play very energetically in order to obtain sufficient 
compensation for the sacrificed pawn. For example, after the routine move 
13.0-0?! Mrosla — Algra, Email 2002, Black can establish control over the 
d5-square with the move 13...Nb6!?)1 White cannot develop his initiative 
with the move d4-d5, so he would not have compensation for his material 
deficit. 


A) 10.d5 

This is a sharp move. White wishes to cramp his opponent’s position even 
more, but now his d5-pawn would need permanent protection. 

If Black defends precisely, he would not be worse, but he must know the 
theory of this line very well, since every deviation from the best theoretical 
variations may lead to difficulties for him. 
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10...exd5! 
This is the only move! 


After 10...Nb4?!, there have been found ways for White to obtain an 
advantage. 11.Rcl exd5 12.a3! This is the point. If White’s pawn had been on 
d5, Black would have simply captured it with his knight, while now he would 
need to enter rather dubious tactical operations. 12...c5 13.axb4 d4 14.Bxd4 
cxd4 15.Nxd4. Black has sacrificed a pawn hoping to to exert pressure 
against White’s weak e5-pawn, but even if Black manages to regain it White 
will be able to begin a dangerous attack against the enemy monarch on the 
opened e-file. 15...Qb8 16.Qe2!? Bg6 17.c5 Nd7 18.Nd5 NxeS5 (18...Bg5 
19.Rc3+—) 19.h4 h5. The inclusion of the moves with the rook-pawns is 1n 
favour of White, because now Black cannot avoid the attack against his 


bishop with a check (Bh4), moreover that in some variations White’s rook 
can enter the actions on the third rank (Rh3). 20.Nb5+ Perez — Lonyuk, Email 
2012. Black has restored the material balance, but White is threatening to win 
the exchange after penetrating with one of his knights to the c7-square. 


11.cxd5 


It is obviously bad for White to play here 11.Bxb6. Naturally, he will have 
less problems with the protection of his pawn on d5, but he has paid the price 
for that by exchanging his powerful bishop for the not so active enemy 
knight. 11...axb6 12.cxd5 Nb4 13.Nd4 Bg6 
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14.d6?! 0-0! Black simply leaves his bishop under an attack relying on his 
great lead in development. 15.a3 (15.dxe7 Qxe7 16.Be2 Qxe5 17.0-0 Rad8-— 
+) 15...cxd6 16.axb4 Rxal 17.Qxal dxe5. Black has several pawns for the 
sacrificed piece, but what is more important White will fail to evacuate his 
king away from the centre. 18.Nf3 e4 19.Ne5 Qd4 20.Nxg6 fxg6!—+ Huguet 
Reina — Gagliardi, Email 2015. 

14.Bb5+ c6 15.dxc6 0-0! Now, Black must evacuate his king from the 
centre as quickly as possible. 16.cxb7 Rb8. White has temporarily two extra 


pawns, but he would hardly manage to protect them, because his king has not 
castled yet and Black’s bishops are tremendously powerful in this open 
position. 17.Nc6 Nxc6 18.Bxc6 Qc7? Murey — Palatnik, Palma de Mallorca 
1989. White will fail to preserve his e5-pawn and Black has seized 
completely the initiative. 


11...Nb4 12.Nd4 
White ousts the enemy bishop from its active position. 


About 12.Bxb6 axb6 — see 11.Bxb6. 


12...Bd7 
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13.e6 
White continues to oust Black’s pieces. 


Following 13.Nf3, Black should better comply with the repetition of 
moves. 13...Bf5= (Black’s attempt to play for a win 13...Bg4, after 14.Bxb6 
axb6, Geller — Vaganian, Sochi 1986, 15.a3!?, would lead to difficulties for 
him, for example: 15...Bxf3 16.gxf3 Bh4+ 17.Ke2 Na6 18.Rg1 0-0 19.Qd4 


Nc5 20.Rd1?* White’s powerful pawn-centre and his excellently placed major 
pieces compensate with an interest the misplacement of his king.). 


13.Qb3. White is threatening to win the enemy knight, but Black can 
simply ignore this threat. 13...0-0!?° It turns out now that after 14.d6 cxd6 
15.e6 fxe6 16.Qxb4, Black has two central pawns for the piece and what is 
even more important his pieces can begin an attack against White’s king 
stranded in the centre. 16...d5 17.Qb3 Bh4+ 18.g3 Bg5 19.Bxg5 Qxg5. 
Black’s queen intends to penetrate to f2, via the e3-square, where it would be 
in dangerous vicinity to White’s king. 20.Be2 Qe3 21.Nc2 Qf2+ 22.Kd2 
Nc4+ 23.Kcl Rac8! White has managed to evacuate his king from the 
centre of the board to a relatively safe place, but Black’s attack is not over 
yet. White will miss badly his rook, isolated on the al-square, in the 
forthcoming fight. 24.Qxb7 Ba4! Black destroys the shelter of the enemy 
king with the help of tactics. 25.Qa6 Nxb2! 26.Kxb2 Qf6 27.Qxa4 Qxc3+ 
28.Kb1 Rb8+ 29.Bb5 Rf2 30.Rcl a6 31.Qxa6 Qd3 32.Qxe6+ Kh8— Soto 
Palomo — Padilla Lopez, ICCF 2016. 

13.Qf3. This move was played by the Yugoslavian grandmasters Ljubomir 
Ljuboevic and Dragoljub Velimirovic during the 70ies of the past century, 
but Black soon found reliable ways of equalising and the popularity of the 
move 12.Qf3 came back to nil. 13...c5!? Black does not lose time for castling 
and attacks the centralised enemy knight. 14.dxc6. White is forced now to 
destroy his beautiful pawn-centre, because the retreat of his knight would 
lead to material losses for him. 14...Bxc6. Black’s pieces are joining in the 
fight for the d5-square. 
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15.Qg4. White’s attack against the pawn on g7 is not dangerous for Black. 
15...N6d5 16.Bd2, Palffy — Parocza, Hungary 1998. This is the only way for 
White to equalise. (But not 16.Qxg7?, because of 16...Nxe3 17.Qxh8+ Bf8— 
+; 16.Bf2, Nguyen — Ojas, Stockholm 2017, 16...Nxc3!? 17.bxc3 Qa5!?3) 
16...Qb6!? Black preserves the option to castle queenside if necessary. Here, 
it would be most prudent for White to try to simplify the position by trading 
pieces; otherwise, his king might come under a dangerous attack if it remains 
at the centre of the board. 17.Nxd5 Bxd5 18.Bb5+ Bc6 19.Nxc6 bxc6 
20.Bxb4 Bxb4+ 21.Qxb4 Qxb5 22.Qxb5 cxb5= White’s e5-pawn is weak in 
this endgame with four rooks, but he should manage to hold the position with 
a precise play. 

15.Nxc6 bxc6. Now, Black will have to weaken his pawn-structure in order 
to preserve his knight on b4. 
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16.Qe4 N6d5= The position is still within equality, but White’s play is 
much more difficult. For example, his careless move 17.Bf2?, would lead to a 
catastrophe for him. 17...f5! Black wishes to oust the enemy queen from the 
centre of the board, from where it controls the e3 and f4-squares. 18.Qb1 Nf4 
19.Be3, Rattinger — Arnold, ICCF 2006, 19...Bg5!? Black is not in a hurry to 
penetrate with his knight to the d3-square and brings his reserves into the 
actions. 20.Qxf5 Rf8 21.Qxh7 g6! Black cuts off the enemy queen from the 
c2-square. 22.Bxf4 Nc2+ 23.Ke2 Rxf4 24.Qg8+ Ke7 25.Qxd8+ Rxd8. White 
has succeeded in trading the queens, but his position is lost in view of his 
horrible lag in development. 26.Rd1 Rdf8 27.h4 Rf2+ 28.Kd3 Rd8+ 29.Kc4 
Ne3—+ 

16.Rd1 Ne2+ 17.Kf2 Qc7 
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18.Bf4?! Mathias — Arnold, ICCF 2009. White protects his pawn, but loses 
his control over the gl-a7 diagonal. 18...Bc5+!?. Black develops his bishop 
with tempo. 19.Kg3 g5! Black opens the g-file for an attack. 20.Bxg5 Rg8 
21.Ne4 Qxe5+ 22.Kh4 Rg6—+ 

18.Bd3. White wishes to complete his development as quickly as possible 
and to evacuate his king from the danger zone. Still, this would take too 
much time and Black will manage to create pressure against his opponent’s 
weak e5-pawn. 18...Nxe3 19.Qxe3 0-0 20.Rhel, Pavasovic — Bogut, Sibenik 
2009, 20...g6!? 21.Kgl Rae8p, followed by Nd7, Bd8. 

18.Nb5! White is fighting for the initiative. 18...cxb5 19.Bxb5+ Kf8 
20.Rd7. The piece-sacrifice has led to drastic changes in the situation on the 
board. Now, White is attacking and Black must defend accurately. 20...Bh4+. 
Black frees the e7-square for his king with tempo. 21.g3 Nxd7 22.Qxa8+ Ke7 
23.Qe4 Bxg3+ 24.hxg3= Trofimov — Nicotera, ICCF 2013, 24...Nxe3 
25.Bxd7 Nc4 26.Rel Qxd7 27.Qxc4 Rc8 28.Qh4+ Kf8 29.Qxh7 Qd4+ 
30.Kf3 Qd5+ 31.Qe4 Qxa2= The tactical complications are over and there is 
only a few material left on the board. 


13...fxe6 14.dxe6 Bc6é 
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15.Q¢4 

The tension on the board has reached its peak. White can choose here 
between numerous lines, but neither of them provides him with any 
advantage. 


It would be tremendously risky for White to try to impede Black’s castling 
kingside, because losing two tempi in such a sharp position is not reasonable 
at all. 15.Qh5+ g6 16.Qh6 Bh4+ 17.g3 (17.Ke2? Bf6p) 17...Bxh1 18.gxh4 
Qd6!= (18...Qf6? 19.0-0-0 N6d5 20.Bg5 QeS5, Barten — Klein, Germany 
1991, 21.Bc4!+—). In the arising position, Black’s prospects are not worse. In 
addition, if he manages to castle queenside, he will have all the chances of 
realising his material advantage: 19.0-0-0? 0-0-0—+ 


15.a3 Bh4+ 16.g3. In this variation White should better sacrifice the 
exchange than lose his castling rights. (16.Kd2?! N4d5p) 16...Bxh1 17.axb4 
Bf6 18.Qg4 0-0 19.0-0-0, Blot — Lvov, Elancourt 2007, 19...Qe8!? Black 
takes with his queen the control over the important squares g6 and h5 for the 
protection of his king. 20.Bd3 Bg2 21.Nf5 h5 22.Nh6+ Kh8 23.Qf5 g6. Black 
trades the queens at the expense of a pawn, but the position remains sharp 


even after the transfer into an endgame. 24.Qxg6 Qxg6 25.Bxg6 a5 26.b5. 
White should not allow the activation of the enemy rook on a8. 26...Bh3 
27.Bf7 Rfd8 28.Rel Nd5. From this square, Black’s knight will help the 
dark-squared bishop in the fight against White’s passed pawn. 29.Ne4 Be7= 
White has a pawn and actively placed pieces as compensation for the 
exchange-sacrifice. 


15.Nxc6. White refrains from further active actions and enters an 
approximately equal endgame. He chooses this move if he does not wish to 
lose the game in the double-edged complications, arising after his 
alternatives. 15...Qxd1+ 16.Rxd1 (16.Kxd1. White wishes to avoid the 
exchange of the bishop on e3, but his king is misplaced on d1. 16...bxc6 
17.a3 Rd8+ 18.Kcl N4d5 19.Nxd5 Rxd5 20.Kc2 Bg5. Black wishes to 
deprive his opponent of his two-bishop advantage. 21.Bxg5 Rxg5+ Sanchez — 
Rain, ICCF 2006. The passed pawn on e6 is much rather a liability than 
strength.) 16...Nc2+ 17.Kd2 Nxe3 18.Kxe3 bxc6 
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This position has been encountered numerous times in the tournament 
practice. Black holds convincingly his defence. In addition, if White does not 
react adequately, Black may attack and capture the pawn on e6 after which he 


would maintain some edge. 

19.g3. This plan with the fianchetto of the light-squared bishop seems 
rather slow. 19...0-0 20.Ke2, Kapustin — Urner, ICCF 2014. Now, White 
must lose a tempo for the retreat of his king, because after Bc5+, Black 
would penetrate with his rook to the penultimate rank. 20...Rf5!? 21.Bg2 
Re5+ 22.Kd3 Rd8+ 23.Kc2 Rxd1 24.Kxd1 Rxe6 25.Rel Rd6+ 26.Kc2 Kf7? 
Black is very unlikely here to manage to realise his extra pawn, because of 
his numerous weaknesses on the queenside, but still, he is the only one who 
can play for a win in this endgame. 

19.Ba6 0-0 20.Rhel, Urzica — Grunberg, Bucharest 1974. Here, the 
simplest for Black would be to play 20...Rab8!?+, depriving the opponent of 
the possibility Bb7. 

19.Bd3. White plans to defend his e6-pawn with the move Bf5, but after 
that he would lose his control over the c4-square and Black will manage to 
activate noticeably his knight. 19...0-0 20.Rhfl Rae8 21.Rxf8+ Bxf8 22.Bf5 
Nc4+ 23.Kf3 g6. It is useful for Black to oust the enemy bishop to the edge 
of the board. 24.Bh3 Bg7 25.Na4 Nxb2 26.Nxb2 Bxb2 27.Rd7 BeS5 28.g3 
Bd6= Saglione — Rain, ICCF 2008. Black is incapable of realising his extra 
pawn, because White’s rook is very active. 

19.Be2 0-0 20.Rhfl Bf6 21.Kd3. White’s king is headed for the queenside 
in order to protect the pawn on b2. (21.Bg4, Hort — Biehler, Lugano 1987, 
21...Rab8=) 21...Rfe8. Black forces the enemy bishop to protect the pawn on 
e6. 22.Bg4 Rad8+ 23.Kc2 Nc4= Bukowsk — Josefsson, ICCF 2014. Black’s 
actively deployed pieces compensate fully the pawn-weaknesses on his 
queenside. 


15...Bh4+ 16.¢3 Bxh1 
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17.0-0-0 
About 17.gxh4 0-0 18.0-0-0 Qf6 — see 17.0-0-0. 


After 17.Bb5+, Black has found reliable ways of defending. 17...c6 18.0-0- 
0 (About 18.gxh4 0-0 19.0-0-0 h5 — see 18.0-0-0.) 18...0-0 19.gxh4 h5! This 
is the right move! Before capturing the bishop, Black is trying to deflect the 
enemy queen from the attack against the g7-square. (19...cxb5? 20.Nf5 Qf6 
21.Bd4+—) 20.Qg6!? (20.Qg3?! cxb5 21.Bg5, Velimirovic — Kovacevic, 
Subotica 1984, 21...Qe8!?p1) 20...cxb5 21.Nf5 Qf6. Now, it has become 
evident why the moves h7-h5 Qg3 were included. Black is threatening to 
exchange the queens and White must comply with the repetition of the 
position. 22.Nh6+ Kh8 23.Nf7+ Kg8= (Now, if Black so wishes, he may 
avoid the repetition of the position with the move 23...Rxf7, but then 
following 24.Qxh5+ Kg8 25.Qxf7+ Qxf7 26.exf7+ Kxf7 27.Rxh1 Nc4 
28.Bg5 a6=, there would arise almost by force an approximately equal 
endgame. There is just a few material left on the board, so the most likely 
outcome of the game would be a draw.). 


17...0-0 
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18.gxh4 


18.Nf5 Qf6 19.e7, De Reu — Muth, corr. 1983 (It is just bad for White to 
play here 19.Nxh4?!, because his knight goes away deliberately from the key 
g7-square in this position. 19...Bf3. Black forces exchanges. This is the best 
strategy for the side which has a material advantage in the majority of the 
cases. 20.Nxf3 Qxf3 21.Qxf3 Rxf3 22.Bxb6 axb6p Krempel — Alingh Prins, 
corr. 1990.) 19...Qxf5!? This is Black’s simplest move. He does not hold on 
to his material advantage and simply exchanges his opponent’s active pieces. 
20.exf8=Q+ Rxf8 21.Qxf5 Rxf5 22.gxh4. White’s powerful bishops 
compensate his minimal material deficit, but not more than that... 22...Bf3 
23.Bh3 Re5 24.Bd4 Bxd1 25.Bxe5 Nd3+ 26.Kxd1 Nxe5. Black has won a 
pawn, but after 27.Nb5, he cannot protect simultaneously his pawns on a7 
and c7. 27...Nbc4 28.Kc2 Kf7 29.Nxc7 Nd6= White’s doubled pawns on the 
kingside provide Black with a purely symbolic edge. 


18...Qf6 
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19.Bb5 
19.Bh3 Bf3 20.Nxf3 Qxf3= Ortiz — Skeels, Email 2009. 


It would be too risky for White to allow his opponent to sacrifice his queen 
here 19.Bg5 Qxfl1!? 
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After 20.e7?, Black has at his disposal a very elegant knight-sacrifice 
20...Nxa2+! 21.Nxa2 Qc4+ 22.Nc3 Rfl—+ Kupreichik — Alburt, Odessa 1973. 

20.Rxfl Rxfl+ 21.Nd1! (21.Kd2? Nc4+ 22.Ke2 Raf8 23.Nd1 Nc2—+ Lewis 
— Torres, USA 1976) 21...Nd3+ 22.Kc2 Nel= Here, White has absolutely no 
reasons to refrain from the repetition of the position, because after 23.Kc3?! 
c5 24.Nf5 Nd5+ 25.Kc4, Den Broeder — De Veij, Netherlands 1979, his king 
would be horribly misplaced on the c4-square. 25...h5!? Black deflects the 
enemy queen from the protection of the knight on f5. 26.Qe2 b5+! His plans 
include the moves Ne7 and Bc6, therefore Black sacrifices a pawn, provoking 
the enemy king to occupy the b5-square, where it would be attacked with 
tempo. 27.Kxb5 Rxf5 28.Qxel Nc7+ 29.Kc4 Bd5+ 30.Kc3 Bxe6p White’s 
pawn on e6 has been captured and Black’s two rooks will be more powerful 
than White’s queen in this endgame. 


After 19.Be2, Black can simply retreat his bishop to a safe place. 19...Bd5!? 
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20.Nxd5?! White is attacking, so he should avoid exchanges. 20...N4xd5 
21.Bg5 Qe5y Lewandowski — Sikora, corr. 1996. 

20.Rg1, Erler — Packroff, DDR 1976, 20...Qe5!? 21.Bh6 g6? White can 
regain the exchange indeed, but then Black will seize the initiative. 

20.Bg5. From this square, White’s bishop will support the advance of his e- 
pawn. 20...Qe5 21.e7 Rfe8 22.Nxd5 N4xd5 23.Bd3!? The bishop is eyeing 
the enemy pawn on h7. (23.Nf5?!, Korman — Alburt, Lund 1976, 23...¢6!? 
24.Nh6+ Kg7? Here, White can hardly prove that he has sufficient 
compensation for the exchange.) 23...Nxe7 24.Nf3 Qc5+ 25.Kb1 Ned5 
26.Rg1 Qd6 27.Bf4. White is waiting for the appropriate moment to sacrifice 
his bishop on h7. 27...Qf8 28.Be5 Rxe5. Black should better give up the 
exchange; otherwise, White’s attack might become very powerful. 29.Nxe5 
Re8 30.Bxh7+. Now, White forces a perpetual check with the help of some 
sacrifices. 30...Kxh7 31.Qh5+ Kg8 32.Rxg7+ Kxg7 33.Qg5+ Kh8 34.Qh5+ 
Kg8 35.Qg6= 
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19...c6!? 


Black deprives the enemy bishop of its control over the e8-square, which 


might be useful if he decides to advance his e-pawn. 
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20.Bg5 
White develops his bishop to an active position with tempo. 


20.Rxh1?! The exchange of the bishops diminishes White’s attacking 
potential. 20...cxb5 21.Bg5 (21.Ndxb5 N6d5 22.Bd4, Munoz Pantoja — Brusi 
Noguera, Barcelona 2011, 22...Qh6+!? 23.Kb1 Rf4 24.Qg2 Raf8—+ Black has 
brought his reserves into the protection of his king and White’s attack has 
reached its dead end.) 21...Qg6. Black begins a decisive counter attack. 22.h5 
Qd3 23.Rd1 Rfl—+ Atuan — Hoynck van Papendrecht, ICCF 2012. 

The move 20.Be2 leads to a very complicated game. 20...Qe5 21.Bg5 Bd5 
22.e7 Rf7 23.a3 Na6=+ Lance — Meddeler, Netherlands 1983. Black has 
managed to consolidate his position and to preserve his extra material, but 
White’s attacking possibilities are not exhausted yet... 


20...Bf3!? 
This is Black’s most reliable move. 
After 20...Qe5, he may have problems to find the right defensive path. 


21.e7 Rf2! It is essential for Black to preserve the control over the f5-square. 
(The passive defence would be very bad for Black. 21...Rfe8? 22.Nf5!+) 
22.Qg1 Qxh2 23.Qxh2 Rxh2. He has achieved a lot by exchanging the 
queens, but White still has resources... 24.Ne6. He is threatening Nd8. 
24...N4d5. Black is ready to comply with the fact that he would need to give 
up a knight for the enemy pawn on e7. 25.Nxd5 Nxd5 26.Bc4 Be4 27.Bb3 h6 
28.Rfl Nxe7 29.Bxe7 Bd5 30.Nc7 Bxb3 31.Nxa8 Bxa2. White has regained 
the sacrificed material. Black’s three pawns would be approximately equal to 
White’s knight in the arising endgame. 32.Rf8+ Kh7 33.Rb8 Rh1+ 34.Kd2 
Rh2= Horak — Lanzani, ICCF 2015. 


21.Nxf3 Qxf3 
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22.Qxf3 


White should comply with the equality here, because if he tries to obtain an 
advantage in the middle game, it might all end up in a catastrophe for him, 
for example: 22.Qxb4?! cxb5 23.e7 Rfe8 24.Qb3+ Qf7 25.Qxf7+ Kxf7 
26.Nxb5 Rac8+ 27.Kb1 Nc4 28.Nxa7 Re5p Horak — Sarakenidis, ICCF 
2015. Two pawns cannot be sufficient compensation for the exchange here, 


since White’s knight is obviously misplaced at the edge of the board. 


22...Rxf3 23.e7, Anderson — Bernstein, Philadelphia 1992, 23...N6d5!? 
White has covered the d-file and has deprived his opponent of the 
possibilities, connected with the move Rd8. 24.Bc4 h6 25.a3 hxg5 26.axb4 
Rf4 27.Bxd5+ cxd5 28.Nxd5 Rc4+. Black takes the c7-square under control. 
29.Kb1 Re8 30.hxg5 Kf7= The tactical complications are over and there has 
arisen dynamic balance on the board. 


B) 10.Be2 
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This is a calm move. White is reluctant to force the issue before the 
completion of the development of his pieces. 


10...0-0 11.0-0 


This is his most logical move. The delay of White’s development would 
only facilitate Black’s defence. 

About 11.Qd2 f6 12.exf6 Bxf6 13.0-0 Qe7, or 11.a3 f6 12.0-0 fxe5, or 
12.exf6 Bxf6 13.0-0 Qe8 — see 11.0-0. 


11...f6! 
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White’s e5-pawn cramps considerably Black’s position, so he must 
exchange it as quickly as possible even at the price of some weakening of the 
pawn on e6. 

12.exf6 

If White refrains from this natural exchange, he may have difficulties, 
because if he has a pawn on e5, then the vulnerability of Black’s pawn on e6 
would be almost irrelevant, since White would be incapable of creating 
pressure against it on the e-file. 
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Following 12.d5 Nxe5 13.Nxe5 fxe5, White can regain his pawn with the 
line: 14.¢4 Bg6 15.dxe6, but his pawn on e6, which would remain isolated 
inside the enemy camp, would be much rather a liability than strength. In 
addition, the shelter of White’s king would remain horribly weakened after 
the pawn-advance g2-g¢4. 15...Rxfl+ 16.Qxfl c6. It is essential for Black to 
take the d5-square under control, so that White cannot play later Nd5. 17.a4 
Bg5 18.Bf2. He avoids prudently the trade of the bishops; otherwise, the 
vulnerability of the dark squares would hurt White seriously. 18...Qf6 19.a5 
Nc8+ Zawadka — Fremmegaard, ICCF 2017. Now, White must watch 


carefully about the fate of his e6-pawn, as well as for his king’s safety... 


12.Qb3. Here, White’s queen would be a bit isolated from the focus of the 
actions. 12...fxe5 13.dxe5 (13.d5?! This untimely activity would only 
enhance the activation of Black’s knight. 13...Nb4. Now, White is incapable 
of preventing the appearance of the enemy knight on the d3-outpost, because 
he must lose time for the protection of his c2-square. 14.Rac1 Nd3? Valcrose 
— Metras, Salon de Provence 2014.) 13...Qe8+ Reynes Gonzalez — Cabanna, 
Budapest 2006. White’s e5-pawn not only impedes his possibility to attack 
the enemy e6-pawn, but also requires protection, so Black’s prospects are not 
worse at all. 

12.a3. This is not White’s most ambitious move. He covers the b4-square 
against the possible penetration of the enemy knight, but this is hardly worth 
the lost tempo. 12...fxe5 13.d5 (13.dxe5?! Bg48; 13.Nxe5 Nxe5 14.dxe5, 
Ticoulat — Tartakower, Sitges 1934, 14...c6!?3 Black is perfectly prepared to 
attack the enemy pawn on e5: Nd7, Qc7.) 13...e4! This move is energetic and 
strong! Black 1s fighting to gain access to the e5-square for his knight. 
14.Nd2 Ne5+ Later, White’s task would be much more complicated, for 
example: 15.Bxb6 — he wishes to capture on e4, without worrying about the 
fate of his c4-pawn. 15...axb6 16.Ndxe4, Vasilenko — Akinshin, RCCA 1998, 
16...Nf7!? 17.dxe6 Bxe6? The power of Black’s bishops should gradually tell 
in this opened position. 


12.Nh4. White cannot even equalise with this pawn-sacrifice. 12...fxe5 
13.Nxf5 Rxf5!? It is essential for Black to free the f8-square for his queen. 
14.Rxf5 exf5 15.d5 Nd4. This is the simplest decision for Black. He gives 
back the extra material and seizes firmly the initiative. 16.Bxd4 exd4 
17.Qxd4 Qf8!3 Selianinov — Chestnov, Smolensk 2001. Black has managed 
to prevent c4-c5. His prospects seem preferable in the forthcoming battle, 
because his bishop seems much more active than its white counterpart. 

Following 12.Qel1 fxe5 13.dxe5, the simplest for Black would be to 
continue with 13...a6!?, depriving his opponent of the possibility to attack 
later the pawn on c7 with the move NbS. 14.Qg3. White’s queen will be well 


placed here, because it would attack the enemy pawn on g7 and protect his 
own pawn on e5 at the same time. (About 14.Rd1 Qe8 15.Qg3 Rd8 — see 
14.Qg3.) 14...Qe8 15.Rad1 Rd8. It would be useful for Black to trade a 
couple of rooks. 16.Rxd8 Bxd8 17.Rd1, Buecker — Winge, Krefeld 1983, 
17...Nd7!?+ White can hardly find here an active plan for his actions, because 
his pieces are squeezed with the protection of the pawn on e5. 


12...Bxf6 
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13.Qd2 
Now, if it becomes necessary, White might bring his rook into the 
protection of his pawn on d4. 


The move 13.b3 has some venom. 13...Qe8!? (It is less precise for Black to 
play here 13...Qe7, because after 14.Bd3! Rad8 15.Bxf5 exf5 16.Qd2* Gomez 
Galan Arense — Matrisch, ICCF 2015, contrary to the move 13...Qe8, he 
would not have the tactical motifs, connected with the move Nxd4, due to the 
misplacement of his queen.) 14.Bd3 Rd8 15.Bxf5 exf5 16.Qd2 Nxd4! This is 
the point. Black equalises completely with this temporary knight-sacrifice. 
17.Bxd4 c5 18.Rael Qc6= 


13.a3 Qe8!?= This is a multi-purpose move. Black not only prepares Rd8, 
in order to exploit the juxtaposition of his rook and the enemy queen on the 
d-file in his favour, but also may advance e6-e5 at some moment with the 
idea to exchange his weak pawn, or to occupy additional space with e5-e4. 
14.Bf2. Later, the defencelessness of the bishop on e3 may hurt White, so he 
removes it immediately to a safer place. 14...Rd8 15.c5. White occupies 
space on the queenside, but weakens the d5-square. 15...Nd5 16.Qd2 Nde7. 
Black’s knight was beautifully placed at the centre of the board, but was not 
effective at all. In fact, 1t impeded his rook on d8 to exert pressure against the 
enemy pawn on d4. Therefore, Black prepares the transfer of the knight to the 
f5-square. 17.Rael Bg4 18.Ne4 Nf5= The vulnerability of the pawns on e6 
and d4 is about balanced. 

White cannot create any problems for his opponent with 13.d5 Ne5 14.Bc5S. 
Now, Black has the calm response 14...Re8= Rozentalis — Vaganian, Belgium 
2011 (or the sharper possibility 14...Nexc4!?=+). With a white pawn on d5, 
Black does not need to worry about the fate of his weak pawn on e6, because 
he can always exchange it. 


13.Rcl. White simply develops his pieces and does not prevent his 
opponent’s plans. 13...Qe7 14.Qb3. He frees the d1-square for his rook. 
(14.Bf2 Rad8=) 14...Rad8= Stirn — Csoke, Balatonbereny 1993. Black exerts 
pressure against the d4-square and this compensates the vulnerability of his 
pawn-structure. 


13.h3. The plan with the preparation of the pawn advance g2-¢4 is not 
dangerous for Black, but he must still play carefully. 13...Qe8!?= (It is bad 
for Black to chose here 13...Qe7?, because his bishop on g6 has nowhere to 
retreat to after that. 14.¢4 Bg6 15.g5+) 14.¢4 Bg6 15.g5 Be7 16.Nh4, Fauvel 
— Villeneuve, Clermont Ferrand 1985, 16...Rd8!?3 White’s premature 
kingside activity has only weakened the shelter of his own king. 


13...Qe7 


Black prepares not only Rad8, but also e6-e5. 
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About 14.h3 Rad8 15.Rad1 Bg6 — see 14.Rad1. 


14.Rael. White decides not to protect additionally the d4-square, but to 

exert pressure against the enemy e6-pawn. 14...Rad8 15.c5 Nd7 16.Qcl, 
Lukashuk — Bratchenko, St Petersburg 2002, 16...b6!? Black’s knight is 
misplaced on the d7-square, so he should better activate it immediately, 
ignoring the possible weakening of his pawn-structure on the queenside. 
17.cxb6 Nxb6+ Black’s active pieces, as well as his powerful pressure 
against the d4-pawn compensate fully for him the defects of his pawn- 
structure. 


14.Rfd1. This voluntary removal of the rook from the open f-file does not 
seem to be so natural. 14...Rad8 15.Racl, Shytaj — Garcia Palermo, Martina 
Franca 2008, 15...Rfe8!? With this insidious rook-move, Black increases the 
effect of the threat e6-e5. If White plays 16.c5, then Black’s knight will gain 


access to a wonderful square at the centre of the board — 16...Nd5=+ 


14.c5 Nd5 
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After 15.Bf2 Rad8 16.Rad1, Kantane — Kantans, Stockholm 2016, Black 
has an interesting plan, connected with the advance of his g-pawn: 16...g5!? 
17.Nxd5 exd5= 

Following 15.Bc4 Nxe3 16.Qxe3, Black should better remove immediately 
his king from the a2-g8 diagonal. 16...Kh8= Nielsen — Norman Hansen, 
Herning 1936. The vulnerability of the pawns on e6 and d4 is about balanced. 

15.Nxd5. Now, Black cannot increase his pressure against the enemy pawn 
on d4 on the d-file, so he corrects his pawn-structure. 15...exd5 16.Rael a6!? 
This is the simplest for him. Now, he does not need to worry about White’s 
possible bishop-sortie Bb5. 17.Bf2, Goris Antonius — Barthel, Triesen 2000, 
17...Be4= Black has no pawn-weaknesses in his position. 

14...Rad8 
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15.Qcl 
White removes immediately his queen away from the juxtaposition with the 
enemy rook. 


15.Qel1. He prepares the transfer of his queen to the g3-square, but it turns 
out that after the move 15...Nb4,,, Black’s counterplay might turn out to be 
very dangerous. For example: 16.Qg3 Nc2 17.Bf2 Qb4° After the removal of 
White’s queen to the kingside, Black will concentrate with all his forces 
against White’s queenside pawns. 18.Qxc7 Qxb2 19.Nb5 Qxa2p Moraza — 
Cobo Arteaga, Havana 1970. 


15.Kh1. This is a good move. White makes a useful move with his king, 
without showing his future plan for the moment. 15...h6. Black adheres to 
waiting strategy. 16.b3 (16.Qcl Kh8 — see 15.Qc1) 16...Nb4=, planning to 
continue with c7-c5, or Nc2, Schwarhofer — Rettore, Vienna 2012. Black’s 
counterplay compensates fully the slight weakness of his pawn on e6. 


15.h3 Bg6. Black plans to push e6-e5, therefore he evacuates beforehand 
his bishop from f5, since it might become vulnerable after that pawn- 


advance. 16.Qcl e5!? Black provokes an immediate crisis at the centre of the 
board. Now, the game suddenly sharpens. 17.d5 Nd4. Black sacrifices a pawn 
for the initiative. 18.Nxd4 exd4 19.Bxd4 Bg5. This is the essence of Black’s 
idea. Now, White’s queen is forced to retreat to a passive position. 20.Qal c5 
21.Bf2 Rxf2! 22.Rxf2 Be3 23.Rdfl, De Vries — Odendahl, Dieren 1990, 
23...Rf8!? Black continues to increase his pressure. White’s defence is very 
difficult, because the dark squares in his camp are horribly weakened. 
24.Qel. White’s queen will be trying to help in the defence of his kingside, 
but now Black has some additional tactical motifs at his disposal. 24...Nxc4 
25.Bxc4 Bxf2+ 26.Qxf2 Rxf2 27.d6+ Qf7 28.Bxf7+ Rxf7 29.Rd1 Rd7= 
White’s passed pawn has been reliably blocked, while Black’s king will 
come soon to help his rook. 


15...h6!? 

Black makes a leeway for his king and waits. Later, depending on the plan 
that his opponent would choose, he would either manage to advance e6-e5, or 
would continue to increase the pressure against the pawn on d4 (Rd7). 
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16.Kh1 


16.Rd2, Suetin — Golyak, Grieskirchen 1998. The placement of White’s 
queen and his rook on d2 on the same diagonal creates some tactical motifs 
for Black. 16...e5!? 17.d5 Nd4 18.Nxd4 exd4 19.Bxd4 Bg5+ White must still 
prove that he has sufficient compensation for the exchange. 


16.d5. This straightforward pawn-advance in the centre enables Black to 
get rid of his weakness on e6. 16...exd5 17.Nxd5 Nxd5 18.cxd5 Bxb2. After a 
simple tactical strike Black manages to win a pawn. 19.Qxb2 Qxe3+ 20.Kh1 
Na5~+ Paehtz — Gottschalk, Dortmund 1997. 


16.h3 e5!? This energetic pawn-break is Black’s simplest road to equality. 
17.dxe5 Nxe5 18.c5. White gains access to the d5-square for his knight and 
as a consequence will obtain the two-bishop advantage, but Black has no 
pawn-weaknesses in his position and holds easily the defence with a precise 
play. 18...Rxd1 19.Rxd1 Nbd7 20.Nd5 Qf7 21.Nxf6+ Qxf6 22.Rf1 Bg6 23.b4 
Qe6 24.Nxe5 Nxe5 25.Rxf8+ Kxf8 26.Bf4 Nd3!? Black sacrifices a pawn 
and relies on the drawish tendencies of the positions with bishops of opposite 
colours. 27.Bxd3 Bxd3 28.Qd2 Bc4 29.Qd8+ Kf7 30.Qxc7+ Qe7 31.Qxe7+ 
Kxe7= White has an extra pawn indeed, but the endgame with bishops of 
opposite colours seems a dead draw. 


16...Kh8!? 

This is another prophylactic move. Black removes his king away from the 
a2-g8 diagonal. 

17.h3 

It would be useful for White deprive his opponent of the possibility Bg4. 


17.Bg1, Deshmukh — Mohota, Sangli 2000, 17...Bg4!?= 
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17...Rd7!? 

Black refrains from the plan with the pawn-advance e6-e5, in favour of 
exerting piece-pressure against the enemy pawn on d4. 

18.d5 

This move leads to the simplification of the position. 


Following 18.Bg1 Rfd8=+ A.Zaitsev — Zilberberg, USSR 1970, Black’s 
piece-pressure against the d4-square would be very unpleasant for White. 


18...Ne5 19.b3 Nxf3 20.Bxf3 exd5 21.Rdel Qd8 22.Nxd5 Bh4 23.Bc5 
Bxel 24.Bxf8 Qxf8 25.Qxel 

The position has been simplified considerably. White’s pieces have been 
more actively deployed, but Black should manage to draw easily if he 
continues with the plan of simplifying the position. 

25...c6 26.Nxb6 axb6 27.Bh5 Rd6 

Now, in order to equalise completely, Black must get rid of the pin on the f- 
file. In order to do that he prepares the transfer of his rook to the f6-square. 

28.Qb4 c5 29.Qc3 Rf6 30.Kg1 Qd6 31.Rd1 Qf4 

It would be sufficient for Black to equalise with the line: 31...Qc7 32.Qe3 


Kh7 33.Be2 g6 34.Rd5 Re6 35.Qd2 Re7 36.Bd3 Qg3 37.Qf2 Rel+ 38.Bfl 
Qxf2+ 39.Kxf2 Ral 40.Rd2 Kg7= Glaser — Pavlov, ICCF 2017. 

32.Qd2 Be4 33.Qxf4 Rxf4 34.Rd6 Bc6= Kunzelmann — Pavlov, ICCF 
2016. 


Part 4 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 Nb6 
5.exd6 cxd6 
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After a trade on d6 (This is the reason of the name — the Exchange 
System.), White gets rid immediately of his pawn on e5, which has crossed a 
bit too early the demarcation line, and would not need to worry about its 
further protection. He would be happy to obtain even a slight but stable edge 
thanks to his extra space (a pawn on d4 against a black pawn on d6). 


————— 


In Chapter 11 we will analyse the variations in which White delays the 
development of his knight to the f3-square. In Chapters 12-13 he plays on his 
move 6 — Nf3. Black must be on the alert about the Voronezh variation 
(Chapter 11, 9.b3), but he must study quite seriously the other alternatives as 
well. 


Chapter 11 


1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 Nb6 


5...cxd6 


5.exd6 


—————— 
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The capturing with the other pawn for Black was considered to be a good 
alternative for him for a long time 5...exd6. Presently, the attitude of the 
theoreticians to this move is definitely negative. If White does not develop 
his knight on f3, but plays instead 6.Nc3 Be7 7.Bd3! 0-0 8.Nge2!, then he 
obtains a slight but stable edge thanks to his space advantage. For example: 
8...Nc6 9.0-0 Re8 10.b3 Bf6 11.Be3 Bg4. Black’s position is tramped, so he 
wishes to trade at least a couple of minor pieces. Still, after an exchange on 
e2, White obtains the two-bishop advantage. 12.Qd2 Bxe2 13.Bxe2 d5 14.c5. 
He occupies additional space on the queenside. 14...Nc8 15.Rfel N8e7 
16.Bg4?, White prevents the move Nf5, Ivanchuk — Carlsen, Moscow 2007. 


6.Nc3 

Now, in order for the readers not to get lost in the numerous possible 
transpositions of moves, in this and in the next chapter we will analyse only 
these variations for White in which he delays the development of his knight 
to the f3-square. 


About 6.Nf3 g6 — see Chapters 12-13. 
6.a4 a5 7.Nc3 g6 — see 6.Nc3. 


6.Be2 g6 7.Nc3 (7.Be3 Bg7 — see 6.Be3; 7.Nf3 Bg7, or 7.h3 Bg7 8.Nf3 0-0 
— see Chapter 12, variation B) 7...Bg7 — see 6.Nc3. 


6.b3 g6 7.Nc3 (7.Be3 Bg7 — see 6.Be3; 7.Nf3 Bg7, or 7.Bb2 Bg7 8.Nf3 0-0 
— see Chapter 12) 7...Bg7 — see 6.Nc3. 

6.h3 g6 7.Nf3 (7.Be3 Bg7 — see 6.Be3; 7.Nc3 Bg7 — see 6.Nc3) 7...Bg7 — 
see Chapter 12. 


It is not good for White to play here 6.g3, because after the development of 
his bishop to the g2-square, his pawn on c4 would not be sufficiently 
protected. 6...g6 7.Bg2 Bg7 
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It is bad for White to try here 8.Be3, Andreev — Neverov, Kharkov 1999, 
because his bishop would be soon attacked on this square after Nc4. 8...d5!? 
9.c5 Nc43 Here, White should comply with having an inferior position and 
allow the move Nxe3, since his attempt to save his bishop from an exchange 
10.Bc1?!, would lead to further worsening of his position. 10...Nc6 11.Ne2 
Bgé4 12.f3 Qa5+ 13.Nbc3 Bd7p Black’s pieces exert powerful pressure 
against the enemy pawn on d4 and White’s defence would be very difficult. 

8.Ne2 Nc6 9.b3 Bg4+ Gaitan — Santoro, Villa Martelli 2017. Black wishes 
to provoke the move f2-f3, in order to reduce the scope of action of the 
enemy bishop on g2. 

6.Be3 g6 
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About 7.Bd3 Bg7 — see 6.Bd3. 

7.45 Bg7 — see 6.d5. 

7.Nc3 Bg7, or 7.63 Bg7 8.Nc3 0-0 — see 6.Nc3. 

7.Nf3 Bg7 — see Chapter 12, variation A. 

7.Be2 Bg7 8.Nc3 (8.Nf3 0-0 — see Chapter 12, variation B) 8...0-0 — see 
6.Nc3. 

7.h3 Bg7 8.Qd2 (8.Nf3 0-0 — see Chapter 12, variation A; 8.Nc3 0-0 — see 
6.Nc3) 8...0-0 9.Nc3 Nc6 — see 6.Nc3. 

7.h4 h5. This is the simplest for Black. He prevents the further advance of 
the enemy pawn. 8.d5 (8.Nc3 Bg7 — see 6.Nc3) 8...Bg7 9.Nc3 0-0+ 

7.Qd2. White wishes to play Bh6 as quickly as possible. 7...Bg7 8.Bh6 0-0 
9.h4, Meijers — Kengis, Riga 1989. He continues with his aggressive strategy, 
but Black counters the enemy flank attack with a counter strike in the centre 
and equalises. (9.Nc3 e5 — see 6.Nc3) 9...Bxh6 10.Qxh6 e5 11.dxe5 dxe5 
12.h5 g5+ White’s queeng might turn out to be isolated on the h6-square. 

6.Bd3 g6 7.Ne2 (7.Nc3 Bg7 — see 6.Nc3; 7.Nf3 Bg7 — see Chapter 12; 
7.Be3 Bg7 8.Ne2 0-0 — see 7.Ne2; 8.Nc3 0-0 — see 6.Nc3; 8.Nf3 — see 
Chapter 12) 7...Bg7 
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About 8.Nbc3 Nc6 — see 6.Nc3. 

8.Be3 0-0 9.0-0 (9.Nbc3 Nc6 — see 6.Nc3) 9...Nc6 — see 8.0-0. 

8.0-0 0-0 9.Be3. If White delays the development of his knight to the c3- 
square, he might have unnecessary difficulties (9.Nbc3 — see 6.Nc3). 9...Nc6 
10.Qd2 (10.Nbc3 e5 — see 6.Nc3) 10...e5 11.Bg5!? (11.d5, Puscasiu — 
Ghizdavu, Bucharest 1971, 11...e4!p1) 11...Qc73, followed by f7-f5, beginning 
active actions on the kingside. 


6.d5. White wishes to impede the fianchetto of the enemy bishop with the 
moves Qd4, or Be3-d4, but this plan seems to be rather risky. 6...¢6 
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About 7.Nc3 Bg7 — see 6.Nc3. 

7.Be3 Bg7 8.Bd4 0-0 9.Bxg7 Kxg7 10.Qd4+, Santiago — Torres, Joao 
Pessoa 2013, 10...e5!? This move is energetic and strong! 11.dxe6+ f6°, 
followed by Nc6, Bxe6. Black has a great lead in development and good 
attacking prospects against the enemy pawn on c4. 

7.Qd4 e5!? 8.dxe6 f6 9.Nc3 Nc6. Black emphasizes the defects of the early 
enemy queen-sortie. 10.Qd2 (10.Qe3 d5 11.cxd5 Nxd5? Kaasen — Skovgaard, 
Helsingor 2016) 10...Bxe6 11.Nd5 Ne5 12.63 Rc8+ White lags in 
development and his defence is very difficult. For example, the natural 
development of his bishop 13.Bb2?! Elgersma — Zelbel, Groningen 2017, 
would enable Black to open the c-file for his rook. 13...Nxd5!? 14.cxd5 Bf5 
15.Rcl h5 16.Rxc8 Qxc8 17.Qc3 Qxc3+ 18.Bxc3 Bh6 19.Bd2 Be4y 


6...26 
Black is preparing Bg7 and from that square the bishop will not only exert 
pressure against the d4-square, but would also help the pawn-advance e7-e5. 
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7.Be3 

White fortifies immediately his d4-pawn. 
About 7.Nge2 Bg7 8.d5 0-0 — see 7.d5. 
7.Nf3 Bg7 8.h3 0-0 — see Chapter 13. 


7.63 Bg7 8.Be3 (8.Nf3 0-0, or 8.Bb2 0-0 9.Nf3 Bg4 — see Chapter 12) 8...0- 
0 — see 7.Be3. 


7.h3 Bg7 8.Be3 (8.Nf3 0-0 9.Be2 Nc6, or 8.Be2 0-0 9.Nf3 Nc6 — see 
Chapter 13, variation B) 8...0-0 — see 7.Be3. 


7.Be2 Bg7 8.Nf3 (8.h3 0-0 9.Nf3 Nc6 — see Chapter 13, variation B; 8.Be3 
0-0 — see 7.Be3) 8...0-0 — see Chapter 12, variation B2. 


7.d5. White clarifies immediately the situation in the centre a bit too early 
and also weakens the dark squares in his camp. 7...,Bg7 8.Nge2 0-0 9.Nd4 
(9.Nf4 N8d73, followed by Ne5, or Nc5) 9...e5!? Black wishes to play 
actively ignoring the possible material sacrifices. 10.dxe6 Nc6!? 11.Nxc6 
bxc6 12.exf7+ Rxf7. White has an extra pawn, but lags horribly in 


development and will fail to preserve it. 13.Be2 Be6 14.c5, Oleksienko — 
Gordenko, Evpatoria 2001, 14...dxc5* Black’s bishops exert powerful 
pressure against White’s queenside. 


7.c5. White begins active actions on the queenside, but his pieces are not 
developed yet. Therefore, this plan seems to be premature. 7...dxc5 8.Bb5+ 
(Following 8.dxc5 Qxd1+ 9.Kxd1 N6d7, White will have difficulties with the 
protection of his pawn on c5. 10.Nd5 Kd8 11.Bf4 Nxc5!? 12.Be5 Rg8p He 
has no compensation for the sacrificed pawn.) 8...Nc6 9.dxc5 Qxd1+ 
10.Kxd1 Nd7 11.Nd5 Rb8 12.Nf3 Bg7 13.Rel e5= Black has parried the 
pressure of the enemy pieces and has obtained a quite acceptable position. 
14.Nc7+?! There are no queens left on the board, so the fact that Black has 
lost his castling rights is not worth the tempi White has lost to achieve that. 
14...Kd8 15.Nd5, Mosadeghpour — Nasri, Teheran 2014, 15...a6!? 16.Bc4 
Nxc5 17.Bg5+ Kd7 18.Rc1 Kd6? White’s compensation for the sacrificed 
pawn is insufficient. 


7.Bd3 Bg7 8.Nge2 (8.Be3 0-0 — see 7.Be3) 8...Nc6 9.d5. This move leads 
to the weakening of the dark squares (White should better choose here 9.Be3 
0-0 — see 7.Be3.). 9...Nb4!? After this move, contrary to Ne5, the knight 
would control the d5-square. 10.63, Speck — Wohl, Melbourne 1991, 
10...e6!? Black wishes to open the position in the centre. He does not need to 
worry about his isolated pawn on d6, since White cannot prevent the move 
d6-d5. 11.dxe6 Bxe6 12.Be4 d5 13.Ba3 a5f The activity of Black’s pieces 
increases with every move. 


7.Bg5. White wishes to prevent the enemy pawn-advance e7-e5. 7...Bg7 
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About 8.h3 0-0 9.Nf3 Be6 — see Chapter 13. 

8.Nf3 Bg4= 

It is still premature for White to try here 8.c5 dxc5 9.dxc5 N6d7 10.BbS, 
Sevillano — Taylor, Minneapolis 2005, 10...Bxc3+!? 11.bxc3 Qa5? White’s 
two-bishop advantage does not compensate fully his numerous weaknesses. 

8.Qd2 Nc6. Black’s knight is headed for the d4-square. 9.d5 Nd4 10.Bd3 
Bf5 11.Rcel1, Lie — Agdestein, Molde 2004, 11...Bxd3!? 12.Qxd3 Qc8. Black 
attacks the c4-pawn and wins a tempo for the transfer of his knight to the g4- 
square. 13.b3 Qg4 14.Qg3 h5+ 

8.Rcl 0-0 
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9.Nf3 Bg4 10.Be2 h6 11.Be3 d5 12.c5 Nc4 13.Bxc4 dxc4= Novy — Liska, 
Kouty nad Desnou 2018. 

The move 9.d5, Kuzawka — Janev, Vilagarcia 2000 weakens the c5-square 
and Black can exploit this immediately: 9...Na6!?=, followed by Nc5. 

9.b3. White takes measures against d6-d5, Nc4, but Black manages to oust 
the enemy bishop from the g5-square and to advance e7-e5. 9...h6 10.Be3 e5 
11.dxe5 dxe5= Erenska Barlo — Hugentobler, Davos 2004. 

9.Qd2. White cannot prevent Black’s two possible plans with just one 
move. 9...d5 10.c5 Nc4 11.Bxc4 dxc4 12.Nge2, Berg — Svensson, 
Hallstahammar 2003, 12...66!?+ White’s pawn on c5 cramps Black’s 
position, so he attacks it immediately. 

9.Be2 h6 10.Be3 d5. This plan for White is stronger with a bishop on e2, 
since now Bxc4 would be played in two moves. 11.c5 Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 
13.Nge2, Kaminski — Kveinys, Lubniewice, 13...b6!? 14.Qa4 bxc5 15.dxc5 
Be6é 16.0-0 Qe8?3, preparing the development of the bishop to the c6-square. 


7.h4 h5 8.Bg5. From this square, the bishop would prevent the pawn- 
advance e7-e5, but contrary to Be3, White would preserve his control over 
the d4-square. (8.Be3 Bg7 — see 7.Be3) 8...Bg7 9.Rcl Nc6 10.d5, Baljon — 


Palatnik, Teeside 1974, 10...Nd4!?+, with good counterplay on the dark 
squares. 


7.a4 a5. Black should better prevent a4-a5. 
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About 8.Be3 Bg7 — see 7.Be3. 

8.Nf3 Bg7 — see Chapter 12. 

The move 8.Bf4 leads to a complicated double-edged fight. 8...Bg7 9.c5 
dxc5 10.Bb5+, Steflitsch — Posch, Austria 2000, 10...Nc6!? 11.dxc5 Nd7 
12.Nd5 e5 13.Be3 0-0= Black is perfectly prepared for the advance of his e 
and f-pawns. 

8.c5 dxc5 9.Bb5+ (After 9.dxc5 N6d7 10.Bb5 Bg7 11.Nge2 0-0 12.Be3 
Nc6+, White should play very carefully, because his queenside has been 
weakened by the pawn-advance a2-a4. For example, it would be bad for him 
to choose here 13.Qd2?!, because of 13...Nde5 14.Rd1 Qxd2+ 15.Rxd2 Be6 
16.Nf4 Bb3p Kiik — Dunworth, Espoo 1991.) 9...N6d7 10.Bf4. The target for 
White’s minor pieces 1s obvious — the c7-square. (10.dxc5 Bg7 — see 9.dxc5; 
10.Bg5, Dovzik — Wilke, Massy 1992, 10...Nc6!? 11.d5 Na7!?+ White’s 
actively deployed pieces compensate the sacrificed pawn, but not more than 
that.) 10...Bg7 11.Nd5 e5 
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12.dxe5 0-0 13.Nf3 Nb6. White’s knight is too powerful at the centre of the 
board, so Black’s desire to exchange it as quickly as possible 1s easily 
understandable. 14.Ne3. White wishes to preserve as many pieces as 
possible. (After 14.Nxb6 Qxb6, Black completes the development of his 
queenside pieces without any problems and equalises. 15.0-0 Nc6 16.h3. 
White prevents the appearance of the enemy bishop to the g4-square. 
16...Be6 17.Qe2, Nikolin — Frometa Castillo, Tuzla 1987, 17...Rfd8!2=; 
14.Nf6+ This is an interesting pawn-sacrifice, but is still insufficient to 
maintain an advantage for White. He wishes to weaken the dark squares in 
the vicinity of the enemy king. 14...Bxf6 15.exf6 Qxf6 16.Be5, Jaeckle — 
Schnabel, Germany 1992, 16...Qf5!? 17.0-0 Be6 18.Rcl Nc6=) 14...Qxd1+ 
15.Rxd1 Vujosevic — Sull, Gyor 1997, 15...Be6!? This is Black’s most 
precise move. He is threatening to attack the pawn on a4 with the move Bb3 
at an opportune moment. 16.0-0 Nc6+ The weaknesses of the b4 and b5- 
squares about balance each other. 

12.Bxe5 0-0 13.Bxg7 Kxg7. White has restored the material balance, but 
after the trade of the dark-squared bishops Black would not need to worry 
about the possible penetration of the enemy pieces to the c7-square. 14.dxc5 
Nc6 
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15.Rcl, Leconte — Nicoara, Cannes 2005, 15...Nde5!?°, followed by Be6. 

15.Ne2, Janev — Gozzoli, Cannes 2002. White’s knight will not be so active 
here as on the f3-square, but will protect his king against checks on the e-file. 
15...Nxc5!? Black regains his pawn. 16.Rcl Ne4 17.Bxc6 bxc6 18.Rxc6 Bb7 
19.Qd4+ White had based great hopes on this check, but Black found the 
cold-blooded response 19...Kh6!? 20.Qxe4 Bxcé6 and it turned out that White 
had nothing better than a perpetual check 21.Qe3+ Qg5 22.Qh3+ Qh5 
23.Qe3+ Qg5= 

15.Qd2 Nf6 16.Nxf6 Qxf6 17.Ne2, Gurgenidze — Tabatadze, Tbilisi 1996, 
17...Rd8!? Black must react very energetically here, because if White 
completes his development, Black would not have compensation for the 
pawn. 18.Qcl Bg4 19.f3 Be6 20.Qc3 Nd4 21.Nxd4 Rxd4 22.0-0 Rb4 
23.Qxf6+ Kxf6 24.Rf2 Bc4 25.Bxc4 Rxc4= White is incapable of holding on 
to his extra material. 


7...Bg7 
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8.Rcl 
About 8.Nf3 0-0 — see Chapter 12, variation A. 


8.Qf3. This early queen-sortie cannot be approved, because White’s 
kingside pieces have not been developed yet. 8...Nc6 9.c5 dxc5 10.dxc5, 
Grabarcezyk — Tischendorf, Darmstadt 1993, 10...Na4! White cannot capture 
this knight, because of the move Qa5 and is forced to begin defending. 


8.b3 0-0 9.Qd2 (9.Be2 e5 — see 8.Be2; 9.Rcl e5 — see 8.Rcl; 9.Nf3 Nc6 — 
see Chapter 12, variation A) 9...e5 10.Nf3, Sharpe — Summerscale, 
Sunningdale 2008, 10...Bg4!? Black continues to exert systematic pressure 
against the d4-square. 11.dxe5 dxe5= 


8.a4 a5 9.Rcl (9.Nf3 — see Chapter 12) 9...0-0 10.Nf3 Bg4 11.b3 d5!? 
Black is well developed, so the opening of the game in the centre may turn 
out to be in his favour. 12.Nb5 dxc4 13.bxc4, Mortensen — Baburin, 
Copenhagen 1994, 13...Na6!?+ Black’s knight is headed for the b4-square. 
He has good counterplay against White’s hanging pawns. 


8.c5. White’s attempt to begin active actions on the queenside, prior to the 
development of his pieces, might only cause problems for him. 8...dxc5 
9.dxc5 N6d7 10.Nf3 Qa5!? 11.Rc1 0-0+ Skripchenko — Gvetadze, Moscow 
2010. White’s pawn on c5 would need permanent protection. 


8.h4 h5 
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9.c5. This move only creates a target for an attack by Black. 9...dxc5 
10.dxc5, Dementiev — Bagirov, Riga 1970, 10...N6d7!?8 

9.Nh3. White’s knight is headed for the g5-square. 9...0-0 10.Ng5 Nc6= 
Black has good counterplay against the enemy d4-pawn. White’s attempt to 
play actively on the queenside can only cause difficulties for him: 11.c5?! 
dxc5 12.dxc5, Beznosikov — Kuratov, Syktyvkar 2007, 12...Bxc3+!? With 
this exchange, Black destroys his opponent’s pawn-structure on the 
queenside. 13.bxc3 Nd5 14.Bd2 Qc7p 

9.Be2 0-0 10.Nh3, Sultan Khan — Colle, Scarborough 1930, 10...d5!? 
11.cxd5 Nxd5 12.Ng5 Nc6 13.0-0 Bf53 Black has reached a position with an 
isolated pawn for his opponent in an excellent version. 

9.Qd2 0-0 10.Nh3, Sarana Hungeling — Eimen, Boeblingen 1999 (10.Bh6 


e5=) 10...d5!? 11.c5 Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 13.Nf4. White prevents Be6. 13...b6. 
Black not only undermines the enemy pawn on c5, but also prepares the 
development of his bishop either to the long diagonal, or to the a6-square, 
from where it would protect the pawn on c4. 14.cxb6 axb63 

9.Qb3 Nc6 10.Rd1, Kurajica — Bagirov, Banja Luka 1976, 10...Bg4!? Black 
wishes to provoke a weakening of the enemy kingside. 11.f3. White ousts his 
opponent’s bishop, but deprives his own knight of the f3-square and weakens 
the g3-square. 11...Bd7 12.c5 Nc8+ The weaknesses in White’s position may 
hurt him in the future. 

9.Rcl Nc6 10.d5 Ne5 11.Be2 Bf5 12.Nf3 Nxf3+ 13.Bxf3, Caposciutti — 
Rudolph, Portoroz 1996, 13...0-0!? 14.b3 Nd7. Black prepares to transfer his 
knight to the e5-square. It would be much better placed in the centre than on 
the b6-square. 15.0-0 a6 16.Ne2 Ne5 17.Nd4 Bg4 18.Bxg4 Nxg4= Black’s 
knight is very powerful in the vicinity of the enemy king and this provides 
him with counterplay, which would be sufficient to maintain the equality. 


8.Be2 0-0 9.b3 (9.Rcl d5 — see 8.Rcl; 9.Nf3 Nc6 — see Chapter 12, 
variation B2; 9.Qd2 d5 — see 8.Qd2; 9.h3 d5 — see 8.h3) 9...e5 10.Nf3 f5!? 
The delay of the development of White’s king’s knight did not bring anything 
positive to him. Black is ready to advance at any moment his e, or f-pawns. 
11.dxe5. White is trying prudently to enter an endgame in order to avoid 
coming under an attack in the middle game. 11...dxe5 12.Qxd8 Rxd8 13.Rcl 
Nc6 14.0-0, Lehti — Suominen, Espoo 2003, 14...e4!? 15.Nel Nd4= Black’s 
knight is very powerful at the centre of the board and his prospects are not 
inferior at all. 


8.h3 0-0 9.Be2 (9.Nf3 Nc6 — see Chapter 13, variation A; 9.Qd2 Nc6 — see 
8.Qd2; 9.Rcl Nc6 — see 8.Rc1) 9...d5!? Black has waited until his opponent 
makes a move with his bishop on f1 and tries to realise the plan, connected 
with the penetration of his knight to the c4-outpost. 10.c5 Nc4+ Now, White 
must present his opponent with the two-bishop advantage (11.Bxc4 dxc4=), 
because after 11.Bcl? Karlovich — Aloma Vidal, Cappelle-la-Grande 2008, 
Black manages to accomplish a pawn-break in the centre 11...e5° 


8.Qd2 0-0 9.Bh6 (9.Nf3 Bg4 — see Chapter 12, variation A; 9.b3 e5 — see 
8.b3; 9.Bd3 d5 — see 8.Bd3; 9.h4 h5 — see 8.h4; 9.h3 Nc6 10.Nf3 e5 — see 
Chapter 13, variation A; 9.Be2 d5!? 10.c5 Nc4 11.Bxc4 dxc4 12.Nge2, 
Barcal — Siljan, Croatia 2016, 12...b6!?+) 9...e5!? Black exploits immediately 
the insufficient control of his opponent over the centre. 10.Bxg7 (10.h4? — 
This flank attack, with White’s unsafe situation in the centre, leads him 
quickly to a catastrophe. 10...Bxh6 11.Qxh6 exd4. Black not only wins a 
pawn, but also opens the e-file for his rook. 12.Nb5 Re8+ 13.Kd2, Ilczuk — 
Konopka, Litomys! 1996. This move is necessary; otherwise, White will lose 
a piece, because of the pin. 13...Nxc4+! 14.Bxc4 Qa5—+) 10...Kxg7 11.0-0-0 
Nc6= Kovacic — Mazi, Aschach 1994. White’s king is not safe on the 
queenside in this middle game, while after an exchange on eS, there will arise 
an approximately equal endgame. 

8.Bd3. White wishes to develop his knight on e2, so that after an eventual 
sortie of the enemy bishop to the g4-square, he would have the possibility to 
get rid of the pin with the move f2-f3. 8...0-0 9.Nge2 (About 9.Rcl Nc6 — see 
8.Rcl; 9.Nf3 Bg4 — see Chapter 12; 9.Qd2. On this square White’s queen 
might be attacked after the move Nc4. 9...d5 10.c5, Kuijf— Jelling, Denmark 
1980, 10...Nc43) 9...Nc6 
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About 10.Rcl d5— see 8.Rcl. 

The move 10.a3 is too passive. 10...d5 11.c5 Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 13.0-0, 
Aldokhin — Klimov, Dagomys 2009, 13...b6? The pawn-advance a2-a3 has 
only led to the weakening of the b3-square. 

10.d5, Chase — Rasin, Boylston 1993, White occupies space with tempo, 
but creates a target for an attack by Black. 10...Nb4!? 11.b3 e6 12.dxe6 
Bxe6+ White lags in development and is incapable of preventing the pawn- 
advance d6-d5, after which Black’s prospects would not be worse. 

10.Qd2 d5 11.cxd5 Nxd5= Listopad — Ratolistka, Prague 2004. Black has 
reached a position with an isolated pawn in a good version for him. 

10.b3 d5. It might seem that move to be senseless, because with his 
previous move White has taken control over the c4-square, but it becomes 
clear after 11.c5 that Black can inflict an energetic strike against the centre 
11...e5!? 12.Bb5 Nd7 13.0-0 Nxc5. He sacrifices temporarily a piece and 
simplifies the position obtaining a good game. 14.dxe5 d4 15.Nxd4 Nxe5 
16.h3 Ne6 17.Nxe6 Bxe6= 18.f4?! White is trying to oust the enemy knight 
away from the centre. 18...Qa5! 19.fxe5 Qxc3 20.Qd4 Qa5p Minic — Fischer, 
Palma de Mallorca 1970. He has no compensation for the vulnerability of his 
pawn one5. 


10.0-0 e5 11.d5 (11.dxe5 Bxe5=) 11...Nb4!? Black makes use of the 
circumstance that his opponent’s bishop must protect the pawn on d3 and 
cannot retreat, so he obtains the two-bishop advantage. 12.b3 (It would be too 
passive for White to choose here 12.f3, Malec — Trybus, Warsaw 2018, 
12...£53) 12...Nxd3 13.Qxd3 f5 14.f4. White should better not allow the 
further advance of the enemy pawns on the queenside. 14...Nd7 
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In response to the waiting move 15.Kh1, Black can reply with 15...a6!?=, 
covering the b5-square against the penetration of White’s knight, 
Mikhalchishin — Rogulj, Bled 1992. 

After 15.Rad1, Kamsky — Chekhov, Pavlodar 1987, Black must at first 
apply some prophylactic on the queenside with the move 15...a6!?+ and only 
then think about active actions on the kingside. For example, it might be very 
promising for him to follow a plan, connected with the pawn-sacrifice g6-g5. 

15.Qd2 Nf6, Franzen — Pribyl, Stary Smokovec 1972, 16.Kh1 Bd7= 

15.fxe5. White clarifies the pawn-structure in the centre. 15...Nxe5 16.Qd2 
Bd7= Finkelstein — Rawlings, ICCF 2001. The powerful placement of the 
knight at the centre of the board and his two-bishop advantage compensate 
fully for Black the slight weakness of his d6-pawn. 
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9.b3!? 

White fortifies his c4-pawn, depriving Black of counterplay on the 
queenside, which is typical for the Aleknine Defence (d6-d5, Nc4). Besides 
this, White removes his b-pawn away from the long diagonal and Black’s 
bishop on g7 is attacking nothing any more. 

The system chosen by White was named “The Voronezh variation’, since it 
was used, beginning during the 80ies of the past century, by chess players 
from the city of Voronezh, including the World Champion number 12 in 
correspondence chess — Grigory Sanakoev. 


9.c5 dxc5 10.dxc5 N6d7 11.Nf3 Qa5= Skripchenko — Gvetadze, Moscow 
2010. 


9.Nf3 Bg4 — see Chapter 12, variation A. 
9.Bd3 Nc6 10.Nge2 d5 11.c5 Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 — see 9.Be?2. 


9.d5 e6= 


9.h3 Nc6 
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About 10.Nf3 e5 — see Chapter 13, variation A. 

It is bad for White to play here 10.d5, because after 10...Ne5, he must lose a 
tempo for the protection of his c4-pawn after which his lag in development 
increases even more. 11.b3 e6. Black leads in development, so he must try to 
open the game as quickly as possible. 12.Nge2 exd5 13.cxd5, Stukopin — 
Giannatos, Greensboro 2016, 13...Qh4!? 14.Qd2 Re8p The activity of 
Black’s pieces increases with every move. White has problems to find good 
squares for his pieces, since the move 15.Bg5 would lead to the exchange of 
his important dark-squared bishop 15...Nd3+ 16.Qxd3 Qxg5—+ 

10.b3 e5 11.dxe5 (11.d5, Kotronias — Kesoglou, Aghios Kirykos 2016. This 
move enables Black’s knight to occupy the important d4-square: 11...Nd4!?=) 
11...dxe5 12.Qxd8 Rxd8 13.c5, Ruan — Enxtuul, Beijing 2008, 13...Nd7!? 
14.Nf3 h6. Black covers the g5-square against the penetration of the enemy 
knight and plans to begin soon a pawn-offensive: f7-f5, e5-e4. 15.Nb5. White 
weakens his control over the d5-square and Black’s knight is immediately 
headed there. 15...Nb4 16.a3 Nd5 17.b4 e4 18.Nfd4 NeS 19.Nd6 f5+ The 
minor pieces of both sides have occupied active positions. It is an endgame 


indeed, but the fight is still very tense. 
9.Be2 d5 
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Following 10.b3 dxc4 11.bxc4, White lags in development, so this standard 
middle game position with hanging pawns, would not be favourable for him. 
11...Nc6 12.d5 (12.Nf3 Bg4 13.d5 Na5? Kazakov — Kantorik, Tatranska 
Lomnica 1998. White has problems with the protection of his pawn on c4.) 
12...Na53 It is now very difficult for White to defend effectively. For 
example: 13.Na4?! Cubas — Boas, ICC 2009, 13...Naxc4! After this 
temporary piece-sacrifice, Black’s advantage increases. 14.Bxc4 Nxc4 
15.Rxc4 b5 16.Re5 Qa5+ 17.Qd2 Qxd2+ 18.Kxd2 bxa4p 
10.c5 Nc4 11.Bxc4 dxc4 12.Nge2 Nc6 13.0-0 Qa5 14.b3, Smith — 
Fernandez, Helsingor 2015, (14.Qa4?! The trade of the queens is in favour of 
Black, because after 14...Qxa4 15.Nxa4, Sazonova — Predke, Izhevsk 2013, 
15...Bf5!?, White fails to capture the pawn on c4.) 14...b6!? 15.cxb6 cxb3 
16.Qxb3 axb6= The position is still within equality, but it would be White 
who must fight for equality, since the potential power of Black’s bishop-pair 
might tell in the future. 


9...e5!1? 

This is the only way for Black to fight for equality. He wishes to exploit his 
pawn-majority in the centre and on the kingside and thus to realise the main 
idea behind the capturing 5...cxd6. 
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10.dxe5 
White determines immediately the pawn-structure in the centre. 


10.c5?! Without the preliminary exchange on e5 this pawn-advance seems 
to be ineffective, because now, Black can open the e-file after which his lead 
in development would become a very important factor in the evaluation of 
the position. 10...exd4 11.Bxd4, Chernyshov — Tkatschuk, Voronezh 1998, 
11...Bxd4!? Black provokes the enemy queen to occupy a square in the centre 
in order to attack it with his pieces. 12.Qxd4 dxc5 13.Qxc5 Re8+ 14.Be2 Na6 
15.Qa5 Bf5—+, followed by Bd3, or Rc8, Nc5-d3. 


10.d5. White closed the centre and this frees Black’s hands for his 
counterplay on the kingside. 10...f5 11.3, Festa — Gajic, Gibraltar 2014 
(11.c5? f4—+) 11...Na6!? This prophylactic is necessary against the move c4- 
c5. 12.Be2 Qh4+ This is a useful check. 13.Bf2 Qe7+ After White’s bishop 


has been removed from the cl-h6 diagonal, Black will manage to activate his 
bishop on g7 with Bh6. 


10.Nf3. This is an elastic move. White maintains for the moment the pawn- 
tension in the centre, preserving the possibility to occupy space with d4-d5, 
as well as to exchange on e5. 10...Nc6. Black increases his pressure against 
the d4-square. 


000 bg ppp ayy FOFEETS, | ggg gp AOEEET ig gag yy eesseet, 


AE rr > aa 


face? 


“8 om 
a son 4 


abcdefgh 


11.d5. White occupies space with tempo, but now Black’s knight can go to 
the f5-square from where it would be threatening to exchange the powerful 
bishop on e3 and would be eyeing the d4-square. 11...Ne7 12.Be2 Nf5=+ 
Floren — Zimmermann, Hamburg 2011. 

11.dxe5 dxe5 12.Be2 (12.Qxd8 Rxd8 — see 10.dxe5) 12...Qe7= Cirello — 
Rain, Brazil 1998. Black has good prospects on the kingside after f7-f5, e5- 
e4, f5-f4, ousting the enemy pieces and threatening to begin a direct attack 
against his opponent’s king with f4-f3. 

11.Be2. This seems to be White’s most logical move. He again delays the 
clarification of the pawn-structure in the centre. 11...Bg4. Black continues to 
increase his pressure against the d4-square. 
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12.0-0. It is hardly reasonable for White to allow capturing on d4. 12...Bxf3 
13.Bxf3 exd4 14.Bxc6 dxe3 15.Bxb7 exf2+ 16.Kh1 Rb8 17.Bf3 Nd7. Black’s 
knight was very passive on b6, so he transfers it to the centre of the board. 
18.Rxf2 Qa5 19.Nd5 Ne5+ Brooks — Schmidt, ICCF 2017. The vulnerability 
of the dark squares in White’s camp compensates for Black the slight 
weakness of his pawn on dé. 

12.d5. Now, this move seems to be more justified than on the previous 
move, because Black’s bishop on g4 would impede his pawn-offensive on the 
kingside. 12...Ne7 13.0-0 (13.h3 Bxf3 14.Bxf3 Nf5 15.Bd2 Nd4 16.0-0, 
Pulpan — Neckar, Czech Republic 2018, 16...f5!?+ The powerful position of 
Black’s knight at the centre of the board compensates his opponent’s two- 
bishop advantage.) 13...Bxf3. Black exchanges the important defender of the 
d4-square. 14.Bxf3 Nf5 15.Bd2 Nd4 16.Be4, Nestorovic — Kerek, Hungary 
2012 (16.Be3 Nf5=) 16...Nd7!?=, improving the position of the knight on b6 
and impeding White’s active actions on the queenside, connected with c4-c5. 

12.dxe5 dxe5 
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The move 13.Qxd8 leads to an approximately equal endgame after 
13...Raxd8 14.0-0 £5!?= Toledo — Zaruski, Montevideo 2017. 

Following 13.h3 Bxf3 14.Bxf3, White obtains the two-bishop advantage, 
but Black also wins an important tempo to organise his pawn-offensive in the 
centre and on the kingside. 14...f5 15.Qxd8 Raxd8 16.c5, Savitskiy — Kunin, 
St Petersburg 2015, 16...Nd7!? 17.Bd5+ Without this move, Black would 
restrict considerably the enemy bishop with e5-e4. 17...Kh8 18.f3 Nd4= The 
powerful placement of Black’s knight in the centre compensates his 
opponent’s two-bishop advantage. 

13.0-0 h6!? Black takes the g5-square under control. Now, he would not be 
obliged to exchange his bishop on f3, since he would have the move Be6. 
14.c5, Von Beers — Wassermann, Herne 2003 (14.h3 Be6 15.Qxd8 Raxd8=) 
14...Nc8!?= This retreat seems to be the most precise for Black. From there 
the knight might take part quickly into the fight for the central squares after 
Ne7-f5. 


10...dxe5 
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11.Qxd8 
11.c5. If White prefers to continue in a middle game, he may refrain from 
exchanging queens. 11...N6d7 
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About 12.Ne4 Nc6 13.Bce4 Qa5 — see 12.Bc4. 
12.b4 Nc6 13.a3, Zimin — Abreu Suarez, Tenerife 2012, 13...£53 


12.Nf3 Nc6 13.Bb5 (13.Bc4 Qa5 — see 12.Bc4; 13.Be2?! Qa5 14.0-0 Nxc53 
Medvedovski — Diaz, Germany 2016) 13...e4 14.Bxc6, Vu Quang Quyen — 
Hoang Canh Huan, Vietnam 2017, 14...Bxc3+!? Black exchanges his 
powerful bishop on g7 hoping to organise sufficient counterplay on the light 
squares. 15.Rxc3 bxc6-+, followed by f7-f5-f4, Ne5, Ba6. 

12.Bc4. White impedes the enemy pawn-advance f7-f5. 12...Nc6 
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13.Ne4, To Nhat Minh — Grunberg, Hungary 2012. White thwarts his 
opponent’s pawn-advance f7-f5. 13...Qa5+ 14.Qd2 Qxd2+ 15.Bxd2 Nf6 
16.Nd6 Ne8. Black’s plan is quite simple. He wishes to trade the active 
enemy knight. 17.Bxf7+!? This is White’s last attempt to obtain an 
advantage, but it would be fruitless if Black reacts correctly. 17...Rxf7 
18.Nxe8 Bf8 19.Nd6 Bxd6 20.cxd6. White has an extra pawn, but Black will 
soon restore the material balance, because White would be incapable of 
saving his pawn on d6, since it is too far from the rest of his forces. 20...Bf5 
21.Nf3 e4 22.Nh4 Be6 23.0-0 Rd8 24.Bh6 Rxd6= 

13.Nge2. White’s knight is less active on this square than on f3, but would 
not come under an attack after e5-e4. 13...Nf6. Black opens the diagonal for 
his bishop on c8. 14.0-0 NaS 15.Nd5 (15.Bd3 Ng4= Styazhkina — 
Davletbayeva, Moscow 2012; 15.h3 Nxc4 16.bxc4 Be6 17.Qb3 Rb8=) 


15...Be6 16.Nec3 (16.Nxf6+!? Qxf6 17.Bxe6 Qxe6 18.b4 Nc6=, followed by 
Rfd8, Nd4, for example: 19.b5 Rfd8 20.Qa4 Nd4 21.Rfel NfS=, or 21.Nxd4 
exd4 22.Bd2 Qe2 23.Bg5 Re8 24.c6 bxc6 25.bxc6 h6 26.Bf4 g5 27.Bg3 d3= 
Black can hold successfully his defence in both lines.) 16...Ng4. He can 
obtain the two-bishop advantage at any moment. This would be sufficient to 
compensate White’s control over the important central d5-square. 

13.Nf3 Qa5. Black is eyeing the enemy pawn on c5. 
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14.Ng5 Nxc5 15.Qd5 Bh6 16.h4 Ne6. Black should better exchange the 
queens here, because White’s attack might turn out to be very powerful in the 
middle game. 17.Qxa5 Nxa5 18.Bd5 Nc6 19.Nce4, Tavani — Farnik, Email 
2002, 19...Nf4!? 20.Bxf4 exf4+ White’s pieces have occupied very active 
position, but it should not be forgotten that besides the two-bishop advantage, 
Black also has an extra pawn, despite its being doubled. 

14.0-0 Nxc5 15.b4!? (Black’s defence would be much easier after White’s 


straightforward line: 15.Ng5 Ne6, for example: 16.Nxe6 Bxe6 17.Bxe6 fxe6= 
Cioara — Seretakis, Kavala 2015.) 15...Nxb4 16.Nd5 Nc6 
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Following 17.Ne7+, Rovid — Krizsany, Kobanya 1996, Black holds 
successfully his defence: 17...Nxe7!? 18.Bxc5 Bf6 19.Qd6 Kg7 20.Bb4 Qd8= 

17.Bxc5!? White continues to increase his pressure. With his last move he 
provokes the enemy queen to occupy the c5-square, where it might come 
under an attack after a discovered check. 17...Qxc5 18.Nc7 Qe7. This move 
is necessary; otherwise, Black would lose after Bxf7. 19.Nxa8 Bh6 20.Rc3 
(20.Ral Bf5 21.Rel Rxa8 22.Bd5 Bg7 23.Qb3 a5=) 20...Bf5. Black regains 
the knight and obtains sufficient compensation for the exchange. 21.Bb5 
Rxa8 22.Bxc6 bxc6° It would be too risky for White to choose here 23.Rxc6, 
because after 23...Rd8 24.Qe2 e4, Black’s pieces would become 
tremendously active. The retreat of White’s knight would lead to the 
penetration of Black’s rook to the penultimate rank. White’s attempt to regain 
the sacrificed material would not be sufficient for him to equalise either: 
25.Rc4 Qf6 26.Rxe4 Bxe4 27.Qxe4 Bf8? Black’s bishop will be stronger than 
the enemy knight in a fight on both sides of the board. 


11...Rxd8 
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12.c5 
White not only advances his pawn-majority on the queenside, but also frees 
the c4-square for his bishop. 


His alternatives look less energetic. 

12.Nf3 Nc6 13.Be2 (13.c5 Nd7 — see 12.c5) 13...Bf5!? 14.0-0 Nd4= 
Black’s powerful knight at the centre of the board would save him against 
any possible problems. 


12.Nb5. White is threatening both Nxa7 and Nc7. 12...Nc6 13.Nxa7 
(Following 13.Nc7, Black at first ousts the enemy knight from the c7-square 
and then begins a counter attack against White’s queenside pawns: 13...Rb8 
14.c5 Na8 15.Nb5, Lujan — Ricardi, Buenos Aires 2006, 15...Nb4!?1) 
13...Nd4 14.Nxc8 Rdxc8 15.Bxd4 exd4 16.a4. This move leads to the 
appearance of a weak b3-pawn in White’s camp; otherwise, Black would 
have played Ra3, Rcea8, attacking White’s a2-pawn. 16...Nd7. Black sends 
immediately his knight to the c5-outpost and it would exert powerful pressure 
from there against the b3-square. 17.Kd1 Nc5 18.Kc2 b5! After this simple 
pawn-break Black breaks his opponent’s defence on the queenside. 19.Nh3 


bxa4 20.b4, Renteria Becerra — Sabater Sanchez, Benidorm 2009, 20...Na6!? 
21.Rb1 d3+! 22.Bxd3 a3—+ 


12...N6d7 
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13.Bc4 


13.Ne4 Nf6= 
13.Rd1. The pin of the knight is not worth the time lost for that. 13...Nc6= 
Bobadilla Viera — J.Perez, Buenos Aires 2018. 


13.64. Before the start of his pawn-offensive on the queenside, White 
should complete the development of his forces. 13...Nc6 14.a3, Mayorga — 
Valerga, Villa Martelli 2017, 14...a5% 


13.Nb5. The transfer of White’s knight to the d6-square would take too 
much time. 13...Nc6 14.Nd6, Draghici Flutur — Velasco Garcia, Collado 
Villalba 2012, 14...e4!?= This move is energetic and strong! Black sacrifices 
a pawn and opens the diagonal for his bishop on g7. 15.Nxe4 Nb4. White 
lags horribly in development and his defence is difficult. For example, his 


attempt to preserve the extra material with the move 16.a3?! would only 
increase his problems. 16...Nd5 17.Nf3 Nxe3 18.fxe3 Bb2 19.Rd1 Re8p 


13.Nf3 Nc6 
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About 14.Bc4 h6 — see 13.Bc4. 
14.Ng5?! h6 15.Nf3 f5p Zawadzki — Llobel Cortell, Peniscola 2002. 
14.Be2, Savitskiy — Pesotsky, Pardubice 2009, 14...h6!?=, followed by f7- 
f5. 
14.Ne4 Nf6. Black begins a chase after White’s knight on e4. 15.Nd6 Ne8& 
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Following 16.Nxe8 Rxe8, it is only White who may have difficulties, 
17.Bc4, Arenas Garrido — Mosquera, Bucaramanga 2008, 17...e4!? 18.Ng5 
Re73, followed by h7-h6, ousting White’s knight to a passive position. 

He would hardly achieve much after a series of intermediate moves: 16.Bg5 
f6 17.Bc4+, because after 17...Kf8 18.Be3 Nxd6 19.cxd6 Ke8=, White’s 
passed d6-pawn would much rather be a liability than strength, Duque — 
Rodriguez Boado, Mondariz 2012. 

16.Nxc8. After this move White at least obtains the two-bishop advantage. 
16...Raxc8 17.Bc4, Kadric — Bistric, Sarajevo 2014, 17...Nf6!? Now, in order 
to fight successfully against White’s bishops, Black must activate his pieces 
as quickly as possible. 18.0-0 e4 19.Nd2 Nb4= 
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13...Nc6 
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14.Nf3 


14.Nge2. This transfer of White’s knight to the g3-square seems rather 
artificial. 14...Nf6 15.Ng3 Na5 16.Be2 Be6= Krahe — Forchert, Bad Wiessee 
2006. Now, Black would counter b3-b4 with Nc4. 


14.Ne4. White activates immediately his knight on c3, but he can hardly be 
successful with his kingside undeveloped. 14...Na5 
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15.Be2, Yagupov — Sikula, Minsk 2000, 15...Nf6!?= 

After 15.Bb5 a6 16.Be2, Sarwat — Boric, Sousse 2007, Black has at his 
disposal an interesting exchange sacrifice: 16...Nf6!? 17.Bg5 Nxe4! 18.Bxd8 
Bh6 19.Rd1 Nc6. He does not have even a pawn for the sacrificed exchange, 
but his pieces are very active. 20.Bb6 Nc3 21.Rd6 Be6 22.Rxe6! White 
should better give back voluntarily the extra material; otherwise, Black would 
regain at least one pawn on the queenside, maintaining powerful initiative. 
22...fxe6 23.Bc4 Nd5= Now, White’s two-bishop advantage is not so 
important, because his bishop on b6 is misplaced. 

15.Bg5. Now again, Black has a very promising exchange sacrifice. 
15...Nxc4!? 16.Bxd8 Nb2 17.Kd2 f5 18.Kc2 Nd3 19.Kxd3 fxe4+ 20.Kxe4 
Nxc5+! Black should have foreseen this small tactical combination. 21.Rxc5 
Bf5+ 22.Kf3 Rxd8° It is an endgame indeed, but White has great difficulties 
to neutralise the activity of Black’s pieces, because his kingside has not been 
developed yet. 23.Nh3. White is forced to deploy his knight at the edge of the 
board, since its other possible development would have led to him being 
checkmated. 23...b6 24.Rc7 (After 24.Rc4 e4+ 25.Rxe4 Bxe4+ 26.Kxe4 Rd2 
27.Rcl Rxa2= Razumikhin — Schmidt, ICCF 2017, the opponents agreed to a 
draw.) 24...e4+ 25.Kf4 Rd5. Black creates the threat Be5+ 26.Rxg7+ White 


gives back the exchange, but after 26...Kxg7 27.g4 Rd3 28.gxf5 Rxh3=, the 
position is completely equalised, Tomizawa — Schmidt, ICCF 2017. 


14...h6!? 
This is Black’s most precise move. It is useful for him to deprive the 
opponent of the possibility Ng5. 


Following 14...Na5 15.Be2 b6 16.0-0 bxc5 17.Ne4?, there arises a position, 
which has been played in numerous games, but Black has failed to find an 
accurate way of equalising. 
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15.Ne4 


15.Nb5. Now, Black can exploit his opponent’s weakened control over the 
e4-square. 15...e4 16.Nd2 Nde5 17.Nxe4 Be6!? Black has sacrificed a pawn 
in order to activate considerably his pieces. 18.0-0 Nxc4 19.bxc4 Rd7 
20.Ned6, Olsarova — Hudecek, Czech Republic 2012, 20...Rad8!?=, followed 
by Bf8, b7-b6, undermining the base under the enemy knight on d6 and 
equalising completely. 


15.Rd1. White impedes the development of Black’s queenside pieces. 
15...b6. This is a preparation to develop the bishop to b7. 16.Bd5 Bb7 17.Ne4 
Nf6. It is essential for Black to trade the enemy knight on e4, which is headed 
for the d6-outpost. 18.Nxf6+ Bxf6 19.0-0 bxc5. White loses all hopes of 
obtaining an advantage with every exchange of a piece. 20.Bxh6 (20.Bxc5 
Rac8 21.Rfel Rc7 22.Be4 Nd4. Black continues with his strategy to simplify 
the position. 23.Nxd4 Bxe4 24.b4 exd4 25.Rxe4 d3= Mujyunen — Schmidt, 
ICCF 2015. Black’s far-advanced passed d-pawn provides him with 
counterplay, which is sufficient to maintain the equality.) 20...Rac8 21.Bg5 
Kg7 22.h4 (After 22.Bxf6+ Kxf6, Black’s king would be much more active 
in this endgame than its counterpart. 23.h4 Na5. It would be useful for Black 
to trade White’s active bishop. 24.Bxb7 Nxb7 25.Rdel Rd5 26.Re4 Nd6 
27.Ra4 Rc7= Hausdorf — Lopes, ICCF 2014. Black is perfectly prepared to 
get rid of his weak c5-pawn with the move c5-c4.) 22...Rc7 23.Bxf6+ Kxf6 
24.Ng5. White is preparing a transfer of his knight to the centre of the board, 
but has weakened his control over the d4-square and Black can exploit this 
immediately. 24...Nd4 25.Bxb7 Rxb7 26.Rdel Rb4 27.Ne4+ Kf5 28.Nxc5 
Ne6 29.Nxe6 Kxe6. White cannot protect simultaneously his pawn on d4 and 
prevent the penetration of the enemy rook to the penultimate rank. 30.g3 
Rd2= Bergmann — Seben, Email 2010. 


15.0-0. White castles and conceals his plans for the future. 15...Nf8. Black 
is preparing Be6. 
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16.Nd5?! The threat of the penetration of White’s knight to the c7-square is 
not dangerous for Black. 16...Be6 17.Nc7 Bxc4 18.bxc4, Le Dinh — Gikas, 
Budapest 2002. Now, White complies with the weakening of his pawn- 
structure in order to be able to retreat his knight to the d5-square. 18...Rac8!? 
19.Nd5 f5 White has no compensation for his numerous pawn-weaknesses. 

16.Ne4 Be6= 

16.Rfd1 Be6= 17.Bxe6?! White had to refrain from that exchange, since it 
only enabled Black to activate his knight (17.Nd2!?). 17...Nxe6 18.a3 f5p 
Sanikidze — Essing, playchess.com 2005. 

16.Nb5 Be6 17.Nd6. White’s knight is very well placed here, but after 
17...Bxc4 18.Rxc4 Rd7, Black will have counterplay, which would be 
sufficient for him to maintain the equality. He plans to transfer one of his 
knight to the d4-outpost. 19.b4 (19.g4 Ne6=) 19...Ne6 20.b5 (After the rather 
slow move 20.Re1?! Kulaots — Chekhova-Kostina, Minsk 2015, Black has 
the energetic reaction 20...b6y) He exerts pressure against the pawn on e5 and 
thus impedes the development of White’s initiative on the queenside.) 
20...Ncd4 21.Bxd4 exd4+ Miltner — Rudolph, Germany 2005. Black has 
obtained a well-protected passed pawn at the middle of the board. White can 
hardly manage to advance his pawn-majority on the queenside, because he 


ee 


cannot play c5-c6, due to the loss of his knight. 


15...Na5 


16.Be2 
White should better not allow the exchange of his powerful bishop for the 
enemy knight, placed at the edge of the board. 


16.Nd6?! Nxc4 17.Rxc4 f53 Seibold — Pitschka, Bayern 2003. 


Following 16.Bb5, Black can advance quickly his e and f-pawns. 16...f5 
17.Nd6 e4 
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18.Nh4. Now, he will have to lose a tempo to protect his pawn on g6, but 
his knight will not be so well placed here as on the d2-square. 18...Kh7 19.3 
a6 20.Bxd7 Bxd7 21.fxe4 fxe4 22.0-0 Rf8 23.Nxe4. Black has sacrificed a 
pawn obtaining two powerful bishops for it. 23...g5 24.Nf3 Rae8 25.Nfd2 
Kg6° Guberna — Schmidt, ICCF 2017. 

18.Nd2 Ne5 19.0-0 Be6 20.f3 Nd3!? Black continues to fight for the 
initiative and is ready to sacrifice material for that. 21.Rcd1 b6 22.fxe4 f4 
23.Bxd3 fxe3 24.Nf3 bxc5 25.e5 Bg4. He wishes to exchange the defender of 
the enemy e5-pawn. 26.h3 Bxf3 27.Rxf3 Bxe5 28.Nf7 e2!? Black equalises 
completely with the help of a simple tactical strike. 29.Rel Rxd3 30.Nxe5 
Rd2 31.Rf6 Rf8 32.Nf3. White must bring back his knight to defend against 
the dangerous enemy passed pawn. 32...Rd1 33.Rxf8+ Kxf8 34.Kf2 Rxel 
35.Kxel Ke7= Barnola Espelt — Pavlov, ICCF 2015. 


16.Bd5. The bishop will not be so stable here as on the e2-square. 16...Nf6 
17.Nxf6+ Bxf6 
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Following 18.Be4 Bg7, White must advance quickly his queenside pawns; 
otherwise, Black will play f7-f5 and will seize the initiative. 19.b4 Nc6 20.b5 
Nb4 21.c6 bxc6 22.bxc6 Ba6 23.c7 Nd3+ 24.Bxd3 Rxd3. Black’s two 
powerful bishops compensate White’s far advanced passed pawn. 25.0-0 Rc8 
26.Rc5 e4 27.Nd2 Rd7. Black would not mind the exchange of the pawns. 
28.Rb1 Rexc7 29.Nxe4 Rb7= Zielinski — Killer, Email 2005. 

18.Rd1 Kg7. This move deprives White of the tactical motifs, connected 
with Bxf7+ 19.0-0 Bf5 20.b4 Nc6 21.a3 Rac8 22.h3 a5 23.Bxc6. White 
decides to exchange his powerful bishop in order to eliminate the pressure 
against his pawn on b4. 23...bxc6 24.Rd6 axb4 25.axb4 g5+ Comien — 
Dumortier, ICCF 2014. Black’s powerful bishop-pair compensates with an 
interest the slight weakness of his pawn on c6. 
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16...Nc6 
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17.0-0 


17.Bc4 Na5= 

Following 17.Nd6 f5, Black manages to remove his pawn away from the 
dangerous diagonal. 18.Bc4+ (18.0-0 e4 — see 17.0-0) 18...Kh7 19.h4 Bf8. 
Black defends against the threat Ng5+ 20.h5 (20.Nf7 Re8 21.Nd6 Rd8=) 
20...f4. The position is double-edged. 21.Bd2 g5 22.Nf7 Re8 23.b4 e4 
24.N3xg5+ This piece-sacrifice is sufficient only for a draw. 24...hxg5 
25.Nxg5+ Kh8 26.Bc3+ Bg7= Tanti — Van Vugt, ICCF 2015. 


17...f5 18.Be4+ 


Postponing this check would not promise any advantage to White. 18.Nd6 
e4 19.Nel Bd4 20.Bxh6 Nxc5. The trade of the pawns seems to be in favour 
of Black. Now, White must concentrate his efforts on ending the game with a 
perpetual check. 21.Bc4+ Kh7 22.Nf7 Rd7 23.Bf8 a6 24.Ng5+ Kh8= 
Menendez Rodriguez — Popov, ICCF 2014. 

18...Kh8 19.Nd6 Kh7 20.Bg5 
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White continues to prepare tactical tricks, but Black’s position is quite 
solid. 20...Nf6 21.Be3 Nd7 22.Red1 e4 23.Nel Nde5. After Black has 
deployed his knight at the centre of the board his prospects do not seem 
worse at all. 24.Be2 Be6 25.f3 Nb4. After the removal of White’s pawn on 
a2, Black will concentrate his attack against its neighbour — the pawn on b3. 
26.fxe4 fxe4 27.Nxe4 Nxa2 28.Nf3 Rxd1 29.Bxd1. White’s bishop must 
occupy a too passive position in order to protect his pawn. 29...Bd5 30.Nxe5 
Bxe4. The draw outcome of the game becomes even more likely with every 
exchange. 31.Nc4 Nc3 32.Nd6 Nxd1 33.Rxd1 Be2 34.Rd2 Bxb3 35.Nxb7 
Ba4 36.Nd8 Bf6= Tinture — Pavlov, ICCF 2016. 
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Chapter 12 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 Nb6 
5.exd6 cxd6 6.Nf3 
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After this knight-move White can complete quickly the development of his 
kingside pieces, but his knight might be pinned (Bg4), or might come under 
an attack after e7-e5-e4. 
6...26 


—— 


We will analyse in details: A) 7.Be3 and B) 7.Be2. 


About 7.Nc3 Bg7 8.Bg5 (8.b3 0-0 — see 7.b3; 8.a4 a5 — see 7.a4; 8.Be3 0-0 
— see variation A; 8.Be2 0-0 — see variation B2; 8.h3 0-0 — see Chapter 13.) 
8...Bg4= 


7.Bg5 Bg7 8.Qd2 (8.Nc3 Bg4=) 8...Bg4 9.Bh6 Bxh6 — see variation A. 
The move 7.Bd3 does not look good for White, because Black’s pin of the 


enemy knight obviously becomes even more effective. 7...Bg7 8.0-0 Bg4 
9.Be3 Nc6 10.Be2. White admits his mistake on move 7. 10...Bxf3 11.Bxf3 
Nxc4 12.Bxc6+ bxc6 13.Qc2 Nb6 14.Qxc6+ Qd7? Pirklova — Konigova, 
Svetla nad Sazavou 1994. White’s d4-pawn will be vulnerable both in the 
middle game and in the endgame. 


7.45 Bg7 8.Nd4 (8.Nc3 0-0 9.Be3 Bg4 — see variation A) 8...0-0 9.Nc3 e5 
10.dxe6 Nc6!? Black sacrifices a pawn and wishes to exploit his lead in 
development. 11.exf7+ Rxf7 12.Nf3 Bg4 13.Be2 Bxf3 14.Bxf3 Qe7+ 15.Be3 
Bxc3+ 16.bxc3 Nxc4 17.Qe2 Nxe3 18.fxe3 Qh4+ 19.g3 Qg5= Black restores 
the material balance, but White also needs only to castle in order to complete 
his development. 


7.h3 Bg7 8.Bg5 (8.Be3 Nc6 — see variation A; 8.Nc3 0-0 — see chapter 13; 
8.Be2 0-0 — see variation B) 8...Be6!?=+, Black exploits the circumstance that 
White cannot play here d4-d5, due to the vulnerability of his b2-pawn, Piat — 
Beudaert, Creon 2004. 


After 7.a4 a5, the b4 and b5-squares will be about equally weak. 8.Nc3 Bg7 
9.Be2 (9.Be3 0-0 10.Be2 Nc6 11.d5, Davies — Chekhov, Gausdal 1990, 
11...Nb4!?=) 9...Nc6 10.d5. White occupies space, but weakens the c5- 
square. 10...Nb4 11.Be3 Bf5. Black frees with tempo the c8-square for his 
rook. 12.Rcl Rc8 13.Bd4 0-0 14.Bxg7 Kxg7 15.63, Schmittdiel — Kuntner, 
Liechtenstein 1992. 
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White has managed to protect reliably his pawn on c4. Now, Black’s knight 
has nothing to do on the b6-square, so he transfers it to a more active position 
— the c5-square. 15...Nd7!? 16.Nd4 e5. White’s knight is very powerful at the 
centre of the board, so Black wishes to oust it from there. 17.dxe6 Bxe6 
18.Nxe6+ fxe6 19.0-0 (19.Qxd6. Winning a pawn does not promise much to 
White, because after: 19...Nc5 20.Qe5+ Qf6 21.Qxf6+ Rxf6 22.Rb1 Nce2+ 
23.Kd2 Nd4=, Black’s knights become very active and White would be 
incapable of protecting at the same time his pawns on b3 and f2.) 19...Nc5 
20.Nb5 Kg8!? This is a useful prophylactic move. Black removes his king 
away from the dangerous diagonal. 21.Nxd6 Rc7 22.Nb5 Rd7 23.Qel Qf6 
24.Rb1 b6©. Black has more than sufficient compensation for the sacrificed 
pawn, because his pieces are very active, while White has a “bad” bishop. 


7.63. White prepares the development of his bishop to the b2-square, but it 
would be restricted there by his own pawn on d4. 7...Bg7 
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About 8.Be2 0-0 9.0-0 d5 — see variation B1. 
8.Nc3 0-0 9.Be2 (9.Be3 Nc6 — see variation A) 9...d5 — see variation B2. 
8.Bb2 0-0 9.Be2 (The move 9.Bd3 allows the rather unpleasant pin of the 
knight 9...Bg¢4°; but it would be too slow for White to choose here 9.h3?! 
Garcia Martinez — Barreras, Havana 1985, 9...e5!?3 Black exploits his 
opponent’s rather slow play and breaks immediately in the centre. Naturally, 
White cannot win a pawn here, because he would lose a piece due to the pin: 
10.dxe5 dxe5 11.Qxd8 Rxd8 12.Nxe5? Re8 13.f4 f6—+; 9.Nc3 Bg4 10.Be2 e6 
11.h3 Bxf3 12.Bxf3 Nc6= Swinkels — Looijmans, Helmondsee 2000.) 9...Bg4 
10.0-0 (10.Nc3 e6 — see variation B2) 10...Nc6. Black increases 
systematically his pressure against the enemy pawn on d4. 
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After 11.Qd2, it seems very good for Black to continue with 11...d5!?, 
depriving his opponent of the possibility d4-d5. 12.c5, Babich — Sentic, 
Djakovo 1994, 12...Nd7!?, with the idea e7-e5. This is more active for Black 
than the standard plan — Nc8, e6, Ne7. 13.64 e5 14.Nxe5 Ndxe5 15.dxe5 
Nxe5= His prospects are not worse, since White cannot play 16.Bxg4??, 
because of 16...Nc4—+ 

11.h3 Bxf3 12.Bxf3 d5. Black fixes a target for attack on d4. 13.c5 Nd7. He 
is threatening Nxc5. 14.Qd2 e6. He not only protects his pawn, but also open 
the way for a queen-sortie to the h4-square. 15.b4 Qh4 16.Rd1 a6= Ranieri — 
Damia, Robecchetto 2012. White must worry permanently about the 
protection of his weak d4-pawn. 

11.Nbd2. In case of an exchange on f3, White wishes to be able to 
recapture with his knight preserving his control over the important d4-square. 
11...d5 12.c5 (Following 12.h3 Bxf3 13.Nxf3, Linczer — Kahn, Hungary 
1993, Black may enter a standard position with hanging pawns in a very 
favourable version. 13...dxc4!? 14.bxc4 NaS. Black exerts pressure against 
the c4-pawn and wishes to provoke the pawn-advance c4-c5, which would 
lead to the weakening of the d5-square. 15.Rcl Rc8 16.c5 Nd5=) 12...Nd7 
13.Rcl. White is forced to lose a tempo to defend against the threat Nxc5. 


13...b6 14.64 bxc5 15.bxc5 Rb8. Black begins active operations on the b-file 
with the idea to deflect his opponent of the protection of his pawn on d4. 
16.Bc3 Qc7 
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17.Qa4 (17.h3 Bf5 18.Rel, Z.Horvath — Grunberg, Gyula 1996, 18...Rfd8!? 
+ Now White must consider permanently the possible pawn-break e7-e5.) 
17...Nf6. Black’s knight was very passive on d7, so he decided to transfer it 
to the e4-square. 18.Rfel, M.Hansen — Rozentalis, Odense 2013, 18...Ne4!?= 
The position is still objectively within equality, but White’s game is much 
more difficult, since he must parry permanently his opponent’s threats. 


A) 7.Be3 Bg7 
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8.Nc3 
8.Be2 0-0 — see variation B. 
8.Bd3 0-0 9.0-0 (9.Nc3 Bg4 — see 8.Nc3) 9...Bg4 10.Nbd2 e5= 


8.h3 0-0 9.Be2 (9.Nc3 Nc6 — see Chapter 13, variation A) 9...d5!? 10.c5 
Nc4 11.Bxc4 dxc4 12.0-0 b6 13.Na3 Qd5 14.Rc1 Ba6= 


It is hardly sensible for White to choose here 8.Qcl, because after 8...Bg4 
9.Nbd2, he will not be able to play Bh6. 9...0-03 Westerinen — Unander, 
Gausdal 2002. 


8.Qd2 Bg4 9.Bh6 Bxh6 10.Qxh6, Esenov — Varga, Budapest 2016, 
10...Nc6!? Black should better postpone the exchange on f3. 11.Nbd2 d5 
12.Qg7 Rf8 13.Ng5. This move is stronger than the capturing on h7 with the 
queen, because after Nxh7, White plans to win not only a pawn, but also the 
exchange. Black must react very precisely and energetically. 13...Qd7. After 
the retreat of White’s knight from the g5-square, Black wishes to have the 


possibility to give a check from the e6-square. 14.f3 f6 15.Nxh7 Qe6+ 
16.Ne4!? White attacks inventively, but Black’s defensive resources are 
sufficient for him to maintain the equality. 16...Rf7 17.Qxg6 dxe4 18.d5 Qe5 
19.fxg4 Qxb2 20.Qg8+ Kd7 21.dxc6+ Ke6. Black has not only neutralised 
his opponent’s attack, but has begun a counter attack. White’s kingside pieces 
have not been developed yet, so he must force a perpetual check to avoid the 
worst 22.Ng5+! fxg5 23.Qg6+ Rf6 24.Qxe4+ Kf7 25.Qh7+ Ke8 26.Qh8+ 
Kf7= 


8.Nbd2 0-0 9.Bd3 (9.Be2 f5 — see variation B) 9...e5 10.0-0 Nc6 11.d5, 
Clotaire — Chartier, Paris 1993, 11...Nb4!? Black avoids the attack against his 
knight with tempo. 12.Be2 f5+ 


8...0-0 
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9.Rcl 


About 9.Be2 Nc6 — see variation B2. 


9.h3 Nc6 — see Chapter 13, variation A. 


9.Bd3 Bg4 10.h3 Bxf3 11.Qxf3 Nc6 12.0-0 Nxd4 13.Qxb7 Rb8 14.Qxa7 
Nc6 15.Qa3 Ne5= Sanchez — Sadler, ICCF 2013. Black has sufficient 
compensation for the sacrificed pawn. 


9.d5. White deprives the enemy knight of the e6-square, but enlarges the 
scope of actions of Black’s bishop on g7. 9...Bg4 10.Rcl e6 11.dxe6 Bxe6 
12.b3 Nc6 13.Nb5 d5= Dai — Zhao Jun, Tianjin 2018. 


After 9.Qb3, Black can play 9...Bg4+, without being afraid of the line: 
10.c5?! dxc5 11.dxc5 Be6 12.Qb5 Nd5 13.Nxd5 Bxd5 14.0-0-0, Dvoirys — 
Solozhenkin, St Petersburg 1995. White’s king will not be safe on the 
queenside. 14...Na6!? This move is more precise than the routine Nc6, 
because then Black’s knight will be incapable of helping his bishop on d5. 
15.Bc4 Nc7 16.Qb3 e6p He has parried his opponent’s initiative and thanks 
to his safer king Black’s prospects seem to be obviously preferable. 


9.b3 Nc6 10.Rel (10.h3?! £5!? White’s knight is defenceless on e3, so he 
cannot play d4-d5. 11.Qd2 e5=+ Rettler — Zoltek, Gladenbach 1999; 10.Be2 d5 
— see variation B2) 10...d5!? (10...e5 — see Chapter 11, 10.Nf3 Nc6) 11.c5 
Bg4!? 12.cxb6 e5+ Black has very powerful initiative for the sacrificed piece. 
13.Ne2 Bxf3 14.gxf3 exd4 15.Bf4 Qf6 16.Bg2 Rfe8 17.Rxc6 bxc6 18.b7 
Rab8 19.Bxb8 d3 20.Qxd3 Qal+ 21.Kd2 Qxa2+ 22.Kd1 Rxb8 23.Rel Qal+ 
24.Ncl Bb2 25.Qc2 Rxb7 26.Qxc6 Kg7 27.Qxb7 Qxcl+ 28.Ke2 Qc2+ 
29.Kfl Bd4 30.Re2 Qb1= White is incapable of avoiding the repetition of the 
position. 


9.Qd2 Bg4 10.Ng5 Nc6 11.d5. This move leads to a very sharp game. 
(11.h3 Bf5=; 11.f3 Bf5+ Golf — Schlager, Baden 2003. White’s kingside has 
been weakened by the pawn-advance f2-f3 and his knight on g5 does not 
participate in the fight for the centre.) 11...Ne5 12.b3 h6 13.Nge4 f5 14.Ng3 
f4 15.Bxf4 Nexc4 16.Bxc4 Nxc4 17.bxc4 Rxf4 18.Qxf4 Bxc3+ 19.Kfl Bxal 
20.Qxg4 Bg7 21.Qxg6 Qc7 22.Qe6+ Kh8 23.Qe4 Rc8 24.Ke2 Qxc4+ 


25.Qxc4 Rxc4= 


9...Bg4 
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10.Be2 


About 10.d5 e6 — see 9.d5. 


10.h3 Bxf3 11.Qxf3 Nc6 
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12.d5 NeS 13.Qf4, Grunina — Kirchei, Sochi 2016, 13...e6!?= 

12.c5?! White lags in development, so the opening of the position would be 
in favour of Black. 12...e5! He seizes completely the initiative with this 
energetic strike against the enemy centre. 13.dxe5 dxc5 14.Bxc5 Nxe5p 
15.Qxb7? Re8 16.Be3, Tweedie — Baruch, England 2010, 16...Rb8!? Black 
wishes to activate maximally his pieces. 17.Qa6 Nd5 18.Nxd5 Qxd5 19.Rdl 
Qe4 20.Qe2 Red8 21.Rd2 Rbc8—+ 

12.Qd1? d5 
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13.cxd5?! This transfer into a position with an isolated pawn seems to be 
bad for White. 13...Nxd5 14.Bc4, Kazakov — Budinsky, Tatranska Lomnica 
1998, 14...Nxe3!? With this move Black not only deprives his opponent of 
the two-bishop advantage, but also creates for him a weakness on e3. 15.fxe3 
Bh6 16.Qd3 e5!? Black wishes to provoke an advance of the enemy d-pawn 
in order to exploit tactically the defencelessness of the bishop on c4. 17.d5 
Nb4 18.Qe2 Bxe3! 19.Qxe3 Qh4—+ 

13.c5, Chatzipolitis — Velicka, Aghios Kirykos 2018, 13...e5!? Black makes 
use of the insufficient protection of the d4-square. 14.dxe5 d4 15.cxb6 dxe3 
16.Qxd8 exf2+ 17.Kxf2 Rfxd8 18.Be2 Bxe5y White will hardly manage to 
neutralise the pressure of the enemy bishop on e5 against his position. 
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10.b3. White has fortified his c4-square; nevertheless, Black still advances 
10...d5!? 11.c5 Nc8 12.Be2 e6!?=, followed by Ne7-f5, Nc6, increasing the 
pressure against the d4-square. 

10...d5 11.c5 Ne4 
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12.Nxd5 
12.Bxc4 dxc4 13.h3 Bxf3 14.Qxf3 Nc6 15.0-0 Nxd4 16.Qxb7 Qa5= 


12...Nxb2 13.Qb3, Oussedik — Saleh, Ottawa 2007, 13...Be6 14.Nxe7+ 
Qxe7 15.Qxb2 Bd5 16.0-0 Nc6. Black has good compensation for the 
sacrificed pawn, since White’s pieces are squeezed with the protection of the 
pawn on d4. 17.Rfel Rfe8. Black continues to improve patiently his position. 
18.Rb1 Qc7 19.Qxb7. White wins temporarily a second pawn, but the 
position would be quickly simplified. 19...Qxb7 20.Rxb7 Nxd4 21.Rd7 
Nxe2+ 22.Rxe2 Bc6 23.Re7 (23.Rd6 Rac8 24.Rc2 Bf8 25.Rdd2 Rc7=) 
23...Rec8 24.Rxc8+ Rxc8© Black has two powerful bishops, so he should 
manage to hold this endgame. 


B) 7.Be2 Bg7 
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Now, we will analyse in details: B1) 8.0-0 and B2) 8.Nc3. 


About 8.Qb3 0-0 9.0-0 — see 8.0-0. 


Following 8.a4 a5, Black obtains an excellent square for his knight. 9.h3 
Nc6 10.0-0, Smejkal — Hort, Harrachov 1966, 10...Nb4!?= 


8.Be3 0-0 
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About 9.h3 Nc6 — see 8.h3. 

9.0-0 Nc6 — see variation B1. 

9.Nc3 Nc6 — see variation B2. 

9.Nbd2 f5!? Black wishes to exploit some tactical motifs, connected with 
the misplacement of White’s bishop on e3. 10.Qb3 f4 11.c5+, De Oliveira — 
Krecak, ICCF 1999, 11...d5!? Black should better cover the a2-g8 diagonal 
with his pawn; otherwise, he would have to consider the possibility Ng5-f7. 
12.cxb6 fxe3 13.fxe3 axb6 14.0-0 Nc6+ Black’s two-bishop advantage 
compensates fully his doubled pawns on the b-file. 


8.h3 0-0 
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About 9.0-0 Bf5 — see variation B1. 

9.Nc3 Nc6 — see 13 chapter, variation B2. 

9.Be3 Nc6 10.0-0 (10.Nc3 d5 — see Chapter 13, variation B). 10...d5 11.c5 
Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 13.Na3 Be6 14.Qe2 Qd5 15.Racl, Van Kooten — Buzing, 
Hengelo 1995, 15...Qh5!? 16.Nxc4 Bd5 17.b3 £53 Black has obtained the 
two-bishop advantage for the sacrificed pawn and exerts powerful pressure 
against the enemy position. 
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9.Nbd2. White’s knight would be more passive on this square than on c3. In 
general, as a rule, it is sensible for him to develop his knight on the d2-square 
only when Black has already played Bg4. So, the combination of the moves 
h3 and Nbd2 does not seem logical. 9...Nc6 10.d5, Leskovar — Fernandez 
Lopez, Aviles 1992, 10...Na5!?3 Black has seized the initiative. 


B1) 8.0-0 0-0 
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9.Be3 
About 9.Nc3 Nc6 — see variation B2. 


As for 9.h3 Bf5 10.Nc3 Nc6, or 9.Bg5 Nc6 10.h3 Bf5 11.Nc3 h6 — see 
Chapter 13, variation B. 


9.Nbd2 Bf5= 


9.Qb3 Bg4= Now, White should better refrain from 10.c5?!, because after 
10...Be6 11.Qb5, Petrossian — Remille, Salon de Provence 2008, 11...dxc5!? 
12.dxc5 Nd5 13.Qxb7 Nd73, he would be incapable of preserving his extra 
pawn, since his queenside pieces are not developed yet. 

After 9.d5, Black has the powerful argument 9...e5!?, without being afraid 
of ending up with an isolated pawn on the d-file. 10.dxe6 Bxe6 11.Na3 d5 
12.Ng5 Nc6 13.Nxe6 fxe6= Feher — Detter, Austria 2014. Black’s pieces 
have been actively deployed, while White’s knight is misplaced at the edge of 
the board. 


9.b3 d5!? After White has played b2-b3, Black’s knight on b6 does not 
exert pressure against the enemy pawn on c4, so he must transfer it to a more 
active position. 10.c5 N6d7 11.Qc2, Bryzgalin — Chashchev, Belorechensk 
2005, 11...Nc6!? 12.Bb2 Nf6+, followed by Bf5 and Ne4. 


9...Nc6 
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10.Nbd2 

About 10.Nc3 Bg4 — see variation B2. 

10.Na3. The edge of the board is not the best place for a knight. 10...e5 
11.dxe5 dxe5 12.Nb5 Bg4 13.Bc5 Qxd1 14.Raxd1 Rfd8= The arising 
endgame seems to be approximately equal, Zambrana — Mosquera, Havana 


2006. 


10.Qd2 Bg4 11.Na3. White’s pieces are not so harmoniously deployed. 
11...e5 12.d5 Ne7+ Chudyk — Lopez Ziegler, Guadalajara 2016. 


10.h3. This is a prophylactic move against Bg4. 10...Bf5 11.Nbd2. White 


weakens his control over the d4-square and Black can exploit this 
immediately. (Following 11.Bd3 Bxd3 12.Qxd3, Black’s knight may 
penetrate to the c4-outpost: 12...d5 13.c5 Nce4+ Uhrik — Chovanec, Slovakia 
2003; 11.Nc3 d5 — see Chapter 13, variation B.) 11...e5 12.d5 Nd4 13.Bxd4 
exd4 14.Nb3 d3. Black exchanges his weak d3-pawn for the enemy b-pawn 
and obtains a quite acceptable position. 15.Bxd3 Bxd3 16.Qxd3 Bxb2 
17.Rab1 Bg7= Oliver — Riggs, Belconnen 2003. The pawns on d6 and c4 are 
about equally vulnerable. 


10...e5!? 

Black begins active actions. 

11.dxe5 

After this exchange, Black’s queen controls the strategically important d4- 
square. 


Here, in order not to end up in an inferior position, White should better 
avoid the opening of the game: 11.d5 Nd4= 
11...dxe5 
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The plan, connected with the advance of the rook-pawn cannot solve the 
problems for White. 12.a4 Bf5. Black should better develop his bishop before 
his knight would be ousted to the d7-square. 13.a5 Nd7 14.Nb3 Qe7? Savic — 
Sale, Ulcinj 2014. White’s active actions on the queenside have only 
weakened the b4-square. 


12...Re8 13.Ne4, Seret — Hauchard, Toulouse 1995, 13...Bf5!? Black is not 
afraid of the penetration of the enemy knight to the d6-square. 14.Nfd2 
(14.Nd6?! e4 15.Nxe8 exf3p; 15.Nd2 Re6 16.Nxf5 gxf5p) 14...Qd73, 
followed by Rad8. 


B2) 8.Nc3 0-0 
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9.0-0 


About 9.h3 Nc6 — see Chapter 13, variation B. 
9.b3 d5 10.c5 N6d7 11.Bb2 Nc6 12.0-0 Nf6 13.h3 Ne4= Meijers — 
Rudolph, Werther 2001. 


9.Bg5 Nc6 10.Qd2 d5 11.cxd5. Now, in order to prevent the appearance of 
the enemy knight on the c4-square, White must enter a position with an 
isolated pawn. (The move 11.c5 leads to a position with mutual chances: 
11...Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 13.d5 Nb4 14.0-0 Nd3 15.Bh6 Qa5 16.Bxg7 Kxg7 
17.63 Qxc5 18.bxc4 Qxc4 19.Rad1 Bf5~+) 11...Nxd5 12.h3, Girard — Gozzoli, 
France 2000, 12...Qa5!?= Here, White’s first priority would be to prevent the 
tactical strike Nxd4, which would lead to a loss of a pawn for him. 


9.Be3 Nc6é 
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About 10.0-0 Bg4 — see 9.0-0. 

10.h3 d5 — see chapter 13, variation B. 

10.b3. After this move the knight on c3 remains defenceless. Black can 
exploit this immediately. 10...d5!? 11.c5 Nd7 12.Rcl. White protects his 
knight on c3, but fails to prevent the line: 12...Nxc5 13.dxc5 d4, for example: 
14.Nxd4, Tiviakov — Sergeev, Warsaw 2009, 14...Nxd4!? 15.0-0 Nf5 
16.Qxd8 Rxd8 17.Rfdl Rxd1+ 18.Nxd1 Nd4 19.Bxd4 Bxd4+ Black’s 
prospects are not worse thanks to his two powerful bishops. 

10.d5 Na5!? He attacks immediately White’s pawn on c4. 11.Bd4 Bxd4 


12.Qxd4 e5. This is a concrete approach to the position. Black is not afraid of 
ending up with a weak pawn on d6, because he would obtain good 
counterplay due to White’s lag in development. 13.dxe6 Bxe6 14.0-0, Sellos 
— Santo Roman, Chanac 1989. White sacrifices a pawn for the initiative. 
(14.b3 d5=) 14...Bxc4!? 15.Bxc4 Naxc4 16.b3 NeS5. This is the simplest for 
Black. He gives back the pawn and the position becomes completely equal. 
17.Nxe5 dxe5 18.Qxe5 Re8 19.Qa5 Re6= 

10.Qd2 d5 11.cxd5 (After the move 11.c5, Black obtains the two-bishop 
advantage. 11...Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 13.h3 b6 14.cxb6 axb6 15.0-0 Bb73 
Turkova — Kovalik, Slovakia 2012. He not only has two powerful bishops, 
but also excellent prospects to penetrate to the d3-outpost with his knight.) 
11...Nxd5 12.Bh6, Ortel — Varga, Hungary 1992, 12...Qa5!? 13.Bxg7 Kxg7 
14.0-0 Be6+, followed by Rfd8, Rac8. The vulnerability of his isolated pawn 
might hurt White in this middle game. 

10.Rel d5 
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White should better refrain from 11.63, because after 11...dxc4 12.bxc4 
Bg4-, he would have problems to protect his pawns on c4 and d4 without 
weakening his position. For example, it would be bad for him to choose 
13.d5?!, since following 13...Na5 14.Nd2 Bxe2 15.Qxe2 Rc8 16.Bxb6 


Qxb6un, the dark squares in his camp would be horribly weakened, Kazakov — 
Kantorik, Tatranska Lomnica 1998. 

White would be slightly worse if he enters a position with an isolated pawn: 
11.cxd5 Nxd5 12.0-0 Nxe3 13.fxe3 Bh6? Nguyen — Richterova, Novy Bor 
2013. Black has the two-bishop advantage and exerts powerful pressure 
against the enemy pawn on e3. 

11.c5 Nc4 12.Bxc4 (The tactical strike 12.Nxd5?!, would only worsen 
White’s position. 12...Nxe3 13.Nxe3, Diamant — Glatt, Hungary 1993, 
13...Qa5+!? 14.Qd2 Qxd2+ 15.Kxd2 Nxd4 16.Nxd4 Bxd4? Black has the 
two-bishop advantage and can play a long time for a win without any risk at 
all.) 12...dxc4 13.0-0 Bf5+ Mrvova — Szamos, Slovakia 2000. His bishop is 
headed for the weakened d3-square. 
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10.Be3 


About 10.h3 Bf5 — see Chapter 13, variation B. 


10.b3 Bg4 11.Bb2, Wittmann — Schatz, Bayern 1997 (11.Be3 d5 — see 


11.Be3) 11...Bxf3!? Naturally, Black would not mind exchanging his flank 
b7-pawn for the enemy central d4-pawn. 12.Bxf3 Nxd4 13.Bxb7 Rb8? 
White’s bishop is forced to occupy a passive position on a6; otherwise Black 
would play Nxc4. 


10.c5. This queenside activity seems to be premature, since it only creates a 
target for an attack by Black. 10...dxc5 11.dxc5 Qxd1 12.Rxd1 Bxc3!? 
13.cxb6 Bg7 14.bxa7 Rxa7? — Black’s pieces exert powerful pressure against 
White’s queenside, Santo Roman — Grunberg, Maribor 1987. 


10.Bg5 Bg4 11.Be3?! If White wanted to deploy his bishop on e3, he could 
have done that without a loss of a tempo. (11.b3 d53) 11...Bxf3. Now, in 
order to preserve his pawn on c4, White must comply with a weakening of 
the shelter of his king. 12.gxf3 d5 13.cxd5 (13.c5 Nc4p) 13...Nxd5p Szemzo 
— Varga, Szekszard 1995. White has no compensation for the numerous 
pawn-weaknesses in his position. 


After 10.Bf4 Bg4, White will have problems with the protection of his 
pawns on d4 and c4. 11.c5 (Following 11.d5, Black would organise pressure 
against the enemy pawn on c4: 11...Na5 12.Nd2 Bxe2 13.Qxe2 Rc8p Sousa — 
Poleschi, UECC 1999) 11...dxc5 12.dxc5 Nd7 13.Be3 Qa5 14.Qa4 Qxa4 
15.Nxa4 Nde5?3 Conrady — Dreyer, Dublin 1957. 


10.d5 Na5 11.Nd4!? Activating his pieces, even at the price of a pawn, 1s 
White’s best chance in this position. (The passive defence would be counter 
productive for him: 11.Nd2?! Bd7 12.Nde4 Naxc4p Mikula — Manea, 
Krakow 2018; 12.Bd3 Rc8 13.Qe2 Re8 14.Nce4 Qc7p Fusco — Obregon, 
Buenos Aires 2003.) 11...Naxc4 12.63 Ne5 13.a4, Crouan — Alet, France 
2007, 13...a5!?3 White does not have sufficient compensation for the pawn 
indeed, but the position remains very sharp. 


10.a4, Eggleston — Varga, Budapest 2016, 10...d5!? 11.cS Nc4+ 


10...Bg4 
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11.b3 


White should better not ignore here the threat Bxf3. For example: 11.Rc1?! 
Bxf3 12.gxf3 d5 13.c5 Nc8p, followed by e7-e6, Nc8-e7-f5, Da Silva — 
Manzi, Rio de Janeiro 2015. 


The move 11.h3?! would only help Black to accomplish a favourable 
exchange for him. 11...Bxf3 12.gxf3 e5 13.d5, Zawadzka — Hou, Beijing 
2008, 13...Nd4!?u 


11.c5?! This active attempt on the queenside is obviously premature. 
11...Bxf3 12.Bxf3. White avoids the weakening of his kingside pawn- 
structure, but allows Black’s knight to occupy the c4-square. 12...dxc5 
13.dxc5 Nc4 14.Qe2. White not only protects his pawn on b2, but also avoids 
the appearance of a weakness on the e3-square. (14.Qb3 Nxe3 15.fxe3 Rb&p 
Zhou — Colas, Saint Louis 2018) 14...Nxe3 15.Qxe3 Bd4. Suddenly, White 
has difficulties with the protection of his pawn on c5. 16.Qg5 e6 17.Qxd8 
Rfxd8p Rosenkranz — Grimm, Kiel 2007. Black’s bishop on d4 is very 


powerful. It not only attacks the enemy pawn on c5, but also exerts powerful 
pressure against White’s queenside. 


It is bad for White to opt here for 11.d5?!, since following 11...Bxf3, he 
would have to weaken his queenside pawn-structure not to end up a pawn 
down. 12.gxf3 (12.Bxf3 NeSp) 12...Na5 13.Bd4, Roth — Ruedrich, ICCF 
1990, 13...e5% 


11.Nd2. White wishes to preserve his knight, but that plan seems to be a bit 
slow, because after 11...Bxe2, he would have to send his knight to a passive 
position in order to avoid the loss of his pawn on d4. 12.Nxe2 d5 13.c5 Nd7=, 
followed by e7-e5, Spatz — Schultz, Rinteln 1994. 


11...d5 12.c5 
12.cxd5 Nxd5 13.Nxd5 Qxd5 14.Rcl Rad8 15.h3 Bf53 Kochetkova — 
Kashlinskaya, Plovdiv 2014. 


After 12.a4 dxc4 13.a5, Karpus — Rudolf, Poronin 2017, White ousts the 
enemy knight from the b6-square, but it can go from there to d6 and would 


again exert pressure against the pawn on c4. 13...Nc8!? 14.bxc4 Nd6= 


12...Nc8 
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About 13.Rb1 e6 14.b4 a6 — see 13.b4. 


13.Qd2 e6 14.Nel (14.Racl N8e7 — see 13.Rc1; 14.64 a6 — see 13.b4; 
14.h3 Bxf3 15.Bxf3 N8e7 — see 13.h3) 14...Bxe2 15.Nxe2 b6= Mkrtchian — 
Donchenko, Moscow 1996. 


13.Nd2. White wishes to preserve his knight on f3 in order to use it later for 
the protection of his pawn on d4. Naturally, he has no chances of maintaining 
an advantage in the opening by playing like this. 13...Bxe2 14.Nxe2, Gasser — 
Gervasi, Italy 1995, 14...b6!?= 


The move 13.Nel is played with the same idea as 13.Nd2. 13...Bxe2 
14.Nxe2 b6. Black wishes to organise counterplay on the queenside. 15.Rcl 
e6 16.Qd2 bxc5 17.Rxc5, Huebner — Timman, Sarajevo 1991, 17...N6e7!? 
Black will hardly manage to preserve his knight on the open file, so he is 
preparing its transfer to f5. He will deploy his second knight on the d6- 
square. 18.Ng3 Nd6= There has arisen a position with dynamic balance. 


White is dominant on the open c-file, while Black has a more elastic pawn- 
structure. 


13.a3. This unnecessary preparatory move is just a waste of a valuable 
tempo. 13...e6 14.b4, Andriasian — Mikaelyan, Yerevan 2018, 14...Bxf3!? 
Black exchanges an important defender of the pawn on d4 and also weakens 
White’s control over the c4-square. 15.Bxf3 N8e7 16.Ne2 Nf5. He can hardly 
organise active actions on the queenside, because after 17.b5 Na53, Black’s 
knight might be transferred to the c4-outpost. 


B2a) 13.Rcl1 

This is a solid move. White removes his rook away from the long diagonal 
and protects his knight. 

13...e6 

Black fortifies his d5-pawn and frees a square for his knight. 


14.Nel 
This move seems to be a bit passive. 


About 14.h3 Bxf3 15.Bxf3 N8e7 — see 13.h3. 

14.b4 a6 15.h3 Bxf3 16.Bxf3 N8e7 17.Ne2 Nf5° 

14.Qd2 N8e7 15.Nh4 (15.h3 Bxf3 16.Bxf3 e5 — see 13.h3; 15.Nel Bxe2 
16.Nxe2 Nf5 — see 14.Ne1) 15...Bxe2 16.Nxe2 Qa5 17.Qxa5 Nxa5= Anhalt — 
Louis, Germany 1984. White’s knight, placed at the edge of the board, 


prevents the move Nf5. 


14...Bxe2 15.Nxe2 N8e7 
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16.Qd3 Nf5= 


16.Ng3. White prevents the move Nf5, but Black can organise active 
actions on the queenside as well. 16...Qa5 17.Nf3, Wood — Rupp, Bayern 
2005, 17...b6? White’s knight on g3 is too far away from the focus of the 
active actions on the board. 


16.f4. This move impedes Black’s pawn-advance e6-e5, but restricts the 
actions of White’s bishop on e3 even more. 16...b6 17.Bf2 bxc5 18.Rxc5, 
Komiagina — Gorozhankina, St Petersburg 2006, 18...Na5!?, followed by the 
transfer of the knight to the e4-square (Nb7-d6-e4). White will hardly 
manage to cover the weak squares in his position. 


16.Nc2. He provides additional defence of the strategically important d4- 
square, but after that his pieces would not be harmoniously deployed. 16...b6 
17.64 bxc5 18.bxc5 Qa5 19.a3 Rab8. White’s pieces are squeezed with the 
protection of the pawn on d4, so Black manages to seize the b-file. 20.Qd3, 
Llado Lumbera — Darga, Luzern 1963, 20...Rb2p, followed by Qa4, Nf5, 
Rfb8. 

16...Nf5 17.Nf3, Zawadzka — Paehtz, Wroclaw 2018 (17.Nc2. Here, 
White’s knight will impede his pieces to fight for the c-file. 17...b6? Ong — 
Friberg, Sweden 2007) 17...Qd7= Later Black, depending on his opponent’s 
actions, can organise counterplay on the queenside with the move b7-b6, or 
can prepare an offensive in the centre with f7-f6, followed by e6-e5. 


B2b) 13.h3 

White obtains the two-bishop advantage, but loses an important tempo in 
order to do that. 

13...Bxf3 14.Bxf3 e6 
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15.Qd2 
About 15.b4 a6 — see variation B2c. 


15.g4. White does not allow the enemy knight to occupy the f5-square, but 
weakens the shelter of his own king. 15...f5. Black wishes to open files on the 
kingside. 16.gxf5, Korneev — Konopka, Karvina 1992, 16...Qf6!? 17.Bg2 
Qxf53 


The move 15.Ne2 looks rather passive. 15...N8e7 16.¢4, Andreu Tello — 
Rodriguez Rebull, Barcelona 2001 (16.Qd2 — see 15. Qd2) 16...Qd7!?3 Later, 
Black might continue with active actions in the centre: f7-f6, e6-e5, or try to 
open files on the kingside with f7-f5, making use of the enemy pawn-advance 
g2-24. 


15.Rcl N8e7 
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About 16.Qd2 e5 — see 15.Qd2. 

16.Ne2 Nf5 17.Qd2 h53 Kaloczi — Polyik, Balatonlelle 2016. 

16.Nb5 Nf53 White will have problems to neutralise the pressure against his 
pawn on d4, because the straightforward move 17.¢4?, would be countered 
by Black with the powerful argument 17...a6! 18.gxf5 axb5 19.fxe6 fxe6 
20.Bg4 Qf6 21.Rce2 h5 22.Be2 Qh4—+ Durarbayli — Miroshnichenko, Baku 
2010. 
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16.Rad1 Nf5? 

16.Ne2 Nf5 17.Bg4 Nxe3 18.fxe3. White protects his pawn on d4, but there 
appears a new weakness in his position — the pawn on e3. 18...Qg5 19.Rael, 
Belkadi — Segal, Buenos Aires 1978, 19...e5!?)7 Black begins active actions 
in the centre and will be threatening to trap the enemy bishop on g4 at an 
opportune moment. 


16.Nb5. White’s knight will not be stable on this square. 16...Nf5 17.Bg4 
a6 18.Bxf5 axb5. After all these exchanges, Black will have the possibility to 
exert pressure against White’s backward pawn on a2. 19.Bc2, Browne — 
Fischer, Zagreb 1970, 19...b4!?y1 This is Black’s simplest reaction. Now, 
White would be incapable of advancing a2-a4. With his next few moves 
Black would double, and eventually triple his major pieces on the a-file, after 
which White would hardly manage to preserve at the same time his weak 
pawns on a2 and d4. 

16.Rfdl Nf5 17.Ne2 Nxe3 18.Qxe3, Pokrupa — Hausner, Prague 2005, 
18...a5!? Now, before the start of the active actions against the enemy pawn 


on d4, Black wishes to impede the pawn-advance b3-b4. 19.Racl Qh4y 


16...e5!? He exploits the insufficient protection of the d4-square and begins 
active operations in the centre. During the next few moves he might either 
increase his pressure against the d4-square with the move Nf5, or might 
occupy additional space with tempo (e5-e4). 17.Nb5 e4 18.Be2 (18.Bg4 h5 
19.Be2 NfSp Md Ariful — Subrota, Dhaka 2017) 18...Nf5. Black is perfectly 
prepared to play a7-a6. 19.Rfd1 (19.Bg4? a6 20.Bxf5 axb5 21.Bg4 Qa5—+ 
Vojak — Zelcic, Split 2018) 19...a6 20.Nd6. White chooses here the least of 
evils for him. He prefers to part with the pawn on c5, than to lose the central 
d4-pawn. 20...Nxd6 21.cxd6 Qxd6p1 Tago — Schmidt, ICCF 2011. 


B2c) 13.b4 

White exploits the defencelessness of the pawn on b7 and begins to 
advance his pawn-majority on the queenside. 

13...a6 

Black prevents the further advance of the enemy pawn with the idea that 
after b5 axb5, his rook on a8 would enter the actions from its initial position. 
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14.Rb1 
Now, White does not need to consider the possible capturing on b4. 


14.Nel Bxe2 15.Nxe2 e6 16.Qd2 N8e7 17.Nc2 Nf5= Ismagambetov — 
Durarbayli, Al Ain 2012. 


14.h3 Bxf3 15.Bxf3 e6 


a 
yi 


“yy, Ay 
| i 7 Yi 


= ON PS tee ee 


About 16.Rb1 N8e7 — see 14.Rb1. 

16.a4? Nxb4p 

It would be too slow for White to opt here for 16.Qd2, because after that 
Black would transfer his knight to the f5-square and would maintain an edge. 
16...N8e7 17.Ne2 (17.Rab1 Nf5 — see 14.Rb1) 17...Nf5 18.a4, Kandic — 
Bellers, Lemgo Matorf 1995, 18...e5!?)7 Black is perfectly prepared to open 
the game in the centre. 

16.b5. White begins immediate active actions on the queenside, but there 
would appear a weak pawn on a2 in his position. 16...axb5 17.Nxb5 b6 
18.cxb6 Nxb6p Wagner — Berghaus, Germany 2008. 


14.Qd2 e6 
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About 15.Rab1 N8e7 — see 14.Rb1. 

15.Ng5 Bxe2 16.Nxe2 N8e7 17.f4 b5!? Black builds a reliable barrier on 
the queenside. 18.Rfb1 Qd7+ Miettinen — Martin Sanchez, ICCF 2009. White 
has more space and this compensates the presence of a “bad” bishop in his 
position. 

15.Rfd1. He increases his control over the d4-square. 15...N8e7 16.Nel 
(16.b5?! axb5 17.Nxb5, Kobalia — Ivanov, Moscow 1994, 17...Ra4!?p) 
16...Bxe2 17.Nxe2 Nf5= Westerinen — Hort, Leningrad 1967. Black can 
hardly increase his pressure against the d4-square. 


14...e6 
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15.a4 


15.Rel N8e7+ 


15.Qd2 N8e7 16.h3 Bxf3 17.Bxf3 Nf5 18.Ne2 Nh4 — see 15.h3. 


15.h3. As a rule, a move like this is a loss of time in similar positions, 
because the exchange on f3 is a part of Black’s plan anyway. 15...Bxf3 


16.Bxf3 N8e7 
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17.a4 Nf5 18.Ne2, Obregon Rivero — Fernandez Reyes, Badalona 2012, 
18...Qf6!?47 White will fail to preserve his pawn on d4. 

17.¢4. He prevents the appearance of the enemy knight on f5, but weakens 
the shelter of his king. 17...f5 18.Ne2 fxg4 19.Bxg4, Potapov — Zvjaginsev, 
St Petersburg 2017, 19...Qd7!?, followed by h7-h5, Nf5. 

17.Ne2 Nf5 18.Qd2 (18.Bg4 Nxe3 19.fxe3 Qg5. Black is eyeing the enemy 
weakness on e3. 20.Nf4, Malinovsky — Konopka, Czech Republic 2007, 
20...Rad8!?p1, he protects his pawn on d5. Black is preparing the pawn-break 
in the centre e6-e5, after which White will have problems with his defence.). 
He has managed to protect his d4-pawn, but after 18...Nh4, White will have 
to exchange his powerful dark-squared bishop in order to preserve the 
flexibility of his kingside pawn-structure. 19.Bg4 h5 20.Bg5 Bf6 21.Bxh4 
Bxh4 22.Bf3, Sanchez — Dzhumaev, Rochefort 2009, 22...b5!?3, Black 
prevents b4-b5. White’s position is solid, but very passive. 


15...N8e7 16.b5 Na5!? 
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Black’s knight is headed for the c4-square. He is not in a hurry to open the 
a-file, because later, in some variations, he will manage to create pressure 
against White’s weak pawn on a4. 
17.bxa6 


17.h3 Bxf3 18.Bxf3 Nf5% Pratyusha — Pon, Calicut 2008. 

17.Ne5, Ulfarsson — Stefansson, Iceland 1994, 17...Bxe2!? 18.Nxe2 axb5 
19.axb5 Bxe5 20.dxe5 Nf5 21.Bf4 Qc7? In this closed position, White’s 
bishop is weaker than any of the enemy knights. In addition, he might lose 
his pawn on c5. 


17...bxa6 18.Ne1 


After 18.Ne5?! Bxe2 19.Qxe2, Ljubojevic — Vukic, Pula 1971, 19...Bxe5!? 
20.dxe5 Nf5py1, White would have problems to preserve his c5-pawn. 


18...Bxe2 19.Nxe2 
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19...Nec6? — Black’s knight occupies here an excellent blocking square in 
front of the enemy pawn on c5, Askelof — Sandstrom, ICCF 2011. His other 
knight will be headed for the c4-square and White will be forced to defend 
passively for a long time. 


Chapter 13 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 Nb6 
5.exd6 cxd6 6.Nf3 g6 7.Nc3 Bg7 8.h3 
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This move deprives Black of the possibilities, connected with Bg4. 
8...0-0 


We will analyse in details now: A) 9.Be3 and B) 9.Be2. 


9.Qb3. White weakens his control over the strategically important d4- 
square. Black can exploit this immediately: 9...e5!?+ Zitny — Humphreys, 
IECC 1999. 


Black has not played Nc6 yet, so it seems premature for White to weaken 
the c5-square with the move 9.d5, Delgado Ramirez — Almeida Quintana, 
Cuba 2001, 9...Na6!?3 

9.Bg5 Be6é 10.d5 Bd7 11.Qd2, Cicak — Fuks, Bayern 2006, 11...Qc7!? 


Black exerts pressure against the c4-pawn with the idea to weaken the control 
of his opponent’s pieces over the c3-square. 12.63 Bxc3 13.Qxc3 Nxd5 
14.Qb2 Nf6 15.Be2 Re8 16.0-0 Ne4 17.Be3 e5= White’s bishops are very 
active, while the shelter of the enemy king has been weakened, but Black still 
has an extra central pawn, so he has good chances of equalising. 


A) 9.Be3 
Before White has played Be2, Black’s plan, connected with d6-d5 and Nc4 


would be premature. So, he should concentrate on advancing e7-e5. 
9...Nc6 
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10.Rel1 
White does not determine his future plans yet. 


About 10.Be2 d5 — see variation B. 
Following 10.b3, Black does not need to be in a hurry to advance e7-e5 and 


can play before that 10...f5!?, for example: 11.Qd2 e5= Rettler — Zoltek, 
Gladenbach 1999. 


After 10.d5, Black has an easy plan for his actions, connected with an 
attack against the enemy c4-pawn. 10...Na5 11.Bd4. White exchanges the 
dark-squared bishops and thus reduces his opponent’s pressure against his 
queenside, but lags in development after that. 11...Bxd4 12.Qxd4 e5 13.dxe6 
Bxe6= Schweber — Piza Cortizo, Buenos Aires 1988. Black’s superior 
development compensates fully the slight weakness of his pawn on d6. 


10.Bd3 d5!? 11.cxd5. After this White ends up in a position with an 
isolated pawn, but not in the best possible version. (11.c5 Nc4 12.Bxc4 dxc4 
— see 9.Be2) 11...Nxd5 12.0-0 Nxe3 13.fxe3 e63 Skytte — Vorobiov, 
Cappelle-la-Grande 2003. Black’s bishop-pair provides him with a slight but 
stable advantage. 

10.Qd2 e5 
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11.d5. White determines immediately the pawn-structure in the centre. 
11...Ne7 12.g¢4. This move is not only preparation of a pawn-offensive on the 
kingside, but also restricts the mobility of the enemy knight on e7. 12...f5. 
Black begins active actions on the kingside, but weakens the e6-square. 
13.Ng5, Kosztolanczi — Pal, Hungary 2007 (The rather routine move 13.0-0- 
0, Skripchenko — Ermeni, Biel 1997, would enable Black to seize the 
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initiative after 13...Bd7!?3, followed by Rc8, creating rather unpleasant 
pressure against the enemy pawn on c4.) 13...h6!? Black attacks the enemy 
knight and provokes the immediate exchange of his bishop on c8, after which 
his rook would occupy this square. 14.Ne6 Bxe6 15.dxe6 Rc8 16.Rd1 Nxc4 
17.Bxc4 Rxc4 18.Qxd6 Qxd6 19.Rxd6 Re8= 

11.0-0-0 Qe7=, He is preparing e5-e4, Cacko — Salati, ICCF 2013. 12.Be2 
(12.d5 Nb4 13.Rel Bd7=; 12.Bh6 Bxh6 13.Qxh6 exd4 14.Nxd4 Be6 15.h4 
Nxd4 16.Rxd4 Rac8=). Here, Black has a very promising pawn-sacrifice at 
his disposal: 12...exd4 13.Nxd4 d5!? 14.cxd5 Nb4=+ The unsafe shelter of 
White’s king might become a telling factor in the future. 


10...e5 
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11.dxe5 

Now, White should better enter an approximately equal endgame, because 
it would be only Black who can fight for the advantage in the middle game. 

11.Bg5 Qe8s!?3 


Following 11.Be2, Black can simplify the position considerably by 


advancing d6-d5. 11...exd4 12.Nxd4 d5 13.cxd5 Nxd5 14.Nxd5 Nxd4 
15.Bxd4 Qxd5 16.Bxg7 Qxd1+ 17.Rxd1 Kxg7= Zagrebelny — Koniushkovy, 
Kstovo 1997. 


11.d5. White closes the centre, but Black is at least as well prepared for 
flank operations as his opponent. 11...Ne7 
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12.¢4, Zvolanek — Freisler, Luhacovice 1993, 12...f5!?+ White has a 
problem to find a safe haven for his monarch. 

12.c5?! This activity seems premature. 12...dxc5 13.Bxc5, Nozdrachev — 
Kovalenko, Izhevsk 2011, 13...Bd7!? 14.d6 Nf5% White lags in development 
and his far-advanced passed pawn is much rather a liability than strength. 

12.Qb3. His queen here will only impede his pawn-offensive on the 
kingside. 12...Nd7? 13.Qa3. The manoeuvres of White’s queen seem rather 
artificial. 13...Nf5 14.Be2 Nxe3. Black not only obtains the two-bishop 
advantage, but also weakens the dark squares in his opponent’s camp. 
15.fxe3, Mueller — Stahlhut, Germany 1993, 15...f5!? Black sacrifices a pawn 
and seizes completely the initiative. 16.Qxd6 Rf6 17.Qa3 Ra6 18.Qb3 e4. He 
fixes the enemy weakness on e3. 19.Nd2 Qg5 20.Kf2 Be5 21.Nfl Rb6 
22.Qc2 f4—+ 


12.Be2 Nf5 13.Bg5. Now, White must lose time in order to save his 
powerful dark-squared bishop from an exchange. 13...f6 14.Bd2 Re8 15.Ne4, 
Stiri — Kelesiadis, Nikea 2003, 15...Nd4!? 16.0-0 Nxe2+ 17.Qxe2 f5 18.Bg5 
Qd7= Black has the two-bishop advantage and good prospects for an 
effective kingside pawn-offensive. 19.Nf6+?! Bxf6 20.Bxf6 h6p 


11...dxe5 12.Qxd8 


12.c5 e4 13.Nxe4 (13.Qxd8 Rxd8 — see 12.Qxd8) 13...Qxd1 14.Rxd1 Na4 
15.63 Bf5 16.Nd6 Nc3= 


12...Rxd8 13.c5 e4!? 
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This energetic move is Black’s simplest way of equalising. 
14.Ng5 


White would not obtain much if he exchanges pawns. 14.Nxe4 Nd5 15.Bc4 
Bxb2 16.Rb1 Bg7 17.Nd6 Be6 18.Rxb7 Rab8= Black has sufficient 
compensation for his minimal material deficit. 


14.Nd2, Giselbrecht — Hawkes, corr. 1978, 14...Bxc3!? 15.bxc3 Nd5 
16.Bg5 Re8+ Black’s superior pawn-structure compensates fully White’s 
bishop-pair. 


14...Bxc3+ 15.bxc3 Nd5 16.Bc4!? 

Here, he must play very accurately; otherwise, White might end up in an 
inferior position. For example: 16.Nxe4 Nxe3 17.fxe3 Be6 18.c4 Ne5? 
Riediger — Schatz, Bad Neustadt 1992. It would be very difficult for him to 
protect his numerous pawn-weaknesses. 


16...Nxe3 

Black deprives his opponent of his two-bishop advantage and weakens even 
more his pawn-structure, but opens the f-file for the enemy rooks. 

17.fxe3 Ne5 
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18.Nxf7. This combination leads to further simplifications. 18...Nxf7 19.0- 
0 Rd7 20.Rxf7 Rxf7 21.Rf1 Bf5. Black covers the f-file at the price of his 
bishop22.¢4 Rc8 23.¢gxf5 g5. This is Black’s last precise move. 24.Rb1 Rxc5 
25.Bxf7+ Kxf7 26.Rxb7+ Kf6 27.Rxa7 Rxc3 28.Kf2 Rc2+ 29.Kg3 h5= 


ee 


B) 9.Be2 Nc6 
Black is not in a hurry to play d6-d5 and Nc4, until White has developed 
his bishop to the e3-square. 
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10.0-0 
This is White’s most logical move, since he would have to castle anyway. 


10.Bg5 h6. Black ousts immediately the enemy bishop. 11.Be3 d5 12.c5 
Nc4 
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It is rather timid for White to choose here 13.Bcl, because he would lose 
too much time on manoeuvres with his bishop. 13...b6 14.63, Sorbe — Gras, 
France 2003, 14...bxc5! This move is energetic and strong! Black sacrifices a 
piece and destroys his opponent’s centre. 15.bxc4 cxd4 16.Nxd5 e6y, 
followed by d4-d3, restoring the material balance and preserving all the 
pluses of his position. 

13.Bxc4. With this move White presents Black with the two-bishop 
advantage. 13...dxc4 14.Qd2, Hay — Kengis, Adelaide 1990. This is the 
essence of White’s idea. He has provoked the move h7-h6, with the intention 
to win a tempo by attacking that pawn. Black is not obliged to protect the 
pawn on h6, however — 14...Bf5!9+ This bishop is headed for the d3-square. 
The exchange of a central pawn for a flank pawn is not in favour of White. 
15.Bxh6?! Nxd4 16.Nxd4 Bxh6 17.Qxh6 Qxd4p White has problems with 
the protection of his pawn on c5 and his king has not castled yet. 


10.Be3. White’s bishop has occupied the e3-square, so Black can realise his 
plan with the preparation of the penetration of his knight to the c4-square. 
10...d5 11.c5 (11.cxd5 Nxd53) 11...Nc4 12.Bxc4 (After 12.Bcl, Black 
manages to break in the centre, before White can oust his knight from its 


active placement on the c4-square. 12...e5 13.dxe5, Buchner — Koller, 
Germany 2000, 13...N4xe5+) 12...dxc4 
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13.0-0 b6!? Black not only attacks the powerful enemy pawn on c5, but is 
also ready to protect his pawn on c4 with the move Ba6. 14.cxb6 (The move 
14.d5 only sends Black’s knight to the d3-outpost. 14...Nb4+) 14...axb6-, 
followed by Ba6. 

13.Qa4 Nxd4. Black is not afraid of the pin on the d-file. 14.Nxd4 (14.Bxd4 
Bxd4 15.0-0-0. White’s plan with castling kingside seems rather adventurous, 
since his king will not be safe there at all. 15...e5 16.Qxc4 Be6p Schwarz — 
Sergeev, Kiev 1999.) 14...Bxd4 15.Rd1 Bxc3+ 16.bxc3 Qce7 17.Qxc4. White 
has managed to restore the material balance, but Black’s prospects in the 
forthcoming fight seem preferable, because White’s queenside pawn- 
structure has been compromised. 17...Be6 18.Qb4, Lebredo Zarragoitia — 
Garcia Martinez, Bayamo 1984 (After 18.Qa4 Qc6 19.Qxc6 bxc6? Paragua — 
Nogueiras, North Bay 1999, White will be faced with a long and laborious 
defence of a position with bishops of opposite colours and rooks.) 18...a5!? 
Black wishes to deploy his bishop on the c4-square and then to oust the 
enemy queen with his a-pawn. 19.Qa3 Bc4? Now, White will be incapable of 
castling. 


10...BfS 


Black makes a useful move waiting for the appearance of the enemy bishop 
on the e3-square. 
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We will deal in details now with: B1) 11.Rel, B2) Bg5, B3) 11.Be3. 


11.c5. This activity on the queenside seems premature, because later, White 
will hardly manage to protect his c5-pawn against the attack of the enemy 
pieces. 11...dxc5 12.dxc5, Meiers — Iashvili, Passau 1993, 12...Nd7!? 13.Be3 
Qa53 


11.a4 d5. Black must begin the realisation of his main plan before waiting 
for the move Be3; otherwise, White will advance a4-a5 on his next move and 
Black’s knight on b6 will be forced to retreat to a passive position. 12.c5 
Nc4+ 13.g4. White wishes to deploy his rook on b1 and to begin after that a 
pawn-offensive on the queenside with the move b2-b4. Still, this weakening 
of the shelter of his king looks rather risky. 13...Bc8 14.Rb1, Atakisi — 
Yilmaz, Batumi 2002, 14...f53 Black exploits the drawbacks of the move g2- 


e4. 


11.d5!? NaS 12.Nd4! This pawn-sacrifice was behind the idea of White’s 
previous move. 12...Naxc4 13.Nxf5 gxf5 
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He has a bishop-pair for the sacrificed pawn and good attacking prospects 
against the enemy king. 

14.Rel, Adhami — Urday, Thessaloniki 1988, 14...Ne5= 

14.Bd3 e6= Sznapik — Chekhov, Lubniewice 1993. 

14.a4, Kuderinov — Polaczek, Khanty-Mansiysk 2010. Now, White will try 
to transfer his rook to the kingside at an opportune moment with the 
manoeuvre Ra3-g3. 14...Ne5!? Black’s knight will be better placed here than 
on the other central square d4, because from e5 it might join in quickly in the 
defence of his king, for example by covering the g-file (Ng6). 15.a5 Nbd7 
16.Nb5 Nf6 17.Nd4 Qc8 
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18.a6 bxa6 19.Bxa6 Qd7 20.Ra5 Ne4 21.Qc2 Rab8 22.Bb5 Qd8 23.b4 Qc8 
24.Qxc8 Rfxc8 25.Nxf5 Bf6= Black’s active and well coordinated pieces 
compensate White’s two-bishop advantage. 

18.Bg5 Nxd5 19.Rcl Nc6 20.Bf3 Qd7 21.Nxf5 Qxf5 22.Qxd5 Ne5 
23.Bxe7 Nxf3+ 24.Qxf3 Qxf3 25.gxf3 Rfc8= There has arisen an 
approximately equal endgame on the board, since both sides have pawn- 
weaknesses in their camps. 


After the waiting move 1|1.a3, Black can play a quiet move with his rook 
11...Re8!?, concealing for the moment his further plans and waiting for the 
appearance of the enemy bishop on e3. 12.Be3 (12.g4. White ousts the enemy 
bishop from its active position, but weakens the shelter of his king. 
12...Bc8=) 12...d5. This is the right time for this move! 13.c5 Nc4+ 
Kozachenko — Gaal, Riga 2018. 


11.b3. White increases his control over the c4-square, but weakens the long 
diagonal. 11...d5 12.c5 (About 12.Be3 dxc4 — see variation B3.) 12...Nd7 
13.Bb2. White develops his bishop to a not so active position in order to 
defend against Nxc5. 13...Be4. Black intends to trade an important defender 


of the pawn on d4. 14.Na4 Bxf3 15.Bxf3 e6. He not only protects his pawn, 
but prepares a queen-sortie to the h4-square. 16.Qd2 (16.Qd3, Rozentalis — 
Appel, Germany 2006, 16...Qh43) 16...Qh4 17.Rad1, Payen — Kahn, Budapest 
1989, 17...b5!? Black wishes to deprive his opponent of his space advantage 
on the queenside. 18.cxb6 axb6? White’s two-bishop advantage is not felt at 
all, because the position is closed. He might have problems later with his 
pawn on d4. 


After 11.Bf4, Black can advance with tempo 11...e5, for example: 12.Bg5 
Qd7 
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13.d5. White occupies space, but that would not promise him much. 
13...Nd4 14.Nxd4 exd4 15.Nb5 Rfe8 16.g4 d3. Black exchanges his weak d- 
pawn for the enemy b2-pawn and obtains a quite acceptable position. 
17.Bxd3 Bxd3 18.Qxd3 Bxb2 19.Rab1 Be5+ Onem — Dlugolecki, ICCF 
2010. Later, Black can either increase the pressure against the enemy pawn 
on c4 with the move Rc§8, or can prepare the transfer of his knight to cS. 

13.dxe5 dxe5 14.c5, Teeriaho — Rain, ICCF 2014, 14...Qxd1!? The transfer 
into an endgame is Black’s simplest way of equalising in this position. 
15.Rfxd1 Nd7 16.Be3. White’s only hopes in this endgame are connected 


with his pawn-majority on the queenside, but after 16...Nd4, Black deprives 
him of any chances of obtaining an advantage. 17.Nxd4 exd4 18.Bxd4 Bxd4 
19.Rxd4 Nxc5= 


B1) 11.Rel Rc8 
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Black is not in a hurry to advance d6-d5 and makes a useful move with his 
rook. 
12.a3 


It would be a positional concession for White to play here 12.Be3, since he 
still had some waiting moves at his disposal. Now, Black equalises 
effortlessly. 12...d5 13.c5 Nc4 14.Bxc4 dxc4 15.Qa4 Bd3+ Cuenca Jimenez — 
Souleidis, Hamburg 2015. Black’s prospects are not worse thanks to the 
powerful position of his bishop on d3 and the pressure against the enemy d4- 
square. 


12.Bfl. Here, Black can refrain from the plan, connected with the pawn- 
advance d6-d5 in favour of attacking the enemy centre with his other pawn. 


12...e5 13.Bg5 Qd7 14.dxe5 dxe5. The queens are very likely to be 
exchanged soon, so there will arise an approximately equal endgame. 15.Nb5 
(15.c5 Qxd1 16.Raxd1 Nd7 17.Nd5 e4 18.Bb5 Rfe8 19.Bxc6 Rxc6 20.b4 h6 
21.Bh4 b6 22.¢4 Be6 23.Rxe4 Kf8 24.Re3 bxc5= Mishin — Pavlov, ICCF 
2014) 15...e4 16.Qxd7 Nxd7 17.Nd2 Bxb2 18.Rad1 e3. White is threatening 
to penetrate with his knight to the d6-square, so Black fails to hold on to his 
extra pawn anyway. 19.Rxe3 Bc2 20.Rdel Nc5 21.Nb3 Bxb3 22.axb3 a5. 
Black fixes the weak enemy pawn on b3. 23.Rb1 Bg7 24.Reel Ne6 25.Bh4 
b6 26.¢4 Ncd4 27.Nxd4, Morozov — Pavlov, ICCF 2014, 27...Bxd4= Black’s 
pieces have occupied active positions and White’s two-bishop advantage is 
not felt at all. 


12.g4. White continues just like in the main line, except that without the 
inclusion of the moves a3 — h6. This circumstance cannot change however 
the evaluation of the position as quite acceptable for Black. 12...Bd7 13.c5 
dxc5 14.dxc5 Na8 15.Be3 Qe8-, followed by f7-f5, obtaining good 
counterplay, Semenov — Schmidt, ICCF 2015. 


12...h6!? 

Now, before advancing e7-e5, it would be useful for Black to take the g5- 
square under control in order to deprive his opponent of the possibility Bg5. 

13.¢4 

White ousts the enemy bishop from its active position, but weakens the 
shelter of his king. 

13...Bd7 14.c5 


Soceete 


oe a ee oe a 


HEN 
Wy Y 

“5 * 

Uf 7 

Y y 

, 7 
Yiletep "yy, Kj [eo We Yup ° 
“Y, Y Y Ve 4 4 7 I, 
“3 NY CLL: Yi NY eee 0 
AtereA Crrtrer Ate Grrrl, 
eee ee 


aD 6 GdeT g¢g Ht 

White continues to oust his opponent’s minor pieces, but from the a8- 
square Black’s knight will join quickly into the fight for the central squares 
with Nc7-e6. 

14...dxc5 15.dxc5 Na8 16.Be3 Nc7 17.Qc2 e5 18.Rad1 Ne6 19.Nb5 b6 
20.b4 bxc5. It is useful for Black to create an isolated pawn for his opponent. 
21.bxc5 a6 22.Nd6 Rc7 23.Bce4 Qf6+, Black avoids the rather unpleasant 
juxtaposition with the enemy rook, Chukanov — Pavlov, ICCF 2015. He has 
good prospects to organise counterplay against White’s kingside, weakened 
by the pawn-advance g2-¢4. 


B2) 11.Bg5 

White wishes to provoke the pawn-advance h7-h6, but this would nor 
worsen Black’s position at all. 

11...h6 
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12.Be3 


12.Bf4 e5. Now, the move h7-h6 turns out to be even useful for Black, 
because White cannot play Bg5. 13.Be3, Eslon — Coret Frasquet, Mislata 
1994, 13...Qf6!?+, Black increases his pressure against the d4-square and 
equalises. 


12.Bh4 g5. He is preparing e7-e5. 13.Bg3 e5 14.d5 (14.dxe5 dxe5 15.Rcl, 
Cuasnicu — Darcyl, Buenos Aires 1983, 15...Qe7!?3 Black is perfectly 
prepared to accomplish the pawn-advance e5-e4.) 14...Ne7. His plan is 
connected with the advance of his pawn-majority on the kingside. In order to 
do that, he needs at first to remove his bishop from the f5-square. 15.a4 Nd7 
16.a5, Bredenhof — Piantedosi, ICCF 2012, 16...Bg6!?+, followed by f5-f4, 
e5-e4. 


12...d5 13.c5 

13.cxd5. White enters a standard position with an isolated pawn but not in 
the best version for him. 13...Nxd5 14.Nxd5 Qxd5 15.Qd2 (15.Qcl Rac8? 
16.Bc4?! Krejci — Sergeev, Czech Republic 2008, 16...Qd6p1) 15...g53 Vrbova 


— §zeko, Slovakia 2008. Black’s prospects seem preferable in this position 
thanks to his powerful centralised pieces. 


13.b3 g5!? 14.Rcl e6+, followed by Qf6, Gimeno Oteo — Jimenez, 
Zaragoza 1994. 


13...Nc4 
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14.Bxc4 dxc4. Black is perfectly prepared to deploy his bishop on the d3- 
outpost. 15.Qa4 Bd3 16.Rfd1, Adorjan — Neckar, Stockholm 1969, 
16...Qe8!? He is preparing the move Rd8. 17.Nel Nxd4. Now, there arises a 
transfer to an approximately equal endgame. 18.Nxd3 Qxa4 19.Nxa4 cxd3 
20.Rxd3 Nc6 21.Rb3 Rab8= In this endgame White’s pawn-majority on the 
queenside is not so important, since Black can advance quickly his pawns on 
the kingside: e7-e5, f7-f5. 


14...e5!? 
Black must play this move now; otherwise, White will oust his knight from 


the c4-square with the move b2-b3. 
15.dxe5 


15.Nxe5 N4xe5 16.dxe5 Qe7 17.Nxd5 Qxe5° Goodwin — Danzanvilliers, 
ICCF 2013. Black has good compensation for his minimal material deficit, 
because his pieces are very active, while White’s queenside has not been 
developed yet. 


15...N4xe5 16.Nxe5 
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16...Bxe5 17.Bxh6 Re8 18.Bf3 Bxh3!? Black obtains an excellent position 
thanks to this concealed tactical strike. 19.Qd2 (It would be too risky for 
White to accept the piece-sacrifice here, because after 19.gxh3?! Qh4°, his 
king might come under a crushing attack.) 19...Be6 20.Rfel Qh4 21.g3 Qd4 
22.Qxd4 Nxd4 23.Bg2 Bg4-+, with the rather unpleasant threats Nc2 and Nf3, 
Harvey — Schmidt, ICCF 2014. 


B3) 11.Be3 d5 
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12.c5 


After 12.cxd5?!, it would be White who must fight for equality in this 
position with an isolated pawn. 12...Nxd5 
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After 13.Rc1, Black can play 13...Nxe3 and he not only obtains the two- 


bishop advantage, but will also manage to create pressure against the enemy 
e3-pawn. 14.fxe3 Bh6 15.Kf2. White must bring his king into the protection 
of the pawn on e3. 15...Rc8 16.g4, Verges — Ivanchuk, Frankfurt 2000, 
16...Bd7!?y White’s king is not safe and his pawn-structure has been 
compromised. 

13.Bg5 h6 14.Be3, Lobron — Z.Polgar, Mendrisio 1987. It is not clear at all 
why White has lost two tempi on manoeuvres with his bishop. 14...Qd6 

13.a3. This is hardly the most useful move for White. 13...Nxe3 14.fxe3 eS. 
Black wishes to open the position in order to exploit to the full extent the 
power of his bishops. 15.d5, Hlavac — Raguz, Delnice 2005, 15...e4!? 
16.dxc6 exf3 17.Bxf3 bxc6 18.Qxd8 Rfxd8 19.Bxc6 Rac8 20.Bf3 Bxc3 
21.bxc3 Rxc33 The endgame is quite comfortable for Black and he can play 
for a win for a long time without any risk. 

13.Qb3 Nxe3 14.fxe3 Bh6 15.Kf2, Barua — Prasad, New Delhi 1987, 
15...Bd7!?3 White’s e3-pawn is weak and his king is vulnerable. 

13.Nxd5 Qxd5 14.Qa4 Be4 15.Racl, Kacharava — Levitina, Moscow 1972, 
15...Rad8!?3 Black pieces have been deployed harmoniously and actively. 
White has no compensation for the vulnerability of his isolated d4-pawn. 


The move 12.g4 leads to the weakening of the shelter of White’s king. 
12...Bc8 13.c5 (Following 13.63, White will fail anyway to hold his control 
over the c4-square. 13...dxc4 14.bxc4 Na5 15.c5 Nbc4 16.Bg5 h6 17.Bh4, 
Moliboga — Sergeev, Kiev 2005, 17...b6!?= Black not only begins to exert 
pressure against the enemy pawn on c5, but also prepares the development of 
his bishop to b7.) 13...Nc4 14.Bxc4 dxc4 15.d5. This is the beginning of a 
good plan for White. He wishes to trade the powerful enemy bishop with the 
move Bd4. 15...Nb4 16.Bd4 f6!? Black is reluctant to part with his two- 
bishop advantage just like that. 17.Rel Rf7 18.Qa4, Rodionov — Bratchenko, 
St Petersburg 2003, 18...a5!? Black is not in a hurry to recapture on c4, since 
he can do that under much more favourable circumstances. 19.Nd2 Nxd5 
20.Nxd5 Qxd5 21.Qxc4 Qxc4 22.Nxc4 e5 23.Nb6 Rb8 24.Bc3 Bf8= The 
powerful placement of White’s knight on b6 compensates Black’s two-bishop 
advantage. 


12.b3. White fortifies the c4-square, but weakens the al-h8 diagonal. 
12...dxc4 13.bxc4 e5!? This is an energetic move. Black provokes an 
immediate crisis in the centre. 14.d5 (After 14.dxe5, White will have an 
isolated pawn on c4. 14...Nxe5 15.Nxe5 Bxe5= Niewold — Deneuville, ICCF 
2009.) 14...Na5 15.c5, Bjornsson — Einarsson, Reykjavik 2000 (The pawn- 
advance 15.g4 would lead to a considerable weakening of White’s king 
shelter. 15...e4 16.Nd2 Bxc3 17.Rcl Be5S 18.gxf5 Qh4? Malyshev — Bortolin, 
ICCF 1992. The game is sharp in this middle game and the unsafe situation 
of White’s king might hurt him seriously.) 15...Nbc4!? 
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16.Rcl Nxe3 17.fxe3 e4 18.Nd4 Bxh3 19.Nxe4 (If White accepts the piece- 
sacrifice 19.gxh3 Qg5+ 20.Kf2 Qh4+ 21.Kg2 Qg5=, his king will be 
incapable of avoiding the perpetual check.) 19...Qxd5 20.Bf3 Bg4 21.Nf6+ 
Bxf6 22.Bxd5 Bxd1 23.Rxf6 Rad8 24.Nf5 Ba4 25.Bxf7+ Kh8 26.Nd6 Kg7= 
White’s pieces are deployed more actively in this endgame, but all his pawns 
are weak. 

16.Bxc4 Nxc4 17.Qe2 Nxe3 18.Qxe3 Rc8+ Black’s two-bishop advantage 
compensates fully the presence of White’s powerful central passed pawn on 
d5. 19.Racl Qa5 20.¢4 Bd7 21.Ne4 Qxa2 22.c6 bxc6 23.Ral Qb2 24.Rfb1 
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Qc2 25.Rcl Qb2 26.Nc5 Bxg4 27.hxg4 cxd5 28.Nd3 Rxcl+ 29.Rxcl Qa3 
30.Ndxe5 Qxe3 31.fxe3 Bxe5 32.Nxe5 Re8 33.Nf3 Rxe3= Now, in order for 
Black to reach a drawish endgame of a rook against a rook and a knight, it 
would be sufficient for him to trade one of his five pawns for his opponent’s 
single pawn. 

12...Nc4 


ZY 
AR 


a Yow ft OO N © 


13.Bxc4 


The move 13.g4?! weakens considerably White’s king shelter. 13...Nxe3 
14.fxe3 Bc8 15.Rb1, Leniart — Ceballos Hornero, Tromsoe 2009, 15...£5!? 


After 13.Bf4?!, White’s b2-pawn remains defenceless and he also weakens 
his control over the key d4-square. 13...Nxb2 14.Qb3 Nd3 15.Bxd3 Bxd3 
16.Rfd1, Brunings Jie — Strugo, Teeside 1973, 16...Ba6!?p 


13.63?! This move only helps Black to accomplish a favourable exchange 
on e3, moreover that the weakening of the long diagonal might hurt White in 
the future. 13...Nxe3 14.fxe3 e5 15.dxe5 Nxe5 16.Nxd5 Be4! This is Black’s 
most precise move! He is not in a hurry to capture the exchange and wishes 


to do that under the most favourable circumstances. 17.Nxe5, Papp — 
Konopka, Hungary 1999, 17...Bxd5—+ 

After 13.Bg5, White will hardly manage to obtain sufficient compensation 
for the sacrificed pawn. 13...Nxb2 14.Qb3 Nc4 15.Rad1 N6a53 Dobrovolsky 
— Banas, Trnava 1984. 


13.Qb3. White protects his pawn on b2, but does not prevent his opponent 
from obtaining the two-bishop advantage 13...N6a5 14.Qb4 Nxe3 15.fxe3, 
Sarana Hungeling — Reinemer, Germany 2007, 15...Rb8!?% 


13.Bcl. White loses too much time on manoeuvres with his bishop. 13...b6. 
It would be sufficient for Black to equalise by realising the plan, connected 
with the pawn-advance e7-e5, but he might also try here to fight for an 
advantage in the opening. 
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About 14.g4 Bc8 15.cxb6 axb6 — see 14.cxb6. 

It would be bad for White to choose here 14.b3?!, because after 14...bxc5!, 
his position would crumble. 15.bxc4 cxd4 16.Nxd5 (16.Qa4 d3—+) 16...d3. 
White is doomed due to the defencelessness of his rook on al. 17.Bxd3 Bxd3 
18.Qxd3 Bxal—+ Houser — Gross, Czech Republic 1998. 


= 


14.cxb6. White only opens the a-file for the enemy rook. 14...axb6 
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It is hardly sensible for White to opt here for 15.Qb3, because he cannot 
win a pawn anyway. 15...e6 16.Bxc4 Na5 17.Qd1, Liang — Gareyev, 
Middleton 2018, 17...dxc4p) Black is not only threatening to penetrate with 
his knight Nb3, but also to occupy the d3-outpost with his bishop, followed 
by Bxd4. 

15.g4. Black’s bishop is very well placed on f5, but this can hardly justify 
the voluntary weakening of White’s own king. 15...Bc8 16.b3 Nd6 17.Bf4, 
Gajwa — Koustav, Abu Dhabi 2018, 17...Ne4p 

15.a3, Dementiev — Gipslis, Riga 1970, 15...e6!? Black protects his pawn 
on d5 and prepares the retreat of his knight to the d6-square. 16.b3 Nd6= 

15.b3. White should better oust immediately the enemy knight, because it 
exerts powerful pressure against his position from the c4-square. 15...Na3 
16.Bxa3 Rxa3 17.Nb5 (17.Qd2 Ra5~+) 17...Ra8 18.Rcel, Maric — Quinteros, 
Vinkovei 1970, 18...Rc8!? Black’s rook has nothing to do on the a-file any 
more, because White can play a2-a4 at any moment if he so wishes. 
Therefore, Black brings his rook into the fight for the c-file. 19.Qd2 Be4. 
Now, Black can play at some moment Bxf3, exchanging an important 
defender of the enemy pawn on d4. 20.Rc3 Qd7 21.Rfcl e6+ White’s 


pressure on the d-file compensates with an interest the vulnerability of his d4- 


pawn. 
13...dxc4 
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14.Qa4 


14.Rcl, Hladik — Freisler, Czech Republic 1994. Black can impede the 
sortie of the enemy queen to the a4-square with the move 14...Qa5!?, for 
example: 15.63 Bd3 16.Rel Rad8? White’s pawn on d4 would need 
permanent protection. 


14.d5. White begins immediate active actions in the centre, but this helps 
Black’s minor pieces to occupy the outposts on c2 and d3. 14...Nb4 15.Bd4 
Bd3 16.Bxg7 (White’s position would be even worse after 16.Rel Bxd4!? 
Black avoids prudently to capture the exchange and is quite happy to gobble 
his opponent’s central pawn. 17.Nxd4 Nxd5 18.c6 Nxc3 19.bxc3 Qce7 
20.Qf3, Mueller — Elsing, Germany 2003, 20...Rab8p) 16...Kxg7 17.Rel 
Rc83 Pelitov — Orev, Sofia 1962. It would be difficult for White to bring his 
pieces into the protection of his pawns on d5 and c5. 


14.Rel, Sebag — Zhukova, Moscow 2010, 14...Qa5!? 15.d5 Nb4. The 
transfer of the knight to the d3-square promises Black good counterplay. 
16.Bd4 Nd3+ 


14...Bd3 15.Rfd1 Qe8 
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Black is preparing Rd8, or e7-e5. 

16.Nel 
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16.Qb5 e5 17.d5 (17.dxe5=) 17....e4!? 18.Ne1, Milman — Shabalov, 
Philadelphia 2004 (18.Nd2=) 18...Ne7!? Black is not only eyeing the enemy 
pawn on d5, but is also preparing Nf5. 19.Nxd3 Qxb5 20.Nxb5 cxd3 21.Nc7 
Rac8 22.d6 Nf5 23.Rab1 Be5!? Black plans to sacrifice the exchange on c7. 
24.Bcl Nd4 25.b4 Rxc7 26.dxc7 Bxc7? The powerful placement of Black’s 
knight at the centre of the board and his far-advanced pawn on d3 provide 
him with more than sufficient compensation for the exchange-sacrifice. 


16...Nxd4 17.Qxe8 Rfxe8 18.Nxd3 cxd3 19.Rxd3 
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The position has been simplified. After the trade of the queens there has 


arisen an approximately equal endgame on the board. 
19...Ne2 20.Re1 
20.Rad1 Rac8= Sankalp — Aravindh, Ahmedabad 2017. 


20...Nxe3 21.fxe3 Red8 22.Rcd1 Rxd3 23.Rxd3 
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White has occupied the open d-file, but in actions on both sides of the 
board, Black’s bishop is obviously stronger than his opponent’s knight. In 
addition, White should not forget about the vulnerability of his pawn on e3. 
23...b6 24.b4 bxc5 25.bxc5 Rc8 26.Na4 Re7 27.Rd8+ Bf8 28.Kf2 Kg7 
29.Kf3 f5 30.¢4 e6 31.Kf4 Kf7= Horak — Sarakenidis, ICCF 2016. Black has 
succeeded in organising pressure against the enemy pawn on c5. 


Part 5 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.Nf3 
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In the last part of our book we will analyse White’s most unpleasant plan 
for Black: 1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.Nf3. White develops his knight and 
fortifies in the process his central pawn on e5. 

It is because of the move 4.Nf3 that the Alekhine Defence has lost many of 
its adherents, because Black has serious problems to organise counterplay. 
Still, if he plays precisely and energetically, he has chances not only of 
equalising, but also of obtaining complicated fighting positions and seizing 
the initiative. Part 5 comprises of 3 Chapters (14-16). In Chapter 14 we will 
deal with White’s not so popular lines after 4...g6: 5.Be2, 5.c4, as well as 
with some seldom played moves five for him. In Chapter 15, we will analyse 
White’s most principled response 5.Bc4 Nb6. In the final chapter of our book 
we will analyse the variation 6.Bb3 Bg7 7.Ng5, in which White attacks 
immediately the f7-square. 
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Chapter 14 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.Nf3 
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4...26 

This move was in the shadow of some other systems for long years, but it 
gradually became more and more popular. Black fianchettoes his dark- 
squared bishop and continues in the spirit of the main strategical line of the 
Akekhine Defence — the attack against White’s pawn on e5. 


Unfortunately, the contemporary variation, beginning with the move 
4...Bg4 has failed to withstand the test of time and presently there are just a 
few players who might be willing to defend Black’s position after 5.Be2 e6 
6.0-0 Be7 7.c4 Nb6 8.h3 Bh5 9.Nc3 0-0 10.Be3? His position is cramped and 
he will have problems to create any counterplay. 


It has become relatively popular for Black lately to play 4...dxe5 5.Nxe5 
c6?, but I think this variation is not in the spirit of the Alekhine Defence. If 


Black wishes to play with a similar pawn-structure, he should better play the 
Scandinavian Defence in the style of GM Sergei Tiviakov: 1.e4 d5 2.exd5 
Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 c6 and then try to seek equality with an 
accurate play in a slightly inferior position. 


We will analyse now: A) 5.Be2 and B) 5.c4. 

About 5.Bc4 Bg7 — see Chapters 15-16. 

5.Nbd2 Bg7 6.Bc4 Nb6 7.Bb3 0-0 — see Chapter 15. 

5.b3. The fianchetto of the bishop on cl takes too much time and does not 
seem active at all. 5...Bg7 6.Bb2 0-0 7.c4. White ousts too late the enemy 
knight away from the centre and now, it can go to a more active position than 
the b6-square. 7...Nf4!? 8.Qd2, Morozevich — Van der Wiel, Tilburg 1993, 
8...Bh6!?p 


It is not good for White to play here 5.Nc3, because after that his queenside 
pawn-structure is compromised. 5...Nxc3 6.bxc3 Bg7 
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About 7.Bd3 Nc6 8.exd6 cxd6 — see 7.exd6. 

7.exd6 cxd6 8.Bd3 Nc6 9.0-0 0-0 10.Bg5, Hamdouchi — Bouaziz, Tunis 
2001, 10...Qc7!?3 Black removes his queen from the pin. Now, nothing can 
stop him from playing e7-e5. He has a superior pawn-structure and his 
prospects seem preferable in the forthcoming battle. 

7.Bb5+ c6 8.Bd3. White has provoked the move c7-c6 and has thus 
deprived the enemy knight of the c6-square, but now Black’s queen may go 
immediately to a5. 8...dxe5 9.Nxe5, Faibisovich — Hudecek, Pardubice 1996, 
9...Qa5!?= 

7.Bf4. White fortifies the strategically important e5-square. 7...0-0 8.Be2 
(8.Bd3 Nc6 9.h3 dxe5 10.dxe5 Qd53 Neukirch — Joecks, Germany 1995. He 
must already worry about the protection of his numerous pawn-weaknesses. ) 
8...Nc6= 9.exd6?! cxd6 10.Qd2, Yates — Colle, Hastings 1926, 10...e5!?p 


5.h4. White wishes to play h4-h5. Black can impede this pawn-advance 
however with the line: 5...Bg¢4 6.h5 gxh5 7.Be2, Rombaldoni — Bove, Milan 
2015, 7...Bg7!?+ He has an extra pawn, despite its being doubled. 


5.Bb5+ c6 6.Be2, Yanofsky — Brasket, Winnipeg 1957. Black has played 
c7-c6, but White cannot make any use out of this. In addition, later, after c2- 
c4, Black’s knight may retreat advantageously to the c7-square. 6...dxe5!? 
7.Nxe5 Bg7= 


5.g3 Bg7 6.Bg2 0-0 7.0-0 Nc6 
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Black’s pieces exert rather unpleasant pressure against White’s centre. 

About 8.exd6 cxd6 — see 5.exd6 cxd6. 

8.h3 dxe5 9.Nxe5 Nxe5 10.dxe5, Rolletschek — Wach, Austria 1992, 
10...Be6!?= 

8.Rel Bg4 9.exd6, Atlas — Wach, Austria 2009, 9...Qxd6!?. Black is 
reluctant to close the d-file, because he plans to exert pressure against the 
enemy d4-pawn in the future. 10.c4 Ndb4 11.a3 Na6 12.d5 Nd4+ He has 
powerful initiative. 


The move 5.h3 is too slow. 5...dxe5!? Black clarifies immediately the 
pawn-structure in the centre. 6.Nxe5 Bg7 7.Bc4 0-0 8.0-0 e6!? He fortifies 
his knight on d5 in case of the enemy queen-sortie to the f3-square. 9.Rel 
Nd7 10.Nf3, Pace — Djuric, Qawra 2002, 10...b6!?=, followed by Bb7, c7-c5, 
with a very good game for Black. 


5.exd6 cxd6 
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About 6.Be2 Bg7 — see variation A. 

6.c4 Nb6 — see Chapters 12-13. 

6.Bc4 Nb6 7.Bb3 Bg7 — see Chapter 15, variation A. 

6.h3 Bg7 7.Bb5+ (7.c4 Nb6 — see Chapter 12; 7.Bc4 Nb6 8.Bb3 0-0 — see 
Chapter 15, variation A) 7...Nc6. White cannot obtain anything meaningful 
out of the pin of the knight. 8.c4 Nc7 9.Ba4 0-0= Kristovic — Rogulj, Bizovac 
2003. 

6.g3 Bg7 7.Bg2 0-0 8.0-0 Nc6 9.Na3, Van Mil — Claesen, Belgium 2004 
(After 9.Nbd2, Markovic — Gajic, Novi Sad 2018, it seems very good for 
Black to choose 9...b5!?+, preventing c2-c4 and preparing at the same time 
the development of his bishop to the b7-square; 9.Re1, Saulin — Aleshnya, 
Moscow 1995, 9...65!?+; 9.c3, Suetin— Vaganian, Yerevan 1994, 9...b5!?=). 
9...Re8!?+ With his previous move White has impeded the enemy pawn- 
advance b7-b5, so Black should better focus on the preparation of e7-e5. 

6.Bb5+ Bd7 7.Bxd7+. White trades voluntarily a couple of minor pieces. 
He has no chances of maintaining even a slight edge after the opening if he 
plays in that fashion. 7...Qxd7 8.0-0 Bg7 9.c4 Nc7= Lugovskoy — Yuffa, Loo 
2016. Later, depending on the circumstances, Black will undermine the pawn 
on c4 with d6-d5, or b7-b5, obtaining a very good position. 


6.c3 Bg7 7.Bd3. White simply develops his pieces and does not prevent his 
opponent’s plan, connected with e7-e5. (7.Bc4 Nb6 8.Bb3 0-0 — see Chapter 
15, variation A) 7...0-0 8.0-0 Nc6 9.Rel e5 10.dxe5 dxe5 11.Be4 Nde7 
12.Be3, Reppen — Seymour, Coulsdon 2006, 12...Qxd1!? 13.Rxd1 Bf5!?= 


5.Ng5. This knight-sortie is not dangerous for Black, because White’s 
pieces are not sufficiently developed, so that his attack against the f7-square 
to be victorious. 5...dxe5 6.dxe5 (6.Bc4 c6 7.dxe5 Bg7 — see 6.dxe5) 6...Bg7 
7.Bc4 (It is worse for White to play the move 7.c4, because it only weakens 
his queenside. 7...Nb43 Now, it becomes evident that Black does not need to 
be afraid of the capturing on f7. For example: 8.Qxd8+ Kxd8 9.Nxf7+?! Ke8 
10.Nxh8 Ne2+ 11.Kd1 Nxal 12.Nxg6 hxg6p Kagramanianz — Mischuk, 
Kharkov 2009. White will have problems to trap the knight on al, because 
Black’s pieces can come quickly to its salvation Bf5, Bxe5, Nc6, 0-0-0.) 
7...C6 
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8.Qf3. Black parries easily the threat of capturing on f7, after which White 
must worry about the protection of his pawn on eS. 8...0-0? Bogdanovic — 
Fuderer, Zagreb 1953. 
8.f4 0-0= The position is approximately equal, but White must play very 


carefully; otherwise, after the opening of the game following f7-f6, Black 
may seize the initiative. For example: 9.Qe2?! f6 10.Nf3, Kupreichik — 
Westerinen, Sombor 1970, 10...fxe5!? 11.Nxe5 Nd7p 

8.Qe2 h6. Black ousts the enemy knight back to f3 1n order to pin it later 
with his bishop. 9.Nf3 Bg4 10.Nbd2 b5!? Black wishes to oust the enemy 
bishop to the b3-square in order to deprive his opponent of the possibility 
Nb3. 11.Bb3 Nf4 12.Qf1 Qa5 13.c3 Nd7p Altshuler — Berliner, ICCF 1965. 
White will fail to preserve his e5-pawn. 

8.e6. This is a standard pawn-sacrifice, but here it does not promise White 
more than equality, because Black has no problems with his development. 
8...Bxe6 9.Nxe6 fxe6 10.0-0, Kostyra — Fekete, Myslenice 1987, 10...Nd7!?= 

8.Nc3 h6 9.Nf3 (After 9.Nge4, Black can also force a transition into an 
endgame. 9...Bxe5 10.Nxd5 cxd5 11.Bxd5, Revets — Hadley, IECG 2004, 
11...e6!? 12.Bc4 Qxd1+ 13.Kxd1 Bd7+ He wishes to develop on the c6- 
square not his knight, but his bishop in order to exert pressure against the 
enemy kingside.) 9...Nxc3 10.Qxd8+ Kxd8 11.bxc3, Capelan — O’Kelly de 
Galway, Solingen 1973, 11...Nd7!? Black is reluctant to lose a tempo for the 
protection of his f7-pawn and simply trades it for the enemy e5-pawn. 
12.Bxf7 Nxe5 13.Nxe5 Bxe5 14.Bd2 Bf5= Black has no problems 
whatsoever, because White’s pawn-structure on the queenside is horribly 
weak. 


A) 5.Be2 
White’s bishop will not be so active here as on the a2-g8 diagonal. 
5...Bg7 
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6.exd6 
White gets rid immediately of his e5-pawn; otherwise, he would have to 
think about its protection in the future. 


About 6.c4 Nb6 — see variation B. 


The move 6.h3 is too slow. 6...dxe5 7.Nxe5 0-0 8.0-0 c5. Black exploits the 
fact that his opponent’s centre is not sufficiently protected and inflicts a strike 
against it. 9.Bf3 cxd4 10.Qxd4 e63 Kelecevic — V.Kovacevic, Porec 1973. 
Now, White must lose a tempo to parry the threat Nd7. 

6.0-0 0-0 
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About 7.exd6 cxd6 — see 6.exd6. 

7.c4 Nb6 — see variation B. 

7.Nbd2, Volkov — Polaczek, playchess.com 2004. White’s knight will 
impede the development of his bishop on cl on this square. 7...dxe5!? 8.dxe5 
Nc6 9.Nc4 Nb6. Black exchanges an important defender of the pawn on e5. 
10.Nxb6 axb63, followed by Ra5. White has problems with the protection of 
his central pawn on eS. 

The move 7.c3 is too passive. White protects his pawn on d4, but deprives 
his knight of the c3-square. 7...dxe5 8.Nxe5 c5 9.Bf3 cxd4 10.cxd4 Nc6 
11.Nxc6 bxc63 Sanduleac — Istratescu, Alba Iulia 2017. White’s d4-pawn 
seems weaker than Black’s c6-pawn. 

7.63, Leon Hoyos — Nakamura, ICC 2007. We cannot recommend the 
fianchetto of White’s dark-squared bishop, because it would not control the 
f4-square from b2. 7...dxe5!? 8.dxe5 Nc6 9.Bb2 Nf4° 

7.Bg5, Nurkiewicz — Czachor, Zgierz 2017. The pin of the e7-pawn does 
not promise much to White. In addition, his bishop does not protect the b2- 
square any more. 7...c5!? 8.exd6 Qxd6 9.dxc5 Qxc53, followed by Ncé6, Bf5 
and Black seizes firmly the initiative. 

7.Rel dxe5 8.Nxe5 c5 9.Bf3 cxd4 10.Qxd4 e6 11.Qe4 Nd7 12.Nxd7 Bxd7= 


Rolletschek — Rittler, Austria 1997. The bishop on g7 exerts powerful 
pressure against White’s queenside. 

7.h3 dxe5 8.dxe5 (8.Nxe5 c5 — see 6.h3) 8...c5 9.23 Nc6 10.c4 Nc7? Balogh 
— Kustar, Budapest 2002. Black has excellent prospects to organise pressure 
against the pawn on e5 and also to exploit the vulnerability of the d4-square. 


6...cxd6 
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7.0-0 
About 7.c3 0-0 8.0-0 Nc6 — see 7.0-0. 
7.c4 Nb6 — see Chapter 12, variation B. 


7...0-0 8.c3 
8.c4 Nb6 — see Chapter 12, variation B1. 


After 8.h3, Black can inflict an immediate strike against the enemy centre 
8...e5!? 9.c4 Ne7=, followed by Nf5, increasing the pressure against the d4- 
square, Kamberovic — Burovic, Sarajevo 2014. 


8.Rel, Dogodkina — Lysenko, St Petersburg 2018, 8...Nc7!? Black 
evacuates prudently in advance his knight against the threat c2-c4. 9.Nc3 d5 
10.Bf4 Nc6 11.Qd2 Bf5 12.Bxc7 (12.Bh6 Rc8 13.Rad1 Qd6=) 12...Qxc7 
13.Nxd5 Qd7. White cannot hold on to his extra pawn. 14.Ne3 Nxd4. Black 
restores the material balance after which the position is quickly simplified. 
15.Nxd4 Qxd4 16.Qxd4 Bxd4 17.Nxf5 gxf5 18.c3 Bf6= The rooks will be 
exchanged soon on the d-file and there will arise a dead draw position on the 
board with bishops of opposite colours. 


8...Nc6 
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9.Na3 


9.Nbd2 Nf43 Moller — Al Saad, Copenhagen 2004. 
9.Qb3, Borisenko — Manafov, Moscow 2018, 9...Nc7!?= 


The move 9.Bg5 only enhances Black’s pawn-offensive in the centre and 
on the kingside. 9...h6 10.Bh4 g5 11.Bg3, Romero Leon — Roman Bada, 
Aragon 1998, 11...e5!?3 Now, White must be on the alert about his 
opponent’s threats, connected with e5-e4 and f5-f4. 


9.Rel e5 10.dxe5 dxe5 11.Nbd2, Parshakov — Ulanov, Uljanovsk 2014, 
11...Qe7!23, followed by Rd8, after which White will have the difficult task to 
complete the development of his queenside pieces. 


9...e5!? Black begins immediate active actions in the centre. 10.Qb3 Nf6 
11.dxe5 dxe5 12.Rd1 Qe7= Slovak — Brazdil, Moravia 2002. White cannot 
achieve anything meaningful out of his pawn-majority on the queenside. 


B) 5.c4 Nb6 
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About 6.exd6 cxd6 — see Chapter 12. 


6.Bf4 Bg7 7.Qd2?! (7.Nc3 0-0 — see 6.Nc3; 7.Be2 Nc6 — see 6.Be2) 
7...Bg4= It is only White who may have problems in this position. 


6.Qb3, Kovacevic — Ivanovic, Sombor 2004. With this move White’s queen 


is only removed away from the centre. 6...dxe5!?. Black emphasizes 
immediately the defects of his opponent’s previous move. 7.dxe5 Nc6=, 
followed by Bg7, 0-0, Be6. 


6.a4. The advance of White’s rook-pawn is a loss of time. In addition, the 
vulnerability of the b3-square may hurt him in some variations. 6...dxe5 7.a5 
N6d7 8.dxe5 Nc6 9.Bf4 Bg7 10.Qe2, Eisenbeiser — Gehringer, Stuttgart 
2004, 10...Nc5y, Black is not only eyeing the weak b3-square, but is also 
defending against the threat e5-e6. On his next moves he will play Bg4 and 
Ne6, penetrating with one of his knight to the d4-outpost. 


6.Bd3, Vitek — Vystrcil, Prague 2014. Here, White’s bishop will be more 
active than on the e2-square, but he weakens his control over the strategically 
important d4-square. 6...dxe5!? 7.Nxe5 (The endgame would be very bad for 
White after 7.dxe5?! Bf5 8.Bxf5 Qxd1+ 9.Kxd1 gxf5 10.b3 Nc6p) 7...Bg7 
(The move 7...Qxd4 enables White to inflict a dangerous tactical strike — 
8.Nxf7!, for example: 8...Bf5 9.Bxf5 Qxd1+ 10.Kxd1 Kxf7 11.Be4 Nc6?) 
8.c5. White weakens the d5-square, but reduces the enemy pressure against 
the d4-pawn. 8...Nd5 9.0-0 0-0 10.Rel Nc6 11.Nxc6 bxc6+ The powerful 
placement of Black’s knight at the centre of the board, as well as the 
vulnerability of White’s d4-pawn, compensate fully for Black the defects of 
his queenside pawn-structure. 


It looks too slow for White to fianchetto his dark-squared bishop. 6.b3 dxe5 
7.Nxe5 Bg7 8.Bb2 Bxe5!? This is a standard resource in similar positions. 
Black exchanges his bishop, but enters a very favourable endgame. 9.dxe5 
Qxd1+ 10.Kxd1 Nc6 11.Bd3, Usmanov — Fier, Moscow 2015, 11...,Bg4+!? 
Now, before playing Bf5, it would be useful for Black to provoke some 
weakening of White’s kingside. 12.f3 Bf5 13.Bxf5 gxf53 Later, Black will 
play 0-0-0, Rd8, Nd7, trying, by exerting pressure against the e5-pawn, to 
provoke the pawn-advance f3-f4, after which his knight will manage to 
occupy a powerful position at the centre of the board — Nc5-e4. 


6.h3 dxe5 7.Nxe5 Bg7 8.Nf3. White has lost too much time on manoeuvres 
with his knight. Still, he can manage to hold the balance thanks to the 
circumstance that he has no pawn-weaknesses in his position. 8...0-0 9.Nc3, 
Deknuydt — Dubois, Cappelle-la-Grande 1995, 9...c5!? It is advantageous for 
Black to open the game in the centre, before White has completed his 
development. 10.d5 e6 11.Bg5 Qd7 12.Rcl1 h6 13.Be3 exd5 14.cxd5 Bxc3+ 
15.bxc3 Qxd5 16.Be2 Qxd1+ 17.Rxd1 Be6= 


6.Be3 Bg7 7.Nbd2. White’s knight will not be so well placed on this square 
as on c3. (About 7.Nc3 0-0 — see 6.Nc3; 7.exd6 cxd6 — see Chapter 12, 
variation A.) 7...dxe5 8.Nxe5, Dolezal — Freisler, Czech Republic 1996, 
8...c5!? 9.Nb3 cxd4 10.Bxd4 f6. Black ousts the enemy minor pieces and 
gains tempi for the occupation of the centre. 11.Nf3 e5 12.Bc5 Nc6 
13.Qxd8+ Nxd83, followed by Be6, attacking the enemy c4-pawn. 


6.Be2 Bg7 
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About 7.Nc3 0-0 — see 6.Nc3. 
7.Bf4 Nc6 8.exd6 cxd6 9.0-0 0-0 — see 7.0-0. 
7.exd6 cxd6 — see Chapter 12, variation B. 


The move 7.Be3 enables Black to enter a favourable endgame for him. 
7...dxe5 8.Nxe5 Bxe5! 9.dxe5 Qxd1+ 10.Kxd1 Nc6? Ivanovic — Alburt, 
Reykjavik 1982. 
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About 8.Nc3 Nc6 — see 6.Nc3. 

8.exd6 cxd6, or 8.Be3 Nc6 9.exd6 cxd6 — see Chapter 12, variation B1. 

8.b3 dxe5 9.dxe5 Nc6 10.Bf4 Nd7p Arustamian — Gordievsky, Moscow 
2012. White is incapable of holding on to his e5-pawn. 

The move 8.a4 leads to the weakening of the b4-square. 8...dxe5 9.Nxe5 
Be6. Black exerts pressure against the pawn on c4 and wishes to provoke the 
move b2-b3, which would lead to the weakening of the long diagonal. 
10.Bf3, Baensch — Rain, ICCF 1997, 10...c6 

8.h3 dxe5 9.Nxe5 Be6= Black has a very good position. After the careless 
move 10.b3?!, White would remain a pawn down. 10...c5 11.Bb2 Nc6 
12.Nxc6 bxc6p: Mortensen — Aloma Vidal, Gibraltar 2008. 

8.Bf4. This is not the best square for White’s bishop, because after the 
exchange on d6, Black would manage to advance e7-e5 with tempo. 8...Nc6 
9.exd6. It is high time White got rid of his pawn-outpost on e5; otherwise, he 
would simply remain a pawn down. (9.h3 dxe5 10.dxe5, Degen — Honfi, St 


——— 


Ingbert 1989, 10...Nd7!? 11.Qd5 NdxeS 12.Nxe5 Nxe5p; 9.Nc3 Bg4 — see 
6.Nc3) 9...cxd6 10.Nc3 Bg4 — see Chapter 12, variation B2. 
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7.Be3 


About 7.exd6 cxd6 — see Chapters 12-13. 


7.Be2 0-0 8.exd6 cxd6, or 8.Be3 Nc6 9.exd6 cxd6, or 8.Bf4 Bg4 9.0-0 Nc6 
10.exd6 cxd6, or 8.0-0 Nc6 9.exd6 cxd6, or 9.Bf4 Bg4 10.exd6 cxd6 — see 
Chapter 12, variation B2. 


7.h3, Afzal — Aronyak, Dhaka 2018, 7...dxe5!? 8.Nxe5 c5= 

It might be interesting for White to try here 7.Bf4 0-0 8.c5. He ousts the 
enemy knight from the b6-square with the idea to play later Nd5, attacking 
the pawns on e7 and c7. (8.Be2 Bg4 — see 7.Be2) 8...dxc5 9.dxc5 Qxd1+!? 
10.Rxd1 N6d7 11.Nd5 Nc6 
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Black would not mind the exchange of the pawns on c7 and e5, because 
White would be incapable of achieving anything real out of his pawn- 
majority on the queenside. 12.Bb5 Ndxe5 13.Nxe5 Bxe5 14.Bxe5 Nxe5 
15.Nxc7 Rb8 16.0-0 Bg4 17.Rdel Nc6 18.Nd5 Kg7!? This temporary pawn- 
sacrifice is Black’s simplest road to equality. 19.Nxe7 Nxe7 20.Rxe7 Be6. 
Black is threatening to win the exchange after Rfc8, Kf6. 21.Rc7 Rfc8 
22.Rxc8 Rxc8. White cannot protect simultaneously his pawns on a2 and cS. 
23.64 a6 24.Bd3 Bxa2 25.Be4 Rc7= Veselinov — Monov, ICCF 2016. 


7...0-0 8.c5 


About 8.Be2 Nc6 — see 7.Be2. 

8.exd6 cxd6 — see Chapter 12, variation A. 

8.Qd2. White’s plan, connected with the move Bh6, seems rather 
premature. 8...Bg¢4 9.Bh6 Bxf3 10.Bxg7 Kxg7 11.gxf3 dxe5 12.dxe5 Qxd2+ 
13.Kxd2 Nc6p Simkin — Chetverik, Trebic 2014. White has no compensation 
for the pawn-weaknesses in his position. 


Black should not be afraid of the move 8.a4, Doluhanova — Pham, Riadh 


2017, since following 8...dxe5!? 9.Nxe5 c5 10.dxc5 Qxd1+ 11.Rxd1 Bxe5 
12.cxb6 axb6 13.Nd5 Rxa4 14.Nxe7+ Kg7, the activity of his pieces would 
compensate fully the slight weakness of his queenside pawns. 15.Nd5 Nc6 
16.Be2 Ra2 17.Nxb6 Rxb2= After the trade of the weak pawn on b6 for 
White’s b2-pawn, Black’s prospects would not be worse at all. 


8...N6d7 9.exd6 
About 9.cxd6 cxd6 10.exd6 exd6 — see 9.exd6. 


9...cxd6 10.cxd6 exd6 
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White has slightly extra space, but while he would complete the 
development of his kingside pieces, Black would play d6-d5 and the position 
would become completely equal. His other plan is connected with the transfer 
of his knight from b8 to the f5-square and it would lead to a much more 
complicated fight. 

11.Be2 Nc6 12.0-0 Nf6 
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13.Rel 


After 13.Rc1, if he wishes to transfer his knight to the f5-square, Black 
must at first defend against the enemy knight-sortie NbS. 13...a6 14.Rel 
Ne7!? 15.Bg5 h6 16.Bxf6 Bxf6 17.Qd2 Bg7= Salati — Rezzuti, ICCF 2015. 
Black’s prospects are not inferior thanks to his two powerful bishops. 


There arises a complicated positional battle after 13.Qd2 Ne7 14.d5 a6. 
Black wishes to occupy additional space on the queenside. 15.Bg5 b5+ 
Hablizel — Popov, ICCF 2016. 


13...d5 14.Rel Re8 15.Bd3 Bg4 16.h3 Bxf3 17.Qxf3 Qb6. Black would 
not mind the exchange of the central pawns and after that the position would 
be considerably simplified. 18.Nxd5 Nxd5, Razumichin — Schmidt, ICCF 
2012, 19.Qxd5 Rad8 20.Qb5 Bxd4 21.Qxb6 Bxb6 22.Bxb6 Rxel+ 23.Rxel 
Rxd3= 


Chapter 15 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.Nf3 g6 
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This is the most dangerous move for Black in this position. White 
demonstrates clearly his intention to attack the f7-square. 
5...Nb6 6.Bb3 
He leaves his bishop on the a2-g8 diagonal in order to create pressure 
against the f7-pawn. 
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The other possible retreats of the bishop can only create problems for 
White. 


6.Bxf7+?? This piece-sacrifice is not correct. 6...Kxf7 7.Ng5+ Kg8 8.e6 
Bg7 9.0-0 Qf8—+ Dolejs — Duneas, Auckland 2010. 


6.Be2 Bg7 7.0-0 0-0 8.Bf4 Nc6. White will have difficulties to hold on to 


his centre, since the pressure of his opponent’s pieces against it increases 
with every move. 9.exd6 cxd6 10.Nc3 Bg4? Bonner — Cafferty, Rhyl 1969. 
Now, White must consider all the time the opponent’s pawn-advance e7-e5. 


6.Bd3. From here, the bishop will impede White’s queen to control the 
important central d4-square. 6...Bg7 7.Bf4 Nc6 8.exd6 cxd6? Gajek — 
Kratochvil, Batumi 2014. 


6.Bb5+. White wishes to provoke the move c7-c6, in order to prevent the 
eventual development of Black’s knight to c6. 6...c6 7.Be2, Faibisovich — 
Chetverik, Pardubice 2009, 7...dxe5!? This is the simplest move for Black. 
He determines immediately the pawn-structure in the centre. 8.Nxe5 Bg7 9.0- 
0 0-0=, followed by N8d7, preparing to undermine White’s central pawn with 
the move c6-c5. 


6...Bg7 
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We will analyse in details now: A) 7.exd6, B) 7.Qe2, C) 0-0 and D) 7.a4. 


About 7.Ng5 e6 — see Chapter 16. 


7.e6. This pawn-sacrifice is not correct, because after it Black will not only 
have a material advantage, but after Nc6, he will exert powerful pressure 
against the d4-square. 7...Bxe6 8.Bxe6 fxe6 9.Ng5 (9.h4 Nc6 10.h5 Qd7p, 
Black is planning to evacuate his king to the queenside, Lhagvasuren — 
Chekhov, Moscow 1986.) 9...Qd7 10.Qf3. White restores the material 
balance with the help of the double attack against f7 and b7, but his queen 
will be a target for the attack of his opponent’s pieces inside the enemy camp. 
10...Bf6 11.Qxb7 Nc6p Troyke — Kesik, Feffernitz 2017. 


7.Nbd2. This move looks rather passive. In addition, White may have 
difficulties with the development of his bishop on cl. 7...0-0 8.h3 (8.0-0 dxe5 
— see variation C; 8.Qe2, Bakre — Ehlvest, Dubai 2007, 8...dxe5!? 9.dxe5 a5 
10.a4 Na6 11.Ne4 Bg4=) 8...a5!? Black wishes to provoke the pawn-advance 
a2-a4, so that later he may organise piece-pressure against this pawn. 9.a4 
dxe5. This exchange is necessary; otherwise, Black’s knight will not reach 
the c5-square. 10.dxe5 Na6 11.0-0 Nc5 12.Qe2, Spassky — Fischer, 
Reykjavik 1972, 12...Bd7!?3, followed by Qe8. White will be incapable of 
stopping the a4-pawn. 


7.h3. White prevents the pin of his knight (Bg4), but this is hardly worth 
the lost tempo. 7...dxe5!? 8.Nxe5 Bxe5 9.dxe5 Qxd1+ 10.Kxd1 Nc6. Black 
develops his knight with tempo and plans to castle queenside. 11.Rel, Dave — 
Mosquera, Barcelona 2012, 11...a5!? 12.c3 Bf53 White has the two-bishop 
advantage indeed, but his position 1s inferior, because he lags in development 
and is the defending side. 


7.c3, Petrov — Conquest, Ohrid 2001. White fortifies his central pawn, but 
weakens the d3-square. 7...dxe5!? 8.Nxe5 Bxe5. Black wishes to enter an 
endgame in which White’s bishop-pair would not be so important. 9.dxe5 
Qxd1+ 10.Bxd1 Bf5= Black begins a fight for the d3-square. Later, he will 
continue with Nd7-c5, 0-0-0. 


Following 7.Nc3, Paehtz — Zoltek, Rostock 1982, Black will exchange 


pieces on the e5-square with the idea to transfer into an endgame. 7...dxe5 
8.Nxe5 Bxe5 9.dxe5 Qxd1+ 10.Kxd1 Nc6= 


7.Bf4 Nc6 8.h3 (About 8.0-0 0-0 — see 7.0-0; 8.exd6 cxd6 9.0-0 0-0 — see 
7.exd6; 8.Qd2, Grachev — Beletsky, Novosibirsk 2007. Black is not afraid of 
the sortie of the enemy bishop to h6: 8...0-0!? 9.Bh6?! Bg4p) 8...dxe5 9.Nxe5 
Nxe5 10.Bxe5 Bxe5. Now, contrary to the variations we have already 
analysed, White will not have the two-bishop advantage in this endgame. 
11.dxe5 Qxd1+ 12.Kxd1 Bd7 13.Nc3 Bc63 ”.Tregubov — E.Popov, Tomsk 
2003. White will hardly manage to coordinate his pieces avoiding in the 
process the weakening of his pawn-structure, or suffering material losses. 


A) 7.exd6 

With this move White clarifies immediately the pawn-structure in the 
centre. It was used several times by Vishy Anand and that was the reason 
Alexander Khalifman analysed it in his multi-volume series “Opening for 
White according to Anand”’. 

7...cxd6 8.0-0 


About 8.h3 0-0 9.0-0 Nc6 or 8.c3 0-0 9.0-0 Nc6 — see 8.0-0. 
8.a4 0-0 9.a5 N6d7=, followed by Nf6, where Black’s knight will be at 
least as well placed as on the b6-square, Van Riemsdik — Agzamov, Arco 


2010. 


8...0-0 
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9.Rel 


About 9.Nbd2 Nc6 10.c3 Na5, or 9.Bf4 Nc6 10.c3 e5 — see 9.c3. 
9.Bg5 Nc6 10.c3 (10.Rel h6 — see 9.Re1) 10...h6 — see 9.c3. 


9.a4 Nc6 10.a5 (10.h3 Na5 — see 9.h3; 10.c3 Na5 — see 9.c3; 10.Rel Bg4 
11.c3 e5 12.a5 Nd7=; 12.dxe5 Nxe5 13.Nbd2 Re8= Black’s pieces have been 
very actively deployed and he leads in development, so this compensates 
fully the slight weakness of his pawn on d6.) 10...Nd7. He is not afraid of the 
further advance of the enemy rook-pawn. |1.a6 bxa6 12.Rel, Robatsch — 
Ljubojevic, Amsterdam 1972, 12...Nf6? Black has an extra pawn despite its 
being doubled. His knight is quite well placed on f6. 

9.h3 Nc6 
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About 10.Rel Bf5 — see 9.Rel. 

10.c3 Na5 — see 9.c3. 

10.d5. White fixes the enemy pawn on e7, but after 10...Na5, Black can 
obtain the two-bishop advantage. 11.Rel, Needleman — Teixeira, Brasilia 
2001 (11.Nc3 Nbc4 — see 10.Nc3) 11...Re8!?+ Black should better postpone 
the exchange on b3, because this would activate the enemy rook on al. 

It is hardly reasonable for White to try here 10.a4, because if Black wishes 
he can prevent the further advance of that pawn. 10...Na5 11.Ba2 d5 12.Nc3 
Nc6= Bozinovic — Rittler, Vienna 1998. White’s bishop on a2 is severely 
restricted by his own pawn on d5. 

10.Nc3 Na5 11.Rel, Anand — Guevara Cano, Dubai 1986 (Following 
11.d5, Black can refrain from the exchange on b3 in favour of the penetration 
of his knight to c4 from where it would exert powerful pressure against 
White’s queenside. 11...Nbc4 12.Rel, Panarin — Sek, Ekaterinburg 2013, 
12...b5!?+) 11...Bd7!? 12.Bg5 Re8 13.Nd5 Nxd5 14.Bxd5 h6 15.Bh4 Bcé. 
Black exchanges his opponent’s active pieces and equalises completely. 
16.Bxc6 Nxc6 17.c3 Qb6. He avoids the pin of his queen with tempo. Black 
prepares the pawn-advance e7-e5, after which he obtains a quite comfortable 
game. 18.Qb3 e5= 


9.c3 Nc6 


—— 
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About 10.Rel e5 — see 9.Rel. 

10.Na3 Na5= 

The move 10.Nbd2 does not prevent Black’s plans, connected with the 
pawn-advance e7-e5. 10...Na5!? 11.Bce2 e5= 

After 10.a4, at first Black prevents the further advance of the enemy rook- 
pawn 10...Na5!? and then following 11.Ba2, he exerts pressure against it with 
the move 11...Bd7, forcing White to close his bishop on a2. 12.63 Rc8+ 

10.d5. White has shown his plans a bit too early, so this facilitates 
considerably Black’s actions. 10...Na5 11.Rel (After 11.Bce2, Vandevoort — 
Vanderwaeren, Charleroi 2004, Black would obtain a very good position by 
opening the game in the centre: 11...Re8!? 12.Rel e6 13.dxe6 Bxe6= Black’s 
actively deployed pieces compensate fully the slight vulnerability of his pawn 
on d6.) 11...Re8 12.h3, Yu Yangyi — Ma Qun, China 2013, 12...a6!?=, 
followed by Nxb3, obtaining the two-bishop advantage, or Nbc4, b7-b5, with 
the idea to exert pressure against White’s queenside. 

10.Bf4. Now, Black will manage to accomplish his thematic pawn-advance 
10...e5 with tempo. 11.Bg5 Qc7 12.Na3, Radulski — Solozhenkin, Vrnjacka 


Banja 1996 (12.Nbd2 NaS5p) 12...Na5!?3 Here, before beginning his kingside 
pawn-offensive, it would be useful for Black to trade the enemy bishop on 
b3. 

After 10.h3, before advancing e7-e5, Black should better oust the enemy 
bishop from the a2-g8 diagonal. 10...Na5!? (It would be premature for him to 
play here 10...e5, because of 11.dxe5 dxe5 12.Qxd8 Rxd8!? 13.Ng5f) 11.Bc2 
e5= 

The move 10.Bg5 would not be so logical here, since 10...h6 would be 
useful for Black. He would not be afraid any more of the knight-sortie Ng5. 
11.Bh4 (11.Be3 e5!? 12.dxe5 dxe5=) 11...Bf5 12.Rel Re8 13.Nbd2 Na5 
14.Bc2 Bxc2 15.Qxc2 Rc8 16.a4 Qd7 17.h3 e6= Kurgansky — Grego, ICCF 
2015. 
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10.d5, Kraai — Pruess, Tulsa 2008, 10...Na5!?= 


10.Bg5 h6 11.Be3 (After 11.Bh4?!, Black can exploit the insufficient 


protection of the pawn on d4 with the line: 11...g5 12.Bg3 g4° Aubert — 
Hauchard, France 1994.) 11...Na5 12.c3, Rausch — Babinetz, Seefeld 1993, 
12...Nbc4!? 13.Bcl e5= Black has managed to advance e7-e5 and his pieces 
are actively placed. 


10.h3. White defends against the possible pin of his knight, but Black’s 
bishop can occupy another excellent square. 10...Bf5 
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Following 11.Bg5, Black can oust the enemy bishop without being afraid of 
the weakening of the position of his own king. 11...h6 12.Bh4, Vlassis — 
Zografos, Greece 1995, 12...g5!? 13.Bg3 Na5+ 

11.c3 Na5 12.Bc2. After the trade of the light-squared bishops White will 
have problems to find an active plan for his actions, but he has nothing better 
anyway. If he chooses something else, he will have to consider the possibility 
Nxb3. 12...Bxc2 13.Qxc2 Qc7 14.Na3 a6, Black restricts the enemy knight 
on a3. Neither side has any pawn-weaknesses, so the position seems to be 


SS 


approximately equal. 

11.Nc3 Rc8 12.Bg5 (12.Ne4 Na5+; 12.Qe2 Re8 13.a4 Na5 14.Ba2 d5= 
Sokolov — Ottesen, ICCF 2008. White’s bishop on a2 and his knight on c3 
are severely restricted by Black’s pawn on d5.) 12...h6 13.Be3 d5. White has 


not managed to advance d4-d5 yet, so Black occupies this square with his 
pawn and plans to continue with Nc4 with the support of this same pawn. 
14.Ne2 Nc4 15.Bxc4. White exchanges the active enemy knight, but presents 
his opponent with the two-bishop advantage. (15.Bcl Be4=) 15...dxc4 

16.Qd2 (16.Nh4 Be4 17.Nc3, Milde — Koestner, Email 2013, 17...c6!? 
18.Nxe4 Qxh4?, followed by the transfer of the knight Nb4-d5 to the centre of 
the board.) 16...Qa5!? 17.c3 g5!?+ Now, after Ng3, Black’s bishop will be 
able to retreat to the g6-square. The position is very complicated, but Black’s 
prospects are not inferior thanks to his bishop-pair. 
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11.dxe5. The transfer into an endgame seems to be harmless for Black. 
11...dxe5 12.Qxd8 Rxd8 13.Ng5. He parries easily the attack against his 
pawn on f7. 13...Rf8 14.Be3 (14.a4 Bf5=) 14...h6 15.Ne4 Rd8. Naturally, 
Black should prevent the penetration of the enemy knight to the d6-square. 
16.Na3 Bf5 17.f3 Na5= and after several moves in the game Varberg — 
Ottesen, ICCF 2007, the opponents agreed to a draw. 


11...Qc7 12.Na3 
About 12.dxe5 dxe5 13.Na3 a6 — see 12.Na3. 


12.Nbd2, Ivanovic — Rmus, Cetinje 2005. After this move, contrary to 
12.Na3, White does not create the threat Nb5. 12...Na5!?3 


12...a6! 

Now, Black would not need to consider the possible enemy knight-sortie 
NbS. 

13.dxe5 


It would be too passive for White to choose here 13.h3, Quintiliano Pinto — 
Agustini, Curitiba 2010, 13...Bf5!?3 


13...dxe5 14.Be3 Na5!? This is an interesting pawn-sacrifice for the 
initiative. 15.Bxb6 Qxb6 16.Nxe5 Nxb3 17.Qxb3 Qc7° Pellegrinon — Grego, 
ICCF 2011. Black’s active bishops compensate fully his minimal material 
deficit. 


B) 7.Qe2 

This is the beginning of a plan full of venom. At first White wishes to 
fortify his e5-pawn and to deprive his opponent of any counterplay. Black 
must play very energetically not to come under a positional bind. 

7...0-0 
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8.h3 
This is White’s most precise move. He must lose a tempo to prevent the 
move Bg4, otherwise, his opening plan would be a failure. 


8.Bf4 Nc6. Now, Black can obtain an excellent position even without the 
move Bgé4. 9.h3 dxe5 10.Bxe5 (10.dxe5 Nd43) 10...Nxe5 11.dxe5, Prusikin — 
Schramm, Nuremberg 2010, 11...Bd7!?3 Black’s prospects seem already 
preferable thanks to his two-bishop advantage. 


8.Nc3 Bg4 9.Bf4, Van der Mije — Gaprindashvili, Oberhausen 1966, 
9...c5!23 White’s centre may look beautiful, but it is rather brittle and he is 
incapable of holding it. 


8.c3 Bg4 9.e6. The activity of White’s pieces can be easily parried by 
Black, since he is much ahead in the mobilisation of his forces. 9...d5 
10.exf7+ Rxf7 11.Nbd2 e5!? Black makes a good use of his lead in 
development and gets rid off his only weakness — the backward e7-pawn. 
12.dxe5 Re7= Scholl — De Jager, Netherlands 1993. 


8.a4. White is playing a bit too risky. 8...dxe5 9.dxe5 Bg4 10.e6 Nc6!? 
Black sacrifices a pawn and shows his intentions to seize the initiative. 
11.exf7+ Kh8 12.c3. White covers the e5-square against the possible 
penetration of the enemy knight there, but weakens his control over the d3- 
square and Black sends immediately his minor pieces there. 12...Ne5 
13.Nbd2 Nd3+ 14.Kfl Bf5!? Black’s bishop is on its way to help his knight. 
15.Kg1 Nf4 16.Qd1 c5 17.h4 Bd3 18.Nel Bh6 19.g3 Ne2+ 20.Kh2 Nxcl 
21.Rxcl Bxd2 22.Qxd2 Bc4. White has managed to neutralise the activity of 
the enemy pieces, but Black has nothing to complain about, since he will 
soon restore the material balance. 23.Qc2 Qd5 24.Bxc4 Nxc4 25.Qe2 Qxf7 
26.Rc2 Rad8= Petrov — Schmidt, ICCF 2017. Black’s actively deployed 
pieces compensate fully the slight weakness of his e7-pawn. 


Following 8.e6, Black must cover immediately the diagonal of the enemy 
bishop on b3; otherwise, White’s attack might become very dangerous. 8...d5 
9.exf7+ (9.Ng5 fxe6 10.Nxe6 Bxe6 11.Qxe6+ Kh8 12.c3 Qd7 13.Qxd7 
N8xd7=, followed by c7-c5, e7-e5, Sarchisov — Sandmeier, Baden 2011.) 
9...Rxf7 10.Ne5 (10.Ng5?! Rf5 11.Ne6 Bxe6 12.Qxe6+. White has obtained 
the two-bishop advantage, but has lost too much time. 12...Kh8 13.c3 c5!p 
Janosevic — Rogulj, Bjelovar 1979. White has problems now with the 
protection of his pawn on d4.) 10...Bxe5!? Black weakens his dark squares, 
but will organise powerful pressure on the light squares. 11.dxe5 c5 12.c3 
Bf5 13.0-0, Chabant — Dumortier, France 2002, 13...c4!? 14.Bc2 Bxc2 
15.Qxc2 Nc6? White must play very carefully not to allow the enemy knights 
to occupy the d3-outpost. 
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9.a4 Nc6= 

After 9.exd6, the simplest for Black would be to play 9...exd6!?=, in order 
to win a tempo later by attacking the enemy queen with the move Re®8. 

White should better refrain from 9.h3, because after 9...Bxf3 10.Qxf3 Nc6, 
he will have problems to protect his central pawns. 11.c3 dxe5 12.dxe5, Hall 
— Oliwa, Limhamn 1998, 12...e6!? 13.Qe4 Bxe5% 

9.Rdl Nc6 10.h3 (10.e6?! d5!?y2) 10...Bxf3 11.Qxf3 a5 12.a4 e6!? It would 
be useful for Black here to restrict the mobility of the enemy bishop on b3. 
13.Bf4 dxe5 14.dxe5 Qe7 15.Nc3, Roberts — Markus, LSS 2010, 15...Rfd8!? 
+, followed by Nd4, depriving White of his two-bishop advantage, or Nd7, 
increasing the pressure against the pawn on eS. 

9.Nbd2. This is a calm move. Now, after an exchange on f3, White will be 
able to recapture with his knight. 9...Nc6 10.Qe4. This is the beginning of a 
rather dubious plan for White, connected with the transfer of his queen closer 
to the enemy king. (It would be more reliable for him to choose here 10.Qe3, 
Arnason — Santo Roman, Novi Sad 1990, 10...a5!? 11.a4 Qd7 12.c3 dxe5 
13.dxe5 Be6=) 10...Bf5 11.Qh4, Rogers — Khmelnitsky, Philadelphia 1992 
(11.Qf4 Na53; 11.Qe2 Bg4=) 11...e6!?3 Naturally, Black would not mind 
trading the queens, because then White’s attack would become harmless. He 


would have no chances of organising an offensive and the vulnerability of his 
pawns on d4 and e5 might begin to hurt him. Meanwhile, White’s queenside 
has not been developed yet. 

After 9.Bf4, Black can accomplish a favourable exchange of a flank pawn 
for the enemy central pawn. 9...Bxf3!? 10.Qxf3 Nc6 11.c3 dxe5 12.dxe5 
NxeS5 13.Qxb7 (13.Bxe5 Bxe5 14.Qxb7, Kovalevskaya — Zhukova, 
Krasnoturinsk 2004, 14...Qd6!? 15.g3 a53) 13...Qc8 14.Qe4 Qf5 15.Qxf5 
gxf5 16.Na3 Nd3 17.Bxc7 Nxb2+ Ernst — Westerinen, Brondby 1985. 

9.e6. Black must be always ready to counter a move like this. 9...d5 
10.exf7+ Rxf7 11.Nbd2 Nc6!? This is the right reaction for Black! (He 
should better refrain here from winning material: 11...Bxd4, Gerhards — 
Johanssen, Oberjoch 2000, 12.c4!? e6 13.h3 Bxf3 14.Nxf3? White’s bishops 
are tremendously powerful.) 12.Qe3, Fedorowicz — Alburt, Estes Park 1985, 
12...Qd7= Black’s harmoniously deployed pieces compensate fully the slight 
weakness of his e7-pawn. 

9.c3 Nc6 
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About 10.Bf4 Bxf3 11.Qxf3 dxe5 — see 9.Bf4. 
After 10.exd6 exd6 11.Bc2, Liss — Yin, Beying 1996, Black wins a tempo 
by attacking the enemy queen with his rook. 11...Re8!? 12.Qd1 Qd7= 


10.e6 d5 11.exf7+ Rxf7. Black’s pieces are better mobilised, while White 
will have problems with the protection of his knight on f3. 12.Nbd2 
(Following 12.Bg5, Lukin — Barkovsky, Leningrad 1981, 12...Bxf3!? 13.gxf3 
Bxd4!p, Black sacrifices a piece and begins a decisive attack against the 
enemy king. 14.cxd4 Nxd4 15.Qe3 Nxf3+ 16.Kg2 Qd6 17.Rh1 Raf8 18.Nd2 
Nxg5. This is the simplest for Black. He deflects his opponent’s queen from 
the protection of the f2-pawn and penetrates with his rook to the penultimate 
rank. 19.Qxg5 Rxf2+ 20.Kg1 Qc5—+) 12...e5 13.h3 Bxf3 14.Nxf3 exd4 
15.Bg5 Qd7p Ghaem Maghami — Vaganian, Tripoli 2004. 


8...c5!? 
This is an interesting attempt by Black to get rid of the enemy positional 
bind even at the price of a pawn. 


After 8...Nc6 9.0-0, Black will hardly manage to equalise, because his 
pawn on eS restricts severely his bishop on g7. 


9.dxc5 dxc5 
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10.0-0 


10.Na3 a5!? Black wishes to provoke the advance of the enemy c-pawn, 
which would lead to the weakening of the d3-square. 11.c3 Bf5 12.Bc2. 
White covers the d3-square, but the exchange of the bishops is in favour of 
Black, because his pieces do not have sufficient space for manoeuvring. 
12...Bxc2 13.Qxc2 Qd5 14.0-0 Nc6 15.Bf4 Rad8 16.Rfd1 Qe6= Talpak — 
Schmidt, ICCF 2016. White has a problem to find an active plan for his 
actions, because his pieces are squeezed with the protection of his e5-pawn. 
After the trade of the rooks on the d-file the position would be simplified 
even more. 


10...c4!? 

Black obtains the two-bishop advantage for the sacrificed pawn and what 
would be even more important is that he would cease to be the side defending 
passively. 

11.Bxc4 Nxc4 12.Qxc4 Nc6 13.Nc3 


13.Rel Bf5° 
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13...Qa5!? 


Black continues to maintain the tension. 


It would be sufficient for him to equalise with the prosaic line: 13...Nxe5 
14.Nxe5 Bxe5 15.Bh6 Be6 16.Qe4 Bg7 17.Rad1 Qb6 18.Bxg7 Kxg7= Mauro 
— Salati, ICCF 2014. 


14.Rel Bf5 15.Bf4 Qb4 16.Qxb4 Nxb4 17.Re2 Rfd8. White’s extra pawn 
is practically immaterial. 18.Rc1 h6 19.a3 Nc6 20.¢4 Be6 21.Rcel Rac8 
22.Rd1 g5 23.Rxd8+ Rxd8 24.Bcl Bc8 25.Kg2 f5. Black wishes to open the 
game on the kingside in order to activate his bishop on g7. 26.exf6 exf6 
27.Rd2 Rxd2 28.Bxd2 f5 29.Kg3 b6 30.Nd1 Bf8 31.Ne1 Bd6+ 32.f4 Nd4. 
He is preparing the transfer of his knight to the e6-square with the idea to 
increase the pressure against White’s f4-pawn. 33.Nc3 Kf7 34.Be3 Ne6= 
Sperkin — Pavlov, ICCF 2011. White is incapable of improving his position, 
but Black cannot continue to play for a win either. 


C) 7.0-0 
After this move there often arises transposition to variations A or B. 
7...0-0 
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8.a4 
White wishes to provoke the move a7-a5, so that after Black plays ”7-”5, to 
try to exploit the vulnerability of the b5-square, but Black can ignore White’s 
threat. 
About 8.Qe2 Bg4 — see variation B. 


As for 8.exd6 cxd6, or 8.Rel Nc6 9.exd6 cxd6, or 8.Bg5 Nc6 9.exd6 cxd6, 
or 8.Nc3 Nc6 9.exd6 cxd6 10.h3 Na5 — see variation A. 


8.Nbd2. White develops his knight, but impedes the development of his 
own bishop on cl. 8...dxe5 9.dxe5 a5 10.a4, Seminara — Acosta, Mar del 
Plata 1998, 10...Na6+ Black’s knight is headed for the c5-square, without 
closing the h3-c8 diagonal for his bishop. 


8.c3. This move seems much better after the preliminary exchange on d6. 
Now, Black equalises effortlessly after a transfer into an endgame. 8...dxe5 
9.Nxe5, Ter Sahakyan — Bortnyk, Moscow 2015, 9...Bxe5!? Black is not 
afraid of presenting his opponent with the two-bishop advantage, because one 
of his bishops will be severely restricted by the pawn on eS, while the other 


one can be either exchanged, or ousted from its active position with the move 
Beé. 10.dxe5 Qxd1 11.Rxd1 Nc6 12.Bh6. Here, White’s bishop will not be 
so useful, because the queens have been exchanged and White will be 
incapable of organising an attack against Black’s king. 12...Rd8 13.Rxd8+ 
Nxd8 14.Nd2 Be6= Black has no pawn-weaknesses in his position. 


8.Bf4. White fortifies his pawn, but does not prevent the transfer into an 
endgame after an exchange on e5. 8...Nc6 9.h3 (About 9.exd6 cxd6 — see 
variation A; 9.c3. White takes the b4 and d4-squares under control, but 
weakens in the process the d3-square. 9...dxe5 10.dxe5, Muller — Sugden, 
Email 1997, 10...Qxd1 11.Rxd1 Bf5=) 9...dxe5 10.dxe5 Qxd1 11.Rxd1 NaS. 
Black not only prepares the trade of the bishops, but also the penetration of 
one of his knights to the c4-outpost. 12.Nc3 c6= This is Black’s most precise 
move. Now, he does not need to worry about the possibility Nb5, Stocek — 
Jordan, Berlin 1998. 


8.h3 a5. Black considers, and quite deservedly so, that the inclusion of the 
moves with the rook-pawns would be in his favour, since after an exchange 
on b3, White would not be able to capture with his a-pawn. 9.a4 dxe5 
10.Nxe5. He complies with a transfer into an endgame, but wishes to obtain 
the two-bishop advantage in the process. (10.dxe5 Qxd1 11.Rxd1, 
Kummerow — Chetverik, Oberhausen 2007, 11...e6=, White is deprived of the 
possibilities connected with the pawn-advance e5-e6. Black plans to develop 
his queenside pieces with Bd7-c6, Nb8-d7.) 10...Nc6!? He weakens his 
queenside pawn-structure, but wishes to begin active actions against the 
enemy d4-pawn. 11.Nxc6 bxc6 12.c3 e5 13.dxe5 Bxe5 14.Bh6 Qxdl 
15.Rxd1 Re8. Black must try to transfer his knight to the c4-square from 
where it would exert pressure against the pawn on b2 and he must also try to 
trade the enemy bishop on b3 with the move Be6. 16.Nd2 Be6 17.Rel Bxb3 
18.Nxb3 Nc4. The activity of Black’s pieces compensates fully the defects of 
his pawn-structure. 19.Rab1l Bd6 20.Rxe8+ Rxe8 21.Nd2 Nbé6. Naturally, he 
should not comply with the exchange of his active knight. 22.Ral f6. Black 
should not forget about the centralisation of his king in this endgame 23.Be3 


Kf7= Nielsen — Bortolin, ICCF 1998. It is not easy to see how White can 
improve his position, because his rook is squeezed with the protection of his 
pawn on a4 and the move b2-b3 would lead to the weakening of the pawn on 
c3. 


8...dxe5 9.Nxe5 c5 


Black should not exchange on e5, since the attack against the d4-pawn 
looks more effective. 
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10.a5 

The move 10.dxc5 would lead to quick simplifications. 10...Bxe5 11.Qxd8. 
White weakens his opponent’s queenside pawn-structure. (11.cxb6 Qxb6= 
Darini — Noroozi, Bushehr 2018.) 11...Rxd8 12.cxb6 axb6 13.Nc3 (13.Na3, 
Speckner — Teske, Regensburg 1998. White wishes to play Nc4, but Black 
will protect his b6-pawn with the move Bc7, while the actions of the enemy 
bishop on e3 will be neutralised with the move Nc6-d4. 13...Nc6!? 14.Nc4 
Bc7 15.Be3 Nd4 16.Rad1 Nxb3 17.Rxd8+ Bxd8 18.cxb3 Be6= After the 
exchange of the pawns on b3 and b6, the draw outcome of the game will 
become almost inevitable.) 13...Nc6 14.Rel Be6!? Black weakens even more 
his pawn-structure, but exchanges the enemy bishop on b3, which was 


“cementing” White’s queenside. 15.Bxe6 fxe6 16.Be3 Ra6. Black is not in a 
hurry to exchange on c3, since he wishes to do that at the most appropriate 
moment. 17.g3 Bf6 18.h4 Rc8 19.Rad1 Bxc3 20.bxc3 Kf7 21.Kg2 Rxa4 
22.Bxb6 Ra2 23.Rd2 Rb2 24.Be3 e5= Girolamo — Bonfissuto, ICCF 2009. 
White cannot exploit his opponent’s pawn-weaknesses, because his pieces 
are obliged to protect the doubled pawns on the c-file. 


10...N6d7 11.Ng4!? 

This is still an interesting possibility for White to fight for the opening 
advantage. It is insufficient, though... He plans to bring his knight closer to 
the enemy monarch. 


The move |1.Nxd7 would be harmless for Black, Cosulich — Westerinen, 
Venice 1971, 11...Nxd7= 
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11...Kh8 12.Nh6 e6 13.d5 Ne5 14.dxe6, Semmler — Reichert, ICCF 2016, 

14...Qxd1!? This is the simplest move for Black. He does not need to worry 
about the safety of his king in this endgame and he will protect easily his only 
weakness — the pawn on e6. 15.Rxd1 Bxe6 16.Bxe6 fxe6 17.Nc3 Nbc6 
18.Ne4 b6 19.axb6 axb6 20.Rxa8 Rxa8 21.Bg5 Nd4 22.c3 Nf5= After the 
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exchange on f5 Black will manage to correct his pawn-structure. 


D) 7.a4 dxe5!? 

This is Black’s most principled move. He is not afraid of the tactical 
complications, which may arise after White’s bishop-sacrifice on the f7- 
square. 

It is less reliable for Black to play here 7...a52, because the inclusion of the 
moves a2-a4 — a7-a5 will be in favour of White in many variations, since 
after Black accomplishes the thematic undermining of the enemy pawn- 
centre with the move c7-c5, there will appear a weak b5-square in his camp. 
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8.a5 
White wishes to provoke the enemy knight to occupy the d7-square, so that 
the control over the e6-square is weakened. 


The move 8.Nxe5 would enable Black to enter a very favourable endgame. 
8...Bxe5. He would not mind to present the opponent with the two-bishop 
advantage, since he obtains a huge lead in development. 9.dxe5 Qxd1+ 
10.Kxd1 Bf5 11.a5 N6d7 12.Re1, Oratovsky — De Jager, Sas van Gent 1992, 


12...Nc6 13.e6. This move creates an isolated pawn for Black. Still, after 
13...Bxe6 14.Bxe6 fxe6 15.Rxe6 Rf8 16.Re2 0-0-0f, the activity of his pieces 
compensates with an interest the weakness of his e7-pawn. White must play 
very carefully, because besides the discovered check with the knight, Black is 
also threatening Rf5, attacking the pawn on a5. 


8...N6d7! 
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9.Bxf7+ 


With this move White at least plays consistently. 
9.Ng5 e6 10.Bxe6 0-0!) Gavric — Khmelnitsky, Pula 1990. 


9.Qe2. White becomes the defending side with this move, which is 
obviously premature. 9...0-0 10.dxe5 Nc5. Now, Black’s bishop can be 
developed to g4 or f5. 11.Bc4 (Following 11.Nbd2, Black does not need to be 
in a hurry to exchange on b3, since his knight on c5 is very active. 11...Nc6 
12.0-0 Bg4? Calistri — Fillon, Issy les Moulineaux 2008. White will have 
serious problems to activate his bishop on cl, because after the removal of 
his knight from the d2-square, after the exchange on b2, Black will not only 


obtain the two-bishop advantage, but will also double White’s pawns on the 
b-file.) 11...Bg4 12.Nbd2 Nc6 13.Qe3 b6 14.0-0 Bf5f Grout — Pavia, ICCF 
2010. Black wishes to provoke the pawn-advance c2-c3, which would lead to 
the weakening of the d3-square. 


9.dxe5 Nxe5 10.Qxd8+ Kxd8 11.Nxe5 Bxe5 12.Bxf7 
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White still preserves some initiative in the endgame, but with accurate 
moves Black can still hold successfully his defence. 12...e6 13.Bg5+. White 
is preventing the move Ke7. 13...Kd7 14.Ra3!? He brings his rook into the 
actions along the third rank. (Following 14.0-0, Black would equalise much 
easier. 14...Rf8 15.Rel Nc6 16.Bxe6+ Kxe6 17.f4. White regains his piece, 
but Black also gets rid of his only weakness — the pawn on e6. 17...Rf5 18.h4 
Kf7 19.fxe5 Rxe5 20.Rxe5 Nxe5= Babic — Rain, ICCF 2014.) 14...Nc6 
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15.Rd3+ Bd6 16.Rh3 Ne5 17.Bf6 Rf8 18.Bxe5 Rxf7 19.Bxd6 cxd6. White 
has managed to avoid the loss of a piece, but the position has been simplified 
considerably. 20.0-0 Ke7 21.c4 (21.Rel e5=) 21...Bd7 22.Nd2 Rc8 23.Rel 
b5. Black is trying to organise active counterplay on the queenside. 24.axb6 
axb6 25.Rd3 Rf5= Uberos Fernandez — Rain, ICCF 2016. Black has more 
pawn-islands indeed, but his bishop is stronger than White’s knight in this 
position with actions on both sides of the board. 
15.f4. It is an endgame, but White still sacrifices a pawn for initiative. 
15...Bxb2 16.Rd3+ Bd4 17.Nd2 Rf8 18.Bxg6 hxg6 19.Nf3 Rf5 20.Nxd4 
Nxd4 21.Rxd4+ Kc6 
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In the next few moves both sides will create passed pawns, so both 
opponents must play tremendously precisely and inventively. 

It would be rather dubious for White to trade his a5-pawn for the enemy g6- 
pawn: 22.Rd8 Rxa5 23.0-0 Rc5 24.Rg8 b5 25.Rxg6 Kb7. Black’s passed a- 
pawn, with the support of his rook on a8, will create numerous problems for 
White in this position. 26.Rg7 Rxc2 27.h4 b4 28.h5 a5 29.Bf6 e5! Black 
gives back his extra pawn, but activates his bishop. 30.Bxe5 Bf5 31.Rg5 Bh7 
32.5 b3 33.f6 Rc5 34.f7 b2, Reis — Dos Santos, ICCF 2012, 35.h6 a4 
36.Bxb2 Rxg5 37.f8Q Rxf8 38.Rxf8 Rg6= 

22.Rc4+ Kd7 23.Kf2 Rxa5 24.Bf6 c5 25.Rc3 Kc6 26.Be5. White has 
coordinated his pieces by sacrificing a pawn and now, he wishes to restore 
the material balance after Rg3xg6. 26...b5. In this pawn-race on both sides of 
the board being slow is just like a suicide. 27.Rc1 b4 28.Rg3 Ra2 29.Rxg6 
Bb7 30.h4 Kb5+ Cvak — Popov, ICCF 2014. 


9...Kxf7 10.Ng5+ Kg8 
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11.Ne6 

This is why White has sacrificed a piece. He will capture a rook in the next 
few moves, but after that his knight will remain trapped on the a8-square and 
will probably perish at the end. 


11.Qf3?! Nf6 12.dxe5 Bg4. White cannot organise an effective attack, 
because in many variations Black’s threat of a checkmate on d1 would 
preclude this. 13.Qb3+ (13.exf6 Bxf3 14.f7+ Kf8 15.Ne6+ Kxf7 16.Nxd8+ 
Rxd8 17.gxf3 Nc6p Sakelsek — Santo Roman, Saint Vincent 2001) 13...Qd5 
14.exf6 Qxb3 15.cxb3 exf6p) Dudek — Rudolph, Germany 1997. 

11...Qe8 12.Nxc7 Qd8 13.Nxa8 


There arises repetition of moves after 13.Ne6 Qe8= 


13...exd4 
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14.c3! 

This is the most unpleasant move for Black. White wishes to develop 
immediately his queen to the a2-g8 diagonal. 

It would be worse for him to choose the move 14.Qd3, with the same idea, 
because this would allow Black to transfer his knight to assist in the 
protection of his king. 14...Ne5 15.Qb3+ Ahrens — Mangold, Email 2012, 
15...Nf73 


After the rather slow move 14.0-0, it would be only White who may have 
problems. 14...Nc6 
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About 15.Qd3 Nde5 16.Qb3+ Nf7 — see 15.Qf3. 

15.Qf3. The transfer of White’s queen to the b3-square looks rather 
artificial. Instead of this, the move c2-c3, played with the same idea, seems 
much more natural. 15...Nde5 16.Qb3+ Nf7. Black’s king has been reliably 
protected. 17.a6 (17.Rel, Limayo — Rain, ICCF 2003, 17...Bf6!? Black’s 
bishop frees a square for his king. This means that the rook on h8 will join in 
the actions soon. 18.Na3 Kg7p) 17...bxa6 18.Nd2 Bd7 19.Qb7. White’s 
attempt to send the queen to help his knight on a8 is doomed to failure. 
19...Nd6 20.Qb3+ Kf8 21.Qf3+. White loses too many tempi on moves with 
his queen. 21...Bf6 22.Nb3 Ne5 23.Bh6+ Kf7 24.Qf4 Nf5—+ Hernandez 
Molina — Fernandez Ballon, ICCF 2005. 

15.c3. Now, this plan seems less attractive than on the previous move. 
15...Nc5. White’s queen is not allowed to occupy the b3-square. 16.b4 dxc3. 
This is just a small combination. It is advantageous for Black to trade the 
queens, because after that his king would not be vulnerable at all. 17.Qxd8+ 
Nxd8 18.bxc5 c2 19.Nc3! This is the only move for White; otherwise, he 
would lose more than just a piece. 19...Bxc3 20.Ra2 (20.Ra3, Almasi — De la 
Villa Garcia, Pamplona 1999, 20...Be5p1) 20...Kf7 21.Nc7 Nc6 22.Nb5S. It 
might seem that White’s position is acceptable, because his knight has run 


away from the a8-square. Still, after 22...Be5 23.Rxc2 Bf5 24.Rd2 a6 25.Na3 
Nxa5, it becomes evident that Black has more than sufficient compensation 
for the exchange. 26.Bb2 Bxb2 27.Rxb2 Rc8 28.Rcl b53 Moret — Fister, 
ICCF 2012. 


14...h6!? 
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Black’s king will be safe on the h7-square. 
15.cxd4 


15.h4. This advance of White’s rook-pawn, which is detrimental to the 
development of his pieces, seems rather dubious. 15...Nc6 16.h5, Figura — 
Nettelbeck, Email 2009, 16...Nde5!?u 


15.0-0 Kh7 16.Bf4 (About 16.cxd4 Nf6 17.Nc3 Bf5 — see 15.cxd4.) 
16...Nc6 17.cxd4 Nxd4 18.Bc7 
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White is an exchange up, but his pieces are not harmoniously deployed and 
his knight on a8 is still seriously endangered. 18...Qf8 19.Ra4 Qf6 20.Rel eS. 
Black fortifies his knight at the middle of the board. 21.Nc3 Qc6. He is ready 
after b7-b5(b6) to capture his opponent’s knight, so White must react very 
energetically in order to deflect Black from this plan. 22.Bxe5 Nxe5 23.Rxd4 
b5 24.axb6 Bb7 25.Ne4 Bxa8 26.Rd6 Qb7 27.f4 Nf7 28.Rxg6. White 
maintains his initiative very inventively, but Black’s bishops are 
tremendously powerful in this open position. 28...Re8 29.Qd3 Kh8 30.Kh1 
axb6 31.Qg3. White sacrifices a knight with the idea to organise an attack 
against the enemy king. 31...Rxe4 32.Rd1 Ng5. Black must give back the 
piece in order to cover the g-file. 33.fxg5 Re8 34.Rg¢d6 Qc8 35.h3 Be4 
36.Qh4 Qf5 37.gxh6 Bxb2 38.Rd8 Rxd8 39.Rxd8+ Kh7 40.Qe7+ Kxh6 
41.Rd6+ Kh5 42.Qe8+ Kh4 43.Qd8+ Kg3 44.Qg8+ Kf2, Castro Salguero — 
Schmidt, ICCF 2016, 45.Rd2+ Kel 46.Rxb2 Qxh3+ 47.Kg1 Qe3= White’s 
king cannot avoid the perpetual check. 


15...Nf6 16.Nc3 
After Black’s king can go to the h7-square, the check of White’s queen 
from b3 has become senseless. 


About 16.0-0 Kh7 17.Nc3 Bf5 — see 16.Nc3. 


16...Kh7 17.0-0 Bf5 
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18.Bf4 


The move 18.Rel would lead to a very complicated double-edged fight. 
18...Na6 19.h3 Re8 20.Qb3 Qxa8+ Sherwood — Grego, ICCF 2015. In this 
middle game Black’s bishop and knight may turn out to be stronger than 
White’s rook and pawns. 


18...Na6 

Black takes the c7-square under control and attacks the enemy knight at the 
same time. 

19.Rel Qd7 20.Qa4 Rxa8 21.Qxd7 Nxd7 22.Rxe7 

White manages to gobble another pawn. After this the endgame with a 
rather non-standard material ratio becomes completely unclear. 

22...Nb4 23.Be5 Nxe5 24.dxe5 Rb8 25.Ra4 Nc6 26.Rc7 a6 
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Black should not allow the pawn-advance a5-a6, which would undermine 
the base under his knight on c6. 
27.h4 


27.f4 g5 28.g3 Kg6 29.Ne4 exf4 30.¢xf4 Bf8 31.Kf2 Nd8. Black’s knight is 
headed for the e6-square after which White’s passed pawns would be reliably 
blocked. 32.Rc2 Ne6 33.Ke3 Bc5+ 34.Kf3 Be7 35.Rg2+ Kf7+ Schueppel — 
Bonfissuto, ICCF 2013. 


27...Be2 28.Rce4 Kh8 29.f4 Bb3 
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30.R7xc6. White sacrifices the exchange showing that it is the draw what 
he dreams about. 30...bxc6 31.Rxc6 g5 32.hx¢g5 hxg5 33.¢3 gxf4 34.¢xf4 
Rf8 35.Rxa6 Rxf4 36.Ra8+ Rf8 37.Rxf8+ Bxf8 38.Nb5 Bg7 39.Kf2 Bxe53 
Krzyzanowski — Pavlov, ICCF 2011. This position is objectively drawish, but 
Black can still play for a win. 
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Chapter 16 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.Nf3 g6 
5.Bc4 Nb6 6.Bb3 Bg7 7.Ng5 


This is a logical continuation of White’s plan begun with his move 5. 
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7...€6! 
This is the only way for Black to fight not only for equality, but also for 
creating active counterplay. 


It would be too passive for him to choose 7...d5?!2 — he not only reduces the 
strike against the enemy pawn on e5, but also eliminates the main idea for 
Black against the Alekhine Defence. 

We will analyse now: A) 8.f4 and B) 8.Qf3. 


8.exd6. The exchange of a central pawn for a flank pawn cannot promise 
anything to White. 8...cxd6 9.0-0, Dutreeuw — Van Houtte, Antwerp 1997, 


9...Nc6!? 10.c3. Without this move, Black would play Na5, obtaining the 
two-bishop advantage. 10...0-0= 


8.Qe2. White protects his pawn on e5, but weakens his control over the d4- 
square and Black exploits this immediately. 8...Nc6 9.Nf3 a5 10.a4 dxe5 
11.dxe5 Nd4. He has less space, so the trade of a couple of minor pieces 
would be in his favour. 12.Nxd4 Qxd4 13.f4 Nd5. Black prevents the move 
Be3 and thus impedes White’s castling kingside. 14.c3 Qb6 15.Bce2 Bd7 
16.Na3, Jansa — Modr, Rimavska Sobota 1974, 16...Bf8!? Black’s bishop on 
g7 1s very passive, restricted by his own pawn on eS, so he transfers it 
prudently to the gl-a7 diagonal. 17.Nc4 Qa7 18.Bd2 Bc5? Later, Black will 
play Bc6, 0-0-0, beginning active actions on the d-file. White will become the 
defending side, because he would hardly manage to neutralise the activity of 
the enemy pieces without weakening his position. 


A) 8.f4 

Now, contrary to variation B, White stops the piece-attack against the f7- 
square and fortifies the strategically important e5-square exploiting the fact 
that Black’s knight has been removed from the f-file. 

8...dxe5 

With this exchange of pawns Black brings his queen into the attack against 
the d4-pawn. 
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9.fxe5 


It is rather harmless for White to choose here 9.dxe5, because after the 
exchange of the queens Black would have no problems at all. 9...Qxd1+ 
10.Kxd1 a5!? He begins to occupy additional space on the queenside. 
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Following 11.c3, Black obtains a very good position by transferring his 
bishop to the hl-a8 diagonal. 11...Bd7 12.Bc2 h6 13.Nf3 Bc6 14.Nbd2, 
Casafus — Minzer, Buenos Aires 1992, 14...g5!?, White’s pieces are not well 
coordinated, because his king impedes the connection of his rooks and his 
far-advances e5-pawn creates additional problems for him. 

After 11.a3, it seems very good for Black to choose 11...Nc6, with the idea 
to follow with Nd4. 12.Nf3 Bd7? and then 0-0-0. It is already White who 
must think about equality. 

The move | 1.a4 leads to the weakening of the b4 square. 11...Nd5= It is not 
favourable for White to play now c2-c4, because after that he cannot oust the 
enemy knight from the b4-square and Black will occupy the central of the 
board with his knight. Later, he will complete the development of his 
queenside with the moves b7-b6, Bb7, 0-0, Na6-c5(b4), equalising easily. 


9...0-0!? 

Black plays 9...c5 much more often here, but the move in the text looks 
more reliable, since it deprives White of the tactical possibilities, connected 
with the insufficient protection of the pawn on f7. 
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10.0-0 


10.c3 c5 11.Nf3 (11.0-0 cxd4 12.cxd4 Nc6 — see 11.0-0) 11...Nc6 12.Bg5, 
Lupulescu — Grunberg, Bucharest 2007, 12...Qc7 13.0-0 cxd4 14.cxd4 h6 
15.Be3 Nd5 16.Bf2 b6= Black is perfectly ready to develop his bishop to the 
a6-square with tempo. 


The aggressive move 10.Qg4 does not promise anything to White. 10...a5 
11.c3 (The purely mechanical prevention of the further advance of the enemy 
rook-pawn 11.a4 would lead to the weakening of the b4-square. 11...h5 
12.Qh4 c5 13.c3 Nc6 14.0-0 cxd4 15.g4! White’s centre has been destroyed 
and in order for him not to end up in an inferior position, he must seek his 
chances in an attack against the enemy king. 15...dxc3 16.bxc3. White must 
capture here with his pawn; otherwise, Black would play Qd4. 16...f6. It is 
essential for him to exchange the knight on g5 even at the price of losing his 
e6-pawn. 17.Nxe6 Bxe6 18.Bxe6+ Kh8 19.gxh5 fxe5. Black is eyeing the 
enemy queen on h4 and prepares in the process the exchange of the rooks. 
20.Rxf8+ Bxf8. White fails to bring into the actions his rook and knight, 
which are still on their initial positions. In addition, his king is also exposed 
and it would be logical for the game to end in a perpetual check after 21.Bg5 
Qd1+ 22.Kg2 Qe2+ 23.Kg3 Qel+ 24.Kh3 Qfl= Emelyanov — Pavlov, ICCF 
2015.) 11...a4 12.Bc2. Having ousted the enemy bishop from the a2-g8 
diagonal, Black can play 12...f£5!, without worrying about the fate of his pawn 
on e6. 
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Now, it is White who must determine the further developments in this 
position. 

13.exf6. After this move Black will have an isolated pawn on e6, but his 
pieces would become much more active. 13...Qxf6 14.Qh4. White has no 
attacking chances now, because after the move 14...h6, the trade of the 
queens would be unavoidable. 15.Nf3 Qxh4+ 16.Nxh4 g5 17.Ng6 Rf7= 
Black’s pieces are better developed, so the weakness of the e6-square would 
not harm him much. 18.h4 Nc6!? This move is energetic and strong. Black is 
ready to sacrifice his g5-pawn for the sake of advancing e6-e5 as quickly as 
possible. 19.hxg5 hxg5 20.Na3 (20.Bxg5 Ra5!? 21.Bd2 e5= The evaluation 
of the position is still within equality. White’s extra pawn is practically 
immaterial, while Black’s game is much simpler.) 20...e5 21.d5. White 
prevents the activation of the enemy pieces. 21...Nxd5 22.Bxg5 Bf5 23.0-0-0. 
There is just a few material left on the board, but Black must play very 
accurately, because his pawn on eS restricts severely his bishop on g7. 
23...Ra5!? He is reluctant to retreat his knight away from the centre. 24.Bd2 
Bxc2 25.Nxc2 Rc5 26.Kb1 Rd7 27.Na3 Nf6. Black takes the e4-square under 
control and plans to advance his central pawn. 28.Bcl Rxd1 29.Rxd1 Kf7 
30.Nh4 e4 31.Rfl Ke6= Parshin — Pavlov, ICCF 2014. 


+ Wet oa = o 


A 


13.Qh3. After this move White preserves his e5-pawn, which cramps the 
enemy pieces, but now Black has two possible plans to organise active 
counterplay: h7-h6, g6-g5 and c7-c5. 13...h6 14.Nf3 g5 15.g4 c5! The 
position is double-edged. Both sides are fighting for the initiative. 16.Qh5. It 
might seem that White’s attack is very strong, but after the cold-blooded line: 
16...cxd4 17.Bxg5 Qe8 18.Qxe8 Rxe8, Black would not need to worry about 
the fate of his king, since the queens would be already absent from the board. 
19.Bf6 Bxf6 20.exf6 Nc6 21.Nxd4 Nxd4 22.cxd4 Kf7. White has temporarily 
some extra material, but his f6-pawn is too far advanced into the enemy camp 
and will unavoidably perish soon. 23.Nc3 Bd7. Black is reluctant at the 
moment to lose a tempo to regain the pawn, since his first priority is to 
activate his bad bishop. 24.0-0-0 Bc6 25.Rhg1 Bf3 26.gxf5!? Bxd1 27.Rg7+ 
Kxf6 28.Rg6+ Kf7 29.Bxd1 Nd5 30.Bxa4 Red8 31.Bb3 Nf4. White has 
already two pawns for the exchange, but the position is too open and his 
minor pieces would have problems to counter the power of the enemy rooks. 
32.Rg3 Rxd4 33.fxe6+ Nxe6 34.Nb5 Rd7 35.Rc3 Rg8+ Havumaki — Pavlov, 
ICCF 2016. 


10...c5 
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11.c3 
This is the only way for White to continue the fight for the advantage in the 
opening. 


Following 11.dxc5 Qxd1 12.Rxd1 N6d7 13.Ne4 NxeS, it is only Black who 
can fight for an edge in view of his superior pawn-structure. 14.h3 Bd7!? 
Black’s bishop will go to the c6-square and not his knight. It will go to d7. 
15.Nbc3 Bc6 16.Be3 Nbd7= Nechaev — Lopes, ICCF 2016. Later, if Black 
decides that the enemy c5-pawn cramps his pieces, he can always exchange it 
with the move b7-b6. 


11...cxd4 12.cxd4 Nc6 
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Black’s plan is quite simple. He exerts pressure against the enemy pawn on 
d4 and wishes to provoke the move Nf3, after which White will have no 
attacking chances whatsoever. 
13.Nf3 


13.Be3. The attempt to preserve the knight on the g5-square has the 
drawback that after the move 13...Nd5, White will be forced to present the 


opponent with the two-bishop advantage. 14.Bxd5 exd5! Black not only 
opens the diagonal for his knight, but also takes the e4-square under control, 
depriving his opponent of the possibility Nc3-e4. 15.Nc3 h6!? It is less 
precise for Black to choose here f7-f6, since that would lead to the weakening 
of the g8-a2 diagonal. 16.Nf3 Be6 17.Rcl, Kholmov — Iordachescu, Moscow 
1996, 17...g5!? 18.Qd2 f6= Black’s prospects here are not worse, because if 
the position is opened, his bishop-pair might become a very important factor. 


13...f6 
White’s e5-pawn cramps Black’s position, so he should better undermine it 
immediately. 
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14.Bf4 NdS5= 


14.Nc3. This pawn-sacrifice seems rather optimistic. 14...fxe5 15.Bg5 Qd7 
16.dxe5 Nxe5 17.Nxe5 Rxfl+ 18.Qxfl Qd4+. White’s pieces are very active, 
but Black still has an extra pawn, so White must play very precisely in order 
to equalise. 19.Kh1 (19.Qf2 Qxf2+ 20.Kxf2 Bxe5 21.Rel Bxc3 22.bxc3 Kf7 


23.Ke3 Bd7= Janosi — Marton Bardocz, IECG 2006. White’s two powerful 
bishops should be sufficient to compensate his minimal material deficit, but 
not more than that.) 19...Qxe5 
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It would be too slow for White to opt here for 20.Bh4, because after that 
Black would manage to complete effortlessly the development of his 
queenside pieces. 20...Bd7 21.Rel Rf8! Black obtains an advantage with the 
help of this intermediate move. 22.Qd3, Morozov — Sabaev, Pskov 1998, 
22...Q£5!93 
20.Bf4. White’s bishop will not be stable on this square and later, in order 
to avoid the possible pin on the f-file, he would have to lose a tempo for its 
retreat. 20...Qf5 21.Bd2 Bd7? Arzumanyan — Polaczek, ICCF 1989. 
The move 20.Be7 looks rather artificial. 20...Bd7 21.Rel Qf5 22.Qe2, 
Pupols — Alburt, USA 1987, 22...Nd5!?3 
20.Bd8 Bd7 21.Rel Qh5 22.Bxb6 axb6= 23.Qd3?! (23.Bxe6) 23...Bc6 
24.Bxe6+ Kh8p Dueckstein — Fauland, Bad Schallerbach 1989. 


14...Qxf6 15.Be3 


It is hardly sensible for White to choose here 15.Bg5 Qf5 16.Be3, because 


Black’s queen will be at least as well placed on f5 as on the f6-square. 
16...Nd5 17.Bf2 (Following 17.Bxd5 exd5 18.Nc3, Lloyd — Zuccotti, Buenos 
Aires 1985, Black would obtain an excellent game if he activates his bishop 
on c8 with the move 18...b6!?=, followed by Ba6.) 17...Nf4 (If Black is 
reluctant to enter the variation with 15.Be3, he may choose 17...Ncb4!? 
18.Nc3 b6= and follow that later with Bb7 or Ba6.) 18.Nc3 (18.Bc2? Qg4! 
19.Bg3 Nxd4! 20.Nxd4 Bxd4+ 21.Kh1 Qxd1 22.Rxd1 Bxb2—+) 18...Nh3+ 
19.gxh3 Qxf3 — see 15.Be3. 


15...Nd5 
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16.Bf2 


The exchange on d5 not only presents Black with the two-bishop 
advantage, but also improves his pawn-structure. Therefore, White should 
better avoid the line: 16.Bxd5 exd5 17.Nc3 Bg4!? This is an interesting 
pawn-sacrifice for the initiative. 18.Nxd5 (18.Qd3, Thipsay — Sahu, 
Coimbatore 1987, 18...Qe6!?3) 18...Qe6 19.Qb3 Rad8. Black’s pieces are 
perfectly developed. On the contrary, White must play very carefully and 
accurately, so that he does not lose some of his hanging pieces. 20.h3, 


Lamarche Rodriguez — Pena Gomez, Brazil 2001, 20...Bxh3!? This is the 
simplest move for Black. He restores the material balance preserving all the 
pluses of his position. 21.Nc7 Qxb3 22.axb3 Bc8 23.d5. Now, White must try 
to simplify the position; otherwise his difficulties may increase considerably. 
23...Rf7 24.dxc6 Rxc7 25.cxb7 Rxb7 26.Rfd1 Rxd1+ 27.Rxd1 Bf6? There 
has remained just a few material on the board, but Black can still play for a 
win for a long time without any risk thanks to his powerful bishop-pair. 


16...Nf4 
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17.Nc3 


17.Bh4 Qf5 18.Nc3 Qg4 19.Bg3, Markgraf— Rudolph, Schoeneck 1997, 
19...Nxd4!? 20.Nxd4 Bxd4+ 21.Kh1 Qxd1 22.Raxd1 Be5= White’s pieces 
are very active and he will soon restore the material balance, but the position 
would be simplified even more. 


17.Nbd2 b6 18.Rcl Bb7= Comp Chiptest — Alburt, Cambridge 1989. 


17.Kh1. This is a prophylactic move against the check on h3. 17...b6. Black 


wishes to activate his bishop with the move Ba6. 18.Nc3 (18.Be3 Ba6 19.Rf2 
Rad8f, followed by Nd3, Kudrin — Alburt, New York 1985.) 18...Ba6 19.Rel 
Nd3. The penetration of Black’s knight to the d3-square seems very 
powerful, but if White reacts correctly, Black would not manage to obtain an 
advantage. 20.Re2 Nxf2+ 21.Rxf2 Rad8 22.d5. White wishes to get rid of his 
doubled pawn. 22...Na5 23.Qel Nxb3. 24.axb3 Bb7 25.Rxa7 Bxd5 26.Nxd5 
exd5 27.Re2 Ra8 28.Rxa8 Rxa8 29.h3 Bf8= Parushev — Ohtake, ICCF 2011. 
Black’s king is not safe, so he will fail to realise his passed d-pawn. 


17...Nh3+ 18.¢xh3 


Here, White can equalise simply with the move 18.Kh1, avoiding the 
weakening of the shelter of his king. 18...Nxf2+ 19.Rxf2 Kh8. Black removes 
his king away from the dangerous diagonal. 20.Ne4 Qe7 21.Qd2 Bd7 22.Rel 
Rad8 23.Qe3 Na5 24.Bc2 Bc6= Brasier — Ramos Verdu, ICCF 2013. Black 
has two powerful bishops, but his pawn on e6 would need permanent 
protection. 


18...Qxf3 
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19.Qxf3 


19.d5 Qxd1 20.Raxd1 exd5 21.Bxd5+ Kh8 22.Kg2 Bf5= White has 
doubled pawns on the h-file, but Black cannot exploit this effectively in any 
way. White should avoid playing the move 23.Rfel?, which would enable 
Black to inflict a rather simple tactical strike — 23...Bxh3+! 24.Kxh3 Rxf2p 
Zapata — Timman, Amsterdam 1987. 


19...Rxf3 20.Nb5 
About 20.d5 Na5 21.Nb5 Nxb3 22.axb3 Bd7 — see 20.NbS. 


It would be rather slow for White to opt here for 20.Kg2, since his doubled 
h3-pawn is not worth to compensate the tempo lost for its protection. 
20...Nxd4 (20...Rf5!2) 21.Rad1 Rf4 22.Bxd4 Rxd4 23.Nb5 Rxd1 24.Rxd1 
Kf7 25.Nc7 Rb8 26.Nxe6 Bxb2 27.Ng5+ Ke7? Wittmann — Hartmann, 
Germany 1983. White must fight here for a draw, because he is helpless to 
counter the power of Black’s bishop pair. 


20.Rad1, Lukin — Romanovich, St Petersburg 1995, 20...Na5!? 21.Bc2 
Rxh3~+ Black’s pieces are not well coordinated at all, but he still has an extra 
pawn. 


20...Bd7 
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21.Rad1 
21.Kg2?! Raf8p 


21.Nc7? Nxd4! Now, it becomes evident that White has no time to capture 
the enemy rook. 22.Rfd1 (22.Nxa8 Ne2+ 23.Kg2 Rxb3!—+ Jensen — Brautsch, 
Aarhus 1988) 22...Ne2+ 23.Kg2 Raf8 24.Bc5 Bc6 25.Bxe6+ R3f7+ 26.Bd5 
Rc8—+ Gorge — Berriot, France 2000. 


21.d5 Na5 22.Nc7 Nxb3 23.axb3 Rc8 24.Nxe6 Bxb2. Black’s bishops are 
very active, but there is just a few material left on the board. 25.Rxa7 Rd3. 
Black sets an exquisite trap for his opponent. 26.Nc5 (26.Rxb7?? Rxd5 
27.Nf4 Rg5—+) 26...Rxd5 27.Nxd7 Rxd7= 


21...Raf8 22.d5 Rxb3 23.axb3 (23.dxc6 Rxb5 24.cxd7 Rd8 25.Rfel Kf7 
26.Rfl Kg8=) 23...exd5 24.Nxa7 Bxh3 25.Nxc6 bxc6 26.Rfel Bxb2= Black 
has sufficient compensation for the exchange. 


B) 8.Qf3 


P Y aac 
Zi YY Ve, 
Wi Vf, tf, 


+ we ig eh a oS oe 


? Ie 
aa=7 


abcdefgh 
8...Qe7 


Following 8...0-0 9.Qh3 h6 10.Nf32, Black will have problems with the 
protection of his h6-pawn. 


9.Ne4 

9.Bf4, Nepomniachtchi — Polaczek, playchess.com 2005, 9...Nc63 

9.exd6 cxd6 10.c3 h6 11.Ne4, Nguyen — Lemiere, France 1996, 11...d5!? 
12.Ned2 e5f 


9...dxe5 
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10.Bg5 


White plays only rarely in practice the move 10.dxe5, but it is possible that 
it might create greater problems for Black here. 10...h6. He is forced to lose a 
tempo; otherwise, after Bg5, he will fail to control the dark squares in his 
camp. 11.Nf6+ (11.Qg3 Nc6 12.f4 Nd4=) 11...Kf8 
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12.Bf4? N6d7!? 13.Nxd7+ Nxd7. Black has not only exchanged the knight 
on f6, but is also attacking the enemy e5-pawn. 14.Nc3 Bxe5? Dragnev — 
Yuffa, Tarvisio 2017. 

12.Bd2, Balaian — Azimova, St Petersburg 2015, 12...Nc6!? 13.Bc3 Nd7 
14.Nxd7+ Bxd7=, followed by Kg8-h7, connecting the rooks and equalising 
completely. 

12.Qc3 Nc6 13.Be3! White is preparing to castle queenside and is 
threatening in the process Bc5 (After 13.f4, Tiemann — Grego, ICCF 2015, 
Black must try to trade the queens. 13...Bxf6 14.exf6 Qd6 15.Be3 Kg8 
16.Nd2 Nd5 17.Ne4 Nxc3 18.Nxd6 Nd5 19.Bxd5 exd5 20.Nxc8 Rxc8 21.0- 
0-0 Rd8=, followed by Rd6-f6. Black should manage to hold this endgame 
with an accurate play.) 13...Nd7 14.Nxd7+ Qxd7 15.f4 b6! He must cover 
immediately the c5-square. (After 15...Ne7, White will have the crushing 
manoeuvre Nd2-e4-c5. 16.Nd2 b6 17.0-0-0 Bb7 18.Ne4! Qc6 19.Nc5!! After 
this strike Black’s position is likely to crumble immediately. 19...bxc5 
20.Bxc5 Qe8 21.Qb4 Bxg2 22.Rhg1 Bc6 23.Rd4. Now, White can simply 
prepare the doubling of his major pieces on the d-file, because Black has no 
counterplay whatsoever. 23...a5 24.Qa3 a4 25.Bc4 h5 26.Rgd1+ Tyulenko — 
Pavlov, ICCF 2016.) 16.Nd2 (16.Ba4 Bb7 17.Nd2 Qd5 — see 16.Nd2) 
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16...Bb7 
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17.Ba4 Qd5 18.0-0-0 Qa5 19.Qc4. After the trade of the queens, Black has 
nothing to be afraid of, since he has no pawn-weaknesses in his position. 
19...Nb4 20.Bb3 Nd5 21.Qe2 Nxe3 22.Qxe3 Qc5. It is quite sensible for 
Black to try to exchange the queens here. White, in his turn, avoids that 
consistently. 23.Qe2 Ke7 24.Rhel a5 25.Bc4 (25.Bxe6!? This piece-sacrifice 
cannot change the evaluation of the position as approximately equal. 
25...fxe6 26.Nb3 Qc6 27.Nd4 Qa4 28.Qg4 Qxa2= Here, it would not work 
for White to play 29.f5, because of the line: 29...h5! 30.Qg5+ Kf8 31.Nxe6+ 
Qxe6! 32.fxe6 Bh6 33.Rf1+ Ke8 34.Qxh6 Rxh6 35.Rd7 Bc8 36.Rxc7 Bxe6?) 
25...Rhd8. Black has managed to bring his rooks into the fight for the d-file, 
but he must activate his bishop on g7 in order to equalise completely. 26.g3 
(26.g4. White’s attempt to open the game would lead to the activation of 
Black’s bishops. 26...Kf8 27.f5 gxf5 28.gxf5 exf5 29.e6 Re8 30.Qh5 Re7=) 
26...Kf8. There are still too many pieces on the board, so Black wishes to 
evacuate prudently his king away from the centre. 27.a3 (27.Nb3 Qe7 28.Nd4 
Kg8= Nekhaev — Pavlov, ICCF 2015) 27...Kg8 28.h4 h5. Black should not 
allow the enemy pawn-advance h4-h5. 29.Bd3 Qe7 30.Be4 Bd5 31.Bxd5 
Rxd5 32.Ne4 Rad8 33.Rxd5 Rxd5 34.Qa6 Qe8 35.Qc4 Qd7= Grigoryev — 


—— 


Pavlov, ICCF 2015. White has slightly more space, but Black is dominant on 
the d-file. 

17.0-0-0, Laffranchise — Pavlov, ICCF 2015, 17...Na5!? 18.Ne4 Nxb3+ 
19.Qxb3 (19.axb3 Qc6 20.Qb4+ Kg8 21.Nf6+ Bxf6 22.exf6 Kh7=) 19...Qe8 
20.Nf6 Bxf6 21.exf6 Kg8 
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22.Rd2 Bd5 23.Qc3 Qc6 24.Qxc6 Bxc6= 

22.Qc3 Bxg2 23.Rhg1 Be4 24.Rd4 Bf5 25.Rg¢d1 Kh7 26.Rd7 Rf8 27.Rxc7 
e5! Black sacrifices a pawn and brings his bishop into the fight for the d7- 
square. 28.fxe5 Rc8 29.b3 Rxc7 30.Qxc7 Qc8 31.Qxc8 Rxc8 32.c4 g5. His 
plan is quite simple in this endgame. He must create a passed pawn on the 
kingside as quickly as possible. 33.Kb2 Kg6 34.a4 ¢4 35.Kc3 h5 36.b4 Be6 
37.c5 bxc5 38.b5 h4= 

22.Rhg1 Bd5. Black must try here to trade the queens, because his king 
might come under an attack in the middle game. 23.Qc3 (23.Qa3 Qc6=) 
23...Qc6 24.Qxc6 Bxc6 25.Rd3 Bd5 26.b3 b5=, he prevents c2-c4. In the 
endgame, thanks to the presence of bishops of opposite colours on the board, 
Black should gradually equalise. 


10...Qb4+ 


He intends to transfer his queen to the a5-square, from where it would 
protect his pawn on eS. 
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11.c3 


11.Nbc3 exd4 12.Nf6+ Kf8 13.0-0-0 Nc6p Brady — Bennett, Ireland 1998. 
Black has lost his castling rights indeed, but this cannot compensate White’s 
two sacrificed pawns, 


11.Bd2!? This interesting move is still insufficient for White to maintain an 
advantage. 11...Qxd4 12.c3 Qd7 13.Nf6+ Bxf6 14.Qxf6 Rg8 15.Qxe5 Qd6 
16.Qe2 Nc6 17.0-0 Qe5 18.Qxe5 Nxe5= Bulgarini Torres — Rain, ICCF 
2017. White’s two powerful bishops compensate the sacrificed pawn, but not 
more than that. 

11...Qa5 
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12.Bf6 


White should play here in positional fashion, because an attempt to provoke 
tactical complications might end up badly for him. For example, after 12.d5 
0-0, he would have to play 13.dxe6. (Winning the exchange with 13.Be7?!, 
would be too risky for White. 13...exd5!? 14.Bxf8 Kxf8 15.Ng5 f6 16.Nxh7+ 
Ke7 17.h4, Bulgarini Torres — Ramponelli, LSS 2014, 17...Bf5!? 18.h5 N8d7 
19.h6 Bh8p His knight on h7 is horribly isolated.) 13...Bxe6 14.Bxe6 fxe6 
15.Qg4 Rf5= Fishbein — Alburt, Philadelphia 1988. White has some 
positional pluses indeed, but this is not a decisive factor. 


12.Nf6+ Kf8 13.d5 e4! This move dis-coordinates White’s pieces. 


as 
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14.Qxe4?! h6 15.dxe6 Bxe6 16.Bh4 g5 17.Bxe6 Bxf6—+ Gallagher — Blees, 
Tel Aviv 1988. 

14.Nxe4. After this capture, White loses his d5-pawn. 14...exd5 15.0-0 
(15.Be3? N8d7p) 15...Be6+ Gdanski — Marinkovic, Biel 1989. 

14.Qf4. This is not a good decision for White, because Black can capture 
the d5-pawn, moreover with tempo. 14...Nxd5 15.Nxd5 (15.Bxd5 h6! 1) 
15...exd5 16.Bh6 Bxh6 17.Qxh6+ Kg8. White’s initiative cannot compensate 
the two sacrificed pawns. 18.Nd2 Nc6 19.0-0-0 Be6y Harjunpaeae — 
Caprano, ICCF 1998. 

14.Qg3 Na6. Black defends against Qc7. 15.dxe6 Bxe6 16.Bxe6 hé! 
(16...fxe6? 17.Nxe4) 
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17.Nxe4 Re8 18.Be3 Rxe6 19.Nbd2 Qb5yp, Black prevents White’s castling 
kingside, Atakisi — Rain, ICCF 2005. 

After 17.Qf4 fxe6, it becomes clear that White’s possibility to give a 
discovered check would not promise him much. 18.Nd5+ Kg8 19.Ne7+ Kh7 
20.h4 Rhf8 21.Qxe4 Qe5. The exchange of the queens is very important for 
Black, but White’s attack is not over yet. 22.Qxe5 Bxe5 23.h5 hxg5 24.hxg6+ 
Kg7 25.Rh7+ Kf6 26.Nd2 Nc5. Black defends against the checkmate. 27.0-0- 
0 Nd5 28.g7 Rfd8 29.g8N+ Rxg8 30.Nxg8+ Rxg8p Akrill — Shishkov, ICCF 
2015. 

17.Bh4!? This is the only way for White to maintain the equality. 17...g5 
18.Nh5 Rg8 (It might seem that Black would have the advantage after 
18...fxe6, but after 19.f4!+, the game would become tremendously sharp, 
Geenen — Ruefenacht, ICCF 1993.) 19.Bxg5!? (White does not have time to 
retreat his bishop. 19.Bb3?! gxh4 20.Qxh4 Nc5. The material is equal on the 
board, but thanks to the threats Nxb3 and Nd3-+, Black seizes firmly the 
initiative. 21.Nd2 Nd3+ 22.Kfl, Kopec — Pesa, Czech Republic 1999, 
22...e3!? 23.fxe3 Re8p) 19...Qxg5 20.Qxg5 hxg5= 
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12...0-0 
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13.Be7? f5p 

13.dxe5 N8d7= 


13...Kxg7 14.Qf6+ Kg8 15.Qxe5 


White can force repetition of moves, if he so wishes: 15.Qg5 Nc6 16.Nf6+ 
Kg7 17.Nh5+ Kg8 18.Nf6+ Kg7= Postnikov — Vlasenko, St Petersburg 2018. 


15...Qxe5 16.dxe5 

There has arisen a transfer into an endgame in which Black’s active 
queenside actions compensate the slight weakness of the dark squares on his 
kingside. 

16...a5!? 
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17.Nbd2 


17.f4 a4 18.Bc2 N8d7 19.Na3 f5. Black is not afraid of having a weakness 
on e6, because he plans to get rid of it with the move e6-e5. 20.exf6 Nxf6 
21.Nxf6+ Rxf6 22.0-0 e5 23.fxe5 Rxfl+, Fetisov — Efimov, ICCF 2013, 
24.Rxfl Be6 25.Rel Ra5=, followed by Nd7, restoring the material balance. 


17...a4 18.Be2 

18.Bd1 N8d7 19.f4 f6 20.exf6 Nxf6 21.Nxf6+ Rxf6 22.0-0 Ra5!? This 
joining of Black’s rook on the fifth rank leads to immediate equality, since 
White would be incapable of thwarting the pawn-advance e6-e5. 23.Rf2 e5 
24.b4 axb3 25.Bxb3+ Kf8= Yartsev — Sukhachev, ICCF 2010. 


18...N8d7 19.f4 Nd5 
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Black does not need to be in a hurry to push f7-f6. 
20.0-0 Rd8 21.Rf2 b5!? 

He prevents Nc4. 

22.Bd3 Rb8 23.Nf1 Rb6 24.3 Bb7 25.Rd1 a3!? 
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It would be useful for Black to fix the enemy pawn on a2. This would help 


him later to organise counterplay. 26.b3 f5 27.exf6 N5xf6. Black’s weakness 
on e6 is easily defensible. 28.Re2 Kf8. It is essential for him to centralise his 
king in this endgame. 29.Bb1 Ke7 30.Nfd2 Bxe4 31.Nxe4 Nxe4 32.Bxe4 
Rd6 33.Rxd6 cxd6= Ryvkin — Pavlov, ICCF 2016. After Black’s pawn has 
come from c7 to the d6-square, his e6-pawn is not isolated any more. 
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